Several Occaſions. -© 
TT the Lite Reverend 
NærHANAEL MaxsHall, D. . 
: Canon of Windſor, and Chaplain in Ordimiry  - 3 
| 5 OW His Mags Tv. 1 | 
S | VOL. I „ 

| - «© 


2 | Printed by W. BowyER for the EvpiTOR, 5 "xy A 
= av > 


4 


e. 


e 


28 7 
8 


e A 9's a 9G; Le 


28 


3 
1 


CLECOCOCOCE: 


. u —AÄ— 


\ 
— 


e 
2 


5 5 


Q 3 * 2 1 — a * * " 
4 *. OY 2 PTY L 3 < 


hl a 
5 * Tu 


. 
F my . . » — 4 *. 
— 5 7 1 - x ; 5 : * | 
; : 3 N FAY . „ 1 f 82 
. d . Du 1 4 8 7 ; 25 9 "EP * , 8 4 
* k Wn. . 8 # - * 5 TY * * F of „ N 8 
= : g 
. g 
9 rar "} '< J 9 
p . + oF 
; 9 » 
; *z Is b 4 N 3 
vv > "OP . * ' ; NF; 2 
1 * 7 * 3 o vs * 7 F 4 
4 JA . * * bo 4 f 


” r % 1 : 1 
0 * 2 * . 4 


K : 5 | 
x ; : i : 8 a PIE Go 2 
55 $ WT 8 
5 3 £ * 3 | , 8 E 2 N 7 > : 8 
% . 4 ** 
, , 4 . ; 9 a * ; 
y * : » * * 
8 , 
| | g 8 N 


S- 


- — > ; 4 2 
„ * 


HE Advantage and Safety {| 
of a Religious Life compa- 


$ . F 


red with a Vicious one 


. 


| L 0 Xi. 18 LK. f 5 E 0 
And thou ſhalt be ſeoure, becauſe" there i: | 
. Hope ; yea, thou ſhalt dig about thet,  . : 

| Tc” AA nd 


* 

e 
ws ——_— . 7 . * 7 1 n "a 
RN NN NS TINS — 


* * 


# 


n 
, 
ets ade it FIR 7 * DP 7 VT 1 
P n a at x os. bs et 
_ P 2 22 2 


; 


 *$SERMON III. 
The bur ſe of Retirement to wick- 


4 * * * * * py 4 1 
enn ee ae, - g N . 
I ; ; Fc $34 
3 f ; 
- — * * 5 W * 4 4 * 
1 DIY: 4 ow 6! 
* 4 < 


2 


ä He deviſeth N. ;ſchief” | i Be FL He fe 15 
3 mA in a Way that is 


— 4 
ba 
* * F 
1 1 
3 
+ 
* 
: 
4 
. 
* 
x 
> 
4 
2 | 
N | | 
(] 
þ 
bs - 
s > 
P 
| * 
0 ; 
a 4 
* ND 
: "ſy ? 
4 : 
* 
EO - 2 


et f he S1conR 2; by” 
ehe hes 2 vin in' e Works, 
" thay {they be not high-minded, nor truſt 
; in uncertain Riches, but in the living | 
God, edn & dell, all Things to „ 
IP on * 1 
55 -8B EN „ , 
A Care of worldly: POTEN ER Wk 


tions, and an Improvement of hu- 
man Accompliſhments, both con- 


ſiſtent with the ater of an 


es apottten 
. 3 2 TIM. nv 13. \ MN As 
> The Chat that I left at Troas with Car- 
pus, when thou comeſt,. bring with thee; 
an me Books, but” NA tan the Parch- 
5 ments,” | KEY ap N 
8 E R M 0 N VI. 


W the Lot of every Man; 
1 the FANNIE of end uring 


© * 


CEP 
ther N. R . 
„ 15 Kd C £ 4 * 3 - 


M.- 1 N 1 y 
AA — — wet” he 4 „„ 8 — — * 8. 


JAMES 


+ a * , a Fo 5 , e 3 
= 7 Y 5 8 5 ; 3 _ 12 8 3 
* N 0 5 a 8 ; bs * b : 3 "IP: 1 Sh 
3 f by T % 1 85 
[ 


e ann $M: 12. C | 
Bb: ed is the Man that: gerbe Tn enpta- 
Rs ene I lt; BN 


SERMON: VII. 


1 — Importance of 1 1 Inſti- 
tutions conſidered; the Enclo- MF 

ſure of the foal Function; 

and the Reſpect « due to a relative I 
_ Holineſs, | z 


ICON. xiii. 91 408012 
454 when they came unto the Threſhing | 
Floor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his | 
Hand to hold the Ark; It; the Oxen | 
- ftumbled. 0 
Aud the Anger of the 3 a kndled a- 
gainſi Uzza, and he ſinote him, becauſe be 
hut his Hand to the Ark: And there, he 
died * Goa, p. 162 il 


4s SERMON vil 0 | 
The Infufficiency. 8 a good 5 | 
© tention to warrant a forbid- 

den Action And che DO. 7 
4 2+ I 4 1 | = & | 2 


Bo wy Es 


4 On the ſame Ne 00:49 * 240 


curse vorbuk 
| iſed officious 


F * * - 
* s 5 
2 i} ne ext, Ld LCL Po me 
6 01 „ 
1 2 : 
1 N 
1 : _ > 5 A 
; . 4 


© e $4. 


SERMON. N. 


| Reflections on the ien of : 


God's providential Purpoſes, -.om 
his Fore-knowledge, and his e- 
lecting Perſons antecedently Ta. - 
their reſpective Actions. 


G E N. xv. 16. 


Bur: in the - fourth, Generation ha al e come . 
hither again; for 1 Us the A- 
fer fs not be Full, "= 2 20 


The Limitations with which God : 


rewards or. puniſhes Deſcen- 
dents from good 0 or oil . 
ceſtors. ä . 4] „ 


"+ 2 © aA 


2438145 1 i 588-10 


E r * n Oo N XI. a + hy 0 * 


** * „ * 
24 85 bY. "Mr 7” 


baten, 1 


Fm * cod W 4 ; 
- 500g FRA 5 ere; 


Bezold the ie the Mee, abe pro 
= ver 
tg] World. Bay 5 | F 3 
have cleanſed m 5 eart in vain, 


e r My Hands in Tunofoncy, [5 


1125 


438 * 
8 >» 


_ * 


SERMON XIIL 


ack on St. e a 
D B. 
piſtle to FETs. PR 


* f A C mY 
ION 


out the 


1 


0 lH 0 

n x LR. LY WY £Y SF 4.5 

Dran 3 Ci 1 
wo "33 $5 F 1 


3 


II EX. 


. 2 "3 9 - 5 , 7 
_ 1 FRY 9 9 e 


beech thee for my Son 


I; S4 %#& 


. n 82 > wr "IN 
— ES — I. 


— 7 wo N — — 
— . 7ĩ˖‚—m ! THO 


— 
— 


FS; a n 11:28 ny 28 W 


For be 5 js not a Few, which is one W 3 
neither is that Circumciſon which 1 is ws I 
ward in the Fleſhs nn * 

Rur be is a Few, which is one 7 
and Circumciſom is that of the Heart, in 
the Spirit, and not in the Letter, whoſe 


een is mo Y- Men, you Y, God, b. 397 | 


SERMON. XVII. 


The Circumſtances that render 
Nam pleaſing criminal. 


G41Ar. i. 10. 


For ds I nowb perſuade Men or God? Or db 
T ſeek to — Men? For if I yet 
- pleaſed Men, J . not be ebe Servant 


of Gini ; 98 5 
xe 4 SERMON XVIII. 5 


The Inſuffieiency of the ſtricteſt 
Adherence to Qrdinances, with 
aut an uniform C Obſervance. 5 of 
God's Commandments. 59 by 


1 


* 


F 


IVE N Wes „ ; Ls 
* 4 #5 * O = £ * - * 7 * 
e 33 f 40 FE Ta f 4 * ; 
ar 2 4 e + 4. : 4 
Ty cor YOLVEE 7 
; g We) 8 p f 5 a 2 : a” 


: ons + 6. fo 
: hey were both kn befire God, 
walli in all the Commandments and 
L 4 55 Ne of the nn blamele 10 p. 446, 


SERMON XK. 


The N of a partial Obe- wn 
| dience even to the Command- 1 
ments. 0 1 ; 


Jo, the ſame Text, e 3 


SERMON * 


The Inſufficiency of the ſtricteſt . 
' Adherence to God's Command- 
ments, without an uniform Re- 


gard to his Ordinances, 
On the file Text, Ss ce p. 499 


SERMON 


* 

oy 

3, 

7 5 


1 
F 


4+. 02:9 9 e 
2 * 4p J 7 
Ps. £ e 
5 
. a \ 


* 


WY 


* 
* 
LY 


5 
X. 
A 

© 


Wy 


"at 
64 


"os NE 3 
9 724 
Ve "how F 
> 6 47. NL 


* 
* 
1 
* 
5 
* 


* 
* ; 
5 + Hi 


* 

8 4 

1 

9 

24 
1 


* 
da, 
* 


= 
, 


F 


k- 


f * 


* 
B 
3 
1 
% 
& 


# 
* 
** 
* 
3 
N 
* 
+ 


Er 


IL 
3 
\ 


# 
1 
. 
8 


E: 
1 
3 
A 
6 
* + 
% 


> 
* 


* 
30 9 A3 
* ; s * 4 8 _ 
EE 2 Hon. 7 os 
£2 23 5 : 4 3 
2 2 % ks * 
> * " . * 
* * 8 
1 * z * 
wy . 
* * * " : 1 
4 — #5 » * * 
* & 1 
* 8 o 
. a 
* = > . 2d £2 Fe 45 8 
«+ « - 2 - FS as 4 i 
R * : rs 8 ®- 
x 5 2 * - 55 
7 * N A 1 
1 x 
2 3 5 
bo 2 % ha Y * * 
7 . * 5 4 
* LON F 
' 2 , n 
WM '#” 48 
IF » # SO. » * 
1 Y I 4. * 14 
P 9 2 M 5 - o "Ce. 
4 75 5 1 2 
- oy p F * "4 x * 
8 ' » 
- 


— 2 "TH » 
s 8 - 
* 


. : ak 
7 5 * 
. & 


#. 1 
nee 
* * 


# 


1 
4 


. 


. 


* OO 
441 


* 


* 
4 
1 


* * up 


4 8 


„ 
. 
A * 


s ER M ON 1. 


humble himſelf in the Sight of his Ma- 


ker; to prepare his — and to ſtretch 


out his Hands towards him: In ſhort, 
to ſeek to him in the Offices of Religi- 
en; and above all, with a Conſcience 


void of Offence, and by a pure and 
blameleſs Converſation. For that then, 


whatever his outward Circumſtances 


might be, he might depend upon the 
divine Prote&ion and Favour; in all 


Likelihood for the Bleſſings of this 
Life, but more unexceptionably for the 


Completion of his Hope beyond them. 


This is the Import of that whole Paſſage 
to which my Text ſtands more imme- 


diately connected from the 13% Verſe 
down to it. 


« Tf (fays Zophar to Joh ) thou pre- 


, pare thine Heart, and ſtretch out thy 


cc Hands towards him; 3 if Iniquity be 


in thine Hand, put it far away, and 
4 jet not Wickedneſs dwell in thy Ta- 
& hernacles. For then ſhalt thou lift 
up thy Face without Spot; yea thou 


0 ſhalt be ſtedfaſt, and ſhalt not fear: 


c Becauſe thou ſhalt forget thy Mi- 
4 ſery, and remember it as Waters that 


- N 


SERMONI 
E. paſs away. And thine Age ſhall be 


« clearer BAR the Noon Day; Rae ſhalt 


| © ſhine forth, thou ſhalt be as the 
« Morning. And thou ſhalt be ſecure, 
„ becauſe there is Hope; yea, thou ſhalt dig 
e about thee, and thou ſhalt take h Ret 
= in Safety. „ 
Which Words repteſent to us the 
comfortable State of that Man, who has 
God for his Protector and Friend ; the 
Security and Safety which there; is in 
his Service. 

He ſhall be ſecure, berauft there * 
Hope ; 5 4.e. Whatever may be the preſent 
Portion of his Lot, he 8 not be an- 
xious for the future; for that he may be 
eaſy, becauſe he has ſuch comfortable 
Ground of Expectation from it. 

If he enjoys the Bleſſings of Life, he 
may enjoy them ſecurely, he has great 
Reaſon to expect their Continuance, 
and that the Providence of God will 
protect him from all pernicious and fa- 
tal Accidents. He may dig about him, 
and may dwell in Safety. Whereas the 
laſt Verſe of the Chapter informs us 
the 1 of this is the Caſe of the 

5 n ; 


1 
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Ungodly; The Eyes of the Wicked ſhall 
fail, and _ Shall not eſcape, and their 
_ conan as rhe. giving _ f zhe | 


wi his only ſhould be c obſerv'd, as hy 
Fault of Zophar in his Opinion of this 
Matter, that what was with great Rea- 
fon to be expected from the general | 
Courſe of God's Providence, he made 
an invariable Rule of judging and cen - 
ſuring in each ſingle Inſtance; as if a 
Man were always and unexceptionably 
to be pronounced unrighteous', who 
was either not ſurrounded with the Fa- 
yours of Fortune; or remarkably fig- 
nalized by her Frowns and Diſplea · 


K 
The Text however ſtands good: . and 


I ſhall endeavour from it, to repreſent 
the Advantage of Religion upon this 
particular Topic, of the TRAY and | 


OP annex'd to it. 
If any ſhould yet be unconvinced of 


this, I think I may venture to argue 
with them upon their own a 
and to FOR with them in the 


1 Bp 


* "ab 


p 
| 
2 
3 
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SERMON I 


Fe 


5 1 Place, that the ae 


he” Vice and Virtue were dubious; that 


the Sanctions of the Goſpel were not ſo 


| aſcertain'd, as to exclude all Scruple and 


Diſtruſt concerning them: Even upon 


| this Suppoſal, I ſhall ſhew, that Religi- 


on would be much the oe Side of the 
Queſtion. 


II. Secondly, I Ae 5 alia: in che 
am Circumſtances of Life and 


Fortune, the good Man is beſt quali- 


fied for enjoying them with the leaſt Al- 
lay; the leaſt Apprehenſion of a Chan ge 
for the worſe. 


III. Thirdly, That in the Misforturies 


of Life, he has the Support of the bright- 


eſt Hopes. 
IV. Fourthly, That both in the Mis- 

fortunes and Felicities of his preſent 

State, he has all imaginable Aſſurances 


of Favour, with the great Governour of 
the World, and the ſupreme DO oy 


all Events. 


1 Firſt then, Upon a Suppotil' . 


the Recompences of Vice and Virtue 


B3 : were 


SERMON I. 
were dubious, and that the Sanctions of 
the Goſpel were not aſcertain'd, beyond 


all Poſſibility of Diſtruſt and Scruplec con- 


cerning them; yet even, upon this Sup- 


poſal, Religion is (I ſay) by far, the 


ſafeſt Side of the Queſtion. | 
Now when we are Rein the 

Danger or the Safety which reſpectively | 
belongs to Vice or Virtue ; in order to | 
a juſt Repreſentation of this Matter, we 

muſt take into our Account, the Riſques 
and Proſpects on both Sides; what it is 
which the Man of Religion, and the Man 
of no Religion, do reſpectively venture, 
and what on each Side is the propound- 
ed Recompence, I begin with the 
Riſques and Proſpects of Religion. And, 


I believe, it will appear, that its Riſques 


(if any) are ſmall and inconſiderable ; 
and its Proſpects vaſt _ very n 
inn 

Its Riſques, I con, if any, are ſmall 
and, inconſiderable; they are ordinarily 


fo in themſelves, and always ſo upon the 


Compariſon. Ordmarily the righteous Man 
is at leaſt as much entitled to the Bleſ- 


ings of * Life, as 8 Wicked and Un; 


1 5 ; 


T 
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n ſo that he does not merely for 
the Sake of his Righteouſneſs, riſque a- 
ny Stake which is worth his ſaving. If 
he be forced to baulk ſome Luſts and 


Paſſions, or to drop an advantageous 


1 Pretenfen to the Favours of Fortune; 


how highly ſoever the Gratification of 


| thoſe Demands may be rated by a par- 


tial Judgment, the true Value of them 


1 mightily depreciated by the apparent 
Miſchiefs which are known to attend 
them. It has been my Endeavour in ſome 


former Diſcourſes to conyince you, that 
Religion is no ſuch Enemy to our preſent 


Inter reſts, as it has been ſometimes repre- 


ſented; ſo that it is nor ordinarily ſo in 


| the ated Courſe of Things, whateyer 


it may ſometimes be in rare and trying 
JunQures, I think it of great Import- 
ance to the Cauſe of Virtue, that it ſnhould 
have this Teſtimony ; for tho” the Con- 

ſideration of a fature Recompence, be 
in Reaſon and Juſtice infinitely the moſt 
eſteemable, yet if Godlineſs has the Pro- 
miſe of this Life beſides, and the Bleſſings 


| of our preſent State be added moreover 
to it; this will remove a great Part of 


5 4 . 50 the 


SERMON 1. 
the Prejudices conceiv'd againſt it, when 
the Men of the World ſhall find in good 
EFarneſt, that it is no ſuch ſhocking En- 
terpriſe to venture upon Religion; that it 
is only to live like reaſonable Beings with 
ſome Command over Appetite and Paſ- 
ſion, ſome Regard to God, as the Creator 
ind Lord ofall Things, and ſome Reſpect 
to their Neighbour, as a Part of his Work- 
manſhip, to whom, and from whom, are 
due thoſe reciprocal Offices of Juſtice and 
Charity, which may render this World a 
ſociable Place, and fit to be inhabited, by | 
Creatures endowed with Knowledgeand | 
Underſtanding. For the reſt; to live as 
peaceably and pleaſantly as Fortune and | 
Providence ſhall furniſh the Opportuni- 
ties and the Means of living. 

I faid therefore at my Entrance up- 
oh this Head; that the Riſques of Reli- 
gion, if any, were ſmall and inconſide- 
rable; for in what has been hitherto re- 

_ preſented, there is nothing which can 
With any Propriety be called a Venture; 
no Sacrifice made which is either bur 
denfom or coſtly. Thoſe Luſts and Paſ- 
* or thoſe C F of ſecular 

| CY 


R 
N 54 We 


S SEOmwonds +. 
Advantage, which. a good Conſcience * 
may ſometimes oblige us to reſiſt, or to 1 
forego,are always, in themſelves, diſfcom- 
| mended from a Set of ill Conſequences, | 
which: follow the indulging C 
But leſt this ſhould in ſome Rm 2 
thought a Grievance (as Caſes at la 
there are and may be, wherein this will 
be eſteemed a Grievance) I added, that 
as the Riſques of Religion were ordina- 
| rily in themſelves but ſmall and inconſide- 
rable; ſo upon the Compariſonthey were al- 
| ways ſo. I meant that in Compariſon 
| with its Proſpects, its Riſques were always 
inconſiderable. 1 
Here Religion claims no further Ob- 

ſervance, than what Men chuſe to fub- 
mit to 1n Things of a like Nature. K 
very encouraging Proſpect deferves a 
| proportionable Venture. 80 Men think, 
and ſo they act, in the common Com- 

merce and Dealings of the World. They 
do not infift upon downright e 
ſtration for the Certaincy of their Suc- 
ceſs in what they aim ate They know 
full well that if they did, they might 
PE right wiſely, before they could 
n 


IS 
a 
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SERMON I. 
compaſs it. If the Appearances be fair; 
| if they be ſuch as generally ſatisfy the 
Men, who look moſt ino them; eſpe- 
_ cially, if the Venture be ſmall, and the 
Recompence very inviting ; there-i is no 
Man who ſtands debating vigorouſly 
for more and more Evidence, or refuſes 
ſuch reaſonable and promiſing Condi- 
tions. We deſire no more, in the Buſi- 
neſs of Religion; ; ney: we need ngt ſo 
much. For, 
If the Froſpect be not greater, and 
better aſcertained; if the Venture be 
not leſs, as well as leſs conſiderable, 
in the Caſe of Religion, than it is in 
the ordinary Traffick of Life; we give 
up the Cauſe, and will no longer 
preſs it. 
But if Religion promiſes for the Ge- 
neral, a pleaſant and eaſy Paſſage thro? 


this Life; and always a "aan of infinite 
and endleſs Bliſs and Glory beyond it; 


if it promiſes this, upon Reaſons as 
firm and unexceptionable, as the N ature 
of the Caſe and of ſuch Proofs will ad- 
mit; if with all this vaſt Encourage. 
ment, it e for the Main, no a- 
ther 


SERMON I. 
as would be injurious either to ourſelves 


of that monſtrous Indifference, where- 


Wand darling Intereſt. 


important, propounding Terms more ad- 


| addreſs'd to. 


Itme Things which are ſeen, above the Things 
which are not ſeen; and therefore twas 


whilſt the other ſhould be eternal. 


een upon the whole, that he that walk- 
eth uprightly walketh ſurely ; he takes the 


cafeſt Side of the Queſtion, he may dwell 
g PRO and be quiet from the Fear of E- 


vil; 


| cher Sacrifice, than of ſuch Indulgences, 
or others; what Account can be given 


with the Notice of ſo great a Gain is 
commonly entertained? Into any Pro- 
Wpoſals of ſecular Advantage, Men run 
WJ with a Zeal and Prompritude, which 
ſpeak the Concern they have for a near 


Now here is an Intereſt rene 
vantageous, which yet can ſcarce have 
Audience, or make any vigorous Im- 


preſſion upon the Minds of thoſe it is 


So fatal and ſtrong an e have 


fit that the one ſhould be but temporal, 


Thus far we have conſidered the Riſques . 
and Proſpects of Virtue; and we have 
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vil; for when this — ends, he cammot 
be Warth rat tho? he _ be a great 
Let us now proceed to. ade; on 
the other Hand, the Pros and Rifſques 
of Vice and Irreligion. And here, I be- | 
lieve it will appear, that the Proſpec 


in this Caſe are as inconſiderable, as in 
the other they were promiſmg ; and the 


Riſques as dangerous and fatal, as s there 
_ were mean and trivial. 

Its Proſpects, I fay, can dom or 5 
ver be conſiderable. Whatever Promiſes 
Vice may make its Votaries, fall miſe- 
rably ſhort in the Performance. Like 


that Fiction of our famous Poet, con- 


cerning a vain Attempt of the fallen An- 


gels to taſte a deluſive Appearance of 
the forbidden Fruit, when inſtead of it, 


they found their Taſte deluded with bit- 
ter Aſhes: 'So Vice may promiſe them 
Pleaſure, but it will pay in Pain; it may 
promiſe Content and Satisfaction from 
this or that imaginary Good; but it will 
requite them with Shame and Remorſe; 
with the Torment of reſtleſs and endleſs 
wy vain — * the Principles of 

24 Man 
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a Man are entirely ſubdued, there: 

W ſomething monſtrous and ſhocking in 
the Ways of Sin; when he has obtain'd 
| of himſelf to commit it without Diſturb- 
| ance from his Conſcience, yet ſtill the 

1 Way will ſeldom be ſmooth without, tho? 

it ſhould be ſo within. The Man will 
meet with various Impediments from 
| others in the Proſecution of his naughty 
Purpoſe, who feels perhaps none from 


his own Breaſt; and always with the 


| Diſcountenance and Diſeſteem of thoſe, 


whoſe Eſteem and Countenance are in 
any Meaſure valuable: So that the Pro- 
ſpects of Sin with Regard: to: this Life 
(which yet is its only Scene of Comfort) 
are dark and gloomy; it can hardly pro- 


miſe (tho? it is better much at promiſing 


than performing; yet, I ſay, it can hard- 


ly ſo much as promiſe) any ſure or laſt- 


ing Happineſs. Its Aims are ſo wild 


and fantaſtic, and the Means for compat- 
ſing them, ſo involy'd: and intricate, 
| that even upon preſent Regards it were 


uſually better to take into the plain and 


open Road of Integrity and Virtue ; bet- 
ter to content ones ſelf with lawful Plea- 
| __ tures, 


— 
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ſures, than by ſeeking wnlawful ones, to 
pay double for — both before and 
afterwards with Shame and Pain. Now | 
if the Proſpects of Sin, with Regard to 
this Life, are ſo dark and gloomy, and 1 
3 ſo little of what is truly valua- 


ble; with Regard to the next they are in- 


finitely worſe; and will not (with all 


their forward Pretenſions) undertake for 


any thing, but for poor Annihilation; 
1. e. to leave the Sinner, after Death juſt | 
what they found him, before he had Life. | 
And will they indeed undertake for | 
this? No! it is the Sinner's Miſery, that 
they cannot! They cannot undertake to | 
ſcreen him from the Hand of the juſt 
Avenger; or to ſtay the nnn Fire 
of his Wrath! ; 
- Mean while, I ſay, the utmoſt of the 
Woicked's Proſpect is to have an End of 
all Proſpect, to have all their Hopes 
and Fears determine with the Breath of 
their Noſtrils! And is not this a pitiful 
and narrow Proſpect, for Men, who i 
with their utmoſt Induſtry cannot a- 
void the looking beyond a Grave, and i 
thinking ſometimes (tho' they labour 4 | 
think 
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{ Wre&ion and Eternity? Is it not a mani- 
feſt Degradation of human Nature to 
» ievel it thus with the brutal; and limit 
1 Wa Mind to the little Confines of this 


World, which was plainly made to 
ö aretch into another, and to Im- 
mortality? What is there at laſt in Sin, 


Defeat of this glorious Hope? What, 


ſo great Salvation? 

Were not the Sinner abandon'd to the 
Loſs of common Underſtanding, he 
would never reſt content with ſuch a 


& MW fooliſh Bargain; where the Gain is fo 
little, and the Loſs ſo great. Hitherto 
We have conſidered how poor and 
1c contemptible the Proſpects of Sin are; 
of ¶ and have ſeen that they are no Way com- 


parable to thoſe of Religion. 


olves to perſiſt in his wicked Courſes. 
WNov this is no leſs than to encoun- 
ter the Wrath of God, and to arm Divine 


ner 


W which can poſſibly compenſate for the 


3 which can requite them for the Loſs of | 


[Juſtice againſt his own Soul. The Sin- 


think of nothing leſs, than) of a Reſur. 


Let us proceed to the Riſque and Ven- 
ture the Sinner muſt ſubmit to, who re- 


ner - ſhould —_ e. the Reaſons, 
which ſupport this fearful lookeng for 0 


Judgment, are ſuch as highly deſerve his 
Attention and Regard; what he has no- 


thing to except to, but the Laughter of 
a Fool, in a Caſe of the utmoſt and moſt 
ſerious Conſequence. For, alas! it is a 
ſmall Abatement of a reaſonable Fear, 


to ſuggeſt, that poſſibly it may prove 


groundleſs. The Man, for all this, is 
in a diſmal Condition, who has nothing 
but a mere Poſſibility to ſave him from 


endleſs Torments; and even that attend- 


ed with the ugly Circumſtance of eyer- 
laſting Non-exiftence! But, 
Conſider, vain Mas, whilſt. there is 
Time to conſider, that thou art plead- 
ing all this while for the Privilege of a 
Beaſt, and giving up the moſt valuable 


Intereſts of. human Nature. Remember 
too, that the Reality of Things is too Riff 


and inflexible to bend to the Sophiſtry 


of idle Words: That Heaven and Hell 


are built upon too firm Foundations; to 
be blown away, with every Breath of 

Wind, which ſhall be raiſed againſt them. 
This is the r 


— 
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and theſe are reſpectively the Nice and 
Kraut of Vice and Virtue. - A 
SGranting therefore, to the Man of 
no Religion, the utmoſt of what he can 
with any Colour contend for; that the 
Recompences of Vice and Virthe: are 
not aſcertainꝰd beyond all Poſſibility of 
Scruple and Diſtruſt concerning them; 
yet ſtill, you ſee, the Man of Religion 
has ak the ſafefs Side of the 
| Queſtion. He has provided for Eter- 
nity, becauſe he has ſucli infinite Reaſon 
to en himſelf made for it; whereas 
the other has utterly neglected this Pro- 
viſion; becauſe he apprehends it juſt poſ- 
üible, that he may never live to ſee it. 
1 have done with the main Point I 
intended to ſpeak to upon this Subject, 
and een to e ak more s briefly 
l e Jer 4 


| Tit Second Aeon That in thefabour: 
8 * of Life and Fortune, 
ING is beſt qualified for enjoy- 
ing the em n the leaſt Allay; the leaſt 
faGhange fot the worſe: 

upon the Wall was 


CE cnoughy 


Himſelf to look into it Man, 
8 und muſt dir, and muſt rbence 0 


; deal . hof urdi Feits of Death 


unh we find, PO tho" zelle 
of Belſhazzarts Banquet. Such an Hm. 
 writig might every wicked Man' read 
n his own Breaſt; would he allow 

thou art 


mem, is the common Sentence = 


on the Sons of Men, whether they be 


good or bad. Ter is there à vaſt Dis. 
parity in this common Sentence. 1 


the "Righteous it is no Abatement of 


their preſent Felicities, that they muſt 
exchange them one Day for others, which 
ſhall de brighter and more perfect. 80 
that they may go on to purſue their 
innocent Enjoyments, without any Con- 
tradiction from their own Minds; with- 


out thoſe Allays of Diſquiet and dark 
foreboding, which muſt mix with and 


- 'of 


vitiate the moſt entertaining Scen 
the Wicked's Happineſs. 


They are furs; ben when this Mera v ſhut 


put on>Immortality, that that Imm 
will be W N ogy 5 aud that 


and Diffolution, which otherwyiſe were . 


ns 2 * 


jutiftion bf this Wol'sBlefings.” 
eds cds War Gab poi vhuſs 
own Prineiples; ate San deſtitq te of 
this . e on CES 


85 eee 


. Hope juno the Grave to — 

heavy Burden, and to clear up this 
gloomy Proſpett : one would fuſpect, 1 
fay, that it ſhould fink the Man who 
muſt endure it, and entirely deprive 


him of all Enjoyment: | Bis is manifeſt- 
ly the Cafe of thoſe who have no Re. 


fources' of Co beyond the preſen 

Scene: Since when the preſent fails chem, 

they are then, at beft; to be for ever fit 5 
Inc: pable of Comfort; and (hich 


* 550 | * 1 
Woe. But n now, er eee 3 
; - 4 


x 
good Manand the wi wicked that, U . 


C 2 as 


> 


as the later — up amidſt all 
3 79 ps nat a —— Fortune 


Pſal. xciv. Dy ] 45 | vit h- 
„in me (ſays the Plalmiſt, or as the Tran: 
lation of our..Pſalter- renders, it), Þ the 

- Multitude of the Sorrows which I had in 

| IR Heart, ay Comforts have. ref bed * 


> ſev inches of Adverlity are 
improv'd by a religious Diſpoſition, into 
Occaſions of weaning us fromthe World, 
and of turning us to God; of firength- 
ening our Faith, and of elevating our 
Hope, and of enlarging our Spirits to- 
wards the Father of them. Hence ariſes 
that ſpiritual Joy, that Patience and Con- 
ſolation and inward Peace, which as 
much exceed all earthly Bleſſings, as 
they do ſurpaſs all Underſtanding, and all 
e hg 80 that the ſmarter the 
Strokes of Fortune may be, and the deeper 
Impreſſions they may happen to make; 
che ſtronger Perception there is of that 
Shy Wie which would not 
SY chaſe 


.* 


— NN 
4 0 | 
. 12 


heir ie aignck ie” Neat whit, 
| "PRE Man of Religiof bft ſure,” 5 2 
Time is coming, Rich wilt render the 
; Subjett of” his preſent Complaints the 
Matter of endlefs Toy and Es ; 
bim ne knows that af excecditig{ererhial 
W Weight of Glory, is the ſettled Recom- 
pence of wilkendored Affliction And 
ces 1 "any 56 bear itwith 


Bright Fo joyRlHope, He 

5 Fi Iſtiplidie'of 4 wiſe and gracious 

Providence Lars "thi utmoſt” erfe- 

0 6f which his Nature is capable; 

1 1 tlie Me ans made ufs of towards 

0 8854 an Eu, hewillingly leaves them 

to the Appointment of infinite Wiſdom 
1 5 8 I. 80 that” thi 


ings of 4 


e Calamitics 
9 much 6Ftheit Sting, When 
_rhey'fall Upen 4 Mind fo prepared to fel 
reive and "fo Enabled te- fupport them. 
1 Bü n6whe'who has all his Happi- 
Hess and; An Proſpects On this ſide tlie 
1 Grays is | miſerab}) Mi pointed, when 


- . * 
3 
. 
8 
| If 


— e e 


thicken 
him 


bent eint of ; the Time ill, coms, 
hen d  ſhall-feel che dane THe 


he, could, at the Expence,of 10 j 
paſty; Which yaw Are hig pre{e 
ments; when the; pegleficd, 
God would be of more Uſe a1 
386 to, 1 5 


5 be cig —— the. good Man OPS 
of. his e State, is the A oy Ce: 1 
has of Favqur yath! the great. Goyer- 
your of oP World, and the pres 
ee 2 all. e . er 906107 
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A Can that Man he anxious ſor the 16 
ſues of Fortune, who knows: his beſt 
arent 12 * of 3 


ee 
Thoa ſhale Off ergy non al male 
_ thieafraid,, as the Verie has it; which Jobxi. 19. 


ingnediacely ſucceeds the Text, agreably 
to what, the holy. Hamit hath Pe oil ir. 19. 
ſed of me dene ie God; Iuill lay 
me dqwn in Peace, ond tale m Rel; far 
0 ic ibeu, Lord, a, who mateſt cd 
ey. 3. * 41 zan uc J nnn 
* h Divine Bra tect ian had 
 Favgur, a Man may.boldly. bid-Defiaace 
to the greateſt Dangers. Thoſe whith 
moſt. threaten Life, open at the ſame 
Tims the delightful-Proſpe&. of a-nperer 
Intercourſe WE, the, God, of his Salvat 
tion e 79 16 10 IG eilt 2 4421 22 Ir (5121 ＋ 
If. it ſcems good to the Will f his 
heavenly Father to continue kim longer, 
upon the preſent Scene; and 20 funf 
| with the Opportunities of pr m 
ting bis Maker's glory; he is ſune to 
we and cultivate the . 
ioo . + t 
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SERMON. 
fit, whe! 10 is ſtill adding to the Reaſons 


and Grounds of his own Security. 


All this to the Wicked is juſt the oon- 


14 trary; : Proſperity i 1s loft: upon him, and 


ther the Acknowledgment of a grateful, 


Adverſity hardens and enrages him. Nei- 
ther the one nor the other produces ei- 


or the Reſignation of an vary Soul. 


and the Misfortunes bf i it a ggravate by 
the Fear of greater which may come net 
; after. Set 4 MG 15 18 3423 $6: 8 34. 13 DOT 
We ſee therefore, that, whatey 


to vesrißy nor Trouble, 
our Fault, can overwhelt 
Godin ur Protector and Shield, And 


So that he cannot in the one be ſecure 
from a Change for the'worſe; nor i the 
other expect a an Alteration for the better > 


But the Comforts of Life are darkened by 
the Proſpett of their approaching Diſcon- 
tinuance, without any Hope beyond 3 


F.. 


rer Cir⸗ 
dumftance or Station of. Eik may be al- 
lotted us, Religion is neceſſary to carry 
us thro? it with Satisfaction and Comfort. 

Hubout it, there is either Pede nor 
Safety: With it no Danger; which ought 
It  WiehSut 
zus? When 


2 


x wake * * and Confidence of 
Rejoicing; ; 


R ejoicing ; theſe are ſuch firm Supports 
95 carl never hl il tto 9 up 


preſent State. Ane EF we Arb Gilkey: 
an” Porting aue of our . 


Fortune, can e us -inſolent, or 5 
gerful Pf the Hand which g gives and takes 
away. Through all the Changes and 
Chances of this mortal Life, we ſhall 
| {vo ond & make to the Haven n * 
cies of God i in Chrift Jeſus, an, we 


cruſt; to 2 Salvation. | 
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Beware (ſays the A Aboltle) irs ye ab 
being led away with the Error of the Hick: 
ed, fall from your own Stedfaſtneſe. 
„But, en the contrary, as the beſt Ex- 


tent to prevent * Defoction: an 
the 


E7 E * x 0410 N I 
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TOYS Þ ut as it is Li 
means What ; was mention 4 1 
e 1 jak to, 152 


pla d to us in every Page af: 
l Son's Undertaking, Kromrhenos 
alſo it comes to ſignify: that Unde 
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Apaſt "and in the” Know) age 1 
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© that the Words tho* few) "are 18 855 
Rellingly pregnant and Gee K. 5 
containing the , whale rogreſs' A 
Chriſtian's Ele, from firſt, fet 
out in che Wiys' of Godltheſs, to the 
Concluſion of them i eterdal BIAfef 
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S7 I e Chriſtian's Progreſs, as he 
grows in Grace, and adVances, In * 
Duties of his holy Caflfing- r 


re 
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06. 


SERMON II 
II. Secondly; To repreſent the N eceſ-. 


zrowth, and ſuch his Improvement. 
yy III. Thirdly, To p 2 out ſome Means 
whereby we all may be thus built up; 
ere, God, and an holy Ti 


an 1 


bi: 52 1 1 2 to 3 out 7h 1 


Steps and Stages of the Chriſtian's Pro- 
greſs, as he grows in Grace, and ad- 


vances in the, D of his holy: Cal- 
ling., T N OW 1 
The three gr reat Conditions Taguined 


K 


on our Part, by the Goſpel of Chriſt, are 


UI 10 and the Advantage of ſuch his 


29 


thoſe known Duties of Faith, Repen- 


tance, and Obedience. Let us then ob- 


ſerve the Progreſſes which. may be n 


in each of theſe. 2 


r. Eft in Faith; 5 wha an 


various Degrees; according to the va- 
rious Means there are of Conviction, 


and the different Uſes which are made 


of them. There is a Faith which is due 
10 natural Religion; and this, if duly 
purſued, wall: n us to ae Chri- 
Wee ales, l 1 28 has 

He 


a 


2 En _ = 
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Fi thui 'cometh to God (ſays the Au- 


Ch. xi. 6. thor to the Hebrews) "muſt believe that he 


be is 4 Rewarder of ſuub 


is.; and when once he believes the'Exi: 


ſtence of a Being adorn'd. with infinite 
Ferſection, he will the more eaſily be 


perſuaded to believe yet further, that 
him. When his Goodneſs is e 
it will not be hard to conceive he ſnould 
reveal his Will to reaſonable Creatures 
defirous of following it. His Holineſs 
makes it credible, th he would Proc 
vide a Reparation to injur'd' Majeſty, 
and conſult the Diſcipline of Law and 
Goverament. And when all this comes 


expreſsly aſcertain'd in a written Word, 


and atteſted with the Credentials of 4 | 


to the Induſtry which has been applied 


miraculous Power; his Truth gives then 
yet further Evidence, and poſitively 


vouches for the whole Tranſition. - In 


every Link of this Chain, there is a 
Weakneſs or a Strength, proportionable 


to faſten it, and to far upon the Mind 
an indubitable- Conviction. There is a 
Diſtruſt and Scrupuloſity on the one 


Hand, as there is on the other, a Fo 
| 4 


WS * MON 4 
an Peare in believing: There is a fint 
and dubious Expectation, as well as a 
Plerophory and full Aſſurunce of Hope. 
The Time is wiſely then, — 
ploy'd, which advances us by rational 
and proper Steps from the one of theſe 
to the other; Which leads us from Dark- 
neſs to Light, from dim and obſcure 
Notices, into more explicit and elear 
-Diſcoveries; which wears out our Per- 
plexities, and ſilences our Doubts,” and 
overſpreads us with the Ploafiireand the 
Calm of a full undliſtracted Perſuaſion. 
This is the proper Progreſs of our Faith; 
and it ſhould be our Endeavour to car- 

Ty it on by roms ge to its due Per- 
Salo. 

1284 Secondly. As Aspen is Asehe 
Cendslen of the Covenant made be- 
tween God and Man in Chriſt Feſws ; 
ſo there are various Degrees of Perfor- 
mance in it. The moſt abandon'd' Sin- 
ner is not perhaps without ſome lucid 
Titervals, wherein he wiſhes his Luſts 
leſs prevalent, and his Will more con- 
formable to the Dictates of his Under- 
1 Would he now have duly 


117 improv'd 


32 


improv'd - this favourable Diſp 
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thoſe Wiſhes would have grown n mo 1 


ardent, till they had extorted Kombim 
a Reſolution of better Practice. And 
that Reſolution would have ripen'd with 


Time into an effectual Purpoſe; which 
might have had its Fruit unto Holineſs, 


and have guarded ſufficiently againſt all 
future Lapſes. There is a tranſient and 
a godly Sorrow for Sin; the one is com- 


mon to moſt Oden the other 12work- 


eth Repentance unto Salvation. When it 
ends as it began, in the Formalities of a 


fruitleſs Grief, the Storm is ſoon over, 
and leaves the Mind but little: eee 
with the preceding Paſſion. 
But it has often a further. _ a 
ter Influence; and leads the Mind — 
ſome fainter Degrees of Remorſe, into 
all the Agonies of a more efficacious 
Compunction, till it ſettles in an utter 
Abhorrence of Sin, and a Delight in all 


the Opportunities of approving its own 
entire Converſion- A true Penitent 


wrought up into a juſt Senſe of his migh- 
ty Obligations to God, will ſtop at no 


aue, nor complain of any Hard- 


hips. 


ps. He will be. glad t to N what 
bean; of that vaſt Arrear wherein he is 
Debtor: to the divine Juſtice ; and there- 


SE R 


fore will be ever puſhing forwards with 


the utmoſt Induſtry, to demonſtrate his 

Sincerity , and to procure pap mnt 

and Pardon. ; 

No this 1 is a Diſpoſition Which in 
the . 


10 85 Third Place cannot but pon uce 
the moſt uniform and. carduat: Obe⸗ 


dienc. 
Such indeed is ths Nate 25 our r pre. 
ſent State, that we ſhall always have in 


it Blemiſhes enough to humble us, and 
to make Way upon Reflection for fur- 


ther Improvements. But then, tho In- 
firmities will always attend us in this 


frail Condition of Mortality, we may 


and we ought to be always paring from 
them, and diminiſhing both their Num- 


ber and Quality. We can never here 


love God as we ought, neither with that 
Diſintereſted neſs of Affection, nor that 
rdour of Devotion, which are doubtleſs 


| due: to his Slorious Perfections: But 


we may be — anne the 
Weng I. Defects 
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Defekts of the Paſſion, and miniſtring 
daily Fuel to this noble Flame. We 
cannot here entirely diveſt our Charity 
to our Neighbour from all Allays of 
Selfiſhneſs, nor work it up to that Pitch 
of univerſal Friendſhip which the com- 
mon Alliance of our Nature may in 
Strictneſs demand of all who belong to 
it : But we may, and we ought to make 
it more and more diffuſive, to heighten 
the ſocial Propenſity, and familiarize 
our Minds to the Offices of Benevolence 
and Humanity. | 
'Finally, tho? we cannot add all Points 
reſtrain our Paſſions from exceeding 
their appointed Boundaries; tho* Anger 
will ſometimes enflame, and Appetite 
tranſport us; yet we may, and we ought 
to gain Ground of our inordinate Affe- 
ions, to leffen their Influence, and to 
enlarge the Powers of our Reaſon and 
Virtue. / If we preſs forwards to PerfetFi- 
on, and rive in earneſt for the Maſtery, 
we ſhall grow by Degrees to be tempe- 
rate in all Things, and to command our 
interior Faculties with a fall Authority. 
her here; is no Paſſion fo — but Re- 
l  fokution 


| ſolution may ſtop it in this or that Exam 


ple. Imminent, foreſeen Danger will 
always do it. This Danger may be ſo 


repreſented, as to ſtop it in any aſſigna- 
it may do to Morrow; and will do it 
the more eaſily to Morrow for having 
done it to Day. A few Acts will go 
ſome Way towards the Habit; each will 


facilitate the next; and when the great 
Riſe of the Hill is once conquer'd, it 
will be eaſy to keep our Ground, and 


to gain yet more: For the Aſcent is 
ſteepeſt at firſt, and every Step will be 
taken with leſs of Labour and Re- 
luctance. 


There is indeed, ad muſt: ever b beg 


continual Progreſs: But, I fay, after the 


fir Aſperities are conquer'd, the Way 


gros ſmoother, and the Paſſage more 


practicable; till at Length there be an 
End of all Unwillingneſs and Conteſt; 


and the Teſtimonies of God become as well 


our Delight, as our Counſellors. 
Such are the Beginnings, ſuch the 
5 and Perfection of the 


Chriſtan: Life; theſe are the ſeveral 


D 2 Steps 
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ber a: ſuch a Promptitude 
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Steps and Stages by which it advances 
in the Duties of its holy Ne i 

I am next, gens __ oh ts 


D. Second Gate; to . the f 
N eceſlity and Advantage of this Growth 
and Improvement. Now this I ſhall do 
from the following Conſiderations. 

1. Firſt, That our Sincerity in Reli- 
gion can no otherwiſe be well approv'd, 
than by our Growth and png 
in it. Nor 

2. Secondly, Our Perſeverance be en- 
ſured whilſt we are at a Stand, -without 
further Progreſs. _ 

3. Thirdly, As Grace is the Seed of 
Glory, that Seed muſt riſe by gradual - 
Advances to its full and rape Matu- 


1. rſt, I ſay, our Sincerity i in Religi- | 


on can no otherwiſe be well approv'd, 


than wr our Growth and een 
1 ir. 
It is hardly lbs omni; that | 


a Man ſhould practiſe with good Mean- 


ing the Duties of his holy Calling, 


and 
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and Facility in that Practice, as may 
render it inviting and eaſy to him. 
Somewhat I know may be here object- 
ed from the Reluctances of Nature, and 
the Gainſayings of Fleſh and Blood. 
But Difficulties as great as any which 
can be hence pretended we ſee daily 
maſter'd, by Men who ſet themſelves in 
earneſt to contend with them. We ſee 
Diſpoſitions and Habits form'd in Fa- 
vour of Cuſtoms and of Practices, which 
could never have been learnt without 
much Induſtry and Labour: But yet 
when learnt, they go ſmoothly forward, 


not only without Fatigue, but with 


a good deal of Eaſe and Pleaſure to the 


Doer. Now let human Nature be re- 


preſented as averſe as you vleaſe- from 
the Diſcipline of Religion (as ſurely 
there is much of Averſion and Relu- 
ctance againſt it in our preſent Frame) 
yet a Man ſincerely deſirous to break 


thro? theſe Impediments, and careful to 


approve his Conſcience void of Offence, 
Will keep bent ſo long, till the Bent 
grows natural; will repeat and multiply 
the Acts of Virtue, till they become. fa- 
: D 3 miliar, 
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miliar, and till his Mind contracts a 


Diſpoſition towards them. I ſay his 


Sincerity in Religion ſuppoſes a Refiraine 
upon him, which ſhall keep him free 
from every Inſtance of wilful Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, as well as a Senſe of Duty, which 


hall lead him to embrace all Opportu- 


nities of Good. Allow this Reſtraint 


and this Senſe of Duty to ſit upon him 


at firſt uneaſily; yet if thoſe Apprehen- 
ſions continue, they will become more 


familiar with Time, till his Conſtitution 


be at laſt reconciled to them, embraces 
them as choſen Sentiments, and allows 
him to act with a full Conſent in Pur- 


ſuance of them. This, in Courſe, will 


be the Progreſs. of the Mind when it 
moves ſincerely in the Buſineſs of Re- 


ligion. In this, as in other Caſes, 'a 


conſtant Train of Acts will introduce 
Diſpoſitions and Habits : And when a 
Man has once contracted theſe, he will 


be prompted to go on yet further; each 


Step in his Progreſs wall increaſe. that 
Promptitude; and thus even the Byaſs 
of Nature will gradually draw towards 
he Side of racks. Thus you ſee how 
inſe- 
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inſeparably a Growth ; in Grace is an- 
nex'd to Sincerity | in the Performance 
of our Duty. 
and Connexion: Sincerity i in Religion 


_ implies a Conſtancy in acting religi- 
ouſly; and a Conſtancy in acting reli. 


gioully, will introduce by Degrees a Fa- 
ity and Habit of ſo acting. 


Delight in the Performance, and that 


Delight. will produce 2 Deſire of repens 


Again, 

2.Secondly,The N 1 of our Growth 
in Grace will be more apparent from 
this other Conſideration, that our Per- 


ſeverance cannot be enſured, whilſt we 


are at a Stand without furcher Pro- 
gr 0 
Lou may have obſerv'd Ba the fore- 
going Article, that Sincerity in Religion 
will in Time make Religion familiar and 
habitual to us; which cannot but pro- 
: duce a G and an e 
1 
For tho? we are always to expect in 
this World our Trials and our Conflicts, 
| — 4 and 


For obſerve the Proceſs 


Now 
2 will ever be e with a 
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and a are therefore not to give over 0 our 
Care and Watchfulneſs, yet it is impoſ- 

ſible that thoſe Trials and Conflicts 
fhould preſs at all Times equally, or 
that we ſhould ſtand always expoſed to 
the Heat of the Engagement. In the 
Courſe and Conduct of our ſpiritual 
Warfare, we ſhall doubtleſs either gain 
Ground or lofe it. So many Objects as 
this World abounds with to relax our 
Care, and to weaken our Reſiſtance; 
our Courage and Conſtancy © would 
be ſure to flag, if they were not ſup- 
ported by obſervable Advantages gain'd 


5 
0 


vice, and our Sincerity in diſcharging 
it, would grow cold and dubious, if 
they were not reliev'd with fome Re- 
ſpites from the continual Conteſt, and 
fome Enlargement in their Proſpects of 
a complete and perfect Victory. It is 
not indeed in our Nature to bear per- 
petual Oppoſition, or to act always up- 
on the Force againſt its darling Incli- 
nations. Thoſe Inclinations muſt them- 
ſelves be rectified, and gained over to 
the Caufe of Virtue, if we expect a prof. 
| Per Ous 
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in the Conflict. Our Zeal for the Ser- 


| Tawof Fe ill ble us to do 
ſome Things a8sinlt the Grain and Cur- 
rent of our own Propen! ſities. But tho 
in ſome few Examples, it may ſtand for 
a While againſt that Current, it is not 
to be hoped that it ſhould always do ſo, 
except the Current can be diyerted into 
another Channel; and ſo the Force of 
its Reſiſtance be thereby weakened. But 
now there will be, in the Compariſon, 
ſmall Danger of our Perſeverance, if, as 
Temptation is obſerved to leſſen, the 
20 80 of Religion be found to i 
ereaſe and multiply: Since the Man 
who has already got over the greateſt 
Difficulties of his Duty, and has no-w 
the Force of Habits to aſſiſt him in his 
Progreſs, has a fair and ſmooth Path be- 
fore him, and is in little Likelihood of 
ſtumbling or falling. It may ſtill indeed 
behoove him to take Heed of his Ways, af 
ter having turn d his Feet unto God's Tefti- 
monies ; becauſe how ſmooth: ſoever his 
Way may appear before him, there will 
always be ſome Aſcent, tho? that "Aſcent 


be 


= 8 wy tt = 


berge 5 rd 5 there may lurk, 

nobſerved, ſome untoward Impediments 
which may ſhock him in his Progreſs, 
at leaſt may retard his Adyances; an 

perhaps when he has well nigh gai in'd 
che Top of the Hill, may caſt him TEL 
long from it. Vet ſurely. with common 
| Care, and very little Labour, he may 
purſue his delightful Journey, thro? the 
Road he is ſo well acquainted. with; 
and not fail of reaching, the End of it 
in Peace and Safety. x. 

Thus again, you ſee the Malay of 
| a Growth in Grace, to our Perſeverance 
in it; that, if we do not go forwards, 
we ſhall certainly go backwards; aslike- 
wiſe, that our Perſeverance in Religion 
is much aſſiſted and ſecured * our Im- 
ovements in it. But, 

3. Thirdly, As Grace is the Seed of 
* that Seed (I obferv'd) muſt riſe 
by gradual Advances 0 its full and beo 
per Maturit 7. 

Heaven is n to \beceabdenad: as 
a State of Perfection, than as a Place of 
Entertainment. When we conſider it un- 
der the Eee Notion, we are too apt to 
| diſparage 
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diſparage it, by mean and improper 
Repreſentations. But when we view it 
under the former Character, and appre- 
hend this World as a School of Diſcipline, 
and-as a State of Preparation for another, 
the moſt juſt as well as moſt. Et 
Inference will be, that we endeavour to 
brighten thoſe Virtues which are there 
to ſhine out in their fulleſt Luſtre: If 
(for example) our Faith is there to be 
per 
mu the Laber Thing nat ſeen, as fare 
and firm as it is Nadal and poſſible 
to render it: If our Hope is there to be 
finiſh d by Enjoyment; that we enter- 
tain ourſelves here as much as we 

with the Earneſts of our e 
and with the Foretaſtes of our future 
Bliſs. If our Love to God and one an- 
other is there to be purg'd from every 


fected by Viſion; that we make at pre- 


Allay of Deſign and Selfiſhneſs; that 


bere it proceed upon Motives of the pu- 
reſt Kind, and advance by juſt Degrees 
to. the maſt. .extenſive and affect ionate 
Benevolence. For, this is only to learn 
our Leſſon beforehand, that we may not 
be Strangers to our ur Pup, when we my 
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of Company. Such indeed, and fo. in- 
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be brought to practiſe it before the beſt 


timate is the Alliance, between the Vir⸗ 
tues of this Life, and our Employments 
in a better, that without Holineſs no Man 
can ſee the Lord. And were he admitted 
to ſee him, he could take no Delight in 


a Preſence, ſo much too pure for his 


Filth, and ſo much too bright for his 


ſullied Manners. But now he, who by 


a due Improvement in the Methods of 


Grace is called ta his future State, with 
that previous Fitneſs which he will re. 


— 


ceive from ſuch his Improvement, will 
g0 into Heaven ripe for the Felicities and 


Glories of it. There is a Scale in Virtue; 


the loweſt Round of it js faſten'd to this W 


World, and the higheſt reaches to the 
other. Likethat Viſionary Ladder, which 
was ſeen by Jacob in his Dream; it opens 


A Communication between Men and 


Angels, and between Heayen and Earth. 


When the unavoidable Incumbrances of 
Fleſh and Blood are removed, and the 
Soul of ſuch a Man is cloathed With a 


proper Garment; it has little more to do 
than to continue its accuſtomed Exer- 


eiſes 


— 
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diſes, only adorned, as they will then 


—— Embelliſhments, and en- 
larged and beautified With new Improve- 


ments. The Change will be rather in 
Degree, than Subſtance; the ſame Vir- 


tues, only exalted; the ſame Diſpoſitions, 


Manners and Habits, only nde 
brightened up, and perfected. 
Thus you ſee what a natural 5 
neceſſary Connexion there is between 
our Growth in Grace, and our Ad- 
vances to future Glory. And from 
theſe ſeveral Views which have here 
been taken, it is eaſy to obſerve the 
Neceſſity and Advantage of ſuch our 
— and ſuch our Improvement. 
* come therefore now wunder, my 


Ill. Third Genera, To Doing out kong 
of the Means, whereby we all may be 
thus built up, an Habitation for Gad; 
and an holy Temple acceptable unto him. 
I. Hrſt, then, Since (as we have ob- 
ſerved) thoſe Habits of Virtue. Which 
are eſſential to our Improvement in it, 
are contracted by a frequent Repetition 
of - e A let us by all Means 
097% 1 cheriſh 


Wd 
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cheriſh the Opportunities of exerting 
thoſe Acts, that thereby we may con- 
tract a Promptitude towards the Habit. | 
A firm Reſolution will go far in this 
Way, and will bend down our native 
Propenſities to a Compliance with it. 
And then the Bent which was begur 


by mere Dint of Reſolution, will 


tate our Obedience in ſuch as are. 


to the Wiſdom of ancient Practice, hath 


brought in Time to continue, without 
further Violence. Cuſtom will fup 4 the 
Defects of Nature, and the Habits once 
gain d, will make the Practice _ ny 
pleaſurable. wx 

Method and Manapentent may arry 


us to Attainments, which, upon a gene- 
ral and diftant View of them, ſeem al. 


moſt impracticable. Some voluntary A- 
bridgements in Inſtances not command- 
ed may have their Uſe, and may facili- 
The 
Wiſdom of our Church, in Conformity 


recommended thefe to us in the preſent 


Seaſon ; that ' what may profitably be 
done at amy Time, we would do at this = 


Time more eſpecially. Nor is the Di- 


en of Seaſons for the more ſolemn 


Exerciſe 


Exerciſe of our Virtues, without! its Ten- 
deney to very advantageous Purpoſes: 
And it is a Contempt of Order and Au- 
thority to let them paſs over us un- 
heeded and unobſerved. The Out-works 
of Religion have ever as yet been eſteem- 
ech good Guards and Fences to it: And 
we ſhould not weaken its Barriers, if 
we really value its Security. For tho? 
the Form ofGodlinefs without its Power, 
_ i frivolous and worthleſs, yet any Pre- 
tence to the Power without the Form, 
das an aſſuming Air with it, and ſpeaks 
the preſumptuous Language of a bloated | 
| and vain Enthuſiaft. 9 
2. Therefore let us be Feier 101 im- 
partial in the Work of Self- Reflexion; of 
looking f into our own Minds; of obſer- 
ving our Advances, or remarking upon 
our own Backſlidings. Weeds are moft 
apt to grow up in a Soil that's neglected; 
whilſt Men fleep, the Enemy is moft apt 
to take Advantage, and to fow his Tares. 
R Many' unſeemly Paffrons takeRoot,whilft 
we attend not to their Rife, and are re- 
gardleſsof their Growth; and it ĩs much 
Tore ay to mip them in their earlieſt 
* 


|_- — have a deen rel. re: | 
Fleſh and Blood. 1 
| Thegeneral Reſpect toReligionrea ches 
bis. no further, than mere outward Decency, 
1 (it were well if it always reachꝰd fo farʒ) 
but among the moſt of thoſe whO pro 
13 feſs it, it ſeldom reaches much farther: 
1 And hence it is that we ſee ſo little of 
; the Fruits of Holineſs that the Man- 
ners of Men are ſo little regulated by it, 
when they can hope to eſcape a public 
1 Obſervation. But did they conſider it 
1 as it deſerves to be thought of, it would 
= weed out of their Hearts every Root of 
Bitterneſs, every rank and WOO Af 
fection. | 
I bere is in this Matter an nee 
able Neglect among ſuch, as would not 
only ſeem, but really would be reli- 
| gious. They ſuffer notorious Breaches 
Aupon their Virtue, great Allays of Infir- 
mity and Paſſion, to ſurpriſe and to poſ- 
ſeſs them, without obſerving, that theſe 
are diſcouraging Circumſtances, which 
ſet them far backward, and loſe a great 
deal of their Way towards Heaven. 
7 Whereas 
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here Wee eee pre 


eat che Growgh and Spreading, of t 


and enlarge thenceforwards the 1 n 
of heit Virta e. 
8. Thereſo | 
Minds to a full Perſuaſion, that,Reli- 


gion is the moſt important and concern. 


ing Buſineſs of our Lives. Were this 
 entertain'd as a governing Principle j in 
our Conduct, we ſhould never he Stragy 
gers to the State of our own Souls. 
Our ar would be always in 


| An induſtrious Manager of, worldly 


Intereſt is ſeldom. obſerved. to think 


he has enough, or to give over in the 


full Career of advantaging his Fortune: 


But it is eaſy for Men to think they 
have enough of Religion, becauſe they 
do not perhaps deſpiſe or blaſpheme 


„would expedite their Cure, 


e we ſhould: e vp 9 5 


and the Ballance of Loſs | 


it, have no ſcandalous Enormities to 


account for, and are much the ſame 
Men that they were, neither better 
nor worſe than ſome Time ago. All 
ee While 


ent, without 


Vol. II. N 2 moving | 


1 

1 

1 * 
173 , 


. 


5 y * 1 * » 1 
5 + "O'S. SI L 8 
| 5 5 4 2 
* OT | . 3 1 T7 ; 4 
Ph 5 * 
. K 1 "4 
— * 4 ar 4 Wl a 8 7 1 1 I " 9 
: 2 # 1 N | F 5 E 
*« $i 2 K 4 . T * 1 4 4 4 ' 

2 4 : i N ö ; ; . 8 

x x \ b q A 7 4 „ 


moving a 5b to towards Heave ng or 6k | 
ring any one Infirmity, which Wye 7 
0 tard their Advances thither. N ow: Te 


is much, if Vice" ſhould not gain an 


Intereſt where Virtue has ſo little; bür 
however, if Growth in Grace be 4 ne- 
ceſſary Duty, and the Improvement of 

a ſingle Talent expe | 


Pp ted from the T; 
repoſed in them, they have Reuſon my 


fear the Character of unprofitable Ser. 
vants, and to be caſt with him in the 
Goſpel, into outer Darkneſs, where ſhall 


be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth." 
4. Laſtly, Let us be diligent in out 


10 Ace upon all holy Offices, which 


may cultivate a Senſe of our Depend- 


- ence upon the Supreme Being, and caſt 


dur Minds into a Frame of Piety and 


a Religion. The more we conſider our 
ſelves under the Guidance and Go- 


vernment of infinite Wiſdom, the more 


intent we ſhall probably be upon our 
Conduct, and the more careful to ap- 


prove our Hearts before him, WhO 


ee them out and knows them 


Every Act of Worſhip we pay to God, 


N on his Part; Sovereignty, hos 
4 F 40s 1 an 


— 


and 3 as. on, n,ours, ladigence, 
Zeno and De 


to reſc rm. 'our Miſerriages,. 2 te i 
improve ou r Virtues, than a frequent 
A pplication to God i in the proper Inter- 
ourſes of religious Worſhip. Eſpech- - 
ally if we implore (asweought) inthem 
thoſe Succours of the Spirit, which are 
prorhiſed without Rede 
cere Petitioner. For then ſhall we res 
: DIS; Full leis, a Supply 0 our 
Defects, a Reparation of our Breaches, 
and an Addition of Grace to Grace, till 
the Dawn of that auſpicious Day, which 
ſhall cure us of alk our Defects, Ind y wipe 
801 the Memory of H Bur Breaches; 
"an d perfeck the N of his bleſſed 
He in the Glories of his eyeing 
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HE Plalmiſt is 1 4 0 Jeſcri 
bing the state and Condition 
of thoſe habitual and hard- 
ned Sinners, whoſe Delight 


is ever in Miſchief Wks: make daily 
Advances in Guilt, and have every Ima- 
Gen, vi. S gion of the Thoughts of their Heart only. 
| evil contixually. n 
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tainment for thin leiſure Hours. 
1% II. In the laſt Place, as a further 
Aeggravation, and 'indeeed/a further Rea. 


Jen of his Sin; gg tell us, pk he bo 


wrong turn'd; wry being 15 4] As. E 

great Wonder chat they ſhould run Riot 
upon Wickedneſs, gu induce him to 
Mew all Uncleanneſs Greedineſi. 
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55 e with the Character here 


Fires of an habitual Sinner; that he is 


one who. wo ava | — his Bed, 


loyd'upon | 
The Guilt and: | ger of hinko 
ploying them, and of ſo behaving, are 
ich enflamed, by theſe two Conſide- 
tions, which I wann ne 
„ent te m d nts ee e 
ane Nrſt, That the Time of; Dierks. 
ment is che fitteſkand.moſt likely Seaſon 
for raligious Influences to takes. Place 
and to have a due Effect. 
2. Heconaly, That when this Timeisn 

o pplied Ito Contrivances for Sin, it — 
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Fel- ca. I have thought upon thy Name, O Bord, in 


* 2 ix 


more und, more al ther nas 

Recor and Wi redheſs. © ©: 

. Firſt then, I ſay that the Time of 
abe nen is the Atteſt and moſt likeb 
Seaſon for religibus Influences to take 
Place, and to have a due Effect. 

©) When we have retreated dom Ge 
Buſtie and the Buſineſs of Life, when 
its Pleaſures are withdrawn out of Sight, 
and when all its Temptations are. co- 
werd With a Veil of Darkneſs; then, if 
ever, we may expect to commune with 
u vn Hearts, to confider the State and 

Condition of our Souls, to ftand! in awe 
of him who is inuiſible; with 
Darkneſs irſeif is indeed no Da 
-the Night is as clkur us ihe Day, | 
hom Dartneſs ani Light: are both: alike. 


'”  TheNight Seaſon (ays the holy: Bale 100 

and the Conſequenee was, that Neft 
en Sin is moſt apt to gain us by : 
1 Wp. welkave no Time to de- 


liberate, in rounder; in 
Heim: 100 een ene bai 'Ithe 


? 3% 
Bees 


| the various Bog; gements-of an 
Life, in hn of Society, and the 
bl Ys =o ad Barn the 1 ag 
| noglet 2 e ee ne and ts 
be ſhort in that Foreſight and Caution 
wherewith at more Leiſure i.might pro- 
-bably- arm it elf: + Retiri And 
Solitude haue aw /tlierbarts been 
thought fit Inſtruments of Religion, 
great reer imahe Tume of 
Temptation, and great Helpsiteortlexate 
tlie Soul above ſordid andi vulgar Erd- 
ſpects:: | 6 SiO. 203 9. och eiatfto: 
A. Accordingly our Saviour recommend- 
ed them byihis own Example, when he 
Was juſt entring upon the Diſchange of 
chis Commiſſion, Which he ſdlemniaul 
-by a Kece of Wey Days Antouthe Wil- 
Pure And the Fear of engaging too 
in the Entanglements of ehe 
-Worll, was / the Motive to ſome of His 
Followers, for chuſing a perpetual Bxile 
from all Interedufſes With it. Tnileetd 
55 s en Zeal of theirs was er- acted, and 
1 Pattern of their Maſter might be too 
e followed He retired f | 
509 World 
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tion to have no more t to do with-i it, and 
| conſequently to forſake all Opportuni- 


 terſpers'd amongſt the more active O 
caſions of Life, Are very fit in EO 
ſelves, to enliven the Spirit of Devoti 


jv and | 


World 7 Mg "RA to return 
ſpent ſome Time in Solitude, 8 he 


j 1 -ccme from it the more prepared 


for. the Work he had to do. Whereas 
they retired from it with no ſuch Pur- 
poſe, but inſtead thereof with a Reſolu- 


ties of ein Virtus. Their Example, 
commended in all its Parts to 
our eien, „yet * however to us, 
that the Interludes of Buſineſs, and = 
Seaſons: of Retirement, when duly in- 


on, to put us upon calling our Ways to 
Remembrance, and upon maintaining an 
Intercourſe with God in all holy Aſpi- 


rations. If ever we abſtract our Minds 


from the Objects of Senſe, it fhould be 


(one would think) when the Ob- 
jofts of Senſe. ſeem willing to withdraw, 
er to leave us A. Liberty and Laifge 
for more ſpiritual, Entertainihegts. If 
eyer ws eſcape from the Influence of this 
> 's Pollutions; ORR d be then 
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Th 46 Mun _ 
"W eil importunate Solliciations, | 

evi Fi r Reaſon re-afferts its Author 
| uld'be then,” (one would ina. 
e 1s nothing from with 
egy t its Pretenſions, or 5 
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Uſage, "will tin 
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re 3 repeated 


LL I 
tion 5 HON it. That Diſpo ion, whe 
fix'd and rooted, will i: in its turn affi 


and; forward. 1 the Action 5 inclines. 19: : 


o that by drawing upon ancyt 
15 e 2) 


enes and Contrivances 0 
the; Sinner prepares himſel elf t to pls ommit 


it With the mote. and the greafer Reatli- - 


neſs; ; that cad. neſs once Eontrated, 

Bains) upon. the Inclination, and thus 1 in 

45 1 75 is both 175 anc Cauſe, of his 

Say, if upon his Bed, and of his aQing jt 

e Stage of Life and 1 Conyerlation. 

15 he were not much in Hye with it, 

and greatly addicted to it, er 
would find a Time to interpoſe its 

fluences; and none ſo likely, none © fe 

Seaſon of Soli- 


to receive them, as the 
tude and Retirement. 


plqyed in aſſiſting t the Pretenſions of Sin, 
and in contriving and caterin for i 

various Proſpetts; this fixes . the Aﬀe- 

IFtions, entirely, upon, 1% ; rivets. them 
_Tloſe to it, and makes a' Separation al- 


moſt impradticable. "When the Hours 5 
| "Or - 
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But when this 
is gain'd over to other Purpoſes, . is em- 


— 


05 Man 77 i a and 4 800 % 
Cone would fear). too deeply to be ever 
divorced from it. It is 4 e 
Symptom, and ſpeaks 4 Min Well in- 
clined towards Religion, when his 
Thoughts are much — 5 often employ d 
upon it; when he delights to A 
upon the Precepts, and to make the Teftt- 
"monies of God his Counſellors : It is; Lay, 
a Sign that he is already well diſpoſed, 
and gives Cauſe of Hope, that he will 
be daily better. For thus, in all Like- 
Yhood, 115 will grow to practiſe the Du- 
ties of his holy Calling Wich more Chear- 
fulneſs and Vigour; and the more he is 
exercisd in the Adds of Virtue, and in 
Meditations about it, the more Delight 
he will take in ſuch Exerciſes; the more 
familiar they w. ill bet to him, and thence 
the more pleaigg. 
It is in like Manne et as acc 1 
Symptom of 4 Man's Progreſs. in Sin, 
When the main Bent of his Purpoſes his 0 
always an Aſpect towards it, When it 
W a Paſſage to his Mind, poirene- 
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: ry Occaſion of Receſs 45d Leilure; it 
lodks, I ſay, as if his T houghts did ne- 


ver willingly abſent from it, hen they 
return to it as oſten as Occaſions give 
Leave. This has of it ſelf an unpro- 


— up already to a reprobate Mind. 
ut it hath moreover a further Tenden- 


cy to engage him yet more deeply, to 


ripen the Habits of 8in more perfectly, 
| oo to faſten upon his Mind thoſe Li- 
kings and Diſpoſitions to it, which are 
ever ſo apt to ariſe from Cuſtom, and 

from repeated Uſage. What is much 


in a Man's Thoughts will often flow. into 


his Praftice ; and what he chuſes at an 
Hour of Leifure will claim his en 
rance in a more active Seaſon. 

If therefore he deviſeth Miſchief. upon 
his Bed, if his Hours of Retirement are 
ſpent in hatching and in forming it; 
this will both prove him already much 
diſpoſed to ir, and will heighten more- 
over that untoward Propenſity. Now 


pn ger are ſorely aggravated. 
The Text harm nie 


miſing View, and ſeems to ſpeak him 


from theſe Conſiderations his Guile and 


51 dat Place, I 
count, and to ſhew: ſome Cauſe of his 
thus proceeding ;: of the Abuſe he puts 
upon his Hours of Leiſure. He ſetteth 
himſelf in a Way that is not good (ſays our 
Bible) or (as the Verſion of our Palter 


renders. it) He hath: ſet himſelf in no. good = 


Way; i. e. He hath provided himſelf 


with no fit Entertainment for the Sea= 


ſonsof Solitude and Reticement. Hence, 
when they find him thus unguarded; 
din the more eaſily makes its Approaches, 
and finds the readier ne n 
Him. Here i 
It ſhall therefore bei my Ruine to 
repreſent to you the Miſchiefs of this 
fatal Neglect, with what Guilt, and 
What Conſequence hs is always attend- 
The firſt Article L ſhall draw up a- 
3 gainſt;! it, is the Abuſe of a Truſt repoſed 
in us all by a gracious. Providence, 
The Scriptures repreſent our Condition 
in this Life, as a State of Diſcipline and 
Preparation for a better. And indeed 


tan e 0 pit ſeems ro. 9105 


en improving c Our 


poſing all our Facylties:to a Ri 1 
and Capacity for eternal Bliſs. The 


Time for it is, that Continuance i in Life 
vhich the Providence of God allows us; 
Vor. "aww: the Night cometh no Man can 
work, But as every Act of Life cannot 
be ſoppoſed to be an immediate Act of 


Religion (there being ſo many neceſſary 


Avocations from it) therefore we ſhould 
be always in Habit diſpoſed to it, tho? 
the Adis be frequently and neceſſarily 
interrupted. Then the Seaſons of Soli- 
tude and Leiſure, inſtead of being em- 


ploy'd upon Contrivances for Sin, would 


naturally fall upon the Offices of Reli- 
gion, and upon furthering thoſe Im- 
| proyements which are expected from us, 
in all good and laudable Qualifications, 


they ſaid unto me, let us go. into the Hou 
of the Lord. Being of | himſelf | well. 
inclined he readily embrac'd the Motion 
from others; and cloſed with the firſt Op- 
Vol. I. Pie 
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Twas glad (ſays the holy Plalmiſt), when Plal. exxii. 
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portunity which was o Fer'd of p preſent= 
elf before his Maker. | Had: nor 
his Mind been previouſly form'd and fa- 


ing himſelf 
vourably diſpos'd' towards God and 


; Goodnels ; ; had it not been ſeafon'd be- 


forehand with a Tincture of Virtue, and 


upon their Hands, would never com. 
Plain that they have too much of it, did 
they confider its Value and its juſt Im- 


Found furniſh'd with all proper and ne- 


habitually bent towards Acts of Devo- 
tion, he would have ſought in all Like- 


lihood for other Amuſements, and might 


have eaſily found them in the Abun- 


dance and Splendor of a Royal Fortune. 
What ſhall wedo, or how ſhall we ſpend 


the Morrow ? was to him no Queftion. 
Thoſe who have the moſt of Time 


portance. Were it only this fingle Re- 


gard, that we muſt in Time provide for | 


Eternity, this alone ſhould rouze our 
moſt active Diligence, that we may be 


ceſſary Means for ſo great a Purpoſe. 
But when it is further conſider d, that 
this Time is to us uncertain, that this 


Night, for ought we know, our Souls 
may be required from us, and "that there- 


. fore 


$i E R M © 0 f 1 III. 
fore Eternity may depend, as to us, up» 


on the Uſe we make of the few prefect 
Moments; this is ſtill a further Incen- 
tive for applying them all to the moſt 
important Purpoſes, without the Loſs 


of one; ſince that one may prove our on- 


ly Opportunity. But now except we be 


habitually principled in this Perſuaſion, 
and diſp oled beforehand to 4 careful Pro- 

viſion for this one Thing needful, the 
Oecaſions of it will find us unprep oardd 
to embrace them; and ſo will paſs over 
us without any Improvement. The 


Hours of Buſineſs, or of Preparation 


for it; even thoſe of juſt or neceſſary 


Recreation, when employ'd with Inno- 


_ cence, will account for themſelves with- 


| out further Apology: Thoſe of perfect 


Leiſure and Retirement, are the dangerous 
Articles which it will be hardeſt to ad- 
juſt; if the Mind has no ſtanding Byaſs 
which ſhould incline it to Good, When 
free from external Hindrances. If the 


Soul has no Reliſh for Religion, no Apt - 


neſs for diſcerning the Beauties of Ho. 
lineſs; Leiſure will rather be found to 
— n to 7 it towards 
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them. But how great will then be the 


Guilt which is thus contracted? When 
the Time allotted us to do the Work of 
him who ſent us into this World for his 
Glory, is employ'd to his Diſbonour, and 


in Diſobedience to his Laws! When the 


Seaſons aſſign'd us for working out our 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling , 
are either thro? mere Jdleneſs neglected, 
or thro' downright Vice perverted | If 
the Servant, who hid his Talent in'a 


Napkin, was adjudg'd tòõ the Tormen- 


tors, for his groſs Neglect; of how much 
ſorer Puniſhment ſhall he be thought | 
worthy, who not content to hide, ex- 


poſes and abuſes and profuſely ſquanders 
it upon the Purſuits of Sin? ?Tis ſome- 


What to forget, but more to betray a 


Truſt; tis bad to fand ſtill, and not to 


improve, but *tis worſe to go backwards, 
and to heighten continually: the Account 
of Guilt. 

2. Secondly, Therefore it — hate 48 


ſerve to be conſidered, that he who makes 
no Advances forwards will certainly go 
| backwards ; that he, who has not laid 

in a fit Proviſion for a good Uſe of his 


Time 


SERM ON UI. 


Time, will certainly put it to abad one. 
The Soul of Man is of an active and 
fprightly Make, and will not bear to lie 
long idle. If it be not furniſh'd with 


innocent or uſeful Employments, it will 
engage in ſuch as are vicious and hurt- 
ful. If it be not ſet in a good Way, it 
will ſet itſelf in an ill one. The former 
will require from us ſome Endeavours 
and ſome Care to manage ſucceſsfully; 
but the latter will ſhift for itſelf; and 
Will ſhift with the more fatal Efficacy, 
for having been neglected. The mere 


Rankneſs of the Soil will bring up Weeds 
and uſeleſs Productions; but a Plant of 
Value muſt be culiivaced with due Ap- 


plication, and induſtriouſſy fenced a- 


gainſt the Blaſts of an injurious Seaſon. 


It is really Diſgrace to human Nature, 


that two ſuch noble Faculties as our 


Wills and Underſtandings, ſhould be 
ſuffered to lie undiſciplined and unim- 


prov'd, while ſo many meaner Occaſions 


intrude upon us, and ſteal from us thoſe 


precious Hours which might be em- 
ploy'd to ſo great Advantage. But the 


rr of the N eglect 1 is not here the 
24511 | F. 3 only 
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N 
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17 
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only, nor the greateſt, tho* it be in it 
{elf a very ſcandalous and ſhameful Grie- 
vance. For the Omiſſion of Good will 


open a Way ta the Conmiſſi on of Evil. 


The Ground we might gain in Firtue, 
will be gain'd to Vice; and Sun will en. 
ter where it finds the Paſſage not guard. 


ed by a vigilant and lively Senſe of Duty. 


To the one we are aways liable from the 


Influence of our native Corruptions; 


whereas the other is acquired by a Courſe 
of Diſcipline and Labour, and of many 


a reſolute Stand againſt aur own De- 


fires. Wherefore if this Care be relax'd, 
and this Diſcipline unbent, there will be 
nothing left to oppoſe againſt even the 
weakeſt Impreſſions of a tempting Ob- 
jet. A Man's own Paſſions will Lal 


ſuggeſt to him how he ſhould uſe his 
Hours of Leiſure, if he knows not be. 


forehand how otherwiſe to uſe them. If 
we are not prepared to fill up the blank 
Spaces in Life, as oſten as they occur. 


to us; Sin, we know, is a ready Coun- 


ſellor, and will preſently ſuggeſt © to us 
"yl Means of filing e chte 


"I 
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T here i is no Circumſtance i in Life or 7 


Fort une which can excuſe, or Need ex- 
poſe us to an Abuſe of this great Depo- 

 ſitum, .. Highand Low, Rich and Poor, 
255 with another muſt all account for 
Tis, to Many a Degree of Misfor- 


_ 85 not to have been bred to ſome 


Employment; but tis a greater not to 
know how to find one. So many Occa- 
ſions of improving ourſelves; fo many 
Opportunities as there are of doing Good 
to others; ſo many Avocations by neceſ- 
fary Buſineſs, and ſo many innocent Arts 
of Amuſement, will leave very little Ex- 
cuſe to the moſt ignorant for their Want 
of Knowledge, or to the more knowing 
for their Waak of further Improvement ; 
to the Men of Leſure, for their Want ok 
a oy Employment ; or to the Men of Bu- 
_ ſoneſs for miſapplying 1 their Hours of Re- 
firement. 

All might, all os 805 to find, in the 
Improvement of themſelves, and in Ser- 
vice to God or Man, a ſufficient Occu- 
pation. of their vacant Seaſons, to ſilence 

* ne of. 99. . Leiſure ; 
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cleanneſs with Greedineſs. © 


wot any thing that is Evil, 


which have any Tende 
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00 oke to from the Text; which is the 
| * Aggravation, | and indeed the 
further Reaſon of that Man's Sin, 
who misbehaves in the Caſe befyre us; 


And it conſiſts in this, that he abhorreth 


not Evil. His Affections are > all ES 


N 


edneſs, and ind FIR, to commit ral Un. 
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EL. That he abhorreth not Boi is, , Tay, 
an Aggravation of his Sin; for it im- = 


| plies, that his Reaſon is ſubdued to it, 


and Grace extinguiſb'd. The Verſion 
of our Pſalter. renders it, He abhorreth 
which ſeems 


to intimate a Reſolution to ſtick at no 


Enormity, but to 'wade through all the 


conceivable” Degrees of Wickedneſs, 
Icy to promote 


his Ends, and to advance his Purpoſes. . 
Now a Man who has brought his Con- 
ſcience to this Paſs, muſt have ſear'd it 

eee 


5 compliant. $1 n as our rt 
is, Heh is ſtill ſome Modeſty leſt in it, 
and ſome Reluc ance . the groſſer 
Inſtances of Guilt. © I he Complexion of 
Man will riſeat the” Thought of them; 
and will power ully reſtrain him from 


1 App roaches't towards them. The Aids 


of the Spirit of God will interpoſe with 
their preventive Influence and will 
give Weight and Strength to the Remon- 
ſtrances of his own Mind. 5 
have been a deep Progreſs in Guilt, 
fore theſe Obſtacles: Will be eaſily ſur- 
mounted great Violence offered to his 
own Reaſon, and much L Deſpite to the 
Spirit of Grabe. Now the Proportion of 
Guilt turns very much upon the Propor- 
tionof Helps and Hindrances, with which 
4 Man is either aſſiſted or ineumbred 
in the Diſcharge of his Duty Where 
he has powerful Convictions to reſtrain 
him from offending; theſe are juſtly 
charged to his Account, „ as Helps to 
keep him firm in the Paths of Righte- 
ouſneſs. He muſt take Pains to ſilence 
em, or ang ſtop his] 


here muſt - 
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For a good While the Tunocence of a 
Man is guarded. by his Complexion; when. ; 
ſome Breaches have been made upon it, 


yet to fin with an high Hand, in infa- 
mous and baſe: Examples, i is an Attain- 
ment which requires ſome Time to ri- 


pen it, and ſome Struggle with his own. 


Mind, before he can conſent to it. This 
Time and this Struggle are providential 


Helps, which, if he would uſe them 


rightly, would enable him to eſcape, 


and bring him out of the Snare with In- 
nocence and Honour, But when inſtead 


of applying them to this happy Purpoſe, 


be furiouſiy breaks: thro? all Impedi- 


ments, and ruſhes upon Sin in Sight of 
of its fatal Conſequences; he evidences 
plainly, that he's Proof againſt Grace 


and Reaſon, and irretrievably bent up- 
on his own. Deſtruction. In the next 


Inſtance therefore he ill fin: with leſs 
Reluctance, and will be more caſily in- 


duced to go greater Lengths in it. His 


Abhorrence of Evil will ſlacken by the 
fame Steps and Degrees, wherewith he 


bas been accuſtomed to elude or de- 


Bvery Step ke takes, — every Conqueſt 
he gains aver his own Reaſon, increaſes 
his Arrear of Guilt, as 
Senfe and Are en of it. It is a 
common Progreſs, tg defend upon Prin. 
deal what had its Riſe from Frailty; to 
oceed from Jnfirmity to wilful: Guilt; 
nd from ſinning agaiuſt emen wo 

fin away all Conviction.1 
Nou this, I fay, as it is a very great 
- Aggravation of the Offences thus com. 
ny ſo is, 7 

2. Secondly, a ſarthiie Reaſon UP ap 
are committed. Abhorrence of Evil, is 


tie belt and ſoreit Gand aginft ö 
a Man loves and likes it, he will, at one 
Time or other, be gain'd upon to em- 


brace it. For a State of Neutrality: be. 
tween Vice and Virtue is 1 
and impoſſible to human Nature; which 
is too much a Borderer upon both, not 
to take Part with oze, or with the ather. 
If Grace and Reaſon cannot obtain of 


us to deny Ungodlineſ and worldly Laſis 
thoſe Lyfts will prevail with us to com- 
ply with their Demands, to quench” the © 


Hrn, w_ to deny our Reaſon. He there- 
fore 


it leſſens his 


cable, 
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fore who cannot n up his Mind to 
a practical and full Perſuaſion, that Vice 
and Wickedneſs deſerve his Hatred a 
Averſion; and -who cannot thence wy | 
gage his Affectiong againſt Sin; will find 
himſelf inclined to Þke it when it comes 
recommended to him, with its cuſtom- 
ary Charms. When once the Quarrel is 
ſo far made up between his Reaſon and 
his Vices, that he finds no great Re- 
luctance of the one againſt the other; the 
Reconciliation will ſoon be perfected; 
and then there will be an End of all 
further Struggle. Sin hath always a 
Friend in our Boſom to plead its Cauſe, 
and to recommend its Pretenſions. When 
once we grow languid and indifferent 
in the Buſineſs of Religion; when it 
ceaſes to be eſteemed of as a Thing of 
the utmoſt Importance; and when: our 
Paſſions are grown cold in the Purſuit 
of it, and we can qbſerve its Intereſt de- 
elining in our Hearts, without Solici- 
tude and Emotion, and an Hatred of the 
Cauſes which appear to leſſen it; Vice, 
__ _ Ns is enn 0 Aſcend- 
ant; 5 


7 


ant; and will daily pros E 
its Hold upon us. 192 

He therefore who 4 5 not Evil, 
will ſoon, tis to be feared, abhor that 
which is Good; at leaſt he will not fo 
far retain a Liking to his Duty, as ſhall 
carry him thro? it, when there is any 
thing to withſtand it. Difficulties are 
never undertook, or however not ma- 


ſter'd, where ! is not a good Mea- 
ſure of Zeal, to engage a Man in the 
Eaterprize, and to carry him through 
it, in Spight of all Impediments. So 
that *tis a Character of worſe Conſe- 
quence, than it ſeems at firſt View to 
carry with it, to have at Heart no Ab- 
horrence of Evil, and is join'd, you ſee, 
_ with that of the habitual Sinner, as 
| what contributes to make him ſo, 
and is beſides a tee of his be- 
ing ſo. 
We may obſerve then hence; that 
Principle is neceſſary to Practice; that a 
Love of God and of our Duty is an ef- 
ſential Ingredient into an acceptable O- 
ene and that we ſhall never be 


ſecure 


in in Sheng 


, \. * 


. 0 d 


ſecure 1 he "lm of gin, BY we 
have entirely caſt off all Inclinations to 


it. This, indeed is a Privilege, Which 
in its fulleſt Perfection, is reſerved to a 


State of confirmed and perfect Holineſs; 
but the neater Approaches we here ſhall 


make to what we are hereafter defign'd 


for, the brighter will be the Glory, 
which ſhall then encircle us; the more 
we ſtretch out our preſent Powers to 
the Attainments of Gag the more 
enlarged will our future Capacities be, 


for the Reception of Happineſs ; and the 


more we diveſt ourſelves of the Frail- 
ties cleaving to us in the Time which 


now is, the more exalted will our Re- 


compence prove, in that bleſſed Day, 
when Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up 


oOf Life. 


Finally, Let our Seaſons of Retire: 
ment be ſanctified by Offices of Devo- 
tion towards God, * of good Will 
towards Man. Let our Prayers and our 
Alms go jointly up for a Memorial bes 


fore the Throne of Grace. 


The DiſtinQtion of Seaſons for that 
mor G 


MON II. 
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more ſolemn Enerciſe of our Virtues is 


wiſely ordered, in a World abounding 
with ſuch various Avocations from our 


Is Our Church in pious Conformity to 


ancient Practice, reminds us of it in the 
preſent Juncture. But in vain are the 


wiſeſt Appointments made, if no Re- 
gard be paid to them. The Opportu- 
nities of Good neglected enflame our 
Account of Guilt, and treaſure up Wrath 
for us in the Day of Wrath. 

You can want no Motives to the Diſ- 
charge of ſo confeſſed a Duty, as that 


which a very laudable Cuſtom will pre- 


ſently lay before you. The infinite 
Mercies of God your Saviour, the vari- 
ous Miſeries of Man your Neighbour, 


the manifold Diſtreſſes to which you are 
all obnoxious amidft the ſeveral Uncer- 


tainties of Life and Fortune, the Num- 


bers of thoſe who in this extenſive Di- 
ſtrict implore your Succour, the Deſti- 


tutions of the Aged, the Cries of the 
Orphan, and the Tears of the Widow, 
are all Perfuaſions to you to conſider 


their 
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mnothas: are rich in 


Tis 


3 0 peculiar n 
Sod 910 e, with re 
pect to the Occaſion. upon 
Which it Was given; the 
[Reaſon of it is | 
Alike "extenſive to all th ® 
Church. Indeed, N of 
"0 Vor. II. Eu 
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g paled, and thence have mou Tenn | 
tion to deſert it. 5 
Thus far 1 a / Ms: Was 


the Chriſtian Church. 
nor any Juncture of Life, wherein they 


that will be rich, i. e. they that have much 
ſet their Hearts on being ſo, and have 


ſtle to Timothy, is virtually a Se a 


When Religion ties under + pub 


UT. to 1 by 16 are 8 e. moiſt en 


peculiar to the perſecuted Condition 'of 


But as there i is no Foſture of KfBairs 7 | 


ſucceeded in their Purpoſe, may not 
probably fall into ſome Snare or other; 


as à Slippery Station gives evermore a 
| Suſpicion, that the Perſons planted in it 
may not keep their Ground, nor abide 
the Teſt of its various Tem 


tations; it 
is hence incumbent upon thoſe, Who 
are careful for their Safety, to admoniſh 
them of their Danger, and to prels.; up- 
on them the walking aneh. 2 
The Charge here given by ow "0 


* / 


every Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
There is, we ſee, a good deal. of Em. 
phiaſis i in the Manner, of mn ring it; 
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Whecher they would hear i ar, — 

| not enter into Conſideration; Timo- 

VB was to perform his Part, and to 

tiſque the Cenfures which ſhould, be il 

on upon.bis Condyas::c) 2... ] 

ether, therefore, a People apt to 5 
| high-mind zould: bear a-Caution 


w 


to be no Part of =_ 
| neſtion ; ſince the leſs they would 3 
endure i it, the more Reaſon; there was } 
to preſs it; as where the Danger is greats = 
ſt, there i is ever moſt O 5 = 
Men of it. e ol ij 
— given by | 

| Apoſtle there d 
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L arbe 7 peculiar Snare v ich tie 
vier are abet to fall into, of being 
high-minded, and or” ruſting in üer. 
tain Riches 009% ee 

Both theſe have of clear Hi evident 
Foundation in the Text. As to the 
1. Nrſt we may obſerve, that Tim why 
was chief Officer in the Church of Ephe. 
| ſus, as ſuch it was his Buſineſs to ſee 
his People” dere ſtru Qed in Things 
cerning ler een Welfare, to 
rouze up the Slothful, to foften the e Ob. J- 
durate, to melt the kmpeni itent, to con- 
_ vince the Unbelieving, to perfuade the 
Reluctant, to rebuke the Prefumptuous 
and Diſorderly, and to Warn tlie Finer 
of 'his Bangert. 
Whatſoever elſe may hve "00 Jud 4 
extraordinary in the Office of our Ephe- 
ſian Biſhop, thefe were apparently ſuch 
common Parts of it as deſcended from 
him upon all his Succeſſors: Who, as 
well as himſelf, were to preach the Mord, 
70 be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon ; 
70” reprove, rebuke and exhort with all ? 
Lang-Suffering” and — . 
| on | Whatever | - 


muſt emo his Via! e va 1 2 5 
15 If Afflictions and Diſtreſſes how down: 


his Flock, be, muſt apply to them the 
Word of ſpiritual Conſolation; ziand en- 
deavour to raiſe, or to ſupport, them 
W ith the Hape of their, Sai, on 


Providence hath. * them N 


worldly. Bleſſings ; „ and their, Hearts 
be thence. obſer ved, to fix-togicagerly 


on the Enjoyments of Life; the Cure 
guſt ſuit the B „ and che Baden: 
vour muſt be to rectify their Senſe of of 
Things, to convince them of the 
ea between . and eten 


IQ d, to put; — in 
e are 5 far mpeh no. 
500 0 b and ae 1 


Ko "Al hes the Tex imp eber 


| * Ne 8 


bh e rin thi 1 1 
better, His 1 ed ; endure it. But T 0d. 2 
oye in eh” 4 fit: ih e hs 


; whict rich In are ber ppl 4 as 
apteſt to fall into; vi. of being Net 
minded; and of truſting in uncertain 
Kiches. IP he Apoſtle would ſcarce have 
inſtanced, where there was not great 
Likelihood of finding an Example; nor 
would he have choſen to i pecify theſe 
two- Vices, if the Caſe had not led ta 
them, as dhe moſt uſual Concomitants 
of great Abundance. Were Reaſon a+ 
| fone to goverit Men, it might be leſs ap: 
prehended; that Riches ſhould prove 
the Parent of Pride, But as Self- Love 
is ever eredulous, and as Riches create 
Dependences, and make Men obſequi- 
ous to thoſe WhO are fyrniſh'd with . 
Means of profiting them; the Man of 
Wealth is ſure to hear of his Virtues, 


_ and even to hate Virtues found for 

bim which are not to be found in him. 

Fhattery ie W ord of ill Sound, and yet 
carries 


not may 4 Ie of chk who Feng 
bear-it, when groſs and palpable, it will 


© — welt with wen d Numbers, when i 


F 1 £18, 5 £4 
N 8 "2 


Gorch hs an g's for Men who can 
requite a good Word witli a berter Deed, 
and pay off a TRE im Ny with a ſub- 
ſtantial Kindneſs. 

Nor will that Cretulity which II 


| Men are prone to in favour. of their 


own Character, ſuffer theſe Men to exa- 
mine. rigorouſly the Proofs of What ts 
ſuggeſted to their own Advantage. 
They can eaſily believe wh: 
nn h 


ſelves in ſo fair a Light; a 


1 


hat reptelen s 
frequently held to them, and 


0 ſeldom confured by ſire be cage 22 | 


Power. Wh 1a 55 the 


fome, 
ae ae from knen and ſrom the 
dees US - Vai © 


* 


and the real Advantages which 


9 N M 


Unwillingneſs of all to ihm . Con- 
ſequences of a potent Bamich em 
thoſe Storms and Temr e] auen h vi 
| the lower Lije,-: and ing 
Men what be 1 
the Means of cure, Wed onom 3 
But now a Man who hears of nothing 
but his Virtus, grows apt to thinle that 
he has no Vices. When he lives amidſt 
Peals of Compliment, and converſes 
Vith none but his oof? humble Servants, 
he loſes inſenſibly his Taſte of Truth, 
and grows fond of the Knovis, ho are 
forwardeſt to make a Fb of him: 2 * 11 
Converſation is become an Axt, fror 
Which the old artis Simplicity: is; N. 
moſt. baniſh'd.,. Good Senſe and good 
Meaning will not do, without ſome- | 
what of Diſguiſe; and ſome: further Pre- 
tenſions than can reaſonably be ered ited. 
What the Flatterer begun with Den, 
is ſo adopted and eſpouſed hy A ſbion, 
that the Polite and Delicate are fond of 
wearing 'Uhy when they mean no more 
by 3 it, than to live in Form. And as 
they who live gt ſo, give and receiv: 
the! tn 5 gb": well m anagec 
RI 8 1 Courtſbip; 


** 


* 
— 


S'E IK M 4 F % N F .Y * FF. 
they are the amteſt hence th 
das: and to ſuffer thoſe Miſchiefs which 
. uſually found to ar iſe fr om 2 2 hy | 
71 2188 the World. Wil tender, of touchi: 

BC {Ms chro? Negs 


per wt 15 43 this more ſervices 
bie, than — — that he 
ſearches aße War de 


— himſelf for Want of a proper in. 
Amma to eflect his own: 
wi -- But, beſides this Aptmeſs in h 
4 22 our dowd, in hin 6 
es eee e to nee 


> much n them, = AS 
X he contain. in them all w + an 


- 


| ties of human IL. 


1 


14 to, will employ the Hands with a cor» 
reſpondent Vigour. If the Sum of our 


[1 Bent and influence are coy ted with 
ls SEO ME TX © Mi Tore * a a oof 


Bleſs / 


in ſome a laviſb Abuſe, and in others 4 
Jordid, if am, ee of them. ice 


mon Ex 


S E * MN ON. 
1 dußerung in the common © Ja 


ch eee de ben 


Opinion of 


Ssuted, ir — — a. 
— proportion d Fondneſs for um hat ſhould 


be ſo 3 and 
this according to the Difference of 
theit Owner” -Diſpolitions; would beget 


Whatever the Heart is much inclined 


preſent — be agreed to conſiſt 


in any ſingle Object; it will in a Mans 


ner engroſs our Affe tions, which wy 
but too apt to purſue the Ap; »arances 
of preſerit Good. Wealth is the- toms 
lange for many and great Ac. 
commodations, which miniſter reſpe- 
Aively to the Pleaſure and Pride af Life. 
— ir eaſſly ul for n= ve i. 


valuable” in thoſe  Accntmodarion 1 


beer fo Ups + a hare ef f thete r Rapps 
neſs concern'd in them. Hence the 
Man who has in his Pov wer the Means 
5 of his Are Happineſs, is rery et 


E elle to go on increaſing thoſe Means 
without Meaſure or Satiety ; What he 
is ſo infinitely fond of, he is not eaſily 
perſuaded to baulk the Occaſions of obs 
taining; and as Sufficiency is a Word 
of a large Extent, and an undetermin'd 7 
Signification, 'he' proceeds, as long as 
Lie wil ſuffer him, in his Endeayours 
. to procure it; ſo loſes all true Enj 
by his reſtleſs Purſuit aſter the Means of 
Fajoyiment. Thus his Soul (it may be) 
zs required from him, before it Sr taken 
the Eaſe it promiſed him. It is harder 
to manage Wealth in a juſt Decorum 
tan it is to get it, where the Occaſions 
are fairly opened. Men of contracted 
Minds and narrow VUnderſtandings have 
galten been obſerv'd to thrive in their 


pn without” kelbwiny* how to 22 
chem. "Eyen they who are well enough 
1 „„ | Incline 


f $4 
V - s. 3 i p 
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: 2 Wy 5 i . 
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(a are too often empted to 
_ them, by Exceſs and Riot, and jy 
gratifying each unruly Appetite in its 
diſorderly Demands. The Senſe of Re- 
ligion, muſt be ſtrongand pox 
mult have an uncommon Influence, 
Which can keep a Man within the 
Bounds of Pe who. has no Check 
to reſtrain him, heſides what muſt be 
ferch'd from beyond the Graye..; When 
he feels himſelf ſurrounded with the 
Bleſhags of Life, and finds it 505 Seas 
and pleaſant to be hee, the Apprehens 
fions, of, what ſhall, come he 
the leis likely. to have Weight 
great a+ Variety of pl | 7 
Motives. It is 7 5 in u his is Power, 
and we ſee tha it is ſo inyariqus Examples; 
to bear up againſt any Penſuaſives which 5 
would draw him into Sin; and it ma- 
nifeſts to . _e 7 of his 
chem. Bok 8 e 
Bur as every yCopdition of Lage has 3 
Sun which moſt eaſily beſets it, a Tempta : 
tion ariſing out of it, which is always 
Fs e pon the Duties e 


verful, and 


from it; bere it is, n this Resten and 
Virtue of a Man are put to their pro- 
per Teſt; this is the Sphere which the 
Providence of God has aſſign'd him to 
moye in, and to approve his Conduct, 
by att within the Rules preſcribed 
to him. 


Here bis hips nd" Eibe NI ES 


; fairly ſtated ; what were his Temptations, 
and in the Aſſfrances he might have 
had againſt them. | 
And let him remember always, that 
the Good he might have done and did 
not, will be imputed to him for an Ar- 
ticle of Guilt; as the Evil to which he 
was tempted without giving into it, 
bir by the ſame equitable Conſtruction, 
pals in his Account for an Tiem of Com. 
mendation. bv 
_ © Boththeſe Conſtructions have ths fame 
Raoul to ſupport them ; and both will 
doubtleſs beadjuſtedby the fame Meaſure. 
Thus having confider'd what is in. 
„ 1 2 e bg 
obſerve, | Wins 
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No tlie Things ſpecified, in it ate 


theſe „ Win 
1. fr, A Caution againſt the | aults 


there mention d, of being Ab- minded, 


and of truſting in uncertain Riches. 


2 Second, A Remedy pr -eſcribed a- 


gainſt them, by ruſting in the living 


Cad; and by conſidering | him as the 
Fountain of all Good. 


1. Firſt, as to the Faults; therowoull 
not to reaſonable Creatures be much 
Caution againſt them neceſſary, if the 


Folly of indulging them were impar- 


tially attended to. 

To be high-minded, ſhould have ſome 
notable Support to ſkreen it from being 
ridiculous ; ſomie high Attainment in 
Proportion fo the i ofinds of the Mind 
which is conceited of it. But now who 
is there amongſt us ſo partial to Riches, 
or ſo enamour d of the Accommoda- 
tions which it is allowed they furniſh, 
as to forget that he has often ſeen them 


in the Hands of contemptible Owners? 


Of Men to whom no outward Advan- 
tages could ever procure the imward . 


Eſteem of F conſiderate Obſerver? 
9 1 4 Sup poling 


— can ron poſſible Commendation 
Se them.  belides hat ariſes 


when cs Ui they make of ahem tende 
to Conceit, and nouriſhes Pride, they 
ert not have ſought Commendation 
from 4 more improper Topic. That 
they, rather than others are poſlels'd of 
them, is owing to the Chance of a for. 
tunate Birth; which it will better be · 
come them to denn, than bogſt of, No 
the trueſt Ornament of m Gr 

ueſe is inward: Meetneſi. Oftentation in 


forme may force Compliments from other: 


but it never can produce à real Reſpeths 
It cannot enter into the Heart of a wes 


and Fookſh,. ſhould ever have a ( 

to his diftinguiſh'd Eſteem- The Ore 
der of the World will indeed require a 
Diſtinction between the Ranks of Men. 
And where a Man has no Plea of his 
own, he may juſtly call in Family - Aid 
to ſu his Pretenſions: But then 
thoſe Pretenſions ſhould: W 
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no Conſideration paid to wem 


_ every. Station in 


ar by Soirowed dein Se esse 
Gong or even from a Father's Merit 
not always from à Father's , but 
nis Fortume's nor — 6radh ths: Nera 
ſometimes even from his Guilt. | 

* Ta he Prevention, Tay, ſhould be ten- 
puſh'd which is thus enn! 

Hr "ould: rather meet with the un- 
ford Allowances of thoſe tis made ups 
on, than be vigorouſly extorted front 
them by the Party making it: Becauſe, 
_ when ſifted, it will ſcurvily bear? an ac- 
curate Diſcuſſion. Yet I would not be 
thought to mean, that outward | 
8) however accruing accidentally 
to the Poſſeſſors of them, ſhould have 


leſs the Appointments of Providence 
have a Reverence due to them; and 

Life, has thenct 4 
Claim of ſome kind or other, which, 
whilſt it is made under that Title only, | 
may with all Juſtice expect an Anſwer 
to its Demands. What I am now ein- 
culcating, is far from deſigning any 
Breach upon the neceſſary Diſtinctions 
between High and Low, * and Poor. 
l 1 I would 
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ted; the bre will probably be paid z 
and the leſs the Title is inſiſted on, the 
Jeſs in all Likelihood it Will da ne 
ed or contradicted. But . 
If all inſiſt to the e 1e 
will be a Diſtance and a Gap been 
the Expectation and the Anſwer to it. 
There muſt be a mutual Condeſcenſion, 
vr there will be none at all - Courteſy 
muſt be paid, or elſe it will not 82 
V bere thats + urs -Dejperdabiy: or 
pay the rich Man will be ure of 
retting whatever he would expect in 
Aeknowledgment of his ſuperior Sta- 
tion: Whether he acts within Chara- 
cer or not, he will not here be diſup- 
pointed: But let him obſerve what he 
meets with from thoſe who are more diſ- 
intereſted; for thence he may more aſfu- 
redly "make an Eſtimate of his own Con- 
Aud. And if he has nothing to com- 
mend it but Riches; which few or none 
Are this better for; few or none, Mex 
bes ſare;" wHl own an Obligation: 
e III There 


, 1 
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There is always ſome Envy attending 


a ſuperior Station; eſpecially if it be not 
prudently lightened, by obſervable Con- 
deſcenſions from the Perſon in it ; and 
by a Merit as diſtinguiſh'd as the Emi- 
nence it ſelf is. To bear high upon the 
Advantage, and to inſiſt upon its Prero- 
- gatives, is to put Men upon queſtioning, 
both the one and the other. Since 
vhere- ever a Claim is made with Eager- 
neſs, it is always examined with a . 
3 Diligence. 

The Pride of ſome proves ond 2 
Scourge to the Pride of others. And 
thus the Pride of an independent Jnfe- 
rior makes Merit to itſelf, by diſappoint- 


ing the Expectation of an haughty S. 


perior; who, really thus reverſes his 
Character, and makes himſelf dependent 
upon thoſe who have too much Stomach 
to own themſelves een n 


T 1590 in moſt Parſuits of Lik/ ho 


Vehemence, wherewith we make after 
them, diſappoints the Succeſs of our ſe- 
veral Endeavours. And the proudeſt 


_ upon Earth might have more Ho- | 


5 But if we put the Sola in another 
Light, and allow to the Poſſeſſor of 
Riches, all the Merit he can claim from 
the moſt innocent Acquiſition of them, 
he ſtill will have little Reaſon to be 
thence bigh-minded. He muſt have ob- 
| ſerved, that the Men of Underſtanding 
are not only, nor always, the ſucceſsful 
Managers; and I would. with all due 
Tenderneſs moreover ſuggeſt to him, 
that mere Honeſty alone is not ever the 
Road to very great Abundance. With 
his greateſt Abundance he. may doubt- 
leſs 1 1 Integrity; and he may 
poſſibly have beſides a very large Pro- 
portion of Knowledge and Dexterity in 
the Buſineſs of Life. But ſtill if his 
greateſt Acquiſitions make no ſure 
Proof of the one or of the other, if 
Men of no great Skill in Buſineſs, and 
who do not ſo much as pretend to Con- 
ſcience, do often. ſlip into a Fortune 
thro' mere lucky Occaſions; he will 


Wen e the leſs to his own Accounh, | 


e 9 . 
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[| "of little Undefſtanding, g, and as litrle He Af 
1 neſty do often ſucceed in. | 
4 Some Difference, "tis likely, thay thay here 0 
be pleaded, Hom the mh 6x 5 
„ Man's gaining with an upright” Con 

I! | | ſcience, What others could not gal 1 with 1 

1 out a Breach upon the Laws Ef Honour 

„ and Juſtice: Andh let all due Allowance 

32 be made for this confe(9d Diſtinction. 

If Yer ſtill it will be own'd, chat ther | 
MW are Men of equal Integrity and ef equal | 
lf | i Knowledge, - Who have not been Ha- "= 
bo vour'd with the like Succeſs.” The 14. 1 
cm Reaſon of this muſt be, that like 

ll Occaſions have not been preſented to the 


one and to the other. Now fince theſe 
M7 Occaſions are ſtarted by Providence, 
| | Fa Reaſon ofthe Difference will Finally 
| pact in the Deſignations of Provi- 
| dence; leaving Men to act for then- 
(| felves upon' the Ocraſume which. Thall'be 
= | refented; but reſerving to it ſelf the 
Power of preſenting them, that #9 Nas 
might glory in is Preſence. © 
HF "The other Fault againſt which ou 
85 — has laid in a Caution, was the 
* truſting 


| pw Ta cob much from them; ;and thence 
the being too fondꝭ of them. . 
And he has laid in eee wich 


S/E RM ZO We 
„ 'Rickes; 4. e. the ex- 


an Epithet which ſo enforces the Rea- 


ſon of it, that I ſhall not need to inſiſt 
upon any other Diſſuaſtve. It is, that 
Riclies are uncentain; they are unter- 
tam in the getting, and ny are b 
che keeps 


ng them. aim: 


101 


I need but juſt obſerve: rhb/Unoetinin. 


ty of getting them, becauſe my Text is 
addreſs d to thoſe who have paſsd the 
Doubt, and are actua 

Bur if ever they remember a Time When 


Hy in Poſſeſſion. 


they were not ſo; I may appeal to their 


Experience for che ruth of this Sug- 


geſtion; Whether they themſelves have 


not often doubted of thoſe Events, Which 
Time has at length aſſured to them; and 
whether various Accidents Which the) 
could not 
tribute to the Sera of their” . 
— 1 KN TINY 


govern, did not much! e 


hs ie withinon benmath adolttut. At 


leaſt not much within my preſent Pur- 
pole; 2 any further. 
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whoſe "of erflngin can 0 leb 28 
ſured to us; and can ſo little aſſure us 


of the Happineſs we expect from th 


if their Continuance itſelf could be af 


certain'd for many Generations. 1 
Doubtleſs Riches are great Aba 


tages, where there is an Heart to uſe 
them, in a becoming Meaſure; neither 


exceeding thro' Intemperance, nor fail- 


ing thro? the Narrow neſs of a mean and 
a paultry Spirit. 


Let to the Happineſs of Life many 


| other Circumſtances muſt be ppg ory, 


which Riches cannot command. But, 

If all the Felicities of Life depended 
upon Wealth, they would depend upon 
a very weak and tottering Foundation: 
What various Accidents may utterly'de- 
ſtroy; what we ourſelves may be ren- 
dered incapable of enjoying, either thro? 
natural Infirmity, or thro? choſen” Abſti- 
nence; what as to ourſelves muſt ſoon 
be uſeleſs, from the neceſſary Debt 
which Nature will demand from us; 
* what as to othe : 


Wy 


herit aſtes, us, e can A us 1 | little 


Comfort; becauſe We know not, nor 
can foreſce the Vie they wall make 8 


it. | 

” Could the Miſer, who now is gather 4 
to his Fathers, and with ſo much Guilt 
and Induſtry eee for he knew not 


What nor ——— Could he have gueſs d, 


I fay, at the Iſſue of all his Travail, and 
have ſeen the Profuſion of his ill-gotten 
Treaſure, would he have denied him- 
ſelf, think we, what was neceſſary or 
convenient, in order to have furniſh'd 
another's Luxury or Extravagance 4 
Would he have diſquieted himſelf in vam, 
for what would more have diſquieted 
him, had he lived to ſee it? 
Would he have abſtain'd from that 
Uſe of his Riches, which only makes 
hem: valuable; to pave the Way for 
that Abuſe of thems. which chiefly ren- 
ders them dereſtable? But, : 
Thus it is in every irregular Purſuit 


of human Life. The Thing, which with- 


in the Rules of Providence tends to our 
Health, when we exceed the Bounds of | 
i, promes the Occaſion of our falling. 
"M4 * When 


On LA thats. nk Dae tags , — ig bak Por 6 
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| fro Folly of truſting in what WY " little 


ved to be, 


which” promiſe / Satisfaction 
or that imaginary Shew of it, 


awihe We” uſe our Niches m wet 
ſhould do, ee . but 
| u in them, they 
dilappoint our groundleſs Confidence. 
They will leave #s;/ or we ſhall leave 
them ; and when we part, we know not 
what ſhall become of them. This ig 


7 


rve us. 4 0 2 540 & - 
The Remedy againſt this was obſers 


. : Secondly, Truſting in ello aki 
God, and conſidering him as the n 


. 'of all Good. TO. Nee e TONIC 


The rich Man will not enjoy't che ies 
om kits” byndance, by remembrin 


from whence. it is derived to him. Bus 


he will be led by it to conſider; that 


the Hand which gave can as eilily take 


away; that all the Appearances ot Good 


ly unable to anflyer Expetation'; that 
the vain: Conceit which is rd and 
"accidental Advantages, muſt 


720 int tb Tem: pope PSs, 

will: by n07 Necks indiſpoſe him for; 
his preſent Enjoyments; but they will. 
give: him the proper Taſte, and- will 
| teach him the proper VUſe -of-- them. 


That they will direct him in his Pur. 
ſuits to look up to God, as the Giver 


of all Succeſs; as the Fountain of Good, 
and as the Diſpoſer of all Events. And 
whilſt this Perſuaſion cleaves to him, 
he will never be too much elated with 
Succeſs, nor too much mortified with 
the Want of it. He will not forget 
that the meaneſt Retainer, to human 
Nature is allied to hj him, by hav 
fame God with himſelf his Creator, 
Protector and Jae as. * 2s the ſame 
Deſcent from one human Parentage. 

| Finally, By thus conſidering; and by 
Bing upon the Strength of this Per- 
ſuaſion, he will be furniſhed with Re- 
ſources of Comfort when all the Com- 
forts of this World ſhall fail him; 
when the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the 
Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, 
a web 95 ebam faint and 6 languilh, 
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H O' the Subject Matter of 


ſeem leſs applicable to gene- 

ral Uſe; yet if you will attend to the 
Obſervations, which may fairly 
drawn from our Apoſtle's Example, you 


* 
£ 
3 


find ir not deſtitute of proper Hints 
to entertain you; and may thence be 


YE: Los #8 


PRE eonvinc'd, 


my Text be private and per- 
Dad , and may therefore 


r 


n 


. wꝛn 7 Te cans 


| noug h; and as 8 need no Explica- | 
tion, 7 I think our Egli Verſion has 
t 


done them no Injuſtice. Books were in 


thoſe Days, rolled up, a8, nom we roll 


our Parchments; a Parcel of theſe St. 
Paul had left behind him at Traas in the 
Hands of one Curpus, to gether with his 
Cloak; and now, upon the Likelihootl 
df Timothy's coming to him, he deſires 
him to take theſe with him in his Way; 

but to have a more eſpecial. Care of the 
Parcel which contain'd his Books ney 


I. Bip 3 eh That dme Ct : 
of worldly. Accommodations, was very 
conliſtent with che Apoſtolic Shu, 
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| 9 
__ a eben to inſpired Perak, | 
When I have gone thro? theſe Remarks 
Yhop e I may be warranted to alld EY. 
III. A Nd in Reproof of the 
ner; That the Licence he uſes in inſulting 
come Paſſages of Holy Scripture, whole | 
Importance he has never enough conſi- 
der d, is Eu, ETD rude. and i im- 


*. ** 
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\ 1 Ty Gas that r Tir Chis of | 
worldly Accommodations, was very 1 
_ with. tlie Apoſtolic Chara- 1 
CE © | : 
The fame Reon witch uftified the | | : 
Care of a Cloak, - would. Joubtleſs have 
Mike excuſed the Proviſion of any other 
tt or neceſſary” Accoutrement. And the 1 
inſerting it in a Letter which was de- 1 
figned for the perpetual Uſe of the Chri; - 
Akin Church, carries with it at leaſt this + 
Conſequence ; That the Duties of = 25 
| holy Function were by no. Means in- 1 
3 * to reſtrain us from tlie Exerciſe ; 
of human Prudence; either in fencing 1 
againſt the Miſchiefs of Want, or in de- 
cently forecaſting for the Comforts of 
1 | 1 1 
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are ſure, if any, were the Perſons, to 
Mat.vi.34. Whom the Leſſons of taking no Thought 
* 9+10: for the Morrow ; of providing neither 
Gold nor Silver, nor Braſs in their Purſes, 
nor Scrip for their Fourney, nor two Coats, 
neither Shoes, nor yet Staves ; Apoſtles, 
I fay, if any, were the Perſons to whom 


theſe Leſſons were moſt ſtrictly recom- 


mended, and in whoſe Cale the very 
Letter of the Precept might moſt rigo- 
rouſly be exacted. They were entituled 
to miraculous Support, ifother Supports 
_ ſhould fail them; fo long as their Ma- 
ſter thought fit to require the Continu- 
ance of their Service. Nor would their 
ambulatory Manner of Life conſiſt very 
well with the Poſſeſſion of Houſes and 
Lands, or indeed admit any Form of a 
ſettled Maintenance. Yet even under 
Circumſtances thus peculiar, their Con- 


Precepts abovemention'd in a Senſe of 
Tatitude, not as. i of all Manner 
of Forecaſt; bus 


— 8 . : | 
thoſe Meaſures of S Whi 
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Life. If any. 2 of this Kind were 
permitted to an Apoſtle; : Apoſtles, we 


duct ſhews, that. they underſtood the 


or . 9 4 wks #5 
- "Diſcharge of their Commiſſion. Now 
. theſe are Limitations which the Mini- | 
ſters of the Goſpel profeſs and acknow- 

ledge, that they ſtill are bound by: Some 


Title to Maintenance, their Labours in 
the Goſpel they apprehend may. give 
them; and this they find the Apoſtle St. 
Paul inſiſting on, even when he choſe, 
for himſelf, to drop his Claim. But by 


what Meaſures i it ſhall be proportion'd, 


or in what Manner purſued, this they 
are content ſhould be ſubmitted to the 
Regulations of Law and Cuſtom, and 
to the common Decencies of civil Life. 
They are not unapprized, that the ſame 
Abilities and Talents, which qualify them 
for appearing in their own Profeſſion 
with any Degree of Eſteem or Credi it, 
might have carv'd for them, to all Ap- 
| pearance, a better Fortune in another. 
And therefore, if worldly Views were 
the Motives to determine them, theſe 
they are ſenſible, might have been more 
effectually conſulted, where there are 


more numerous Chances and richer 


Prizes. 
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eve, ot to our promoting it With b. 


"hers ; there is no Reaſon t exclude 
from ir the Care of our own Su 


"or "of a due Proviſion for thoſe” St 


come after us. The Apoſtles them- 
"ſelves, whoſe Caſe was extraordinary, 


pleaded however their Title to a ful. 


cient Maintenance, and had it own'd. 
Their Succeſſors after them reveiv'd; in 
à more ſettled Way, the Oblatiens of 
their People, till the Rulers of the 
World came into the Acknowledgment 

of the Chriſtian Faith, and made that 
Claim no longer neceſſary. And whiat- 
ſoever the Iniquity of Times and Jun- 
*Qtures may have torn from that Provi- 
ſion, it is ſtill with Thankfulneſs ac- 
* Knowledged, that the Portion Which is 
is continued to us; and we win 

we could ſay, it were every where as 
unenvied, as it is in many Places increaſed 
beyond the legal Proportion. But fince 
no Man who much converſes, can be a 
Stranger to the Objections which hence 
are Rated — our 3 as if 
Ml # Mo 
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pecting a fair Subſiſtence; you will fuk. 
fer me to plead this Cauſe with you a 
little more particularly; for the Sake of 
thers, I aſſure you, and not for my 
own, who never purpoſe to make any 
Claims upon your Bounty, as content 
(for my fell). Jt 1 E have your, Ju- 
ſtice. 
But ſince", you cannot." be 1 
what. Sad Na, (elſewhere) are caſt 
upon our Function, becauſe we live by 
ty you will bear 0 cruſt) with me, whilſt 


"SY > 4. 1 354 


| proper Foot, and Whilſt I agg to vou 
thoſe juſt Reſtrictions, whereupon. this 
View of a Subſiſtence. becomes a reaſon. . 
able Proſpect. as : 
1. Firſt, That it be purſued 3 
Anxiety or Torment. Too much Soli 
citude is a broad Intimation, that the 

Heart is entirely devoted, and that the 
Affections are attach d to the World in 

a Meaſure which exceeds. the Merit of 
the Thing in queſtion. Now if this be 

any where unreaſonable or improper, 

it is ſurely ſo in a more eſpecial Man- 
. ner, 


| he e World to comin; and the 
covilidie le Thiogs of God, are the profeſ- 
ſed Subjects of our Meditation and Stu- 
dy. For it will never be beliey'd, ne- 
ver indeed be poſſible, that we ſhould 
attend as we ought to the Service of our 
Maſter, when we ſteal away from it ſo 
large a Proportion of our Cares and 
Endeavours. Nor are the Rules of De- 
cency, and the Honour of our Profeſ- 
ſion likely to be the only Sufferers, 
where the Affections have contracted this 
worldly Bent ; but there is moreover 
this common Miſchief attending all ve- 
hement and eager Purſuits, that in the 
Haſte which is made towards them, the 
Innocence of a Man is often left behind 
him; his Principles cannot keep u 
with. him; but inſtead of them the Arts 
of Man-pleafing, and the little Tricks 
of Life deſtroy that primitive Simplici- 
ty and godly Sincerity, which are in- 
deed the proper Ornaments of every 
Chriſtian, but are moſt eſpecially fo to 
ſuch as bear Office in Bs Kenne of 
7 | 8 
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2. Secondly, Another Reſtriftion, by 


Which. our wy of worldly Accommo- 


dations ſhould be always bounded, is a 
ſtrict Regard to Decency, and above all 
to Juſtice, and to the Laws of our holy 
Religion. Our Care in this kind muſt 
never be allowed to run out into ſuch 
Exceſſes, as to ſeek its Eaſe by Methods 


entrenching upon our Duty, or other- 


wile reflect ing upon the Honour of our 
Vocation. No mean Condeſcenſions 
to ſmooth our Way to the Proud and 
Powerful; no Sacrifice of Truth to the 
Humours of a Multitude; Sin 1s no 
where to be flatter'd, no where not to 
be purſued with thoſe Terrors of the 
Lord, which knowing, as we do, we 
muſt never ceaſe to perſuade Men by 
them. Whether they will hear, or whe- 
ther they will forbear ; whether they 


will take the Warning we ſhall give 
them with ſerious Attention, or with 


Rage or Scorn; ; we muſt diſcharge our 


ſelves of our Truſt with Zeal and Cou- 


rage, without asking Counſel of our 


worldly Intereſts. This was the Exam 
ym ſet us by our great Fore-runners, 


12 Who 
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Pho carried it to a Pitch much higher, 


„ 


than the preſent Poſture of the World 
will require of us their Followers. 
They in all Things approved themſelves 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, in all the Teſts 

which the Courage and Conſtancy of 
Men could well be put to. Nor Death, 5 


nor Life could ſeparate them from their 


Duty; or from that Love of God, which 


ſpirited their Diſcharge of it. Their Af. 
fections, for ought appears, were the 
ſame with other Mens, only their Senſe 
of Duty was higher and ſtronger; and 
therefore in Caſe of a Competition was 
the better enabled to make head againſt 


their Affections, and to oppoſe their 


Claims. It does not appear that they 


did not purſue their Intereſts, where 
they might with Honour and juſtice; | 


but their Intereſts and Principles were 


oftner at Variance with each other in a 
State of Perſecution, than ours are like. 
ly to be in the ſettled Ages of the Go- 
ſpel. It may often be, that we may pur- 
ſue the one without Affront or Injury 
to the other: But wherever the Caſe is 

otherwiſe, we . . our Rule, 
I and 


s ERMON V. 17 
and ant ſerve God rather thin _ 
4 Man. Therefor . 85 
Finally, our Cares for this World 
—_ ever move in a juſt Subordination 
to the Duties of our holy Calling. We 
muſt always bear in Mind the Nature 
and Tenour of our Service, and what 
will beſt qualify us for the due Execu- 
tion of our important Truſt. Now that 
will ever beſt entitle us to any worldly 
Recompence we may expect for our Ser- 
Vice, which beſt enables us to diſcharge 
a 3 with Eſteem and Dignity. To enter 
yy upon it by. any other Door, to ſeek or 
climb up to it by any other Way, is the 
Property of a Thief and a Robber. If 
the Time which ſhould be ſpent upon 
the Duties of our Function, or upon a 
due Preparation for them, be laviſh'd — 
in ſeeking the Rewards aſſign d to them; I 
this indeed is to neglect our Work, 
whilſt we court its Wages. If we take 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt for our Exam- 
ples, this we are ſure was the Reverſe of 
their Practice: And when all Allow- 
ances are made which can be, for the 
8 of our reſpective Circum- 
1 e ſtances, 


11 


* 


te ous 


* . . 
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ances, there will ſtill be left Similitude 
enough between 'em, to ſhame ſo wide 


a Diverſity between the Forerunners 


and their Followers. Indeed the Live- 


- The firſt and cage Care ſhould be 
always then laid out upon rhe. TR 


lyhood cannot well nor fairly be expe 


ed, but as a Reward of Service; nor 


can Hire be claim'd, without the La 
hour *ris due to. 


of God, and his Righteouſneſs other 


Luke xiv. 


26. 


Things may come in afterwards in their 
proper Order. But there is ſtill a Senſe 
wherein it-is true „(What our Lord once 


ſaid to his carlieſt Followers,) If any 

Man come to me, and hate not bs Fathoy 
and Mother, and Wife and Children, and 
Brethren and Siſters, yea and "his own 
Life alſo, he cannot be my Diſcip le. That 
is, if his Regard to the G Golpel be 
not ſuperior to all his worldly Views, 
and to all the Endearments of his 
preſent Life, there will be interfering 
Occaſions, Whetein he will not fulfil 
the Terms of my Service, nor confe- 
n Ty himſelf my Diſciple. 


"M heſs 


5 E. R M 0 N V. 
Theſe. are ſeverally the Reſtrictions 
by which our Care for worldly Accom- 
modations ſhould be always bounded. 
ANC when we move 


Dina, lays. us under any farther Re- 
ſtraints. 
by which you, as well as we, ſhould al 


Pays be limited in your reſpe&ive Pur- 
fuits of worldly Good: For too great 


Anxiety will have a Tendeney to treſpaſs 
upon your Duty as well as ours, and will 


zithin theſe, I fee 
not for. the reſt, how our Office or Fun» 


Theſe, indeed, are Reſtraints, 
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ſink your Spirits beneath thoſe glorious 


Hopes, to which your Calling as Chri- 
ſtians doth ſo amply entitle 70. 

The Regards of Decency 
all, of Juſtice, have their Ti 
alſo; nor ean you tranfgreſ 
Inn Ce Or Impunity. 1 


ad 4 


The Subordination of your ad 


to your ſpiritual Intereſts, is the com- 


mon Tenor of your Engagement to 


Cbriſts Religion. The Offices of Vir- 


rue, and the Duties of the Station 


called you, have the firſt and earlieſt 


W and muſt be allowed 


I's the 


derives a greater Malignity, from the 


falt is not rig tween 1 as 
every Offence againſt the Law of God 


greater Obligations, or the greater Op- 


portunities which the offending Perſon 
Had or has __ or ner 15 0 Performance 


* 


of his Duty. it 
But neither you nor we if; waſp 


our Rule, whilſt we ſeek 'out no other- 
wiſe for the Accommodations of Life, 


than within the forementioned Regu- 
lations, and with a Care ſubordinate t: to 


our reſpeQtive I Dotice. 7750105002897) 


As we feel the ſame Wine with you, 
ans are capable of the ſame Enjoyments; 
no one ſhould wonder, if with Modeſty 
and Decency, we ſeek the Comfort of 
the one, or a Supply of the other. 
Nor ſhould it be grudged to us, if 


Law and Cuſtom hath aſſign'd us ſome 
{mall Proportion of your Subſtance. The 
Prieſthood ſcarce had leſs aſſign id to it, 
ſince it was a Prieſthood, than the Por- 
tion allotted it by our preſent national 
4 1am "Take Jews, or Heathens, 


— and I drop my — ; 


if ours be not in the Whole of it, among 
the loweſt: Indeed ſo low, that even in 
this very Dioceſe, ſo near the moſt opu- 
lent and flouriſhing City in the World, 

there are above one Hundred Cures a 
ſpeak. it from certain Information) up 


— * 
+ ** 
5 
* 
8 
; 
Va 


which a ſingle Perſon” cannot TubGR 


—— common Deceney, whilſt yet he 


Here I need not 
)bf ve how: low! f his Influence is likely 


8 bent him flowing in 


— n a potent Neighbour, to whom 
he is ande obliged me a A n of | 


DiOnd: LZ B31 * 33 

i. dated therefore, if e ever © this Mat- 
ter ſhould be brought before you; if 
you ſhould ever be deſired (as 1 truſt 
vou will be) to aſſiſt in the Removal 
of fo foul a Scandal; I hope you will 
manifeſt the Zeal you have for the Ho- 
nour of Religion in general, of the Chri- 


ſtian in particular, and more eſpecially 


n of our own nn which in- 


deed | 


— ä —— ql... 4% 0 
— 


— — 
n 
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* 


— — FR 
8 " 
es - _ oY 


—— — 2 
0 e 
* 8 


ab ach Blots of fas Kind emma 
terly indelible, without — fin 


Care arten upon expunging chem: 
Remembring always and regarding it as 


14. 


1 Cor. = zhe, Ordinance of God, That they. who 
pr 


preach the: Goſpel: ſhould live; of the Goſpel. 
I am not inſenſible that our legal 
Maintenance (low as it is upon the whole 
of and: Nah been reproeehfully & called | 
affigned. to che Support of certain etal 
tive Opinions, But if we teach you the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus; and preis upon 
you with Earneſtneſs the practical Leſ- 
ſons of the, Goſpel; may we not then 
with all becoming Confidence to 
you, as Witneſſes with us, againſt this 
foul Calumny ? ?Tis true indeed, that 
the Faith: once deliver d to the Saints is pre- 
cious; and we cannot ſuffer our Depoſi - 
-be wreſted out of our Hands 
without contending for it: But yet even 
this is not of ſuch Account with us as 
to make us forget inculcating the Du- 
ties of moral Righteouſneſs, by which 
the Intereſt of human Society is con- 
ſalted), and we lead quiet and "le 
able 


8 E R MON V. 
a le Lives together i in all Godlineſs EY 
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Honeſty. If ever we prefs upon you 


Matters of Opinion, it is always in or- 


der to theſe great Ends. All Belief 
may in ſome Senſe be called Opinion; 
and fo the whole Scheme of the Goſpel 


may dwindle into a mere ſpeculative 


Notion. Now in this Senſe there is 
indeed the Grievance complain d of, vis. 
a Maintenance aſſign'd to the Support 


of certain ſpeculative Opinions. But then : : 


theſe Speculations are ſo involved with 
Practice, that there can be no Imagt 
nation they ſhould ſubſiſt aſunder. 


And thus T have taken the Occaſion : 


of a ſmall Hint from our Apoſtle, to af- 
ſert © The Conſiſtency of fome Care for 


« worldly Accommodations with the 


« Apoftolic Character; which if then 


* ere muſt de more ſo now. " 1 


1. e That Kane Dt | ti 
man Accompliſhments were not wholly 
uſelels even to inſpired Perſons. 

The Bock and the Parchments, which 


were ſo eſpecially recommended by St. 
Paul 


3 to che Gans: of 7 3 we may 
| well and fairly ſuppoſe to have related 
1 to our Apoſtle's Buſineſs as a Miniſter 
ft of the Goſpel; as one who. being bred 
1 to Letters, made a juſt and noble Uſe 
| == of them, in the ſeveral Diſputes which 
he maintain'd both with Jews and Gen- 
tiles: As to the Fews, by much Con- 
verſation with the Arguments moſt like- 
ly to gain upon that-odd-temper'd Peo- 
ple, he was thence enabled to confound 
Ad ix. 2a. them with the more Succeſs; and to 
prove to them from Topics which 
they could not deny, that Jeſus was the 
very Chriſt. The Epicureans and Stoies 
Acts xvii. among the Gentiles, would never have 
liſtened to any Argument for a Reſur- 
rection, if a powerful Speaker had not 
maintain*d it, who underſtood. theFo orce 
of their Weapons, and knew how, either 
l to avoid, or to oppoſe them. As a Phi- 
1 loſopher, and one accuſtomed to the Sci- 
1 ence, we are told that he diſputed daily 
[| Ads xix.9- in the School of one Bramus. 
The ſingle Argument of Miracles 
was: to the Jews inſtead of all other; 


and the common 15 orms of Reaſoning, 
| es, 
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to which they were accuſtoried: pin- 
ned them down to the Concluſion, which | 
they could not upon their own Princi- 
ples gainſay nor refs ff. So that in hold- 
ing out againſt its Evidence, they were 
the leſs excuſable. 

But this Sort of Evidence, however : 
in itſelf (as doubtleſs it was in itſelf) 
concluſive, yet was to the Gentiles new, 
ſo that it needed to be deduced to them 
in a Method which ſhould bend a little 
to their Prejudices, and open thereby 
the eaſier Paſſage to their Underſtand- 
ings. And therefore the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, we may obſerve, was a Man 
of Education, one who knew how to 
deal with them in their own Way, and 
to preſs upon them the Conviction of 
M iracles with its proper Strength. | 

The whole Management of diffuſing 
the Goſpel, plainly ſhews, that God in- 
tended to force no one into it; nor any 
farther to interpoſe with Miracles than 
as the Argument thence ariſing ſhould 
become neceſſary to produce a reaſon- 
able Belief of it. Indeed, that it might 


E e how little the Sic of it was 
owing 


* 
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owing to human Means Eleven in 
Twelve of the Apoſtles were Wen of 
ſmall human Accompliſhments, 


therefore did apparently owe their Sus 


ceſs to the Power of God. And if Mi- 
racles were continued, Letters, tis con- 
feſſed, would not be 10 neceſſary. But 
yet even here, the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, called to his Office with Cir- 
amen the moſt peculiar and diſtin- 
guiſhed, was taken we may obſerve, 
from the Het of Gamaliel, where he had 


the beſt Education his Coutry could 


give him; and as well from his verbal 
Diſputes, as his written Remains, we 


reap the happy Effects of his Learning 
and Knowledge. For in what Meaſure 
ſoever the Spirit of God was given to 
thoſe who wrote under his more imme- 


diate Directions, *tis evident he did not 
overpower the natural Faculties of their 
ſeveral Underſtandings; but left to each 


the proper Diſplay of their reſpective 


more Shew of Learning 


Talents. Hence in St. Paul, we have 
and of human 


Attainments, than in the reſt; as in St. 
2. greater Exacineſs and Purity of 
— 


-Henoeid elec ö 
h, w may bſerve the Style of a 
Courtier, and in Amos that of an hum- 
ble Shepherd. So that notwithſtanding 
the Aſſiſtances derived from above, (the 
preciſe Meaſure of which it is hard at 
this Diſtance to determine) Room was 
evidently left in Perſons thence infpired, 
for the Diſplay of their ſeveral Powers, 
and for the Exerciſe of ſuch as Nature 
had given, or Art acquired for them. 
To ſomewhat of this Kind, even the 
Age of Inſpiration was not quite a 
Stranger, tho? leſs of this Kind then 
was neceſſary, when Miracles could fo 
well and A 25 7 8. the Place 
of it. 7 
But afterwards, we are ſi ure, the pri- | 
mitive uninſpired Defenders of our moſt 
holy Faith battelled rheir Adverfaries 
with human Weapons, and maintain'd 
their Ground upon the common Prin- 
_— of rational Diſcourſe. _ 5 
It is our Felicity to live in an Age, 
A deln the common Profeſſions are 
made in favour of the Goſpel. And yet 
wy 1 fear, whoſe — Province 
it 


it is to defend: i; TIBL 1 
upon their Hands, and as much Need 
of human Learning to aſſiſt them in 8 
as they Who lived amongſt: its av d 
Opponents. | N offs 
To 3 its EY undiſp uted 
Duties to the Delicacy of ſome; to reſ- 
cue it from the various Miſconſtructions 
of others; to aſſert and prove its Truth 
where it is denied or doubted, and to 
clear its moſt important Articles from the 
Duſt which has been raiſed about them; 
I fay, theſe ſeveral Labours, will require 
all > Learning, the Knowledge, the Pru- 
dence, which, amidſt their manifoldother 
Labours, it is poſſible for the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel to be poſſeſſed of. 
And ſhall an illiterate unſupported 
Confidence dare henceforwards to in- 
trude itſelf, uncalled, into the Steward- 
ſhip of theſe M yſteries; wherein the 
moſt knowing, have need of all their 
Knowledge, and the moſt learned of all 
their Learning? Shall it be permitted 
to chuſe an Age for this its Intruſion, 
wherein it is moſt capable of diſparaging, 


ve 4 of ſerving the Intereſts of 
7 5 _ that 8 


inwhe rae oAnſpiration, it was chought 
no improper: Queſtion; : Hom /Þall | 
_ except they be ſent f Which Queſtion, 
if I miſtake not, is by ſome amangſt us 
{ alittle: inyerted, and practically put 
0 quite another Form, wiz. Hou ſhall 
| 450 be. jenty ney they frf each? 

ons and u mate ate Reflexion 
But I proceed to r rn a 41 
„oil Han hot) by 12% 294 a W 
8. III Zhi and E Ob zrvation, in Re: 
Proof of the Scorner, -v48/ That tlie 
.tenceche uſes in inſulting m Badopes 


may deſet᷑ ve our — fer 


they Rom. x. 


A Jo 


of. Holy Scripture, hoſe Importance 
hne has never cnaugh cbnßder'd, is 15 


qually ſenſeleſß, rude, an impious::- 


My Text has ſuffetẽd as much Gow. 


chis daring Licence; as any other Paſſage 
in Holy Writ. And it was not the leaſt 
Motive to my chuſing it, that I might 


N Meag-while 1.6 pf 


Books; which have been writter by the 


Iſe to. be made 
vez thatithe 


trueſt and niceſt Rules of humen Cm: 


eff VoI- II. K poßtios, 
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* — yet b 
and n, have 
with 
Uſefulneſs and Sage 0 
1y C Characters which the hol — pl 
aims at. And if cheſe are — 0 it, 
tis ſenſeleſs to object againſt ĩt from's- 
ny Thaccuracy of Style or „ r 
from any Want ol thoſe Ormaments 
which it profeſſedly diſclaims. But if 
it be the Power of God unto ONS, 
Tittle of it. Were it onlythis, dhicheds 
belie ue to be fo; dis an outragious Af. 
front upon the common Senſe of Man- 
kind, no handle it with Barbarity and 
Scorn; or t ſhed upon. ir the Hrodusts 
of a Heentious Fand i! 14 1 134 
Butlif & hus'wherewithvto fs yet 
ſerious” Enquiries of che Though 
and Tnquifitive, and offers to abide cue 
Teſt of an open Sordtiny; Why. ſureſy 
them the Contents of it are of ſufficient 
Conſequenee to screen it from the In- 
fults of the Buffoon and Scorner, #12 
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ee ſome Paſſages and the 2 
been ↄſten Objected, and as e 
ſwered· The Inaccuracies f 
2 have likewiſe been ac 
> % 
the ſingle Verſicles, which haye molt 
indulged che Petulaney gf ſome yaip 
Scoffers, haue no lass  entertain'd._the {c» 
rious Meditation Lal mag hy e 
ers 07 1 30! # Dirk 


But they aim ap aces apacity, nor 


Taſte;,poritrue critical Rage thi 
apprehending the internal Ev idences of 
the Gaſpel, aſſume a Part, which is h 
no Means due to chem, when from bro: 
ken unconnetted Bragments, chey would 
demoliſh e eee ſo ſtrongly. ſupports 


Ad I avillyenture. to add, that 


ed by internal, external, all Kinds of 


Brook iThey may command 4 aeriy, 
ho are 


a Cauſe, whos et are not able to judge 
upon the whole of its Merits; nor to 


5 Nerf r e deſigh dun 
* * THRICE NA \> nd the 


BI? 


- cupfit. to be entruſted with the 
Dondugt af 2 Raule: They may» attack | 
. what they fancy to be a weak Side in 


Wee 2 Huf e 
But as Concert and Ignoranee ſuit in 
together, they Ahould y-all Means be 
ad moniſh'd 88 be leſs forward in ob- 
jecking, till they have endeav od to 
be more knowing; and klien, ve may 
undertake that ey wal will be leſs inclin'd 
to objekt, or elſe will objeck in a more 
Krill aud becon ing Mainich9"/f + 
And when they are got out 800 Us 
Seat of the Scorner; and and are mo- 
deſt enough to Aaeege the Character of 
Learners; Man will be ready to aſſiſt, 
and God to enlighten them; even thoſe 
Parts of Holy Scripture, Which have 
hitherto TRACES to them leaſtedifying 
or uſeful, will then have another Face 
with them, and will be found profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, far Correction, 
for Infiraftion m Righteouſneſs, and plain- 0 
1 to the main Deſign, har 
the Man of God may be perfect; thronghly 
ee ant lt gout 1 Milan By 
- Nw dn the, 0 Heſſed 1 or 1 who hep 
Cauſed all Holy Oey to be writ- 
ten 
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Jams 1, 12. 


B leſſed 3 is the Man tht endureth 


Temptation. —— 
The whale \ Far br runs thus; 
Ne ili thdureth 
for Wh PP is 7 


a 520 promiſed 10 
. that love m. 


. James had been adviſing the 
Brother of low Degree, and 
wie rich Many how to behave 
in their reſpective Stations; | 


whereupan the Words of my Text im. 


mediately 


tenpts any Man. © 
nation in any Man to Sin. He tries in- 

deed the Virtues of his Servants 
rious Methods of his 1 
he puts ther 


F RUA DING N nee m 50 , OT, nn 
J ⁰ d IT 

7 ee 2 32353. 1 
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oned- two. very pe ng 
of Poverty '2 and Riches, 
e tl roceeds to the Hellen A 
— hich T have read to you; and 
as to each, hath pronounced e Perſon 


bleſſed who ſhall ftand firm 55 the 
Difficulties cleaving to either. For Dif⸗ 


ficultics are imply d and ſuppoſed? in both 


. of them, and the Bleſſing i is entailed up- 


ona ſucceſsful Encounter with them. 

The Word Temptation is capable i 
toys very different Senſes; one, herein 
it is accounted Evil; and as ſuch, we 
pray to God, that he would not lead, 
nor ſuffer s to be led into it, thro?: any 
Occaſion. And in this View of it, St. 
James hath exprefely denied, that God 


promotes no Incli- 


5 7 HU 2-4. 


'Va in ' Vas 
ty Diſcipline; 
upon the Proof or Teſt 
of the Obedience in divers Circum- 

ances of Tit and in manifold Inci- 
B K 4 dents 
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How” would behave himſelf, much 


S E R MON 
dents. ariſing out of them hies 
the Senſe wherein Ml Rt med goac 
And thus God. is-faid to have tempted , 
braham.; not as wanting to 1 55 cquaint- 


Aura. 


& _ 
* 


deſigning to betray him into Sin; but 
with a. View of exhibiting thence a 
noble Specimen and Pattern of the moſt 
unlimited Reſignation to his Will, and 
of convincing the World how fit, that 

Perſon was to be the Object of peculiar 


Favours. He ſtood. this Teſt, he endu- 


red this Temptation, bravely; and the 


* 


F W proclaimed. him 
He Was * or: we ſhould. — 
tranſlate. the Words, He. berame 


his Virtue, like Gold, when brought to to 


the Touch: ſtone, ſhew'd..itſelf, a genu- 
ine and ſterling Views; and he hath 
received. that , Crown. of Life, which. the | 
Lord hath, promiſed. to them that love 
Abraham's Boſom hath long been, the 
common Receptacle, of, juſt. and righ- 
teous Souls, which like:his:havepaſsd 
a en Radien withour, ename 
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'ER 
ing any deep or fatal Defilements: 80 
che t bleſſed (like kim): is every Aan, 
3 (like him) endureth Temptation. 
There are three Things, which I would 
offer to your farther Notice a the 
nus ron A $513189 4 * 15 
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I. E 5 The * whichs: in 
_ them, that every Man is put upon 
Liyaly ſc q - m — fome Teſt 
” fs . Sond, The Fitneß of his be. 
vi l Thirdly, The Bleſſedneſs wk abs 
Ang theſe: noo and of enduring theſe 
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17 1. Bb. It — with the Suppoſal, | 
which introduces my Text, that every 
Man is put upon ſome Trial, ſome Dit- 
ficulty, ſome Teſt and Proof of his 
Virtues. W In e eee e 
there is no Circumſtance, nor 
Sees of W which can be found to 
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5 0 Nantes met apt — 
expoſes him to other Difficulties and 
Dangers, which . Nature is more 
fond of encountring. But Dangers are 
not the leſs fatal, for being overlook'd, 
or for pleaſing with fair Appearances, 
If Eaſe in his Poſſeſſions unbends the 
Powers of his Mind, or ſoſtens the 
Firmneſs of his Virtue, or increaſes his 
Fondneſs for the World, or abates his 
Affections towards the Things of God; 

+ theſe are Miſchiefs which will never be 
compenſated, by any Freedom they may 
give him from ſome. other Inconve- 
niences. The Conſequence indeec 129 
no Means certain; but the 7a of 
the Caſe is natural and obvious. Wiſe 
Agur was well aware of the Danger 
which attended Fallneſs ; and therefore 
made it the Subject af his Prayer to 
God, that he might not be entangled 


Prov., xx. in the Share of it; Le F be fill 

„ (faith he) and deny are, and ſay; Who is 

| the Lord ? A Man who hath every 

Thing in his Power, which can makethe 

Moments of Life pa eaſily and ſmooth. 

"ou mn mo will be che leſs apt ta ex- 
e 


bend his eie any 1 when hg 
finds it ſo good aud pleaſant to be here, 


His Principles na be ſtrong enough to 
 4bide this Teſt of them; he nm ſhut his 
Eyes upon this ga dy Scene; and may 
walk by Faith, notwithſtanding that his 
Sight preſents him with ſo many agree 
able and inviting Objects; and ſo may 
endure the to which this 
Circumſtance of Life expoſes him. All 
this cis confeſs'd is — both in 
Theory and Practice; but then it muſt 
be acknowledg d, that theſe are the pro. 
Difficulties of his Station,  where- 
in His Virtue is put upon Proof and 
| Exerciſe; and as he behaves in this 


Trial of it, he will ſtand either applauds 


ed br condemnꝰd for his Performance. 


The Brother of low Degree, tho' his 


Trials are of another Nature, yet hath 


fis/Exemption, but ſtands at leaſt equal. - 
Fn wy 450. other to Difhouls 
 He'ls ny fer Example, to / Diſ: 
eonrent and Murmuring, to Froward- 

mſb'and Envy, to Fraud and Injuſtice; 
Fd, in * to e himſelf at any 
TRE tes 


Rate, from the Hardſhips ids _ 
: ſorely pinch him. heſe are Difticul: 
ties which ariſe from the N __ and 
Poſture of Things about him. A Man 
cannot eaſily rid himſelf of the Drs ; 
and Torment, which theſe Circumſtan- 
ces will give him; nor therefore bring 
himſelf to bear them with any tolerable 
Meaſures of Acquieſcence and Reſigna- 
tion. When any Way ſheys it ſelf, 
which points out to him the Means of 
removing what for the preſent galls him, 
i he will, thro? his eager Haſte to diſen- 
1 gage from it, be leſs nice and ſcrupu- 
Sa lous than he ſhould be, in the Uſe of 
. thoſe Means, in conſidering their 
Lawfulneſs, or in adjuſting thts Con- 
duct by the Rules of Duty. The 
ſame wiſe Author, who hath been al- 
ready quoted, as foreſeeing the Snares 
of Abundance and Plenty, hath in the 
£ ſame Breath intimated the Embaraſl- 
ments cleaving to Want and -Deſtitution; | 
His Fear of Poverty was founded in a 
juſt Apprehenſion, that it might tempft 
him to feat, and to take. the Name of 


his God in vain. Care and Diligence 
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may guard in this, as in the former Caſe, 
againſt: che evil Tendeney. But the 
Tendeney will have its Effect, if there 
be no Precautions uſed: to prevent it. 
Nor is even the middle State of Life, 
tho much the ſafeſt, utterly free from ; 
Danger. A Man hath many Inferiors 
in it, whom he may be apt to treat 
with Haughtineſs and Contempt; many 
Superiors, whoſe higher Station he may 
either bend too low to, or raiſe his Creſt 
with preſumptuous and ſaucy: Infoletice; 
many deſirable Advantages; which! lyt 
neareſt to him, much within his View, 
and only not within his Reach, 4 
provoke either the Luſt iof the: Eyes; c 
the Pride of Life, to ſtrain; hard in 
order to come at them. Many Conve- 
niences of Life are ſuppoſed! already in 
his Power, which he may either chjoy 
too indulgently, or by another kind 6f 
Fondneſs penuriouſiy chuſe to lay up in 
an uſeleſs Store As there àre no fix 
F en e tox deſire, which perempto- 
int its 2ravings,” and a8 A Man 
may always! find 8 Who is wik 
ling t hem, f r giving * 


Scope; 


00 


ET ee — r tele be, es 
x ; c 2 WEN r 
2 — . 


1 DET 3 
1 4 222 


- — 
— — 4 2 —̃ 2 
7 pay a "a WY A 
2 — 2 . 2 0 
bo net (PCr iran tbergrene 3k. 


— =oo ages 4 
222 


98 — 
r 


— 
2 —— 2 


— INE III * * 
2 — ——. — -. 
— — . 


— 


"_ — — 
— 


OS — — — — d 
A 7 IRE . $4 
— — r 5 

- — 


SERMON 1 


all the Miſchiefs' of real Povers 
ty NOR meet in fancif and Imaginary 
Wants, for which Abundance it ſalf 
will prove no Cure; ſo that a Condition 
Which bases upon both, may cealily 
have a Share in che uh nveniences:of 
Ahe. Nan td e 4288801 
95 Nor doth any Staxe of Life exempt 
« a Man dem Fo” 9g a as DUNE 
The Lekies and Paſſions of Pouch 
will not need à Detail af them to be 
dald before you; the genetal Mention af 
them will eaſily remind ꝓou of the En- 
tanglements and Snares, which ſeveral 
ly ſurround it; How cafily it falls 1 
With Appearances, how greedily it 
catches at every PRO, — 
ity gilded: Bait. „ To 22am 
de ae Age: duties 8 pal 
Purſuits to have more Weight and 
Worth in them. And it may be da. 
But then there is no leſs Danger to V 
tue from tbeſe, than there is rom aer | 
mo leſs Apprehenſion that Ambition or 
Cox retouſneſs- may prove deſtructive 40 
ir, 1 1 Exceſs in riotous luxurious 
n Pleaſures. 


* 
rr PPP 
n 


. ad: "The Worſhip which i is paid 
'to Honour or to Profit, is no leſs ido- 
latrous than tharwhich deifies the Belly 
of the Worſhipper, and makes 2 God 
_ of it. A Man is not more prompted in 
one Age of his Life to this latter Extra- 
vagance,' than he is in another to the 
former Sins. The Motives to each of 
them ply him at different Seaſons witli 
equal Strength,” and with the ſame Like. 
lihoods of Sucoeſs: And it is alike're: 
_ quiſite; that he fit himſelf to endure Hard- 


n, to ſtand frm agkinſt outward Im- 
3 
prefſions; to be in Poſſeſſion of himfelf, 


and Matter of bis ne Condult, in all 
the Circumſtances and of human 
Life Since the N ales which 
1 Pleaſure gains over him at one Time, 
Will in Proceſs of Time be gad by - 
ther Tem tations'of a different Nature; 
tlic under his preſent Complexion and 
view of Things, he can frame no Jack 
either of their Forde or Cham.. 
bob many are the Inſtances 40 5 
found; in the Age uihich upon the[Foor 
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i ** tho? a Conduct uite on of Charas 
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HT, _ ellecit 


chere is — * pe. Aecbmg 508 . 
Now if human Liſe were to be expoſed 
at utmoſt Diſadvantage; it could pan 

make ae Figure than hen it is ob». 
ſer yd of i it, that the young Man, Who 
hathemeſt Intereſt it, lives as if he had 
none beyond the reſent Moment 3:and 
the ald one, whoſe Stock of Life runs 
loweſt, as moſt aride ſolicitors, for 
many Tears to come, As if the gamen 
dircally,fix'd: upen. in for: his prad 
Motto, Let us eat eee 10: Mr. 
rom dt die; and the latrer had made 
of it in his w/ I agination, that it 
Howſes-here ſhould ce mina fe euer. This, 


— 


ö ter is; nevertheleſs, a Very com 
1 | Practice; and a general Praclice, Which 
| is much contradicted by. te: Reaſon 
of Things, muſt have its Root; and 
Foundation very deeply aid in ſome 
| prevailing; Byaſs of human Nature, gr 
could. nevet: ſpread; ſo far find 
1 widely: Such a Ryaßs will ereate a 
""—_— fea), of Difficulty/ in overbearing 
and e > N igorous 

Stands, 


all ooncur, be all, and often, employed 
in ſubduing itz. Without ſuch Endea- 
vours, the Tide of Nature will carry 
Virtue, Principles, Religion and all be. 


fore it. And then to ſtop the Torrent 


in its Courſe, or to cure the Breaches 
made by it, will be a Matter of much) 
more Difficulty than'i it was to have kept 
the Banks in repair, and ſo to have pre- 


vented the Over - flow ings of Ungodlineſs. 


The Suppoſal which introduces my 
Text ſtands thus, we ſee, confirmed from 
any Eſtimate taken of human Life, in 


di ſt ee muſt 


every Shape and Form and Condition of 


it: Every Man is put upon ſome Trial, 
ſome Difficulty, ſome Felt . 1 Proof 
of * Virtues. Our be en 


. x7 
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of his being ſo. Which is founded in 
Reaſons reſpecting the public and com- 


mon Intereſt, as well as the Perſoratand 


private Advar tage of dle n wo ried 
and proved. v8 Dit 

1. The Reaſon a rep ihe public 
common Intereſt: is Example; Which 
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is a tn ee mae 5 
than a ſuperficial View may repreſent i. 
As all Laws are deſign'd to be Rules of 
Practice, fo the Sanctions which en- 
force them, are intended to ſecure a 
Reverence and Obedience to them. In 


ai the Caſe of Rewards, the Goodneſs of 


bs” 
* FI * 
1 


God is indeed a Motive always inducing: 
him to ſhed his Bounty upon capable 
and proper Objects in the largeſt Pro- 
portions; ſo that here the main Reaſon 
of the Sanction, which promiſes Re- 
wards, flows from the benevolent Diſpo- 
ſition of the Creator towards his Crea- - 
tures: Yet ſtill the-Regards of Example 
reſtrain his favourable Purpoſes, and li- 
mit them to Terms: conſiſtent with his 
Holineſs; ſo that even the moſt indul. 
gent Communications of his loving 
Kindaeſs to them, are not beſtowed 
without a View and Proſpect of retain« 
ng: Sun in en Duty, and of enen | 
But 1 the Caſe of Prdithmnents; 
which 3 is his frange Work, and no Part 
of his original Deſign, the Reaſon. of 
nl muſt be drawn A tram en · 


| emplary 
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18 5 177 Regards; and from the Wiſdon 
of his Government. Neither the Ju- 
ſtice of God, nor that of Man, which 
copies from it, is a vindictive revenge- 
ful Principle. But there is a Neceſſity; 
cleaving to the Natute and Poſture of 
Things, that the Honour of broken 
Laws ſhould be conſulted by proper 
Examples; that others ay Je and Jeers 
und do no more fo wickealy. 

The Reaſon then, "wheravpis the 
Sandion of Laws is founded being thus 
extenſive, by the Help of it we may ac- 
count for ſome farther Dealings of Pro- 
vidence with reaſonable and free Crea- 
0m; for theStationand Poſture wheres 
in they are planted; and for ſome Me- 
thads of Adminiſtration to which they 
are ſubject, and by which they are geo- 
vern d. . 

Thus, that there: ſhould be a Trial of 
chem by ſome proper Teſts of Obedi- 
dienee, before their Admiſſion to a State 
ef indeſeaſible Perfection, carries this 
apparent View with it, that Holineſs 
muſt pave the Way to Happineſs ; that in 
ths At. of * humorous or 

: „„ arbi- 
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that a Diverſity of Conduct will ever 
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introduce a Difference of Condition. 
And this ſeems to have been a Rule of 


ſuch a diffuſive and general Extent, that 


even the Orders above us have not been 
exempt from it. Now tho' we are not 
concern'd to enquire much of their &- 
conomy, and therefore have little of it 
revealed to us; yet we read of the An 
gels which kept not their firſt Eſtate : So 
that there was a Teſt of their Obedience 
which they did not ſtand: And the Hint 
is doubtleſs given us for our Inſtruction, 
as upon the ſame Foundations God hath 
repreſented his Juſtice inexorable, with- 
out the Help of a ſufficient Mediator; 6 
they having none, are therefore con- 
demned to perpetual Sorrows; for Chriſt 
laid not hold on the Angels to ſuccour them, 


(fo we ſhould tranſlate the Words which 


we render, took not on him the Nature of 


lach f.. Lingels) but the Seed of Abraham, ii e. 


They who are Heirs of Abraham's Faith, 
"thro? the Interceſſion of a Saviour have 
Acceſs to Mercy, and may find Grace 


70 ala them in Time Pe Need, to'the Privi- 


Oe 


ON VE: 49" 
lego'of n ab fallen Angels are not 
A d. The wi ole Proceſs of this 
Pernadinys is founded upon apparent 
Reaſons of Wiſdom and Holineſs; that 
none may be bold with the Laws of God, 
or think, that the Tranſgreſſion of rem 
ſhall paſs with Impunity. Now! 
The Teſts of Obedience which —_ 
cede its Recompence anſwer the ſame 
wiſe. Purpoſes, and repreſent our God 
in his proper Character, as cloathed 
with the Robes of Righteouſneſs, and 
not depreciating his Favours by an heed- 
leſs or promiſcuous Diſtribution of them. 
So that ſuch Temptations as theſe are 
perfectly co- incident with the general 
View of Providence, in all its Dealings, 
and the Eitneſs of them thus is founded 
in the public Intereſt of the —_— m- 
1 But, N n 110 * 
. Secondly, The 'pebſainals rind pri- 
_ Advantage of the Man ſo tried, 
may well be ſuppoſed as another Mo. | 
tive, for putting his irtue bates ws 
proper Teſt of it. For l A Ko 
The Goodneſs of God- ike not 12. 
cee a ſoft and paſſive Principle, 


TON AL L 3 | # moving 
7 


is evermore Atlin d mit — if- 
Fuſe: its boneficial Emanations, and to fill 


eee Bliss. 105 Bur — chere are 
ſome previous Qualifications, on their 
Farts requiſite to make them meet for 
the . Purpoſes: of their Creator 

The Soul muſt be train 

ed up to the Happineſs deſigned? for it 
by a Courſe of proper Diſcipline, and by 
_ due Proficiency in alt holy Attain- 
ments. The Perfection of human Na- 
ture is indeed its proper Happineſs ;-and 
that which makes us hoh will make us 
happy. Wherefore the more we diſen- 
gage Adam the Entanglements of the 
World, and the Pollutions of Sin, the 
better will our Hearts be prepared to re- 
move with us from Earth to Heaven. 
Theſe would hang ſuch a Weight upon 
us, that we could never move upwards 
with it. The Love of God is a Princi-/ 
ple too ſublime and lively, to find Har- 
ois in a Breaſt . „— 
lower 


t ms Ry 8 — | 


lence to our Fellow<Cfeatures will never 
have Room to exert its Acts and Offices, 
_ in a ſelfiſh and narrow Spirit; nor will 
that Purity which is an eſſential Quali. 
fication for ſeeing God; be attain'd by an 
Heart devoted much to ſenſual Excèſſes. 
'Theſe are Circumſtances utterly incon- 


ſiſtent with the whole Scheme of Pro- 
videnc fur leading us to Glory. A Mi- 


racle would be neceſſary for enabling us 
to bear ſuch a dazling Light. Were it 
poſſible for us ini tlie Nature of the 
Thing, to ſee Cod without” Holineſs; we 
ſhould deſire the ſpeedieſt! Removal from 
ſuch an unpleaſing Spectac N 


But now ſuch a Proficiency in aries 


| as muſt qualify us for the Reward of it, 


is an impractieable Attainment to the 


* 22 


Man who is too ſoft for preſſin 
Difficulties, or for emduring Hardntſs. 
He muſt have the whole Conſtitution 
of Things unravelled for him, his Na- 
ture new moulded, his Station and Sphere 
| of Adtion 2 diverſified; or elle he 

the common Conditions, 
and be content with Struggling: for his 


6 L 4 Joy 
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bours he — neyer earn it; but ti 


without any Labours he will never ap- 


pear to have been meet or fit for it. Up- 
on the preſent Model of the Creation, 

and of the Part which is aſſign'd rice 
in it, 'tis impoſſible he ſhould be. Be- 


cauſe his Virtue here muſt meet ſome 
Obſtacles ; and if he breaks not thro' 
them, a Miracle muſt be wraught to fit 
him for the Entertainments of the Place 


he is going to. Now tis very apparent 
that a Miracle wrought in favour of 
ſuch an undeſerving Object, would 


croſs upon the whole Scheme of Pro- 


vidence and the Methods of its Govern: 
ment, as repreſented under the foregoing 
Article. So that either he muſt work 
his Way thro? the Difficulties of Virtue, 
or muſt reſolve to ſtay behind, and not 
Man 
object, that thus he ſhall pay too much 
for it? Or would any Man complain 
that he cannot hogs it for nothing? Is 
pected ITOM him, thathe 

muſt livelikea e Creature, with 
a Senſe of his Hependence on a ſuperior 
«11 F. 


* —. e Reben — 
his real Intereſtꝰ Well, but there are 
Obſtacles and np the Courſe 
of this Duty; theſe he would have re- 
moved, and if all were eaſy all would 
be well with him, and he would puſn 
his Complaints no farther. That is, if 
God would have made an Angel With 
out making firſt a Man of him; if he 
v ould never have:doath'd him with Shin | 
and: Fleſh, but given him a Body of finer - 
Materials; if he-would not havebrought | 
him into this thick Air; but placed him 
in a lighter and purer Ether; he ſhould 
have been wonderfully pleaſed, for ought 
he knows, with ſomewhat which he 
knows not, and ſhould have paſſed moſt 
contentediy to the End without the 
Trouble of reſorting to any Means for 
it. Now to all this inſolent Expoſtu- 
lation the Apoſtle's Anſwer is the fitteſt ; 


Ney, but O Men, who' art thou that r- kom. u. 


plieft againſt God? Shall the Thing" for 
ſay to him that formed it, * haft \ thou 
made 


IP * 
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made me thus? Hath not the Potter Puter 
over the Clay, of the ſume Lump ty. rn 

one Veſſel: unto Honour, and another unto 
Diſemuur ? This is doubtleſt a Part of the 
Creator's $'Prerogative;; and there cor 
have been no Variety in his Works, if 
ſuch an Rxerciſe of it, were not per. 
fectiy reconcilable with all true No- 


ward Fo * — N and A. 


OU 


bables — is any angle Order 1 
created Beings, now in Poſſeſſion of an 
Sugar, Happinſh who have not paſs d 
to it in the Way of 4 atfestabie Holineſs. 
dome Angels, We are fure, have fallen; 
and ꝰ' tis therefore very probable, that all, 
or 4 might have fallen. And if ſo, 
there i is, or hath been ſome Teſt 2 O. 


4% 78 0 8 * 


It. The. Biete, of 3 chi 
Trial, of abiding this Teſt, and of thus 
eunduring eee 18 0 Third at ald 


re ee, 


a Erft on the Pur- 
poſes of his gracious and holy. Provi- 
dente is an unſpeakable Honour and 
Felicky, w when ariſtng from the Choice 
of reaſonable Creatures. To be the 
Means of confirming any in à State of 
Bleſfednels, or of raifing them to it, by 
the Exemple of our Practice; to be te. 
corded in the Monuments of Eter — 
as Inſtances of Firmuneſs and Vigour, in 
the Piffieuties of Duty, and *m-thoſe 
Proofs of our Virtue, which are Here 
_ affign'd to it, were à "View ſufficient 
one Would think; to excite the m 
dormant and ſluggiſh Principles, and 
to quicken euer unaQtive and I 


8 


wind f i 4 
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riſinig word on our future Recompence, and 
their abſolute Neceſſity for making us 
meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance with © 
the Saints in Light, have already been re- 
preſented, when we were conſidering 
the Pitzieſs f TH mptctions, and the Rea- 


ſanableneſs of their Vas bere par 
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22 End are themſelves intitled al 
proportionable Degree of Bleſſednęſi. 80 
that if enduring. Temptation hath a Ten- 
dency to make us happy, it muſt be con- 
ſidered as an Happineſs, that w we are able . 
Wait. oat os yo rod 
But indeed, beſides. ts. certain Bel N 
city entaild upon our abiding the Teſts 
of Virtue, with regard to another World; 
even with reſpect to this. World, there 
35 a great: deal of our Eaſe and Cams | 
fort hereypon depending. py 
If we are not ſo far Maſters of our. 
Conduct, as to go forwards, or ſtop at 
Pleaſure 5 we have really and truly no 


: 2 4 * 


viour pronouncel the Man mk commit- 


ted Sin, the Servant: of Sin. If he would 
ſerve God and Mammon together, and di- 


vide his Heart between two interfering 


Intereſts, there is not upon Earth a State 


of more Uneaſineſs nor Diſtraction, nor 
leſs conducive to any valuable Purpoſe, 
either of the Life which now is, or of, 
that which i is to come. iT he one Pretens; 
| fon is a Clog upon the other; ſo that a 


Man 


eetually, who cannot find in his Heart 
to part with one of them when a Jun 
cure ſhall ariſe which calls him off from 
it. What ever would ſeduce him from 
the Rule of Duty muſt divide his Soul 
_ aſunder, if he can neither readily and 
throughly comply with it; nor yet ea- 
fily nor reſolutely make a Stand apainſt 
it. If he hath' ſo far abandon'd his 
| Senſe of God's Law, as to go all the 
Lengths of Sin, without Remorſe or 
Check; he might with as little Diffi- 
culty have been enabled to reach any 
Heights of Virtue, or have ſtood any, 
even the hardeſt Teſts of his Obedience. 
But then the Danger of theſe very dif- 
ferent Attainments is by no Means equal; 
which ought to determine us to the ſa- 
fer Side. And if we will not reſolve to 
play always the fooliſhPart, ofoppoſing 
either our Reaſon or our Inclinations, and 
thence of obliging neither to an y Purpoſe, 
we ſhall certainly try ſome Methods for 
gaining the Maſtery, and for fixing it, 
when gain'd, upon an indiſputable Bot- 
tom. "Whoever" knows how to endure 
mn | Temptation 


5 = ation. arg mu 3 5 this 
TD or he will not uniformly, nor 
long endure it: In one and another 
ee be Con- 
queror; but the Security of Virtue is at 
laſt the Habit of it, when it is the un- 
doubted Principle of all his Actions, 
that he will not ſwerve in any known 
Example, from the Law of God; whaſe 
Teſtimonies, when he hath been uſed to 
keep them, he will love excceedingly; and 
and then the Practice of them, even in 
the moſt trying Inſtances, will be little 

grie vous; and in the ordinary Cons 
of Duty, very pleaſant to him; 
The Man who ſo frareth the Lord is 
PL cri. i. Pronounced by the Pſalmiſt Bleſſad, as 
having great Delight in his Commandments, 
Each Office and AQ of Virtue, which 
can be thought an Hardſhip, is #buns 
dantly compenſated by the joyful Tet; 
mony of his Conſcience; as well as made 
eaſy to him by the Force of Reſolution 
and repeated Uſage. So that he pro- 
ceeds not only without Contradiction, 
ReluQance, or any dividing Sentiments; 


but win all the Powers of his Soul us 
nited, 


n reds as al — or 
Which can rec 


ompence — _ 
prudent Choice; and all attended with 
*gremble ae ede Nellen 
| ions. ; 
This in every: part of i it, is the Re- 
verſe of the Singer's Caſe; of the Man 
| whoſe, Virtue: ſhrinks upon Trial, and 
will abide no Proof 1 it. The only 
pleaſing Moment to him, is the very 
Inſtant. of Action; before it, he is all 
upon the Struggle with his Reaſon 
and Conſcience; and if he hath ſubdu · 
eld them both, dreadful are the Conſe 
quences, and bitter the Fruits of ſuch a 
ſhameful Victory. Remorſe and fearful 

Ereſages are its known Attendants afs 
ferwards. The Prophet therefore hath. 
well compared the whole of his Caſe. 

to that 4 troubled Sea, when it cannot Ia ii 
reft, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt: 
and Cad hath eee Doom of 
the Hebe, chat there can be no Fra 70 
hem. ; 
Ws e ani that x we be ada 
ſuaded to put an the Armour of God; to 


* Means 


for 
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it ro ſtand che Trials ir ſhall be par 0. 
The Temptations common to Man, Man 
ſhould not repine at. The ve! 


of his appearing upon he Stage of his 
preſent Life, was to approve” 
ence in them, and thence to prepare 
him for his Recompence in a better. 

It is endleſs, as well as impertinent, E: 


to complain of the Hardſhips cleaving to 


this or that particular Circumſtance of 
Life or Fortune: Were it exchanged 
for another, that other, we may depend 


upon it, would have its Hardſhips too. 


80 chat if the Time and Care which 


Ve uſually miſpend in fruitleſs Endea- 


vours to remove a preſent Inconveni- 
ence, were employ'd i in learning how to 
bear it, the Iſſue, in all Likelihood, would 


be more ſucceſsful, and we ſhould ſee the 
Travail of our Souls, and be better ſatis- 


fed. By attempting what is out of our 
Power, with much Buſtle and Conteſt, 
we proceed in Life thro a Round of 
diſappointed Labours, -wherein the Oc- 
caſions of Guilt too often meet with 
us. But by a practical Knowledge how 
to 


s ER MO VI. 
2 a 3 we ſhun a 2 


fey ths, ws 
— gs exicounter” them. 
"Wheeir, 1 Sat Pipl, . 
gulated Paſſions, divided ents, 
and conſiſtent Practi ices be Ad vantages | 
of any Account with us: Theſe are the 
| peculiar Privileges of the Perfon, whbm 
my Text hath pronounced Bleſſed. And 
_ Temptation gives him a Claim 

to all of them. 

Nor only to theſe preſent; Felicities 
doth his Trial here entitle him; but to 
that Crown of # future and better Life; 
that never-dying, never- fading Glory, 

which' our Lon hath Mu to Them 
who love him. 1 


11/112 0 it, thro the Merits | 
oth fone Son, out Cedars Sa- 
viour, trans” 
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11 Adi 00 they came unto; the: 
iN © Threſbmg: or of. Chidon, Deza 
1 but forth his Hand to hold the 
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e by the Au- 
{thor r_to.the 72 who 
tells us, that it was owe 
outrwith Gold, and held in it the 
gotden Py ny hich. had Manna, anna; kept. for A 
7 90 of the miraculous Suſtenance 
Which the Maelitei receiy'd ; in the Wil 
derneſs the 9 7 Hand of 
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verlaid Heb.ix. 4. 


Prov idence; Aaron . Rod which budged, Numb. 


and was lodged there by the ſpecial Ap- 
pointment of God as a- Token againſt. the 
Rebels; "and. the Tables of t the Covenant, or 
WL original Draught of the Decalogue, 
Written by God, and. deliver'd to Moſer, 
This was. the F Furniture, of, this venera- 
ble Box; over it was the Propitiatory, 
We. Mercy ſeat, which cover'd the Law; 


7 xvii. 


ſo han did not appear to plead, as it 25 


de bel fore God, the Tranigreſſions of 
that Fd 51 Ih Alluſion to Which 


Chrift is lled our Propitiatin: . Ut, 


20 End of the Mercy-Seat ſtood a gol; nn 

den Cberub with expanded Wings, from * 

between which, as from ag Oracle, God 

a forth his n{wers, 5 eee 
M 2 


2 Wit 


1 „i for their Preſumption i in look ein 


> Þ ER M 0 N. VII. 
vith thoſe who were admitted to come 


ſo near him. Of all which Particulars 
we have a pompous Deſcription inthe | 


25% and 37% Chapters of the Book. . un 
Exodus. 5 . 
This Ark had been taken by the Phi. | 
uy _ in the Battle wherein the Sons of 
;, who attended it, were ſlain; upon 
which it was aid by wy. of Lamenta- 
1 Sam. iy. — 0 that, the Glory was departed from 
22. fuel; becauſe the Are 4 God Was 
talen. 
Aer ſeyen Months, the Phillies 
ſent it home again with great Solemnity ; 
and it coft the Men of Bethſhemeſh, who 
firſt received it upon the Borders, fifty 
Thouſand, threeſcore and ten ves, 
into 


9% it. 

From thence i it was Krell to Kirjath | 

jeurim, where the Son of . 
whoſe Houſe 'twas lodged in, Was fl 

_ _  &ifed on purpoſe to keep i it; and chere 

1 Sun. vil, it abode twenty noms.” 7: 


„ After this, it came into the Heart of 


David to bring it thence, and to fix it 


in a bis Gern . T he Ceremony Was 
'very 


70 ö 


* 2 — indeed a Mubyl, be 18 T 
deſpiſed him for it, and became herſelf 
* Capone. 6 as. . would. Damper 


1 — 8 — 
ſome Interruption totheir Feſtival Mirth, 
It ſeems, the Oxen which carried it 
fumbled, or ſome Way or other ſhook it, 
ſa; that is was thought in Danger f 
pon which Dazu one of the AA 


falling: e e 
Drivers, with no Appearanes of any il} | = 

Intent ion, hut rather, it ſnhouldſeem, with 

a well: meant, tho a raſn and officious ' N 


2 — his Hand to held it. 


chat the Prieſts, Whoſe proper Bades 
and Privilege it was to touch 
nat at that . nar upomthein 
an = M3 MY 
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Dui For in tlie 15 Chapter of 
very Book, when David had pt 
Place in his dn City to receive 1b 
che Houſe of — — 
thus accoſting the Chief of the Frieſts 
be Ta. ; 


botbe he du your Biithres) 2 : 
bring up the Ark of ne Lori GM 
rael to the Places which*'T have piepured 
for it. For becauſe-ye did it noted the 12 
tbe Lurd our. God made a Brruch upon us; 
or ibat we ſoug hi ain wos after" the! this 
Orlen: Since, according to che Dire} . 


OE (RAPE 


but the Sons of Kobath were to bedr it; 
and even they were not to touch it, bür | 


ow Pain of Death. The Pribilege of 1 | 
Numb. iv. nearer” Approach ito it, ! ſeems to have 
19-29 hee reſerved far Auron and his Sons: 
Breach of this Order was fatal to 
LZ who, without any Deſign of 
Miſchief, yet raſhly and upon the; ſud= 
ny without any Call to, any Qualifica - 
tion for it, and againſt . | 
poititment 4 ventured tu tuſn up- 
ie N on 
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ux; chingsz and the Price: of h 
Preſumption Was the Forfeiture of his 
preſent Life; the Severity of which Exe- 
cution, tho“ neceffary perhaps to the 
Sanction of D Diſciplines and Order, might 
_ eafily»be made —_— im nos future 
1 Seen 2. "als - 1441 * os ns 177314 Tel 211 
2ompari Mb aide ewi 2 Law 
„ *whereit N Prefreie. is 


lowance for an prey. Riehankbi une 
_ | — * —— _ we x 


of Surprize to 7 * — | 
may Rilkbeuttenled-with ver terrible 
Conſequences, notwithſtandiag the In- 
dulge Aer . rr 


From ahe Neaſon of the ; 
. =o gs Obſe rv dis 270 be Rely -* 
. ſtarted, 
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invading, on throwing ie pen. 1 9 8 


3 *¹ might here add, 


of Heart; . herewith ſhauld ap: 
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ſtarted, without Force or e s. 
which the atirude: of pr 
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1. The, Importance of ritual and poſi- 
tive © Inſtitutions, with = —— 
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- 1T. The, Encloſure ofthe Gereden 


II The Reſpect which: is dua to res 
lative Happinels.' Hoodie 40 one! 
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Ne oi InfuGiciency- of: x: good, or 
is Intention to warrant an irre: 
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praach the ſolemn Offices of divine 


Worſhip.» And laſtiy, “(C 2 
Vb The Danger oh an unantherized 


offlcicus Zeab 2593 155 


But the three forme of these Barti 


eulars will rake up, 1  foreſes, de Kim 
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70 1 The firſt Obſervation 1 . 
on the Paſſage before ur By. The, ae 
— rit nal and poſitive Inflitutions, 
With che pungtusl Obſervance e 
God expects to them. 
It will eaſily and 1 a ber eſſed 
che Jour in, Sur Saviour Time 
overracted this Fart; a5 they had ſmart- 
ed in ſome age beers i, —— Neg⸗ 
e and eee ur 
wanting, to) reſtore What Was loft, , to 
reform what was grrupt and faulty, to 
cure. each, Diſtemper, and to rectify eve. 
Y Exror, ſpeaks : oſten in Terms of 
great Reſentment upon this 
Extreme. Vet furelyx 
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4-45. 14 
AF 


nolprrungrs 
Extreme hath 


anqther far its * © 
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the Intereſts. of H 
may be an Exceſs, there may he 3 
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Fall; was appares 


elif NANO 


there hath been no Inſtance of a pure 
and holy Wor rl. lip, without mem hat f 
V0 fr cl State rl Io denee dd nor 
fubfiff without- 7 —_ Preche 5 
Trial of our firſt Parbnts Obedience; 
nd tlie Breach of it Mas purſued with 
eremplary Wengeanee. The firſt Act ef 
Wörſbip which is upon Record after th 

y of a ritual und 
poſtive Nature; af ſinee human Reaſon 


doch Me more direc to thoſe Sacrifice 


Which we find offer d te God by Cain 


and: Aber; than: it directs us to Baptiſm, 


5 Tranfact ions et 


to prevent — ridiculotzy If not Wörle, 


or to chat ſolemn Saerffice of re 


Which we celebrate in' theh 
Tiſt!. As the Aer er tho 


came" '6bſcure" 9 
Aiges, there was 4 Necefiry tbene 


ſing to prelerve of v0 rettieve it by 


written Memoirs; and by lemn Viages' 
and «Ceremonies of divine Toſtituriot,! 


Effects '6f human I Venttion 2 0pRus . 


whe n the patriarchal Religion had been 


rruſted, for a" _ with the few wo = 
18 could 


* 80 35 K R pop 2 pf it, * ons: 2 15 5 i n 8 
plainiy Aeg, Har Number Would 


wal Service, tho! With ſorne 
given! co cell Fevſitive Be 


3 . 


keep! befides the People it was g 


within” the Eiiclofures' proper by: * — . 
wrt and*guarded/againft the 


= 
Mo Town had manifold Tokens of F God 


N "of Fatal Exain- 


| — 5 
ether! Extreme; Which Our Saviour — : 
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Ciptivity. 


felt it GH 
wat ; hey er 


ith" been obſerve 


d With ob much Zeal to retify 
And with'this View u ure th kn 
Um denri einting their! impertinegt Serbe 


ſhip; the main 1 es of w Tr [ 
fefibed, however, into his q vn P 


his Refc ormation of this Error he ſeemed} 
to defign' reducing lis own to the OY 
102215 4 (rlarcage” 


not long atthere to ſpiritual or ratio. 


er that "Whole Tneli FIR 5 wn 


putofityitn_the Rituals o 8 255 ; 


and'in thid Senſe 'profeſſca,” 18 it 5 5 : 
came him to full all Righteouſneſs.” In IIat. iis 
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122 SERMON VI. 
| ; triarchal Scheme, which yet, we ſhould 
remember had its Ceremonial; for In- 
ſtance, the Worſhip of God by Sacrifice 

as long before the Delivery, of the I 
oe Ritual 5 Circumciſi 
* the, Law, — to have. obtained 
hre its actugl dee 25 in — 
particular, Inance pf ae br 
exerciſed. by Md, probably of the 
EU too, and moſt ne the 
oY ot ber? — — er up 5 5 0 | 


25 Religion, 
and Born. ben i, ar 7 


n meet i er 

Hints — . _ —— bt 
22 Obligations of 4a — 

NY Merch, 705 have alſo . 


a of our Peet 
bar ar Relation.to Coch ang Ghrif, in th 
©  6nyward, Qrdinanges of hir holy Reli- 
bs - Sion. x We have, | {4 Mean, ur Sgera- 

ments, our Prisſthood, our MWerſhip. af 


oP 1 Being is ad thre' a Mer 
diatar; 3 


| datt; P Wi e elſe may 15 _ 
ted the outward Garb and Aare of 
Godlineſs; or the proper Note of Di- 


ſtinction between the Chriſtian, and oY 


ther Forms of Worſhip. _ 
The g roſs Superflitionsof the Harken 


World, were manifeſtly. owing, to the 


Want of an authoriſed Ceremoniale i in 
their Worſhip. Hence they reſorted to 
their own Inventions for the finding 
one; and we need, I reſume, no Con- 
vifion nor Proof of the; 

But now, if the Light of Nature 
40 Reaſon only be ſo duffle for theſe 
Purpoſes, as ſome would repreſent it; 
certainly the Religion of 1 5 Heathens 
would have appeared to us at more Ad- 
vantage. We ſhould not have had ſuch 

I anble of Deities, ſuch a Mixture of 
Nee and uncouth Uſages 1 in their 
moſt ſolemn Rituals, as their own, Pens 
have repreſented, and their own Mouths 
confeſſed. They had as large a Share of 
| Reaſon and 9000 Senſe, as our Men of 
' Reaſon can pretend to; tho” our Men 
of Reaſon, e muſt confels, are pretty 
bold Preten ders. The inn gs they 
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eir ill Succeſs in 


1 ve 
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have left to us, are the Standards of De- 


8 and true Politeneſs: Yet nothing E 
can be more monſtrous nor out of 
Courſe, than the Ceremoniale ok their 
Religion; which with Time grew worle 
and more incumbred, as new Incidents 
and Occaſions. happened to increaſe the 
Pomp of it: So that there Was an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity to regulate and fix it. 
The Men, of abſtracted Reaſoning do 
therefore refine too much in their Is pe⸗ 
culations, when they think the Bae 
nals of Religion of no Importance to 
it. The Bulk of Mankind, we have 
plain and long Experience to aſſure us, 
could never ſubſiſt without them. Vir- 
tue, which they ſo much would ſeem to 
| magnify, muſt fink into Air and Empti- 
neſs, or into mere Talk, as fruitleſs 
and vain as very Vanity, ifi it had not 
the Support of religious Encloſures. 
The Worſhip of God muſt run into ut. | 
ter Confuſion without ſome Forms to 
methodize, and ſome known Obſer- F 
vances to keep, or to make it uniform. 
"FD think, or. to reaſon otherwiſe, e is : 


"MF Enchuſiaſin, and a lofty Pretence: 
57 


„ „% . 


9 
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of none, of the beſt of Men to be het 
ter than they are, to exceed the Privi- 
lege of their Species, and to be Angels 


5 ; * 
92 of * ; — 


before their Time. But let them re- 


member the Doom of thoſe Angels 


themſelves, who kept not their firſt E- 


ſtate, and therefore changed it for 4 
Worte Upon the whole, if we conſult 
either Reaſon or Experience, either the 
Dealings of God with his moſt favoured 
People, or the Behaviour of Mankind 
when left to themſelves without the 
Privilege of thoſe happy Intercourſes, 


we ſhall have Cauſe enough to value 


the ritual Parts of Religion; not as ex- 


cluſive of the moral, nor ſuperior to them; 


but ina due Subordination, and allowing 


to the other a confeſſed Precedency. 


But now tis impoſſible that the Cere- 


moniale of our Worſhip ſhould have its 
proper Obſt ervance, if we are not exact 
and punctual in our Payments. The 


very. Reaſon whereupon it is founded, is 


preſerving in our Minds a becoming 
Senſe of our Subjection and Dependence; 
which will eaſily decay and fink, if we 
| give our ſelres diſcretionary Powers, 
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eſcribed ta 
5 rom Pxcdlles 81 the Jewiſh Kicual, 


and from . Burden of its infinite Ob- 


| ſervances; 


the Goſpe { hath deliver d us: 
Upon = Darkneſs of Heathen Superſti- 


tions it hath let in 1 enough, to 


make us: utterly aſhamed of them; and 
indeed to confound. us with the Won- 
der, that human Nature with very great 
Advantages of Art and acquired Know- 
ledge, could ſink into ſuch groſs and ſtu- 
pid Ablardities. But then theſe Re- 
flections muſt at the ſame Time con. 


. vince, us, that human Nature cannot 
be leſt to it ſelf with Safety, without 


ſome Additions and Helps to it by 


Directions from above, to preſerve 
it from rambling, to. aſcertain. the 
Meaſures of religious 
regulate and adjuſt. the ER 
The Time cannot, be named, 
mere natural Religion, | wichoor ſome- 


Duties, iy 1. 
it. 


44 [5 218 


Wherein 


what poſitive added to it, bath obtain d 
in Practice. And if we conſider the 
known Bents of Mankind, we ſhall find 

e — for the c People of il F 


os - 


VI. 


SET 


 [eried., The patriarchal Scheme was the 
nearelt, of, any to it; het that we. find 
23 Rites, and Ceremonies, tho! 
in Number than any. Eſtabliſh- 
ment which, prevailed till the Goſpel- 
Settlement. — are OW, upon the 
Matter brought hack to 172 75 only with 
2 4 2 xplicit. Di 

me art in opening to us an Inter- 
courſe, with Heaven. We have many 


Examples of the Patriar chs. Diligence; 
none of their, Neglect i in thoſe. Particu- 


lars of their Duty, which, we. 2855 em⸗ 


phatically call nete ene 7 
Which Foncerned d. their f. ſever 0 Hp Obſer- 
vances in divine Worſh ip. Fo Hor. theſe 
are moſt certainly the ſtrongeli 
the ſureſt Preſeryatiyes, of moral Virtue; 
as much.\as.itiengroll 


proportion d Share, of it in our. 

and Fractices. Nor ſhall anꝝ Man 
ſuade me, when he is breaking down 
its Fences, that he really, means, or va- 
lues its geen geThe Goſpel- Scheme 
hath not leſt our Eligion ſo naked and 


opt. 1k N. defence- 


2 10 T's MO. haye yet des, 


iſcovery, of 55 Media- 


0 Barriers, 


Q! our 


Eſteem in Words, bach L ſeara We dig 
any; Man per- 


1 


debegceleßz as to ; 60 dee deſtitute of 
theſe Enclofures: Nor is the Authori- 
of its Appointments leſs venerable, 
: of any preceding Uſages and Laws. : 
But if UZ ſuffer d for his unwarrant- 
able Fee romg when his Meaning 
ſeem'd very little culpable; certainly the 
proud Bliſphemer of his Saviout's Tnfti- 
tutions, the contemptnous Tranſgreſſor 
of his facred Encloſures, the careleſs 
Partaker of his holy Ordinances; and 
the bold Invader of the Privileges 'of his 
| Sanctuary, ſtand each of them obnoxi- 
ous to a much heavier Condemnation. 
55 thus we may obſerve the Author to 
_Heb-x: the Hebrews reafoning: He that deſpiſed 
4 More Law, died without Mercy under 
two or three Witneſſes; / how meh ſorey 
Puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be-thought | 
worthy, "who bath trouden under Foot the 
Son 0 Gol, and bath auimted the Blood of 
| the Chuenant aohertwith he was | ed, 
an unholy Thing, and hath dos ER 
to the Spirit of Gre: 
Thus much may fuſfice to have 
ken upon my - Firſt Obſervation ; the Im- 
| portance of ritual and poſnive- Inftiru- 
. 25 tions, 
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ions. unctual Obſervance 
which God d expe to Ae 1 | ivr > 
"oy 


' n. Sievnd, 1. „ Phe Rodkoſurels mY che 
erdotal or prieſtly Function, with the 
Dunger 'of No vn or towing it 0. 
my” SP 
For the Nertbons Sen under * bor. 
mer Head, I cannot imagine; that” it 
was the Defitzn ofthe vio pac to abolifh 
all Rite and Ceremony, but only to 
cut off Excreſeences, and to regulate the 
whole Scheme of inſtituted Worſhip: 
Nor ean'Þ believe that” We at this: Di- 
ſtanee from the Age of the Apoſtles, 
have better Means of underftanding tkieir 
Intent and Purpoſe, than fuck as lived 
either e en or very wen them. Now 
it & moſt eb ident and' certain that the 


earlieſt Writers after the Age of che :. 


poſtles, were exceedingly' ſolicitous a. 
bout preſerving-the inftituted Parts of 
Religion from aff Innovation and Cor- 
ruption. Natural Reafor would do well 
enough, they kitew , With Natural Re. 
en, when once ky MO Preſervu. 
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tives: and; 1 Rites. were teffectuall x 
ſecured; to it. Accordingly: we fin 
„ them labouring with all their Might, 
to maintain the Honours of the Epiſco- 
pal Office, to fence in its Privileges, 
and to guard it againſt the derten | 
a: ſchiſmatical een {1tnel 


indeed hath py >" wholeCommunizy | 

of C hriſtians, an holy and royal r 7 
hood 3 a8 the whole Body of, . he ; 

1 Pet. ii. Is entituled in the” BOOK Ol Nan, 4 
55 9.7 Kingdom of Priefts, and an holy, Matium: 
18. e. with reſpect to all other Communi- 
Exod. xx. Lies, they were each of. them a alle, 
6. People, enjoy'd. diſtinguilh'd Privileges 
1 and had ſingular, Vouchſafements fa 
Heaven. But it is moſt apparent not- 

wit. landing, that the Jeres had a Prieſt · 
d within themſelves, 3 


een 
1 1 & FA 


* & N vn 


be laid in common With all their 


Php under the moſt ſevere and aW 
ful Penalties. Uzza, we ſee, did but 
preſs a little upon the Borders of it; 


and the Conſquence Was fatal to him. 
And thoſe, I ay, who were moſt like- 
ly to know the true Deſign of the Apo- 
ſtles, and conſequently of Chrift, who 
ſent them, appear to have been no leſs 
tender of the Privileges appertaining to 
the 
thinking all Encloſures thrown open, 


and an Diſtinctions aboliſh'd hetween 


Laity and Clergy, that” nothing ſeems 


to have enter d farther into their 
Thoughts and Cares, than the Preſer= 
vation of them from Encroachment and 
Contempt. There hath been for ſome 
Time a growing Error in our Eſtimates 


of the Goſpel ; we have been taught 
with great Induſtry to conſider It, as 
a mere Revival of the natural Law, 
which I agree to have been a very im- 


portant Part of its Delię gn a and Meaning. $ 


But then, Ifay, it hath: farther View; 
6 und them, al- 
7 2 addicted to , always fond of, never 


it takes Mankind as it 
wa 


Chriſtian Prieſthood; ſo far from 


182 


S'ER oN Vu. 
utterly. deſtitute of a ſenſible. Worfhip, 


by Forms and Ceremonies, which ſhould 


ſtick upon Memo We and affect Imagina- 
O 


tion: Some Provi 


n it makes for this 


univerſal Bent; and therefore with the 


Revival of the natural Law, it hath given 


us a Scheme of poſitiue Inſtitutions to 
fence in that Lay, and to ſeeure it a+ 
gainſt the endleſs Excurſions of human 
Fancy. And, I ſay, it is the growing 
Miſtake of the Age we live in, that this 
Scheme hath no Conſideration, no Re- 
verence paid to it; that the inſtituted 
Part of our Religion i is of little or no 


Account with us; that we hold it ut- 


terly indifferent in what Way we wor- 


ſhip the ſupreme Being, and that he 


ought to be content, if we will vouch. 
ſafe him any Worſhip. at all. I know 
there may be an Error on the other Ex» 
treme, Which 1 ſhould: not. be..back-. 
ward to encounter upon any fit Occaſion. 

The Exceſſes of Superſtition are at- 


tended, I am ſenſible, with their pro- 


per Micchiefs; but Profanemſe, with a 
Neglect of e is What I ap» 
wehen to be hi rowing Evil: We 


8 ſpeculate 


lietle;, and the ;nearer we. come 
 Wildneſs of untaught Nature, and to 
Religion of our own, inventing, the ful- 
ler Harveſt may. Superſtition. expect to. 
reap from us, when we ſee gur Error, 
and find and feel from it, that Rituals 
are neceſſary for keeping, us cloſe to any 
thing. This was exactly the Caſe of the 
Jeu; and there is the ſame general Prone- 
neſs in all Mankind to run from one 
Extreme into another. They had ſmarted 
ſorely for their Neglects A God's Wor-. 
ſhip, and of thoſe. ſacred Inſtitutions 
wherewith he had incloſed their Church 
and Nation: They were ſenſible at laſt 
of their Error; and when they were ſo, 
the thought chey could never do e- 
nough to repair it; then came on an 
exceeding Solicitude for the Outſide of 
their Cups, much Nicety in their Phy- 
lacteries — the Borders of their Gar- 
ments; Waſhings as frequent and aſſidu- 
ous, as if they 7 to change the E- 
Hhioplan s Skin; Theſe Exceſſes naturally 
ſucceeded. their paſt Defect 


N and tis 88. K 


wellaf our: Negleds d not 00 in the 2 | 


N 4 | fy i 


very Thing w. Which we tem moſt fohd 
of depreciating; andif Spiritual Pride 95 5 
not turn us at length intoerrant harm, 5 
The juſt Medium will be, to conſi- 
der dur Religion under both its Aſpects 5 
to view it as conſulting the great poor ö 
of moral Righteouſneſs, 55 the Means 
and Methods propounded to us in the 
Goſpel Scheme of Holineſs; and there- 
fore to glorify” God in our Bodies 
and Spirits both ; to believe thar what 
all Religions have found neceſſary for 
rheir Security and Preſervation, may 
have its Uſe in ours; that a regulat 
Prieſthood, and an orderly Celebration 
of our Sacraments may be of as much 
Importance to ws, as they ſeverally were 
under the Legal and Patriarchal whim 
2 to the trek vely con- 


nelly 5 8 Enelofure ARS the Reaſon 

of Things, Where Revelation! is not inſiſt. 
ed on, Will have, hope, its Weight and 
Influence. Now What, 1 beſeech you, 
muſt any Man think Would be the Conſt· 
\ orga vr the Boot 0 


; "Reaſon, 5 if the 
Privi- 


2 a kb ny Man ＋ 15 
urs to een without 


mold Sontuſſon in al gaered 0 ? 
What; but a * Ignorance in che 
Doftrines of our holy Re- 


ft 4 
ligion, if none were ſet apart to a more 
CHI Care of them; 5 Mews) a ws 3410 ul . 


I mention not here the Reſpect for 
Ordhastes; 35 which muſt nk in Courſ > 
When the Celebration of them is a mere 
Random- Performance, which any Man 
may undertake, or omit * at Pfeaſure. 
T ue - would be reckoned a. 
ral Religion But ce1 r the Rea- 
ſons given, — prove fol 8 [Cor 
tainly therefore the Preſervation of Rule 
and Order in theſe Matters, and tlie 
keeping cloſe within the Encloſures +l 
which Chriſt the Founder of his Church : 
hath preſcribed for her, would be moſt 
ſubſervient to the Uſe of edifying. An 
let thoſe look to it, Who 
break in upon them. He gave ſome AH. Eph. iv. | 
foſtles, und ſome 'Prophete, and fame E 
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| his Law. But as Holineſt- implies no. 

more N than a Separation of 
any Thing or Perſon, from profane and 
common, to ſaered Uſes and Employ» 
ments; there ariſes hence a Notion of 
Holineſs, different from that which 1 
have called inherent, For in this Senſe 
any Thing which ſtands related to tha 
Service of God, more than other Things 


of the ſame Kind and Nature do; what. 5 


ſoever is ſeparated from its ordinary 
Uſe, and appropriated to the more im- 
mediate Service of God, be it the Time, 
the Place, the Thing, or Perſon, more 
immediately employed in his Worſhip, 
contracts from this Employment, this 
Dedication, this Sanct ifitation (as the 
old Law would have called it) an Holi- 
neſs which would not | atherwiſe have 
belong'd to it, and is entituled to a 
Reſpect which- it could not. otherwiſe 
have claimed. | 
_ I never. yet have beard r 
ven, Why * Times of Worſhip ſhould 
be eſteemed * * eapahle of this rela- 
nue Halingſi, than Places, Things or 
TIONS . «goed. on 2 2 : 
: « DD. | Wien 


3 a | 8” 
* * 4 
mn FT 8 * 7 
. ; 


at; | W orſhip, that! We cannot decenriynt e 
Þ have in them, without diſtinguiſhing 
= them from the common Seaſons of Life 4 
4 by ſome femarkable Tokens of a: religi- 
ous Diſpoſition. In: alf *the various 
Faces and Forms of Worſhip which 
have yet appeared, the Places 4 appro- 
priate to it, have had their Share of 
Reverence. ” And as to Things; the 
Ark, with the unfertunate Caſe of 
2 profaning it, isa flagrant Inſtance, 
that there is a Senſe wherein they may 
be accounted hoh. J ebuld ſay as much 
for 89 if it were not too invidi- 
1 Ferſonal "Merits ate here, I know, 
potions and 1 hope, are uſually ready 
to anſwer the Claim which is made up⸗ 
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on them. But I beſeech you ſuffer n 
for once to propound a. Caſe to you. 
not altogether: foreign from dur preſent 
Purpoſe. Suppoſe that perſonal erit 
were always to be infiftet"0n , before 
the Civil Magiſtrate eld have the apr F 
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Merit would-nſually-appear-whei calbd 


for, Vet put the Caſe it ſliouldk not; 


ſball the Enſigns of Office go ſor nothing: 

till the People have ſcanned the Life and 
Condud᷑ of their Magiſtrate, have ſate up- 
ie Actions; and given ima favourable 
fo The Oeconomy of the World 
would | why trees conſulted by fuch 
l- contrived d Menſutes ol Government 


fon — the Offices of Relighs 
on, ſhould\any-where meet with the R- 
verence due te them, if the: 7; 
relatiue Holineſs-be-no! alone every ” 
Thing bearing ſacred Impreſſione 
Theſe Tbings I have: thought it fi 
to lay before: on, becauſe my g8ubject 
naturally leads ta chem: I bave choſen 
the Subject; bœeauſe the. . — 
tude of dene „ 
Indifference to Goſpel-In . 0 | 
upon as te remind you that weare not 
in a mete State of Nature thatwe have 
a; revealed Religion; gan autharixed 
Scheme. of Yorſhip, and a ſettled Ceres 
Moniale of di ivige Ordinar es, ton fix the 
Ramble of our Imaginations, to pre- 
ſeribs 
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haturally from the nen of Cafe 

2 us, vis. £57 l FIT: LL = TO EATS 
I. The Importance of ritual and 99: : 
fitive Inſtitutions, 
Obſervaticewhich 


bt Pricfily — Mente the Danger 
of invading, or v * 
III. T be Rel wich 
relative Holineſs. Vik. 3 LF, FR hes fy 
The Diſeuſſion of theſe three Parti- 
cular too ug che Time allotted to my 
firſt Diſcourſe upon this Subject For 
. The ence of Uzza was mani; 
the Tranſpreſfion of a mere pbſis 
tive Law. Since, if God had not ap- 
pointed the Perſons who were to mak 
the neareſt Approaches to tlie Ark, and 
forbidden alt others to beat or touch ir 
Uzzs had been innocent. Again 
Vol. II. „„ - mr 


- ; 
3 - 
ii 2 N 


w das ſet apar 


emplary Vengeance purſuing” his Pri 


x. If Gaza had a ber on of the Sons . 


niſter before the 7. ende of F 77 5 4 Ir 


to appoint the moſt holy Things ; "he bad 
not ſtood here upon Record for the. ex- 


ſumption. But thus it ſeemed good. to 


* Diſtinction be 
herent Holineſs, I mean between the Ho- 


the Wiſdom of God, to fence in the 
Honours and Privileges ny his Prieſt- : 
hood. Farthef yet, and 

3. If there had been no aſt Ground 
ween relative and in- 


lineſs of rational Beings, 


their Powers to the 72 of God; 


and that outuuard Holineſs which attends 


the Separation of any Thing or Perſon, 


from common to ſacred Uſes; if there 


had not, Iſay, been a Reverence due to 


the Thiag thus ſeparated, merely for 
the Sake of ſuch its Separation, and ut- 


terly independent on any inherent Worth 


in it; the Touch of the Art had not 
been cenſured, nor puniſh'd, as a Profa- 


nation of it. For in other Reſpects it 


was but a common Cheſt 


1 Box; 5 if 1 it 
Ken not * 8 — to hold « the Bog | 


0 Mamiahy nd Aaron's Nad, together 
with the Tables of the Covenant: But 
theſe holy Uſes imprinted, it ſeems, a 
Character upon it, the Violation of 
which was fatal to the Man, who, even 
without any ill Intention, „ 'raſhly mo 
ſumed to break in upon it. 
All this, I am aware, ol eaſi ly be 
allowed, with regard to the 7euiſh Diſ- 
; nenfation; ; which held its Followers in 
ſtri& Subje&ion, and in a State of Bon- 
_ dage; but then the Goſpel, it will be 
ſa id, hath reſcued us from theſe Badges 
of Slavery, and aſſerted to us the glori- 
ous Liberty of the Children of God. 
No it can be no doubt to thoſe who 
conſider the true Genius of the Goſpel, 
but that it is of the two the more gene- 
rous Inſtitution; that it was intended to 
revive in us the Image of God, to make 
us holy here in all Manner of Converſa- 
tion, and happy hereafter in all Manner of 
_ reaſonable and wiſe Enjoyments. . n 
But yet the known Byaſs of e | 
N ature is not forgotten, nor neglected, 
even in n the nen 125 2 pea ag Ro r 
neſs. rr 
therT ", £4 . I 
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If we look back upon any Period of 
Religions be it when Mankind was ſunk 
into the groſſeſt Ignorance, or entighb- 
ned with the higheſt Degrees of Knows - 
ledge; be it when the moſt favoured of 
them walked and converſed with God, 
or when Length of Time endanger'd an 
utter Oblivion of thoſe great Tranſacti- 
ons, and ſo recommended the Account of 
them to be fixed upon ſome laſting Mo. 
nument; be it when a ſtanding Revela- 
tion was committed to a choſen People, 
or when the Worſhip: of God was. left 
to the Reaſon, the Memory, or the In- 
vention of its reſpective Votaries; we 
ſhall find them al concurring in theſe 
general Points, that their Service ſhould 
have its Rituals; that Sacrifices, and a 
Prieſthood to offer them duly and regu- 
larly, were every where conſiderꝭd as of 
high Importance towards the Succeſs 
and Efficacy of their religious Perfor- 
mances. Now what, Twould aſk, could 
be the Foundation of this univerſal A- 
greement in Things and Circumſtances, 
which had no uniform Reaſon to direct 
or to * them, , "” ſome general 

Tradi- 
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ion "fre er b. common Nn 
he Go el, tis moſt manifeſt, hath.i its 
Ordinances and Inſtirutions, to à good 
Degree reſembling theſe Things and Cir- 
cumſtances, hic "have 5ſt | been men- 
tion'd; hath by no no Means excluded Ri- 
tuals from Its Worlkip, but rather re- 
commended, encouraged, and directly 
enjoined a ſober Uſe of them. And ad 
who beſt knew the Apoſtles Meaning; 
who received the Depoſitum of the Go: 
ſpel from them, and were as much con- 
cern d for its true Intereſts as any mo- 
dern Refiners; have with great Earneſt · 


5 


neſs contended. for the Security, of I its 


Fences, and for the Sanctity of its vene - 


rable Encloſures: So that we ſhould ra- 
ther, I told you, conſider the Goſpel as 
a Revival of the Patriarchal Scheme, 


than as a mere Rehearſal of the paty- 


ral Law. For the natural Law did 
never yet ſubfilt i in Practice, Without 


ſomewhat of Ceremony and Inftirution 
added to ft. And tho? the Patriarchal 
Religion is but little known to us; yet 
Ve are fure it had its Formularies and 
politive Obſervarices. 
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| Nt ow if theſe were expel 
ceſſary to Perſons in ſuch high ied 
with Heaven, between -whom and the 
Angel of God's Preſence there was ſuch 
an immediate and familiar Intercourſe; 
certainly it becomes the Followers of 
the Goſpel, whoſe Faith admits the 
not yet within the Veil, to be content 
on this Side of it, with the Help of Or- 
dinances which may aſſiſt them in their 
delign'd Advances, and lead them on to 
Glory, 95 thro? the ſettled 5 80 
of Grace. 26.4 

Where theſe Appointments are moſt 
underval ued, we cannot find, that the 
natural Law hath any diſtinguiſh'd Mea. 
ſure of Reyerence, or Obſervance paid. 
to it, except in Words. We agree, how- 
ever, that this is the higheſt View: of 
the Goſpel, the great End of all Religi- 
on, and that no PunRualiies will avail 
us, where this is neglected. But then 
the Means are entituled to a Share of 
Reſpect from us; and what God hath 
thought fit for us, What all Experience 
hath proved a neceſſary Indulgence and 
Albſtance to Creatures ſo frail a5; W 
and 
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and encompaſſed with ſuch manifold In · 
firmities, we cannot with Modeſty nor 
Safety, with Decency nor with Reaſon, 
preſume to ſet at nought; nor i is Reaſon 
ever guilty of a more egregious Blunder, 
than when it inſolently ſets up its own 
Invent Ons, aàgainſt the Authorit 4 of 

God's moſt holy Inſtitutions. Our Sa- 

viour's' Deciſion was, juſt and pertinent 

to our Purpoſe, tho' the Sentence giyen 
by him, was upon the oppoſite 


to what we are now conſidering — theſe ma will. 


ought he to have done; meaning the 
weightier Matters of the natural Law; 3 
but yet ſo, as not to leave the other undane. 
And here T ſhall diſmiſs the firſt: Ser 
of Obſervations, which aroſe, I thought, 
fairly without Force or Squeezing, 
from the Example in my Text, and 
from the whole * to ian 5 : 
jos related ??: voi pet Hs erty” 
I now return with the firſt Opportus 5 
ty to the Diſcuſſion of three other 
Particulars, which I had only Time to 
name to you i in my former Diſcourſe, as 
founded in e e e 
| ment. SONY) 1191, 722 11 
on ws 4 1 Theſe : 
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"Theſe were BY Yi balibqtionct: | bite 
Tot SY ee MP NN Joan dy ciao rmnaelt 
wh 1. The Tnſofficiency- of a god 2 
nocent Intention, to Warrant an ĩ rregus 
lar or forbidden Aion:. 
H. The Reverence and Preparation 
* Hea rt, vherewitli we ſnould approach 
the ſolemn: Offices 'of divine In 
III. The Danger = an bie 
officipus Tek 217 e eee io of 
If Of cheſe in rheir q der; ;andrhercfre, 
e ibn Won Ts SW Thilo, 
1 The inſufßeieney of a good or in- 
nocerir Intention to orcs „ 
pear, nor is Pane ary Reaſan dard to 
ſuſpect, that VA had at Heart any 
naughty Purpoſe; the Nature of the 
Fact ſpoke rather the Honeſty and In- 
nocence wWherewith he pere d nd 


than any Obliquity of Deſign and 


ing. But yet this (we find) proved no 
Excuſe to him. Nor wbuld the Ap 
pointments af God, in Rituals or in Mo. 
Elly; have any: Security, if the Plea of 
od Meaning were allowed to paſs, eir 
ther in Bar of their Obſervance, or in 


ee 0 Apology 


Parents Br AV 1 
have Knowm che Peace of Communities 
fubverted,; the ſocjal' Virtues; ſet all, at 25 
the Laxs of Juſtice and Charh 

ty neglectad, perverted, MORT, "VI9e 

ad, and even the Duties of priyate 

loſt and ſank, with 4 View | 
| reater Glory, cxaftily,by ſome 
— enlyi)bur really and innocently 
meaut by others: Non will i — A 
and moſt pernicious Widkodnek, mien 
pres 4: foe: 1 its Deformity, 

not only fromthe Eye of an unconcerned 
3peRtator, but even of che well meaning, 
tho? undiſcęrning Actor. Now if Laws | 
were thus ſoſt tary flexible, and ſhould 
bend to the Ignorances and Frejudices gf 
he Perſons whoſe/ Duty it is — — 

111 to  obſerys. thew 3 ben Would | 


the very. End of enaQting: them would 
hereby be fruſtrat d. For the Bad of 
enacting them being the Regularity of 
ne ife, and the Peace and v _ 
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whereupon we engag 


n. But now ene 
very W of Sins, — poſſibly 
be ſuch Appearances of a good Inten- 
tion, as ſhall deceive the Heùrt of the 
Man who commits them: Hiſtory al 
bounds with ſuch Examples $5 and our 
ountre. hath * —— 


we ey? Is no Allowance ; 
tegtiry of our Purpoſes, nor to — Ho- 


neſty of thoſe e or and Motives, 


e in Action? Cer⸗ 
tainly there is, tho? the Meaſure of it 
can be aſcertained: by him alone, Who 
ſearcheth out and 4 — us; and Who 
diſcerns the remoteſt Principles and 
Springs of Action, long before they 45,98 
pear- either to aur lets f is, 
Mean While his Will and his Lax 5 15 
how ſoever knowable, whether Reaſon 
or Seripture hath declared it, is our Rule 


to proceed by : This We muſt labour to 


find out with all our Diligence. And 
ve muſt not ſuffer. the Courſe of our 

n. s after it, to be darkened or ob- 
| ſtructed, 


Fn any 
ſter — "Theſe: at ul rug 
we; muſt be ſure to weed out of our 
: Minds, or they ſoon will over. run u 

with their fatal Growth there. A Mir 
take which ſhall be found owing to any 
of theſe faulty Cauſes, will be far 
excuſing the 1 Effect, een it | 
ſhall ſhew itſelf in Practice. In ſhort, a 
Miſtake which it was in our Power to 
have prevented, will be juſtly charged 
upon us with s en Tü df Con- 
ec ecken 209 Elin 
Now in the l Durles of the 30ſpel, 
there. is ſeldom any Room for a practi- 
cal Error, but that any By-ſtander may 
point out the faulty Cauſe of it; ſome 
obſtinate Prejudice, or headſtror 8 'Paſ- 
ſion is. eaſily diſcerned to have been at 
the Bottom, and to have given Life 
and Birth to it. This the Care and Bi- 
ligence; the Fear and Trembling where- 
with the Apoſtle exhorts us to work ou 

our Salvation, might have nipt in its 
ee Bud, and and ſo mige have W 
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{ C hief from it. I Pas- 
Bon would ſuffer us to prbceed delibe- 
rarely, and ſodarely; if it did not hold 
gur Thoughts intent upon the ſingle 
View of. accompliſhing Our Purpoſe, | 
MPS: allowing us to debate the Fit - 
neſs of the Meats, we uſe for it; if at 
would permit us to compabe our Con 


duct wich che Rule of it, to bring ĩt 
to its proper Touchſtone, to adjuſt! it by 
the undiſguiſed Reaſon of Things, and 
the plain Word of God; there would 
be no great Difficulty in fixing the 
Meaſures of our Duty, nor in deter- 
mining our Practice upon any Caſe be 
fore us: We are told expreſly, that we 
ought. not to do vil that Good' may come 
of it; and the Reaſon of Things moſt 
audibly-ſpeaks the very ſame Language; 
the Amount of which is, that the Means 
muſt be regular, as well as the Eud com 
mendable: But the Meons which tranſ. 
greſs any Law of God, are manifeſtly 
egular, and cannot therefore be war- 

rantel by a leſs Authority, how impor- 
tunately ſoever claiming our Regards 
ta abs: In the Caſs ofinterſering 8 
ö e 


feſſed, mult have it before the poſitive. 
9 The Will of God extends indeed its 
Obligations to the original Fountains of 
Practice, reaches our very Thoughts 
and Hearts; and makes a good Intention 
ary to the Acceptance of our beſt 
Performances; and yet will not accept 
chat Intention ſingly, where it is not 
accompanied with other requiſite and 
becoming Circumſtances A Man who 
means #1, can never, it's true, do well, 
whilſt the Purpoſe of his Heart is cor» 
rupt and faulty. Tho Oftentation, or 
any other View ſhould induce him to 
give away even all his Goods, Hou 
a real Benevolence to Mankind, ir would 


ne*er'a whit avail him, it wouldCprofit + Car a, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks' upon?” 


him nothing, 
the Caſe of ſuch a Giver. But yet if 
with a real Benevolence to one Neigh- 
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Preferetice? and the natural Law, tis cons 


bour in Want, he ſhould rob another, 


to ſupp 


would here be criminal in the Meant, 


as we before 8 the End of 


virtue 


y-the Former's Neceſſities; he 
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Virtue upon the whole is a . 
and — — Principle; all ; its Parts | 
muſt: be uniform, and all its Ingredi- 
ents ſimilar and well. proportion d. Our 
Obedience muſt be like it in every In- 
ſtance. Nor will any Part of i it endure 


a Blemiſh, without ſpreading its Con- 


tagion thro? the whole Example. 
Man whoſe Love of God ſhall 8 


an Effect ſo prepoſterous as the Hatred 


of his Neighbour, may plead, if he will, 
good Meaning, and may flatter himſelf 


in his own Sight; tho? he will deceive 
none but himſelf with ſo groſs an Im- 


poſition; ſince by God * by the 
World, his abominable Sin will certainly 
be found out. Tis good, tis neceſſary 
for him to have ſound Principles; but 
tis no: leſs good, no leſs neceſſary for 


him to be careful, that his Practices like- 
wiſe be juſt and regular. There is a 


Meaſure in Action, which diſtinguiſhes: 
Vice from Virtue, and yet is not ſo pre- 
ciſely marked out, but that it will re- 
quire ſome Care to diſcern the exact 


Boundaries between them. Thus the 


"__ higheſt Degree of Liberality borders 
upon 
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upon the Frontier of Prafuſeneſt; 28 the 
very bigbeſt Pitch of Frugality, touches 
upon the neareſt Quarters of Avarice. 
Good Meaning alone will not here ſe- 
eure a Man from falling into one Ex- 
treme or the other, without a good Mea- 
ſure of Watchfulneſs upon the Motions 
of his own Heart, and. upon his At- 
tachment to the Sim which moſt eaſily beſt eſtts 
him. Thus again an Hatred of one 
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* % 2 

* Wo t 4 


Fault often leads a Man into another. 


Now the Motiue in this Caſe is right and 
juſt; but the Conſequence, for want of 
Care, proves unhappy to him; and ſo 
perbaps his Abhorrence of [dolatry, 


which is very commendable in the Pur- 


poſe, draws him into Sacrrilege, which i Is 
very criminal in the Practice. 


But I muſt remember, that 1 have 


two farther Obſervations yet remaining 
to be ſpoken 1 to, before I Milly To the 


II. Second. of which 1 now. 'therefoin 
proceed, vis. 
We Reverence 7 ea of 
Heart, wherewith we ſhould approach 
* ſolemn Offices of Dori Worſhip. 


T he 


ke ruſhed a 
Office, and paid ehe Per 
The very Rah redet ty e 18 
f ſecuring i” promoting a Senſe of our Be- : 
pendence on the God who made us; and 
all the Recognitions) we make of kits infi- 
nite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power, are 
intended t to create. in us thoſe reveren- 
tial and awful Sentiments which may 
with moſt Likelihood, prove Induce- 
ments to our Obedience. A Worſhip, 
5 therefore, unattended with theſe Senti- 
ments, is a Worſhip defeated of its main 
Deſign, ſerving. no Purpoſe, and of 
Which it is indeed too little to fay, 
that it is good for nothing, ſince in 
Reality ſuch a Worſhip muſt thwart 
the Puipoſes it was chiely deſigned to 
| ſerve. For he who can approach the 
Majeſty of Heaven in the ſplemn Inter- 
courſes of Prayer and Thankſgiving, 
. without a ſerious Ply of Soul, and ſuit. 
able Impreſſions concerning the Object 
of his Worſbip, will ſoon be too fami- 
lar with him, to retain any real Re- 
hs Tru 
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| ſpa@ for him; and ſo lnſtead notes 
honing: will an ed et him. The 
entiments therefore, which were here 
by deſigned ta he cultivated. and pro- 
mored,. will be raſedd out of his Mind, 
and: gradually wear off from it, when 


more immadiate Prefence: of Majeſty; 
withont any Sentiments of Reſpect, any 
Guard upon bs Conduct, ar avy Ta- 
kens Of Ræwerence throughout his whole 
aviour.: Here therefore, tho? the 
Worſhip ef ſo pure a. Spirit ſhould: be 
chiefly, ſpiritual, and, ij it were intonded 
far: his Sake more than for our Own, 
ſhould:be aur ſa; yer conſidering. 
ou Worſhip can no Way affact him, 
can neither inorm him of aur Wants, 
nor of his own P 3 conſidering 
that the Daſign of: it is to) produce in 
us revetential Apprehenſians of his au- 
fl Majefty,. and of our .,] n Depen- 
dene un him; eanſidering themanifuld 
Inst of Fleſh and Blood, and 
our. Aptneß to be affected with ſenſi- 
ble e e — that a re- 
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is apt to'cheriſhiand promote't eothet;: 
that ' outward. Geftures are uſually Fights | 
ficant of mward' Sentiments, aaf that 


Humility of a Sang Supplicabez : 


there is a Poſture ore 


all this, I ſay, conſidered, even the e- 
ternal Part of our Worſhip: becomes 
hence intituled to ſuch a Meaſure of 
our Reſpect and Obſervance, that none 
may think us rude or careleſs in ſo ſa- 
cred an Employment; but that the 


Compoſure of our Looks, the Hum. 


lity of our Geſtures, the Attention of 
our Hearts, and the Art, of our 
whole Behaviour, may proclaim us en- 
gaged in a religious Action, and that 
we are ſerving our God with 'Reve- 
rence anda. godly Fear: 
They who tell ius, that 76d looketh" at 
= Heart, ſhould be reminded, that Man, 
however, can go no farther than the 
Coumtenance: That Example hath its 
Weight and Influence in Actions of a 
viſible and public Nature; that a Light 
- #whuch; ſbines before Men, directs and ex- 
ites others 2 lollom it, and to 1 
„ eir 
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hindſelf; his Geſtufes are not only ſigni- 
ficant of his Dipo/itions ; but la ve a far- 
Fendency to cheriſi and promote 
them! The Body here will carry the 
Mind. along with it; as the Mind will 
have in its Turn an Influence upon the 


Body. A ludicrous Geſture not only 
pas a ludibrous Diſpoſition, but will 


cauſei it too. And ſolemm Poſturis: have a 
natural Tendency to create: in us folemm 
-Thonghts. : Such is the ko- Sym- 
path between Soul and Body, that 


_ -they will affect each other mutually: 


And ithe one cannot be ſerious or com- 
-pos'd; When the other is employd in ri- 
diculdus Motions;or unſeemly Geſtures: 
80 that this is a Matter not ſo indliffe- 
rentias: ſome would repreſent it. But 
the: more there is of outward, 40; much 
"the: more there will iprobabtyibeiofa- 
ward" Reverenice. |! Hyportiſyy ihdesd, 

8 way pur on the ane without mean- 
: 10g the:other;; and ſo it may idocby che 
arances s of all Ape lr et 
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contends for the natural Low. exclufrve 


M fure of real Vine where 4 
ances are wholly n | 


Helpiſes che Ae H Aden cull 


of all irs inſtitntel Forms and Fences. 
The kndwn Bents of Mankind are not 


c nough conſicer'dd in either Caſe; nor is 
chere a ſufficient A INC 


HLowan made tothe 
1 ions of Fleſh and Blood. For 
after all, Reaſon and Argument will ne- 
ver work ſo well, as in a ſenſitive Com 
Where the Affnctions may take 
hold of it, andl draw in the whole Man 
to the Interefts of the Thing propounid- 
ed to him. They view the 5 
on one Side only, uche talk of what a 
_ wilhng Spirit alone might do, hen et 
tis ſo welldnown, eule ur- e 1 
- els of Fleſh to clog and to vet 
— — 
3 01 f wpardtion in Heart, of N 
u, 


in Thouy of Humiliey 
ich in _ of Seriouſnek, 


good Lord pardon every one who þ 
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anfwered; that the Senſe” of our De- 
pe - 


ence ſhould be wrought up in our 
Minds to its higheſt Pitch of Influence 
upon our Practice; that God ſhould ha- 
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bitually be conſidered as our Creator 


and Redeemer, our Sovereign and our 
Judge; that the Perſuaſion of his omni- 
preſent Majeſty, which filleth all Things, 


ſhould link deep into our Souls, and 


ſptead a general Tincture thro? all their 
Powers; on the other Hand, that all the 
Miſchief of Careleſneſs and Irreverence, 
all ſaucy Familiarities, all undigeſted BE 


fuſions, all nauſeous Repetitions, all im- 


pertinent and fulſome Applications, 


ſhould be henet precluded and prevent» 
_ ed: And yet after our beſt Endeavours 
in this Way, ſuch is the Majeſty 


of the 


great Being whom we worſhip, fo highly 


exalted far above all Bleſſing and Praiſe, 


which can proceed from the Lips of 


polluted and ſinſul Creatures, that the 
humble Strain of good Hezrkab will bo- 
come evEn our pureſt and mòſt perfeft 


Addteſtes to the Thrane of Grace: The ch, 


his Heart to * God, the Lord God of 
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xxx. 18, 19. 
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Puri any th the e Sanctuary 27 YZ 
5 Way is no- n to che Bi 
Fier bo T9018 
"JL. Loſt Obſervation propounded, ups 
on the Text which is the 1 of an 
unauthorized officious Zeall. 
A goqd deal of What mi ght 129 
be offer deupon this Topic, 1 already 
heen anticipated under the Article of A 
mw or innocent Intention 
The Security of the Ark was theT hing 
intended by Lea, and his Concern for 
its Safety kde hi ſtep out of Courſe, 
i" and enter upon a Province! which did 
| 4 not belong to him. Whereas he ſhould. 
I rather Have trufted-the Event with Pro- 
vidence;ithan' have ruſhed, Iu. 
authorized and forbidden Aktion 
Zeali doubtleſs nieans Well, 4 and the 
Heart K rightly diſpoſed:and affected by 
it; only its extreme Solicſtude for the 
Caſe depending. doth "often: diſcancert 
the Meaſures of Practice, and. precipi- 
ee _ tate an: wüten ene dus Obb. 
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thing; or 2 hal AP 1 
3 As „Effects and Tendencies. In 
both Caſes there: will be an Aptneſs to. 
neglect the Decencies qf Conduct, and | 
to out- run the Reaſon Ind Mfſerir e 
men Argume 
flow and phlegmatic for Zeal; or 
Zeal is too nimble and haſty for Argu- 
ment; and either Way the Conſequence 
is, that they ſeldom long keep Compa- 
ny; but the one Tr behind; whilſt the 
other poſts: away before it. Among — | 
Perſuaſions of Meng's there will be left, 
fear, ſome Room for Complaints 'of 
this Nature; that there ĩs not that Squad 
Poize, nor chat exact Balance between 
Head and Heart, which alone can ten- 
der Action uniform or comely; that ; 
Zeal i 15 Very where too apt to ſtep ou 5 
of Courſe, and to take 4 Matter into its 
Hand, which: belongs: nt! b to it; en 
it_inclint evermore to be que ru 
and feſtive, to retake 'Suſpici 
Surmiſts, to take the Trach' of t 
for granted; and to act thereupon as if 
Jealouſy. were Demonſtration... Theſerare 
dan native Tendencies of the Paſſion, 
T7 4 which 
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leſs: are which call "for and commenal 
it, When it moves n 1 un- 
daries. For Example, If out t Ark — 4 
falling, no Prayers, nor Tears, nor En- 
deavours within our Sphere and Sta- 
Vet Rill x we. ſhould. remember that Zeal 
i apt to be ſuſpitious nu to abound 
in Cares and Fears, not always ne- 
ceſſary. But even Demon tration R- 


the Duties of our © proper Calling, nor 
be ſuffer'd to engage us in unauthorized 
Undertakings for the Safety even of our 
moſt valuable Poſſeſſions. To ds Evid 
that Good may come of it, is 2 Reproach 
which we ſhould always anſwer with 
a God forbid ] There is plainly no Truſt 
in Providence, when we will force our 
own Way thre? the Danger which we 
apprehend to threaten us, at the Ex- 
pence of our Duty, or with the Viola- 
tion of God's auen ene Any 

W 29 1 a Et 


Scene, — ws Tuck * 


bear being call'd upon r he! wee | 
af their: proper Virtees: If they {li | 


be as aug . . 
: the maſt 2 


" Mould ſep 
out of Courſe, 0 who. ax Matter iw- 

to their Hands which does not 
te them; if he en enter upon un 
wtharized.- Undertakingt for the Ad. 
vancement of any e Service; if 
they ſhould diſturb the Peace of Com. 
muiities by any unwarramable oficious 
Enterprizes; if they ſhould invade the 
Province of ſtarching Mens Hearts, or 
of ſpelling out their Deſigus in rheir 
Locks and Countenances; this, in eve 
ry Part of it, would be quite out of 
the Character, which they ſem moſt 
fond os e nor would 8 
. ca 


they wil "Mane 160 
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e of Aab een who! onde 
Men: with: Burdens: grie vous ta — 
hen \they: NO * Won, * not 1 touch. 
them with one iof their Hager ib A 2c 
% What . remains, but that we 
be all perſuaded 'to ſet a Watch upon 
Motions: of this reſtleſs Paſſion; 
dommendable; as other Paſſions are, en 
moving Within its appointed Bounda- 
ries; but apt, like the reſt, to exceed in 
1 Meaſures, and to tranſport us be- 
yond the Rules of Reaſon and Medi- 
_ ocrity?- I have given you ſomè Hints, 
enough, if you are willing to improve 
them; and without ſuch a Will, na 
ander Enlargements will. be füße 
or ſignificant; Einally therefore, let us 
reſort to God; and beſeech him, who 
hath taught us that all. oun Doings with. 
au Charity are not ung: orth, 10 _ 
. 12 Gooſe, ans. pomr: into our E dear ts; 
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But in Fs, fourth Gentration, they 
hall tome Huber g ; for the 


Iniquity of the / yorites is not yer 
5 6 ull. ed 


27 3 
* 


— HE Context hath g given us 
| a Relation of God's Deal- 
ings with Abraham, and 
of the favourable Inter- 
courſe vouchſafed to him 


[1 


Promiſe 


ven. Here he had a general 


1 


— — ntl — Its The — 
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ty, 
. SE with" ef 
y whom this 
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gin: Dunger: af hoviop Ragga ken 
6 for. thei lacs eerie Attempt | 


zintotheHands ik of theſe Princes, 
and ves their Priſo net., Wherefore as 
. @ farther Support t him in the Midſt 
| of this great; Diffigulty, che Inheritance 
of the Land in WRieh he then ſojourned 
ke a Stranger andi Pilgrim, Was upon 
-Qccaſion' aſſured to him. And upon 
this. demanding à Sign; a Sign was given 
im r his father datis faction But 
geſpondeney in this ſecond Inſtanee 
ſeems: c have been a little correQed, 
and the Importance of the promiſed 
4 ſome what abated i to him; 
Horror of great Darkneſs is aui 
40 have fallen upon bim; and it was withal 
revealec to. him, that his Seed ſbould be 
Stranger in a Land not their oum, and 
Thould rde the People, of it, and ſhould 
be afflitted by them four hundred Tears; 
here the round Number alone is men- 
tioned, tho it Was in Strictneſs four 
hun red and thit ty.Years,) But not to 
leave him in a State of utter Deſtitution, 
it Was farther added, that the ; Nation 
3 1 vhich 
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. and that 3 — na ſhould? 


i —— inches burt: 


Nut ne th — — 5 


domivr. hl Wot Ye i 5 — 


-okoning agreesbiy ti che 
ryan je wa eh Pt a | 


falls För — gia ton. 

ber, then inhabited a Part of the promi. 
ſed Land; and they macteè ſd conſidera- 
ble a Figure in . that the acher Nati 


in their — ne. 
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From the Words thus opened: 14 


connected with the preceding Hiſtory, 
we may fairly Besten the following Ob- 
| ſervations:, 2910977 T Wa Rue 0 

2371] Fo fa: 1% 03.1 V 33 29867 FF 511 
-i The Subſerviench of God's provi- 5 
dential — with the mutual AR 
han ſiſſtance 


8 ; providential Purpo 
Aſſiſtance they lend to each other. 
s was the Frial of one * in 
of: Patience and: 
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: EX reifing their Lenity, or of 
2 — favage Tyranny to a great 
—— Perſons Areſted and at their 
Theſe ſeveral Views were all 
— 5 and werg-ath carried on to> 
= — and n Diſpenſati- 
on: For at roared _ Tp \ 
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'E eration; Was NF 


upon expiring. g.. 


Profane and nd Hiſtory: ddl in 


| furniſhing many like Examples; where 


the Puniſhment of one Man's or one 
People's Sins, is the Recompence of an. 


other's Virtues; here God, the Diſpo-— 


ſer of all Events, brings on a Coinci- 
denee of Effects and Cauſes, whoſe Re- 
fult ſhall beſt anſwer his all-wiſe Pur- 
poſes; when the Agents and Inſtru 


concerned in them, has quite c other 


Views and Motives and Meanings, at 
their Entrance upon Action, and through- 


out the whole Courſe of it. But as the 
ſacred Hiſtory alone refers all theſe E- 


vents to a peculiar Providence, I ſhall 


look no farther for Inſtances of this Na- 
ture; but ſhall content my ſelf with 
touching upon a few of theſe. - For Ex- 
ample; Thus the Ill-will of Foſeph's Bre- 
thren to him, opened the Way to his 
own Advancement in Pharaobs Court, 
to the Settlement of his Family in the 
Land-of Goſhen, and to all the Wonders 
which in Proceſs. of Time ſpread ſuch 
ron. 8 from that ſingle 


Root. 
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ana Pla — hers not + Joſeph, 
againſt all the Male-Children of the I. c 
raelites,, proved the Occaſion of introdu- 
cing Moſes to a courtly Education, and 
to all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians ; and 

_ therewith of fitting him for the noble 
Part he aſterwards bore in the Deliver- 
ance of his Countreymen from Slavery 

and Bondage. Thus likewiſe the De- 
ſign which Haman had formed for the 
Ruin of Mordeca, and of all his People, 
concluded finally: i in a Reverſe of the 
projected Scheme, proved fatal to him ; 
who drew it, and ended in the Ad- 
vancement of thoſe very Perſons whoſe. 
Deſtruction was meant by it. 
Thus in the general, when e 
judgment or Merey was deſigned to 
God's People, the Seaſon choſen for diſs 
penſing the one or the other was uſually 
coincident with diverſe Circumſtances 
in their neighbour Nations, whoſe Am- 
bition was mortified by their Exaltation, 
or fed, it may be, upon their Ruins. 
Even thoſe wicked Hands which ſcized 
upon the Lord of Life, and put him to 
Q 2 e 


an ia ies 5 Death, had him ee, 


to them by the dererminate Council and fe. 
knowledge of God; the Juncture moſt fa- 
vourable to the Diffuſion of the Goſpel 
was that wherein the Roman Empire had 
eftabliſh'd an eaſy Correſpondence: be- 
tween” Countries very remote and dis 
ſtant from each other; the Blood of its 
Martyrs water d the Church; the Cruel- 
ty of its ſevereſt Perſecutors contributed 
to its preſent Increaſe, and hathfurniſtd 
us n a ſtanding Evidence in Favour 
of the Truth as # 5 int Jeſur. In all theſe 
Inſtances, and in many more, which 
might be brought to the ſame Purpoſe; 
we may obſerve. a Concurrence of Cir- 
cumſtances, fitted to bring on the provi- 
dential Iſfue Without any Deſign of the 
Agents, and oſten in direct Oppoſition 
to theit moſt earneſt Wiſhes. When they 
meant Evil, Good came out of it; the 
ſuperior D Direct ion tobk Place, whether 
A lirtle- Ends were accompliſh'd or 
difappointed; and whilſt tliey only loo d 
u donde n which lay next them, Con- 
cluſions followed moſt remote from their 


Ws 3 4 


_ paſs there is in its Deſigns and Pro- 
ſpects, and how much too weighty the 
Sceptre of its Kingdom is, for any thing 


mag ennie Divine * | 
hence we may obſerve what a Com- 


leſs than an omniſcient Spirit. A Mind, 
upon which the whole Scene of Events, 


preſent, aft, and future can be at once 
Aplay;d, which can range them all in 
their proper Order, obſerve them all 
without the leaſt n of Dizzineſs, 
Obſeurity, or Conſuſſon; which can fo 
connect them with each other, that 
the whole ſhall make a continued Chain, 
the | ſmalleſt. Liok whereof ſhall — 
ſome Relation yg On 
greateſt ; Which can trace the Conſe- 
quences of Things thro? the ſeveral 


Periods of Time to the remoteft Di- 


ſtance, and to the final Iſſue of them; 
Which can keep all at once in View 


the whole Compaſs of created Nature, 
wit every the miguteſt Incident of the 


Alliance to the 


natural and political, as well as of the 


tual and moral World; which can 


e the ads er of each I Effect 2 5 


on its proper Cauſe, from the very Be- 
ginning of Things to their ultimate 


5 
? 1 * 
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Concluſion; a Mind, I fay, which hath 
Room to hold i in it all the poſſible Ob- 


| jets of Knowledge, muſt be infinite, 
. omnipreſent, and muſt fill all Things, 


be eſteemed a Diminution of his Chas» 
Tater. A Province, which nothing. 
leſs than an all-comprehenſive Wiſdom 
18 capable of managing, is every Way 


Without a gr g of win 1 ”7 


them. 
Here thereſoro the ObjeQion'i is ; equal. 
ly impious and abſurd ; flies as much in 


the Face of Philoſophy, as it doth of 
Religion; which oppoſes the Notion af 


a particular Providence, as unbecoming 


the Majeſty of the ſupreme Being. For 


certainly that which proves and. cele- 
brates the Infinity of his Underſtanding, 
can never with Reaſon or good Senſe 


worthy of him, who is alone poſſeſſed 


of it. A Sceptre, which requires Al- 
mighty Power to wield it, can never 


diſparage the Hand' of Omnipotenee. 
Now this is moſt truly and properly 
the Cn before us. "He God were not 


infinite | 


J)) .occ.ccco. 


ae Ee ee oor Da Reg 


I 


inflates in te Extend u nd as BFC ä 
Knowledge; it were impoſſible that he 
ſhould govern the Worlds he harh crea- 
ted. But the Infinity of his Knowledge 
and the Omnipreſence of his Spirit, not 
only qualify him for nns this 
mighty Part with perfect Eaſe, but 
make it utterly impoſſible that any ching | 


ſhould eſcape his Notice; even as im- 


poſſible as it is, that a Man with his 


Eyes ſound and open ſhould not ſee the 
Light, when it ſhines in upon him 


with a meridian Splendor. The Rea- 
ſon why we do not actuall) know eve- 
ry Thing, which polſibiy we mig ht know, 


if we would attend to it, is the Narrow - 


neſs and Limitation of our intellectual. 
Powers; ſo that greater Matters leave 
in our Minds no Room for Iſs; and 


if we ſhould attend to the one we ſhould 


loſe Sight of the other: Wherefore 1 
der ſuch” an Incapacity for attending 
both of them, we do well and wiſely 
owing our Application upon 
Things of the greateſt Moment, which 
will unavoidably occaſion a N eglect of 
ſmaller Concernments. But then this 
b „ _w_ 


___ unayoidable,Neg/e##.isan Inſtance 
an Argument of our Imperfection; and 
if we could as eaſily apply our Thoughts 


FL 5 1 2 Fo 1 8 = — * ; = F 7 0 q 
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o every thing as we do to any thing, it 
ere ſpeak us endowed with much 
larger and more comprehenſive Powers 
of f, Underſtanding. Theſe, we; conceive, 
Are with God, in their higheſt, e 


| elevated Perfection. 97 1715 


| ſtance when "LU: get imper fett,; an 


5 be knoweth,; 0 
riſa ng 


as; neither is there 4 
Tong ue, hut 
That by him are our Actions ww 1 wo 


- Accordingly the Scriptures, have told : 
us, T That all his Works from the Beginning 


| of the World are known unto him; neither 
is there any Creature which is not manifeſt 


in his Sight 3. but all Things are naked 
and open unto the Eyes of him with whom 
we haue to do: That he ſaw our Sub- 
ud in his 
Book. are all on Members aunitten: That 
r down-/itting aud our up- 
under ſtanderh our Thoughts 
long before; That he. is about oun Pati 
and about our Bed; and ſpieth out all our 
Vord in oui 
he knoweth it altogether : 


* Faul hs e e man our heben 
i 4:67 (AT LBIC RS 2904 z 912 
7 OT 9. 5 Wr 


1 


JJ... TEN. ere ET IN 


ſer nn Our Thoughts, and Wor i 


the Scrutiny: of ſuch an awful 


Criminal's Head, is a Deg 
— ah which ſpeaks an unuſual Pro- 
greſs and Hardneſs in Guilt. Now 


8E RMO 
What A Guard and W 


ch ſhould be 


ns, which are to: paſs und 


xion which we c 
hah chis Argument 


the Preſence of Aa * like ourſelves, 


ompaſs'd with the ſame. Infirmities, 


| and who hath no Power to call us to 


Account for our Miſcarriages, would, 


however, deter or ſhame us from many 


and weaken the Influence 10 the ſtrong- 
eſt Temptation? To tranſgreſs under 
the very Eye of the Magiſtrate, when 
the Sword of Juſtice hangs over the 


every Offence againſt the Laws of God, 
i loaded with this terrible — 
tion. Yet, will not the Unwiſe among 


tbe People tale heed ; but go on to au 10 in 
their ſcornful e b ;; ner Lord 


by * * N IF 2 8 7 : 5 


Inſtances of Wickedneſs; how much 
more ſhould th 
God our Judge, make us tremble; at the 
Thought of his Power and Vengeance, 


ree of Pre- 


234 


flexion, becauſe it ariſech only from an 


— it. — al the « while that 
he who made the Eye muſt ſee; that hs f 
who formed the Ear muſt bear ; and that 
he who hath taught Man Knowledge, _ 
ertataly: puniſh their foul Abuſe of it. 

I go on here no further with this Re: 


incidental Appurtenance to our preſent 
OY 5 jour proceed our wy to _ 


. e Obſervation do open my 


1 ext, Viz. God's certain Fore-knowledgs 


- future Contingencies. Now, 


1. The Text moſt evidently implies 
ir, as do diverſe other "uy Ses in u 


Wit. 85 


. The World could not be govern'd 


: bo it; ſince the Counſels of Pro- 


vidence muſt be frequently plunged and 
diſconcerted, if the ſeveral Reſults 'of 
human Action were” *etorctand” un. 
known to it: And, e ROPE 

3. When from 8 Views Ws Ne | 


eefſ ity of the Thing is once eſtabliſhed; 


Diffcattiesin the Manner of it r ſhould 


not weaken our Aſſent to dE 0309} ot! 
Ups; - * I 


1. 1 an the Text Mn it © clearly, 
as Mt an Event depending upon 
the Exerciſe of human Liberty; that in 

the fourth Generation the Iniquity of the 
Amorites would be filled up: Nor is it 
credible from the Manner of this Predi- 
ion, that the Treatment the Iſraelites 
were to receive from their Egyptian Ma- 
| ters, was even then a Secret to the 
F ore- knowledge of God: And the Con- 
text moſt apparently aſſures us that it 
was not; ſince in the 13th and 14th 
Verſes of the Chapter, we have an Ac- 
count of what was afterwards to happen 
in Egypt, which looks more like an Hi. 
a of ſomewhat paſt than a Prophecy 
of any thing to come. Know (faith 5 
God to Abraham) of a Surety (where 
the Certainty of the Prediction deſerves 
your Notice) that thy Seed ſhall be a 
Stranger in a Land which is not theirs, 
and ſhall ſerve them, and they ſhall afflift 
them four hundred Tears: And alſo that 
Nation whom they ſhall ſerve will Tjudee ; 
and. afterwards they ſhall come out with 
great Subſtance: Where we have a plain 
and ſtrong Alluſion to the main Cir- | 
Te 8 $990 cumſtances = 


— 


IT” cumſtances which ſo long after attended 
the Deliverance of the  //raelites from 
their Houſe of Bondag e. In human Ac- 
count and — the Affliction of 
the Hraelites there was as mere a Con. 
tingency, depended as much upc 
free Choice of diverſe Princes ſ —— 
ly reigning in Egypt,” as any thing be · 
it Was, or could be. Yet this ap- 
pears to have been clearly and certainly 
fore-known by God. Whatever Pro- 


tides 


liver the Houſe of Jacob from their 


God by his Prophet Iſaiah) who/; ; 
1 en 5 . my Spier, n 
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phecies there are in the Old Teſtament, re- 


lating to Events Wherein the Exerciſe of 
human Liberty is concerned, are all of 


them Evidences in fayour of 1 this Aﬀer- 


tion. Theſe are many and various, and 


Wil eaſily occur to your Thoughts, as 
vou employ them upon the Argument. 


But there is one particularly which TI 
cannot but name to you; becauſe it is 
fo very explicit and expreſs, in the No- 
mination of the Perſon who was to de- 


Captivity, and to he the Reſtorer their 
\Paths-to dwell in. I am the Lord aith 


"ow 


bi 


„ Tbi ; ſhalt:be built, and to-the Toms 
le, Thy Foundation ſpallbe laid: And again 

in the following Chapter; Thus ſaith the Ig. xv. 4: 
Lord to his Anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe right 
Hand I have holden, to ſubdue Nations 
before him: For ' Fucob my Servants ſake: 
and Iſrael: mine Elets, I have even called 
thee bythy Name, I have ſurnamed * 

tho thou haſt not known me. 

Now this Prophecy muſt have boreDate - 
about one hundred Years before rth 
of Cyrus; where we find their L Deliveraged 

foretoldtothem, even when they were not 
as yet brought into Captivity. Now, Iſay, 
a Prediction ſo particular and expreſs, muſt 
imply a very particular Fore-knowledfe 
N of the Rvent foretold by it. And the E- 
f vent foretold by it depended entirely up- 
5 on the Enterprizes which Cyrus ſhould 
: undertake; as thoſe Enterprizes a good 
al.depended upon the free Actions ofthe 
ſeveral Prindes w were his Cotempo- 
raries; for theſe, if they had acted other- 
wiſe than-they did, would have diſcon- 
certed the whole Scheme, whereupon the - 
Truth of this Prop ecy concerning him 
2 founded. So that not _ the Heart | 


J.. On, i OE EE IE III 


Governour of the World, and exerciſes a 


Cyrus, in all its various ee e as 
beinen by God; but the Hearts of 
all thoſe Princes, whoſe Conduct open'd. 


the Occaſions to his Greatneſs, were-like- 


wiſe eds in the Sight of God, when 
as het there were none of them. This is 


an Obſervation whieh is founded in Tac; 
and therefore ten thouſand Subtleties of 


reaſoning againſt it Will be as nothing. 
Even if Fuct in this Caſe did not alüſt 
der the Reaſon of the Thing would 

2. Evinceits Truth to us, that ſoit muſt 
— upon any Suppoſal that God is the 


particular Providence over it. For the 


Actions of free Creatures in this loweſt 
World, are the fitteſt Employments of 
Divine Providence. The Moon, by a 


Law once appointed for her at the Crea- 
tion, obſerves her appointed Seaſons, and by 
the ſame the Sun knoweth his going 8 
Natural Cauſes work mechanically, by 
a Neceſſity, once for all fixed upon them 


a particular Providence ſeems not here 
to have any fit Object whereupon to 
employ its Powers. But He- Ag 7 
move ſo variouſly, with ſuch an Infi- 


7 . nity 


— 


nity of Deſign had N aer ut the 
Connection of the ſeveral Links in the 
Clain* of Events, with their Purpoſes 
 Coupſels, * from the Beginning to 
che Conſummation of all Things, is in- 
deed a Scene ſo wide and ſpacious, that 
an infinite Underſtanding may. well and 
fitly-take the chief Part in t. 
The Iſſue of Things reſults ſo uſtak 

ly- from the Exerciſe of human Liberty; 
that, if it were not foreſeen how that Li- 20S 
berty would be exerciſed, it would be im- I 
poſſible to fit with Eaſe or with Advan-· = 
tage at the Helm of Government. So - 

many Things would happen quite con- 

trary to an uncertain Expectation or to 

mere probable Conjecture; there is ſo 

much of Humour and of Caprice in all 

human Counſels, that no Eſtimate could 

poſſibly be taken, no Scheme be formed, 

but what muſt lie open to infinite Un- 

certainties, and plunge the Meafures of 

the ue, if not an all-wiſe; and there- 

fore all-knowmg Governour. It would 

not be praQticable to lay the Founda- 

tion of future Events, in any preſent In- 

Y e or Junctures, if it were not cer. 


bar: Punt a lluch — would — 
from the Management of the: Perſons, 
who — Part in them. A 

digi: of: Counſel, r pie neſs _ 
Uncertainty 10 che Knowledge of God, 


TEction no Y ay — nad the Ho- 
= _ of his glorious Attributes. Now 
FOLLY To the [Reaſoning which ſtands 


8 — ſupported, by undoubted Facts, it 
1 ought to be no Objection, that — 
: are Difficulties /in' it, which e cannot 
5 _ readily reſolve. For 6115 


If there be a 3 in 1 Fact, — 

the Fore- knowledge of God -extends It 

ſelf to future Contingencies; and if 
there be a Certainty in Senſe and Feel - 
ning, that human Actions are free, anc 
. human Agents may either do, or for- 
bear at Pleaſure; it is then no juſt Im- 
peachment of the one, or of the other, 
that we cannot and out a Way of re- 
conciling them together: Yet | after all, 
it will not be eaſy to ſhew, that the 
og of God hath any cauſal 

| Influence 


what another Man will probs 


, what is ated e 


He may know uhh 


a ufa . Lehe only Thing 
which Can be ſuppoſec 10-4ea, ene 


Freedom of the Agents concerried in 


them. One Man may probably forc-know 


on ſuch or ſuch an 'Qccafion:'/ Nay in 

ſome Caſes this Forecknowleilize? indy 

fall: very litrtle, if any thing mort » 
of Curtainty. But yet this Fr. 
ledge on the une Fart is no Cj,Z © » 
the OP on rhe re The Aion 
hate: vas: 10 . — Ipacta- 
tor miay ſee and obſerve:with Cerrainry, 


him, without : 


Cerraint 
t . | 


pap 2 


Is 7 no ay 5 hav he aſh 
on, orden — ae ; 


1 with, zertamty: thoſe 
vents which nn 
Jy. view, as probable and therefore contin- 
gent, is owing to the ſingular Fullneſs 
and Immenſity of his Underſtanding; 
When yet neither the human, nor the 
divine Preſcience, are productive of the 
: vent, which is fam, by. dither. 
= It. wauld plainly. come to paſs: whether 
1 it Were fore-known or, not. But it is 
no Wonder we ſhould not diſtinctly per- 
Cebive the Manner and Proceſs of infi- 
0 nite Knowledge. In theſe deep Things 
F Cad, which his Shirit alone can ſearch 
to the Bottom, e · muſt be content to 
loali upon the Surkice, only 35 and even 
 theredbe-cantious for fear of being gaddy.- 
1 Protea ve. thegebons tothe cri 
zi. WE 116161199 Mw Won yer: H 
„ Is) Third. WELLS Obſervation awliich 
Wan niade upoh the Text, uiz The 
Senſe and Meaning! wherein God i 
Rid to done or hure, to chuſe of to rejef? 
any Berſons or People, eee 
their reſpective Actions b995ct © 
„By the determinate. Counſel und Nor- 
1 cf Go God, e e 
569 910 "Ted 
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' ro\beafterwards dterbſied: In 1 one 


acr Diſpenſation. He rejected 


the one and choſe the other, before either 


of their Actions couꝰd entitle 


m to his 


Bm or render them obnoxious to his 


leaſure. Thus; when they were juſt 
— upon the promiſed Land, Mypſer 


bid the Jews, undenſtund, that the Long Dent: in. 


thein God gave them not that good Land to 5 


poſſe efs: 1, for their a * ſince 


1 ſteifntrked People; but 5 
Mm the Promiſer.:' which' be 


ao onto theirsFathers, \Abrahain, Ijaiac, 


ani acob; : Thus again, we! rea&:God 


faying\to. his Prophet Jereminb; Before Jer.i. 5; 
eme, ther Belly, I newer thee, 


before, thou cameſ. forth ou of the 
ou I fantiified thet; and ordained) thee 
4 Propbet unta the Natians;; & God, it ſeems, 
had predeſunated hit to this Offen in his 
Church, before his 3 Once mare 


from 1 Topic A-kin 9 


as well A Joy 


4 them to be ſo; that he had as muchR 
in the Caſe 2 the Gentiles, ro tall them 
his People which tiere not his People, 


<4 #55 F 
A \ 1 


being his People, as enen ere. 


und 
ter beloved which" de¹ nor beloved, as he 
had in the Caſe of the Hruelnes before 


them; that as he hd loved Jatob and 
hated: "Eſau, ſo the Time might come, 


when this Love ſhould be ſuſpended 


from the one, and this Hatred be moved 
from the other. For both: there Wete 


doubtleſs wiſe, thoꝰ hidden, Reaſons; and 
it was enougli to ftlence the bold Ob- 
jector, that God would: bude Mercy on 
hom he.'ewould haue Mercy ; that like 4 
Potter he had Power: over tis own Clay, 


do make of the ſame Bump ond Vaſſts me 
Honour and another ito Diſbonobro But 


chen this whole Procedure reſpecte 
the outward Privileges of the Ch uch nf 


litant upon Earth, ig. God would vouch. 
ſafe the Favour of his Oracles, where, 


and as he pleaſed, without accounting 
to his Creatures for his ſeveral !DiF- 


5 penfarions. | The Apoſtle's Argument 


equited him to N no more; and the 
2 Whole 


whale: (Courſe of it exter 


SER MON 1X, 7 
qs no farther; 


than to the Removal of thoſe Prejudices,, 
which the Jews had conceived againſt; 


the Admiſſion. of the Gentiles into his 
Church and Houſhold;; with the State 


of particular Perſons in another World, 
neither the Argument itſelf, nor any 


Expreſſions uſed in it, ſpeak him to 
ho meddled. That Was ſtill left to 
turn upon the Uſe they ſhould; make 


of the Light afforded them, when the 


Meaſure, of their Helps and Hindrances 
| ſhould be fairly adjuſted. | 


It is of great Importance to "the Zo 


 tereſts of Virtue, that the Dealings of 


God, reſpecting our preſent and future 
State, ſhould not be confounded witli 
each other, that he ſhould not be re- 
preſented as diſtributing his final Awards 
of Judgment or Merey, without any 
Regard to the Behaviour of the Per- 
ſons concerned in them; that his Pur- 
poſes- of Election ſhould: not appear to 
have any farther View, than the Privi- 
lege of ſome „ 
ſafed to one People before, and rather 
than „another; that he ſhould not be 


R 3 thought 


. 


Sede net o bel Pes 


and Approbation in ſome Giger . 


the manifold Methods of Grace. Asto 


the Variety of thoſe Methods, and tlie 


Difference of Opportunities, Wherewikh 


different Perſons: at different Times are 


put upon the Teſt and Trial of their 
ſeveral Virtues; we can eaſily conceive 


a Day may come, when all of them 


ſmall be adjuſted by a righteous 1 impar- 


tial Judgment. Our Part is to improve 
meanwhile the Talents lent to each of 
us by a gracious Providence; and as we 
have received the Light to walk in it; 
to live: as becomes d People, whom the 
God and Father of our Lord and Saviour, 
hath vourhſafed to enrich with all ſpiritual 
Bleſſing in heavenly Things thro' Chriſt, 
leſt he not only remove from us our 
national and common Advantages; but 
3 thoſe farther with his everlaſt- 
ing Vengeance, who here contribute 
to bring down) upon themſelyes and 
ea His ene al P W 
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Gen. . 16. 


Bus in the fourth Ge eneration, . they 
ſhall come hither... again; e the 
Iniquity 0 f the es. M0 ger 


oN theſe Words the 

ps three following Obſerva- 
tions have been already 
made and ſpoken to. 
I. The Subſerviency of 


God's cation Purpoſes; with the 


mutual e Ts. pe lend to 
* His 
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III. The Senſe and Meaning herein 
ben. Aid to love or hate, to chuſe or 


& Aloe 


t any; Perſons or People, ar 


How, and in what Conſtruftion theſe 
Remarks are true in themſelves; and 


duly founded in the Text, Was parti. 
cularly deduced. 5 you en laſt F ert | 


0 urſe upon it. AE 45 
I had only than Time tis name to 


you, without purſuing them any far. 


ther, three more Obſervations, which 


the Text hath en us a. 1 e 
for meat n 


* The Firſt 0 > Ae The 1 Mes 


ſures and the Conditions, ee 


God limits his Rewards or Pun 

of the ſeveral Deſeendents 

or evil Anceſtors... 1 8 
II. The Serond was, His eee 

a ſinful People; which yet doth. by a no 

Mane 3 an their — . 
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dency of national Cor peions te bilng 
down. national Judgments. b 22 7 my 


1% i Ot; hes . 


8 1 begin with the Meaſures FR Con. 


„ e God limits his Re- 


wards or nn of the ſeveral De- | 
ſcendents from good or evil Anceſtors. 
1. Here Hh 1 obſerve, in the Firſt 


Place, of ſuch Rewards and Puniſhments, 


that they never are extended beyond the 
Life which now is. The Caſe to which 
the Text alluded manifeſtly went no far- 
ther. Whether Mercy were meant by it 
to the Seed of Abraham, or Fudgment 


to a People laden (as the Amorites were) 


with Iniquity, and ripe for Vengeance; 


the Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land was 


the Favour vouchſafed to the one; as the 
Loſs of it was the may inflicted "= 
on the art. 

The Founder of a Family revolting 
fon God and his true Religion, will in- 
deed unavoidably lay his Poſterity under 
ſpiritual Diſadvantages: But then in an- 
other. Morid they will account for no 
more Talents than their Truſt amount- 
ed to; and * they wanted here thro- 


a Fault, 
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a” -phult2; not their” ow „ be, thro” whiofe 

Fault they wanted it, will alone account 

for hereafter. As on the other hand, the 

Founder of a Family adhering to God 

and his true Religion, or retrieving the 
Knowledge of both when ſunk into 
Barbariſm and Oblivion, wilf neceſſa- 

rily entail upon his Deſcendents great 

Helps to Virtue, and the Means of a 

favourable Acceptance before their holy 

Judge. But {till the TJe they ſhall make 

of theſe happy Means, and 1 the honeſt . 

Diſcharge of this mighty Truſt are al- 

ſo the Circumſtances whereupon their 

future and final State will be found de- 

pending, when their great Account ſhall | 

be audited, and the Meaſure of their 

Helps and Hindrances proportion d and 

adjuſted. And perhaps it may be found 

more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrab | 
in the Day F Judgment than for them.” 

They, who if they had ſeen” our Sa. 
viour's mighty Works would have re- 

pented in Sacbcloth and Aſbes, will cer- 

tainly appear before his awful Tribu- 

nal with more Advantage than they 

with Raw 9 but repented not. 
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so that we may obſerve, the real Ad- 
vantage of external Privileges depends 
entirely. upon the Uſe we ſhall make of 
them, and. can only. be known 1 their 

final and, lat Reſult, n e ein Bu. 

Whereſore, when in regard 2 70 the di. 
bee Piety of ſome Hero in Religi - 
on, God ſhall vouchſafe diſtinguiſod 
Helps noch Advantages to, his Tabenen 
or, when in purſuing ſome firſt-· rat | 

ners With exemplary. — 5 their 
Deſcendents ſhall be involved in the 
Conſequences of their Guilt; theſe penal 
Conſequences, as well as thoſe favourable 
Helps, are limited moſt plainly to the If- 
ſues of our preſent State. Our fiature 
Condition is ſo little affected hy them, 1 

that what ſeems here judicial and dees 

ell in Puniſhment, may prove hereafter 

an Article in our Fævour; ſince a Want 
of Means will end more happily than our 
Abuſe of them: As again, what ſeems 
here intended for our Health and our Ad. 
Vantage, may be found hereafter the Oc- 
caſion of our falling with the heavier 
— 8 of eee pry into the 


Whatever 


V We ieee be ths Octafon, 

or the Motive to Providence, for allor- 
ung rern 3 C mfts ICE | 
tunities * tho! the Behaviour — f 
our net ors: = plaing . and avalk- 


on Ground of — Advai 
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ver l it is in bur POwen ifina 


tage; 
lily m turn 
either the Fudgmeus into Merey; or the 
[intended Furun into an ieventival: N. 
chien If a Variety bf nene in 
this Life Het Ella ö Ori expe ent. 2 N 
ſon taken brom auy Circomltance'may 
be r — determine 
0 of Providence, — 
ae and the Bowl of our Habitation. - 


ways: remember, pt 4s to rake} its, Alot. 
the Poſt: Which is here aſſi 
The Behaviour of ; a third 8 
be the Reaſon why, amidſt a græar 2 


5 


riery of Stations, this is rachr chokn for 
951 us 


) 


us Wy _— a ion, 
hen we have much 2 Mind to it; may 


be found for any, which could be given 
us ina Marke oh nn Ou r Bu- 


K oF 
* 1 . 4 4 F 


chuſe dur — but 3 upon at 
ufhich the great Conductor ſhall point 
out foraius, With out᷑ beſt Addreſs and 
Diligence: Then we may be ſure; what- 
re the Views of the chief alÞwiſe 
4 I in-planting cus upon a Fruitful 
2 the final Iſſue will be fa- 
Vourable. An Increaſe of an hundred. 
Fold is more reaſonably expected from 
Vineyard, which hath been much eulti- 
vated; than an Improvement of zbis 
4 from another which hath been long nep 
lected.. But farther, an-ddi od 
2. SeCondly, 1 
ments or Mercies of God, Which are i 
ſeverally diſpenſed to the — 
from good or evil Anceſtors, are not ſo 
peremptorily fixed by Decree of Pro- 
: : vidence, but that the Behaviour of ſugh 
Deſcendents may procure: a, Change in 
5 the owe and Bann other. Indeed upon 
age of theincreſpet 


Aive 


anne ARtions}/Godgerem; Yori d 


to Abraham, that in the fourth * 2 
tion tlie Amorilen ſhould be diſpoſſeſſe LL! 


of the Land which they then intubked- 
but; 1 ſay * hay a certuin Foreſight 
that che 22 their Iniquities would 
by that Time be full; as it was upon a 
le prog of the ſtweral Trials which 
the Mraelites were to paſs,” that he affured 
their great Anceſtor they ſhould then 
be deliver d from their Houſe of Bandage. 
Otherwiſe, we have the Rule and Stan- 
dard of God's Dealings recorded by his 
Prophet At ch ' Inftant "faith lie) F Jer. xviii. 

ſhall peak conctyning a Nation, ani con-. 4e 
cerning 4 Kingdimy 70 o pluct up d to pull 

a 


on,” and to wjtroy it: If that Nutimm u | 
Faint whom I have pronounced;' tin fum 
their Evil, I dhl regent : of dhe Eu cohich + 
I thought: to; ao une hem. Aud at what = = 
Iiftlant I ſhall" peak! toncerning” a Nation, i 
and cancer ing 'a Kingdorn, 4% build and to | 
plant it: I it do Evil in my Hg bu, thut ir 

obey riot my Hoe, ben will I-reyent of the 

Good whe - Tini T baut beneſft them) 

pres „Of *the Man after” God's 

own H 6 eien WHO selddg was 


ae De & ee e Her: 420 3 a2 _ 
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Pl. N he i barh.ths pane * on a 


had commonly the: largeſt Share in le- 
giving upon their OW Heads, either 
TR” 5 


(aich he) the Meaſure of Your. 
' having;Nlain the Prophets; and the Ss 
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poſe to make to endure for every 


theſe. pips Diſpe 
uſually — double R to thi 
Conduct of che Fathers: and che Chil⸗ 
dren bob. But the Chi rchemſelves 


he: eee of, which: — 


Warren be. increaſed aun, the Concur- 


Motte: or less obſervable: in chem and 
their Fre: futhers. An Inſtance of this 


double Vengeance lighting at once upon 

= Children, ſor their own Offences and 
thoſe of their Anceſtors togethe boy we 
find alluded to by our Saviour in his 
Addreſs to the Phariſees Fl ye up then 


The Fathers he had accuſed before, as 


"# + © 8 
9 


Seed upon the Bir 


ir, Fires, th hs — 
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— Es Bey * ele es That" _ 3455+ 
ere the Children” of them Fel — | 
the Prophets ; wherefore, hehol (faith! he 


to the Childray)": L. ſend amo go Pres 


phets and twiſt Men, ani Scyibes ; hd fore 
of them ye ſhall Ell an trucify ; Al ſome 
of them ſhall ye ſe e in the” Synagngwbs, 
cud perſecure them from City to Cuy: that 
upon you may Come "all the Helio Blood 
th ,' from the Blood" of 
righteous Abel untd the Blood "of Zatharias 
Son of | Barathias, bm ye flew betabetn | 
the Temple and the Altar. Lertly Ie uy un. 


Je All theſe Things ſhall con ig 
Cenranom 80 terrible Thould 3 be th 8 


ſelves, were placed to cher hs 0 2 205 


Therefore we pray t6'God'in Our ex- | 


| 4 e the — 5 

was a ee of like 'Guile in the 

Fathers and the Chiluren both; and the 
Vol. II. S Pauniſhment 
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Puniſhment therefore fell this: heavier 
upon the Children, tho? ſtill within the 
Degree and Proportion which were due 


them both their own and their Forefa- 


and their Obedience met with the obe 


mentis. For he rejoiceth in Mercy, and 
: extends it to Thouſands, when he li. 
mits his Judgments to the third and fourth 
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to their own Deſervings. They might 
have averted however this Weight of 
Puniſhment, if they had not trod finde 
Footſteps of their wicked Anceft 
and provoked God to remember amditifk 


thers Offences. Then indeed all the 


Vials of his Wrath were poured out up- 
on them, when no healing Circum- 


ſtance cauld be pleaded to ſtop the Pro- 


greſs of it. 
On che other Hand, hen the Lale 
kept the Precepts and the Statutes which 


God. had appointed for them, the Faith | 


of their Father Abraham entniled upon 
them the higher Proportion of Favour, 


gracious Acceptance. for it; ſinee even 


to. Thouſands is his Mercy — (up- 
poſing them capable and qualified) in 


ſuch as love him, and keep bis Command- 


REN 


Proceed 


Se M ſuch 46 bare him. 
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| Proceed we therefore - 1 


u. to the next general Obſervation 
| Bin the Text; wiz. The Forbearance 


of God to a ſinful People; which yet 


doth by no ne conclude for eie 
Impunity. 

The Iniquity of th 3 even 
then when God talked with Abraham, 
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was full enough to deſerve all the Ven- 


geance which was meant to them; but 
yer {6 gracious and long-ſuffering was 


divine Providence, ſo Willing to indulge 


them the Opportunities of Repentance 
and Reflexion, that they were yet to 


have à farther Trial, and four Genera- 


tions were allotted to it. If in that 
Trad of Time, they ſhould not remem- 
ber chetnſelves, nor turn unto the Lord 
ho made them; their Caſe would be 
plainly deſperate, and there could be no 
Hope nor Proſpect of a Cure for it, o- 
ther than the laſt and fatal Remedy of 
utter Exciſton. 

But now in the Courſe of ſo many 


Years, and ſo many Succeſſions from 


Father to Son, and to remoter Deſcen- 
* 3 dents; 
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dents; many gange ——— 


ſure to go off the Stage, would dye per⸗ 


haps full of Years, and Honours, ànd all 
which the World calls happy.anddefira- 


ble; yet theſe, ir may be, contributed as 


much as any to fill up the Meaſure of 
their Country? s Sins, and to lay in Fuel 
for the Vengeance of Heaven. 80 that 
in this Particular the Forbearance of God 
might ſeem a little to entrench upon his 


Juſtice, if there were not a Day to come 


wherein he would judge the World in 


perfect Righteouſneſs, would reward 
every particular Perſon according to his 
_—_— and clear up the Honour of each 
perplexed and - intricate. Diſpenſation- 
Here therefore, with a full Security 
that no Sin can eſcape him finally, he 
may indulge his Propenſities to Mercy, 
without Danger to his Fuſtice,' or Injury 


to his Laus. Be it, that guilty Perſons 


3 


go down to the Grave in Peace, with- 


out any remarkable Shocks of Adverſity, 


or any Incidents which carry a judicial 
Aſpect with them; yet, alas! the Grave 


it ſelf is only a Reprieve to them; their 


ec ma is ſulpended, but their Si 


ped 
ww 4 ö 


the ſame Long-ſuffering'; various Trials 


celled 9 be — will Kill ſurely come, 


when they wi; fierp in the Duſt ſhall awake, 
to the infinite Confuſion of thoſe who 


fell aſleep in the _ of unrepented 
Guilt. That this Day hath not made 
as yet any perceivable Approaches to- 
wards us, the Apoſtle hath imputed to 


yet remain for us, in ſome or other of 
which we have a Chance for Repen- 
tance, and thereby for working out our 
Salvation; If none of theſe are impro- 
ved to their intended Purpoſe, even this 
will add to the Meaſure of our Iniqui- 
ties, and the Goodneſs of God which lead- 
eth us not to Repentance, will certainly 

contribute to our greater Damnation. 
Tho? Sentence againſt an evil Work is not 


ſpeedily put in Execution, vet it ſtands no- 


ted in the Book of God's Remembrance; 
the Decree is fixed for it, and if we 


come not within the Terms of Pardon, 
the Delay, whoſe original Intent was 
Mercy, will be found in the Reſult of 
Things to have e ee mig _ n n 
us in hats Day of Wrath. ” 12 no 
$4 'Parti- 
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Reaſon nor Encouragement for continu- 
ing in a State of Wickedneſs. The De- 
lay of the general Judgment gives them 
no Security; becauſe from preſent Appea- 


rances, no Man can certainly foretell 
what the Morrow may bring forth; be- 
tauſe it was in the Nature of the Thing 


expedient, that this goodly Frame with 
magnificent Furniture, ſhould have 
all the Time which hath yet been allow- 


ed for its Continuance; and what more 


ſhall be allowed it no Man can deter- 
mine ; becauſe the Purpoſes of Provi- 
dence require fit Seaſons for ripening the 
Events thereupon depending; becauſt a 
thouſand Nears are as nothing in the Sight 
af God, whatſoever Room they may 
take up in the narrow Compaſs of an 
human Mind; and finally, becauſe in 


ſome or other of the Trials deſigned for 


us, there may be Reaſon to hope, he 


hall ſomewhere find a willing and obe- 


dient People, who will hearken to his 


Voice, and pay due Honour to his Laws. 
In ſo many ſucceſſive Generations of 


Men, and amidſt {0 many Teſts as va- 
_ ious 
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rious Occaſions muſt lay before them, 
it would be hard indeed, if all ſhould 
5 aſtray, if none ſhould appear who 
ive Glory to God, and ftand in 
ee his Majeſty and Power: What 
one period of Time, one Method of Re- 


„ 


gimen doth not, another may produce; ; 


Which is a Rente for trying various 
Concluſions, in different Seaſons, for re- 


ſpiting the Diſſolution of this mighty 
Fabric, and for giving its Inhabitants a 
farther Time, to ſee if at laſt they will 
come to their Underſtandings, and ſeek 


after God. Now whatever is a ſufficient 
Reaſon to the Juſtice of God, for put. 


ting off the general Ruin and Deſtructi. 
on of Mankind, is certainly a ſufficient 


Reaſon for Shania Prudence, not to con- 


_ clude upon a perperual Impunity from his 


preſent Forbearance. And after all, the 
Delay of the general Wreck, ſhould it 
yet be poſtponed for a thouſand Years- 
farther, carries no Encouragement with 
it to any particular Sinner. For ſtill the 
Day to him muſt be near approaching, 
which ſhall conſign him irretrievably to 
the Reward of his Deeds, 
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Now if in the State of e t * 
can make no Improvements, can procure 
no Change of the Sentence once pro- 
nounced upon him, or, which is all one, 
muſt abide the Sentence which the Law 
of God hath pronqunced upon his Acti- 
ons here, without any poſſible Mitiga- 
tion from 71 Thing which he can do 
hereafter ; | if there, I ſay, he muſt wait 
for it from the Mouth of his holy Judge, 
and no Device nor Miſdom, no After⸗ 
Reflections nor Tears of Sorrow, can 
change the Tenour of f it; how fearful 


* WE 


How uncomfortable. muſt be the Time 
of that Impriſonment, which hath the 
Horrors of the ſecond Death always 
before it? How inconſiderable will thaſe 
Abatements of his Anguiſh be, which 
are founded only in the Delay of a cer- 
tain, foreſeen, and even Jorefelt Executi- 

on ? When there are are no Charms of 
Senſe, no Amuſements nor Entertain- 
ments of the World he was ſo fond of, 
either to divert the Pain of his raging 

Reflexions, or to ſoften the Terrors of 
the Lord, then breaking i in with all their 
Force, 


— 


upon. "bis naked phone. 2 
Spirit? Such a Delay of Execution, muſt 
be next to the Thing itſelf; and woiſea 

great deal than any Execution which 
ſhould 3 put an End to his Miſery, 'tho* 
with any the ſharpeſt Degrees of Miſe- 
ry. Yet this Delay muſt be the utmoſt 
of the Sinner's Hope, from any con- 
ceivable Reſpite of the general Judg- 
ment. For as to the little Interval of 
his preſent Life, which hides "theſe 

L Trg from his Eyes, and wraps them 

p in Clouds and Darkneſs, it deſerves 
no — from him, being ſo infinitely 
uncertain, and nothing ſure of it, but 
only ther a very little Ti ime muſt finiſh. 
it 

The Fan of God is therefore, 
upon the whole, no Argument to any 
particular Perſon, but only for his moſt 
ſerious and ſpeedy Repentance; that the 
Day of Grace may not paſs over him un- 
heeded, and unimproved; that the 
Goodneſs of God may not be defeated of 
its gracious Purpoſe, much leſs conclude 
| ad 


in a n n _ nor i 
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him in his Sins, and {a miſlead him to 


his Ruine. 


Nor is che daten fad of God's e 


ments with regard to Communities, any 
juſt Encouragement to their Hope, that 


the Bitterneſs "of them is finally overpaſs, 
or will never overtake them. The Co- 


incidence of other Circumſtances, which 


ripens the Seaſons of Vengeance, is a 


Secret lock'd up in the Counſels of Pro. 
vidence, One Nation perhaps is to be 


exalted by the very ſame Means, which 


bring Reproach and Ruin upon another 
People. There are yet, it may be, ſome 
Teſts remain ing, which, when the Peo. 
ple they are put to, do not abide nor 
ſtand them, leave that People yet more 
inexcuſable, and fill up the Meaſure of 
their Iniquities to the Brim, Some 


Perſans of diſtinguiſh'd Virtue, who 


ſhine as Lights in a dark Place, are firſt 
perchance to be removed into a Place 
of Safety before the deſtroying Angel 
is at Liberty to proceed with the 8word 
of Vengeance. Thus it fared with Lot, 


ix. in ni — Zoar ; Haſte thee, Keeps 


Thither 
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_ thither, (aid: the Angel to him) for 7 
fanno 42 amy thing till thou tame thit her. 
Vet theſe or or any like Circumſtances are 
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ſuch: Reaſons of God's Forbearance as 


moſt certainly conclude that his Ven» 
geance will follow them, if not prevent- 
ed by a public and ſolemn Repentance. 
He can, as he hath often done, re- 


mave his Candleſtick from ove Place, 


and fix it in another ; can over-run the 
moſt enlightened Parts of the Earth 
with Ignorance and Barbarity, and cal 
4 People who are not ſo, to be his People ; 
when they, who long have boaſted of 
their Peculium, have rather ſported 
with their Light, than made any ſober 
or becoming Uſe of it. A Mabumet 
hath ſet his Banners in the moſt flou- 
riſhing Churches of the Ea and South. 
We from a barbarous People have be- 
come a civilized; from the Morſbip of 
dumb Idols have been taught to worſbip the 
only true Gad, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
fent ; and from a Relapſe into ſomewhat 
very like our original Ignorance, Bar- 
bariſm and Tdolatry have recovered, 


on be thanked, a greater Degree of 
Light 


Light and of e 3 other 
Nations have been bleſſed with. Thus 
e have heard with our Ears, and our Ta. 
-thers have declar'd unto ut the noble 
 H#orks'\which our God hath done in their 
Days, and m the old Time before them ; for 
which, if we do not give Glory to his 
Name, he hath Inſtruments in Store, 
wherewith: he can change the C urrent 
of his Bleſſings, and can commit his Vine- 
yard th other Husbandmen, who ſhall yield 

him the Fruits in their Jaun. But _ 
10 am ipping Una Wares into: 75 8 


III. Third: wed laſt dennen Dit 
the Text, viz. The Tendency of na- 
tional Corruptions to bring down na- 
tional Judgments upon any People. 
When the Iniquity of the Amorites was 
full, then, and not *till then, did Ven- 
geance overtake them Whilſt they 
had amongſt them any Number of Per- 
ſons ſerving God, and eſcheuing Evil; 
Fach as Melchizedec and Abimelech are 
repreſented to have been, and ſuch as, 
probably diverſe other Perſons were, 


: op whom either their own Inclination, 
| or 


nn —_ 1 a 


n Libel * 
* 


le a * a his 
dung a. ane Senſe 


raue f. 


g gment was . 'Te n righteous, 


hn 
Perſons would have ſaved; Sodom ;- but 


a general and ſpreading Wiekedneſs uſu · 
ally portends Ruin to the Place which 
. it. When thoſe good Men 
had quitted the Stage who lived a- 


mongſt the Amorites in the Time of 


Abraham; and when the Patriarchal 
Religion was removed to Egyt with 
his Poſterity, Vice and Irreligion gra- 
dually increaſed amongſt them, till they 
ſunk at length into a total Forgetfulneſs 
of God and of their Duty. As the Peo- 


ple who ſupplanted them fell into their 


Vices, Inſtruments were raiſed up by 
Providence to puniſh and afflict them, 


to which the whole Hiſtory of the cus, 


from their Entrance upon the promiſed 
Land to their utter Extirpati on, bears 
abundant Teſtimony. Nor is there, D 


believe, a Nation upon Earth, which 


doth. not furniſh many like Exam 
There is a natural, and there is a 5nd. 


cial Tendency in Sin to bring Reproach 


. 
ö 1 "a As, 
| | $ 7 0 


. Place of his Habitation. Fven 


SERMON in 
and Scandal upon a People, to fake 
them vile and contemptible in the Sight 

their Neighbours, and an eaſy Prey to 


tho who ſeck a Quarrel with ehem. 
Pride will cauſe them to overlcok 4 


Danger; Luxury will weaken the Hands 
which ſhould guard againſt it; FaQtion 
will purchaſe at any Rate a Victory 
over Its doitieſtic Enemies; and the 
Negle& or Corruption of religious E Du- 
ties, will forfeit theit Intereſt in that 


Guardiah' Providence, which is their 


beſt Secutity againſt al thePerils where. 
with they may bs ſurrounded. 

Whoever therefore ebheriberes my 
thing to the Increaſe of flational Cor. 
ruptions, is ſo far an Enemy to the 
perfonal 
and private Vices add to the Meafure 
of public Iniquities, and help to fill ir. 


80 — the Practice hath as little in it 


which 


of Policy, as it hath of Piety, 


would disjoin the Kingdom 6 God 


from the Kingdoms of this World, or 


to che Latter's Proſperity. Fer donbt- 


which ſeeks not the Righteoufneſb of 
the Former, as the moſt probable Means 


2 „ T0 


who fo often diſtinguiſhes with his Fa- 
vour the Virtues of private Life; will 
be much more careful to ſignalme Cum 
munities, where the Example will be fo 
ble, will in all Likelihood carry more 
Weight with it, and will ſpread its In- 
fluence ſo muclii the wider and the far. 
ther. Provate Perſons he ean elſewhere 
meet with, and be ſute of; nor are his 
Dealings to them here of ſuch migh- 
ty Moment, as to require any*Nicety 
or Eiactneſs in the Diſtrihuxion of them. 
But the Exaltation or the Ruin of a 
whole Communtiy is ſure to attract the 
Notice of all who: are near them, and 
to ſpread either the ſoy or Terror of it, 
thro? the moſt diſlant Countries. Ma- 
ny ate the Perſons concernech in 2 na- 


it, iS more apparently ſubſervient to the 
P 


urpoſes of Providence, in its Provi- 
ſions for Virtue than any Events or 
Inciden: 2 of a pri vuie e ee Wh 
fore, if in the Puniſhment: of & general 
al ag adn i is „ ſome good 
Men 


272 8 ER MON KX. 
""Madibappea to ſuffer from the Com. 
pan they are found in; or if, in the] Re. 
icompence of national and public Vir- 
tues, ſome wicked Men partake of the 
common Felicity; theſe are Inconveni- 
ences of ſmall Account in the Compari- 
ſon, and covered in the much greater 
Advantage of a public Daſtinet ion "_ 
between Good and Evil. 
Our greateſt Care is — due: 0 
the Iſſues of Futurity and to our Intereſt 
In that Life which, as yet, is hid with 
Chriſt in God. Yet ſomewhat the Com- 
munity, whereof we are Members, claims 
that ſuperior View, but highly conducive 
to it. For let us be good Chritians,avd 
in Courſe we ſhall be good Common- 
wealth's-men. So that he who moſt 
truly loves his Religion, will be found 
trueſt Friend and Lover of his Countrey. 
But then we muſt not content ourſelves 
to tall or diſpute of the one, or of the 
other. The true Spirit of both is moſt 
conſpicuous ĩ in Practice; is pure, peazeable, 
gentle, and more obſervable 'in' Deeds 
than — But whoſoever 


2 1 MI : Sin 


1 g * Lede Si pv 2a en- : 


gages the God of Heaven to blaſt it. 
v hoſoever neglects or affronts the Go- 


ſpel of Chriſt, Jeſus; ; whoſoever tram- 


ples upon his holy Inſ itutions; ho- 
ſoexet would lay Waſte its Fences, or 
throw open its Encloſures, be his Pre- 
tences What they will, be his Profeſ- 
ſions never ſo loud and boiſterous, for 
the Benefit of human Society, or for 
the particular Advantages of our Com- 


munity, he is ſtill an Enemy to the 


Commonwealth of our Hrael, he is 
filling up the Meaſure of our national 
* at Pays ſoever God 


ciples and evil 1 Whatever vi- 


lifes, corrupts, or betrays Religion, with 


whatever undermines, inſults, or op- 


poſes the Intereſts of Virtue, chould all 
be conſider'd as leading to the fame un- 
fortunate Concluſion, as tending to de- 
rive the Judgments of God upon a ſin- 
tul rt” to make them an Aſto- 

| . niſhment 
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victions of the Perſons it 
eſſed to, and cars f 
Ties with it all the Force | 


* 


knew full well they could 


OT Ro , = 
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to, by their inte 


SERMON Kt. 


a the Infamy of acknowledging 
Their Circumſtances at that Time 
e ſuch as made them feel it, and ; 
mene from them a Confeſſion 
Hiſtory informs ys. of the OY 
955 Condition the Jews ews were reduced | 
ſtine Jars, as well before, 

as at the Time wherein a foreign Ene- 
my was, ready to oyer-run. them, and 
to ſay of them, what they ſoon after ve- 
rify'd, Let them be no more a People, and 
tet the Name of | Iſrael be no more in Re- 
membrance. Yet could not a Senſe of 
the moſt imminent and preſſing Dan- 
gers awaken in them a Care- of their 


neareſt Tntereſts, or ſubdue thoſe unruly 
Luſis which were preſſing chem vn to 
their apparent Ruine. 


The Obſervation is a. very AY ans, 
which here is made upon their Conduct, 


and upon the Conſequendes e 


it was attended; it is applicable tom 

ny Purpoſes of public and private Life, ©, 
and hath pointed at the Riſe of many 
Evils and Miſchiefs which ſo common- 
ly mix with both. With the Caſe of 


| Communities, the Misfortunes to which. 


book th: * 


* a : 


- * : ; 


SERMON XI. 


ment can, and do fo often bring up- 


on à People, are entirely founded in 
perſonal Faults, and in private Paſſions. 
So that a Regulation of theſe, by a 
ſteddy Adherence to the Rules of Re. 
ligion, would ſtrike at the Root of ma- 


ny national Calamities ; and in his Way 


Righteouſneſs would exalt a Nation, Whilſt Prov. xiv. 

Sin is ever 4 Reproach to it. 3 
But we have the leſs Need to dwell 

upon this Conſideration; becauſe if Men 


can be perſuaded to govern thoſe Affe- 


Cions, which diſconcert them in their 
perſonal and private Capacities, their po- 


litic and public cannot oſten nor deeply 


ſuffer from them. A good Chriſtian 
l be a good Commonwealth's- 
man. The Man, who, in our Author's 

Language, is pure ind peaceable, gentle James i. 


muſt oy WI 


ON” 
Fd p 
of a. 
Y 
8 * 


they are liable, and the Cauſes Which 
give Birth to them, I ſhall no farther' 
meddle, than only by hinting this ſhort 
| Remark to you; That all the Miſeries 

which Ambition, Avarice, and Reſent- 


and eaſy. to be intreated, full of Mercy and 


good Fruits, without Partidlity, and without 
Tober, cannot but make the Place he 


1211 1 lives 


2.78 


James ili. 
16. 


SERMON, XI. 


lives in, the Community he belongs to, 
the better for his Neighbourhood, and 
for his Relation to it. As on the o- 
ther Hand, an envious, contentious 
Diſpoſition, a griping and narrow Spi- 
rit, Pride and Wrath, with every un- 
ſociable, unfriendly Temper of Mind, 
muſt be public Nuſances, and common 
Miſchiefs. For the ſame holy Writer 
hath well obſerved to us, a, where 

Envying and Strife is, there is 
and every evil Work. So then, if private 

Life could univerſally be brought with. 
in fit Regulations, the public Intereſt. 
would in Courſe be ſerved by it; as the 
greateſt Evils which betal the aue, are 


uſually chargeable upon Want of Care 


and Conduct in the other. ; 

But leaving the public Intereſt i in ate 
Hands where Providence hath ſo hap». 
pily lodged it; I mean henceforwards 
to conſider the Miſchie& which flow in · 

to private Life, from undiſciplin'd Af. 


| — and to charge all our Com- 
. 0 the > ſorefk: er we 
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Here chen it 
Mankind in theſe ee Fakes. 
I. In 7 ordinary. Courſe of thei 
common Purſuis. 


vill be proper to ſurvey 
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II. In their * Dealings and In- : 


tercourſes with one another. 
III. In their perſonal Capacities; And 

IV. In their me Wen the 

God who made them. . 

And. we {hall obſerve, 1 4 not, 


bow: each of theſe Particulars, that our 


general ee. dan W Wander 
den e 2riggh: 


281 Iſt = A = we e ſurvey Mankind 
in the ordinary Courſe of their common 
Purſuits, we ſhall find that the greateſt 
M. — of human Life are chargeable 

our own Miſmanagement under 
the eee of Deſire, For from what 
other Fountain can we ſo fitly derive 
thoſe anxious Fears and corroding Cares, 
which break in upon our Enjoyment. of 
che Good beſare us, With a Set of dark 


and formidable Apprehenſions, that it 


wi mT continue witl 


p „ We 


* * x _ * a as, - ”" «i 
= 2 0 2 > 8 # a s , : * 
ww. 2 3 . 3 .-F # 7 ; 4 1 
2 i - ö - 4 * ö . 


e Mall inifeatr u i in ths Ates biet 

are yet depending; or that Life will nor 

hold out with us to the End of our Ex- 

pectations, or that our leading Wilhes 

will, in ſome Way or r other, be fru- 
rated and defeat 

Let all this be nel out of the. Ca 

talogue of our Complaints, and, I'm 
ſure, the Bulk and Number of Went will 
be much abated. For we really doubie 


our on Misfortunes by ante-dating them; 


J by ſending out our Imaginations to meet 
| them, as it were, half-way, we engage 
# in their Company before we need to do; 
xz nay, perhaps, when our Fears are moſt 
l eager to fetch them into us, they are 
i: Bat in LE meant to come uy with 
| | (OTE it is wot EE at evident- 
iN » the Impatience of Deſire, which makes 
N all the Miſchief we can here complain 
of. Our Hearts are earneſtly devoted 
| | to the Point in Queſtion, and we cannot 
4 - endure theSuſpence and Uncertainty of 
y! -a darling Project. Hence all our Paſ- 
„ ſions conſpite in their ſeveral Ways to 
"I our Souls into a Ferment, and to 
[1 + 4 quicken 


en 


4 Pg the Sluggiſhneſs 
Powers, for ſolliciting, einig 


it. 


<4 1 


8 NN ON 


contriving, and labouring the Succeſs of 
Hope often brings us within near 
\ iew of it, makes us e en ready to burſt 
pectation, and leaves us then to 
lament our Diſappointment; in Lean» 
neſs and Sorrow proportionable to the 
Joy conceiv*d upon our Proſpect. But 
if our Meaſures ſeem ripening into Suc- 
ceſs, and only want a finiſning Hand to 
be ſet to them in order to obtain it, it 
will not be eaſy then to ſtop the Hand, 
which the Heart hath ſet at work | 
whatever may prove the Conſequences 
of ſo employing it. Theſe will not be 


thought of, or not regarded, where the 


Bent of the Soul ſtands much diſpoſed to 


cloſe with the Occaſion, and to embrace 


an inviting Offer with n Heohrd, and 
at all Adventures. Ebel | 

The final Reſult is in all theſe, Caſes 
tanfidention remote and diſtant, whilft 


the Advantage or the Pleaſure is at hand 


and preſent. And any Shewi of a Poſſi- 


bility to escape che Miſchief, wherewith 
an | iaſtant View | may ber 


7 


ifs SERMON XX 
us, will paſs with us for a Demonſtrati. 
on, that we need not value ſuch a remote, 
ſuch an uncertain, ſuch a merely conje- 
Aural and contingent Evil, Thus we 
entangle our ſelves in a Maze of Difh- 
culties, from which no After-Meaſures 
of Wiſdom or Prudence ran ever, it 
may be, diſengage us. 

When the Mind is over. bent by too 
ſtrong a Byaſs towards any worldly 
Good, the Iſſue indeed is likely to 4 
untoward; whatever turn it takes. In 
puſhing fr Succeſs, you will be apt to 
over-look many Things as conſiderable, 
as the Caſe depending can be. And Suc- 
ceſs it ſelf will not compenſate for the 
Miſchiefs arifing from ſuch Neglect 
In labouring your Point, perhaps more 
Pains are taken than Enjoyment it ſelf 
can anſwer, which is therefore over 
purchaſed, and the Surplus ſo given for 
it goes all to the Account of Loſs and 
Damage. It may be, that after much | 
þ ot matt rare rouble in looking 
ir, you finally miſcarry; and when you 
| have eaten the Bread ef | Carefulneſs | 
5 you find ĩt Call but Labour by 
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SE RM ON x1 
or elle, aſter a great deal of Anxictyand 
Struggle, many Viciſſitudes of Fortune 
and diverſe crofs Accidents, which: have 
caſt you back in your Meaſures, ' you 


come up with your: Point, when | Life 


is upon the Lee, and your Glafs'is almoft 
run out. Here then the Excurſions of 
your Deſire have made a wretched" Bar. 
gain for you; have led you all your 


283 


Days thro' the Mire and Drudgery of . 


the World, thro* a: tempeſtuous and 


ſtormy Seaſon, only to give you a M. 


ment's Calm and Sun-ſhine, juſt to ſet 


you upon your Legs in a paſſable and 
pleaſant Road, and then immediately to 


your Eyes in perpetual Darkneſs. ' Thus 


you become the Bubble of your own 
Paſſions; and by following an improper 
Scent. of Happineſs, you are led into a 
vain Shadow, which cheats you of the 


Subſtance, - and loſes r in a Wilderneſs 
of endleſs Fancies. RE 


The Man'of Aa ah Kisar 
as well as the gay Voluptuary, may 
each of them charge to his own Ace- 


caunt 3 ſeveral Infelicities under 


which 


SIE R'M © 


If the one cannot 
—— — not be. great e- 


nough, the third not fill his Appetite, 


or by over-charging ſurfeits it; the ori- 
ginal Cauſe of the ſeveral Miſchiefs 
which can be hence complain'd of, is 


clearly founded in the Exceſs and Intem- 
perance of their reſpective Paſſions. 
Would each of them labour to regulate 


the Exorbitance of their ſeveral De- 


mands, the Reaſon of their Complaints, 


muſt WN or be much abated. Would 


they labour as much to regulate, as they 


do to anſwer their infinite Cravings, the 
Succeſs of their Endeavours would be 


to chem, by a ſmoother Courſe 


more certain, as well as more ſatisfacto- 
ry; and yet upon the Foot of ſuch a 
Procedure, a competent Proviſion were 
as likely to be made for their reſpective 
Claims. For I know not how, nor 
whence it comes to paſs, but ſo it oſten 


falls out, that the Appetite and Ardor 


wherewith Men puſh. their ſeveral Pre- 
tenſions; lead them often into Miſchiefs 
which might have been avoided, and 
yet with the main Point as well ſecured 
„ and by 


doids ; - 4 


Tc I Et 


Tuboun to Men" of Hill; but Tame and 
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a cooler Condudt ü: 75 it beths pr 3. 


vidence of God, Which intetpoſes to | 


*& 


or 


- 


check ſuch overcheated Efforts; * 
ther amidſt the ſe veral 3 in the 
Buſtle and Crowd of Life, there be a 
Combination of Men to ſtop. his Paſ- 
1 who diſtinguiſhes himſelf by a 
ſeeming Reſolurion to force i it thro all 
Adventures; he Reſult is often obſerved 
to be, what it hith here been repreſent- 


ed. 280 true, is the wiſe Man's Retna 
in manifold Examples; Treturned, Git neces i ix. 
he) and ſaw under the” Sun, that the Nas 


is nat to the Swift, nor the Baile to he 


Strong, neither yet Bread to the ey: nor 


net Riches to Men "Utes eanding, g, nor yo! 


Chante happeneth to ihem all. This, tow? 
ever, is no Reaſon for laying aſide the 


Uſe of Means: but it is K* Reaſon for not 


depending upon too much fron then, 
for reſigning the Sueceſs of them; and 
for puſhing them with Moderati6h! 
This will at once conſult the Eaſe Anf 
Innocence of Life; will prevent lle 
Occaſions of es Diſquiet and of 
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S ERM ON XI. 
Guilt; and yet wal} bid as fair for. the 
Succeſs of any commendable Purſuit, as 
more anxious Deſire, more e 
Care, and more conſuming Labour. f 
| from this to our 

0 . 4 8 

Ks Second Cons 80 7 and rw 
Mankind in their ſeveral Dealings and 
Inter courſes with one another; there al 
ſo we ſhall find the ſame Root f Bitrer- 
2 ſpreading its fatal Branches thro? 
Life, and ſowering its Comforts with 
n Mixture of various 'Paſſions:....Self- 
Love is here the common Point they all 
concenter in; which tho, like, the reſt, 
in its Nature innocent and commenda- 
ble, yet is apt to exeed the Limitations 
dend for i it, and by graſping at too 
mach, to diminiſh the little g it 
might otherwiſe obtain for us. 

Whatever be the Miſchiefs which 
Contention and Strife give Birth to, 
whatever Damp can be caſt upon our 
Happineß, and whatever. Sting can be 
added to our Misfortunes, by Emula - 
tion and Wrath, Variance and Diſcord, 
or by the unkind and unfriendly Diſpo- 

1 


ve * cee 
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This now muſt produce a verrible Mi 


too önttat)? 


Finns With all che goed na card 
„ and 
mutual Love; che A Scenes Cr Lie 


en 1 5 D 


S E R 1 ON XI. 3 
ed, Malice, and Envy, 


able to the Account — Milbonddt 
under this ſingle Article. We over naue 
our own Pretenſions, and nuervulue 
the Claims of others: Who, tis likely, 

are even with us in the Error of — 
Calculate; and miſcompute as much in 
theirs, as W can do in outown Favour. 


reckoning 'at the Foot of che Acc 


and 'a great Gap will de left betweek | 
People, who' pull wich all their Might 
OG: »whil eit * con- 


fiders" tlie e e ee 


ing WOT IT IA: inn e 11 ni 


This Cap WI Won be auel ap with 
' foremetitioned Paſſions, and thus, 
being -bleffed with Peace — 


Offices cr Gentieneſs; 76 Me L 


are ifordet'd'by 4 perpetual Scramble, 
wherein dhe ſeveral 8 5 8 
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of their interfering Meaſures; eacli com- 
Plains of 3 Dur, 

:harge heal pa with new Re- 
pro k- Bird 2 . 1110 

Thus. Selklove, by! waving; 00 faſt 
5 4 precipitantl y, defeats its own 
Purpoſe, and miſſes its general Ai 


im of 
Happineſs, by fixing” too, intenſely; up- 
on ſome particular Point; of it, which 
others perhaps have fixed upon as well 
as we, and ſo we cannot adjuſt; the State 
of our reſpective Pretenſions. Hence 
we find ourſelves engaged inſenſibly in 
Rencounters and mutual Expoſtulat ions; 
in ill Wiſhes and ill Offices towards 
each other. This is the Fuel vchich feeds 
and pampers the whole Tribe of unſo- 
ciable Affections; and theſe (tis too well 


known) can make the ſeneeteſt Waters 


bitter, can deſtroy the Bleſſings of Peace 
and good Neighbourhood, and make 
each Man a Plague and Torment to 

It is not hard to trace the Ceaſe 0 
abe ſeveral; Miſchiefs which. flow. into 


himſelf, and. to all about him. 7+... 


n in khe Crowd? hd; Bitte 
,whoretortsithe 
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Sy have one F 
ot ſo eaſy to ſtop m 1 5 

nor to aſſign a Cure for them. 
Would reifonable Creatures Ager, in 


living up to their proper Character; 


ind in uniting together upon the 
Foot of a common Intefeſt 57 much 

would be gained by it towards this 
deſirable End. For then, as no Man 

would be injurious to another; no 
Man would fo! far over-ſtrain his 'own 
etenfions , as to cofnplain of 'Tnjus' 
ry Where he really had none. As each 
would wilh well to his Neighbour,; and 
receive in Return good "Wiſhes from 
him; all the pernicious Effects of Ha- 
tred and IIl- will of Anger, Ma 9 92 
Envy; muſt ceaſe in Courſe: As, all 


would /riue in Hunour to ——— | 


ther, the only Rivalſhip would be; 
who! Hould >be>moſt©;courteous; bli- 
ging and condeſoenſive: This Was the 


Nat. for which eee us, and E 


till meas it for us, if we do not diſ- 
qualify Gurſel ves for His gra it Ous Pur- 
poſe, by contracting Diſpoſitions, repugs: 
nant; to ĩt. Than Nun do not now en⸗ 
. joy 


5Untain-Head. Bi then 2 


radiſe of Peace and Love, is no Way 


vernment and Miſeondult of human 
Paſſrons. For even this World of Trou- 
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joy the full Effects of his merciful De- 
ſign concerning us, and dwell in a Pa- 


chargeable to the original Scheme of 
Divine Providence; but to the Miſgo- 


ble and of -witl Confuſion would not 
appear in ſuch an unamiable and ghaſtly. 
Form, if the Reaſon which God hath 
given us were exerted in a proper Man- 
ner, upon the Oocaſions and Incidents 
we encounter in it. So that we owe to 
ourſelves, or to Men hke ourſelves, moſt 
of the Diſorders in Life which make it 
miſerable; whereas an uniform A dhe- 


rence to the Rl of Duty: which God 


hath appointed for us, would produce 
— as it much to an 


tage. | oy! | 
But to aki denne ee the 


Concurrende of all is necefſary, which 
is not likely to be gain'd to it, cho“ it 
be manifeſtly a commun Intereſt.” Hor 


whilſt ſome are ih View of obtain 


taining 


more à good deal than a ie Drbpor- 
tion in ahis oommon Intereſt, they will 


* 
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V ever puſhiag hard to dome at it, and 
will find, or ney in themſelves ſuffi- 
eient Merit to juſtify even their wildeſt 
Claims. And what chen ſhall any ſin- 
gie Ferſon do, or how fhall he behave 
whowould! live welt with the World, 
and preſerve the Peace of it; but meets 
wick many in the World, who will get 
live well -with him, nor cultivate! the 
like Diſpoßtions, towards N 2 8 
hood and Humanity? 

af eee _ s Eiquiey will 
us to. f 


Pty. ch { , 7 


ies Men in 222 ſeveral Deatings 


perſonat "Capanities, 


and Pond to oxumitic; whether, if the 


Social e will not foroifh us weich 


frat: will not hetp/f i it. They dolls 


I they cannot cart Iii. 
Let the Leſſons of 'Modefty; keck. 
i; and Patience be well imbibed ; and 


od seid e as N 


one another, HO 


teſs wilt in a great Meafure relieve yay 


ler eg be feen whether che Reaſon 


r 1 


of the Complaint will not he much as. 


bated. The World, we'll ſay, is inju- 


rious and unfriendly to us. it may be 


fo; nor are the Effects of Ignorance and 
Perverſeneſs to be much onde at: 
But Modeſty 1 pirkahs'® onld ij | N 
to charge 4: little of this 25 11 2 


upon our own. —— a Meonſs 
would ſtrike off a little more from it 


becauſe it would cover ſome Part of 1 
and not ſpy out the hoe in its fulleſt 
Dimenſions. Patience would defend us 


againſt the Sting of Provocation, and 


prevent its enter ing us with any Depth. 


And with all theſe Abatements, We might 


grievous Injuries. 
leſs apt to judge R 


find a good Deal of Eaſe and of Support; 
under à Senſe; a _ Senſe, :of-theimoſt 
l We ſho uld then be 


Method af dealing with, them;andicons 
ta be more free from rhe 
Miſchiels ubich wall -always:followiups 
on drawing the Saw of reciprocal Con- 

tention. For if in the firſt —— the 


5 Iqury was ſo hardly born with „how 


7 


Mall we be able to bear it in a ſecon 
Now we may I aſſufeounſeives, | 
1 2 4 5 that 


£ | 


I n 
be 6 68. * 
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zond; ; flkce he O Ws unjuſt enough 
to bo che Aggreſſor, will make no Con- 
ſeience of continuing and repeating his 

uſtice, if We favour him with the 
| Plea of what _—_— be e a Trupo 
cation. Enn 

I am ſpeaking now _ fuck IojuRtice; 
as the Magiſtrate cannot vindicate. And 
Inſtances enough there are of ſuch In- 
juſtice to try our Patience, and our 
Prudence too; as indeed our Patience 
under them is our trueſt Prudence; and 
our Contempt of them, perhaps the 


moſt efectual, but certainly the ſafe W, 


indeed the only. innacem Revenge. 
From a different Conduct, the Con- 


ſequences are ſo terrible, and ſo deſtru- 


aive to the real Intereſts of human So- 
ciety, that every orderly Member of it, 
who means the World ſhould not be the 
worſe for him, will avoid with all Di. 
ligence the one and the other If he 
gains not the Point in Vie with him, 
when he hath purſued it within the” 
Rules of Decency and Juſtice; it wil 
be n frikiis baſe and Intereſt to ſix 
. U 13 dosen 


rn to 1 9 pas 42 
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down content Wich his Diſappointment 
than to feſter his Wound by furious 
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Agitations, and wamanly Diſoompoſures. 
If he receives an Injury whereiche muſt 
either be his on Avenger, ort have none 

in preſent; he muſt needs be ſenſible, 

how unfit it is that he ſhould compute 
for himſelf the Meaſure of his Deſervings, 
or the Ryartium of a juſt Reparation, 
where Self is intereſted; and wirhal he 


tion for his firſt ill Treatment he will 


probably find it repeated to him in a fe- 
cohd Example: So that except he tould 
cruſh his Adverſary (from which, if it 
were in his Power, Compaſſion and 
Greatneſs of Soul ſhould reſtrain him) 
it were always better to agree with him, 
to keep at leaſt out of his Hay, and to 
have as little as poſſible to do with 


Length, and to reciprocate ill Offices, 


as faſt and as oſten as Opportunities 
Will give Leave, 3 8: View, 0 Unnatu- 
ral, a Practice ſo diſpleaſing to God; ſo 
fatal to our own, and to the cannon 
Hos: of _ A in Which his Pro- 

5 3 vidence 
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age lr, us Math aby 88a ef hi 


or ber. 

We have now obſerved in ſever: In- 
ſtances which have here been pointed 
to, how much the Regulation of our 


” * * * 


leading Paſſions would contribute to 


the Ornament and Comfort of human 
Life; What a large Proportion of our 
Complaints would be ſtruck off b 1 
how well and eaſily it would quali 


to bear the Suſpence and Uncertainty. 85 | 


our ſeveral Purfuits; how it would pre- 
vent the il! Conſequences of thaſe mu- 


tual Interferings and Rencounters, which 


engage us in Broits and Contentions 
with one another; how by a ſoft Re- 
ception of Tnjtiries it would teach us to 
weaken the Force, and to blunt the 
Edge of them; and how. by Content 


Dity to the ent, ot of his Intereſt in the 


rn 
2 - 's 5 


and Patienee, to weather the Storms of 


Affliction and Diſappointment. 


For it is indeed very certain, that the | 
ſeverul Miſchiefs which moſt infeſt | 16, 


have their Sting ſharpened or th hem by 
our Paſſions; that they could hurt 1 


3 9 
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very little, if they had not a mit. 
in our own Boſom and Bowels to af- 
ſiſt in their Attacks upon us; upon the 
whole, that moſt of our Complaints. are 
chargeable upon our Follſes. 
But is it then within the Power of 
Reaſan,, Philoſophy, or Religion, to 
exempt a Man from the ordinary Condi- 
tion of human Life, and quite to free 
him from the Troubles of it? Are there 
not manifold and variaus Evils to be 
named in it, Which as no Degree of 
Prudence could have prevented, ſo no 
Mleaſures of Patience * utterly; ſub- 
due the Senſe of them? Doth not the 
Providence of God mean often to refine 
the Droſs of his faithful Ser vants, in 
the Furnace of Affliction, which could 
not anſwer (it may be thought) the De- 
fign of Heaven, if 5 Pas Qs Suſe, 
no Feeling of it? eee 
The Anſwer to cheſs Queries, vil 
lead us to our i A 


A cps 6: niet: and lit Math 
. To take our Yiew. of 1 3s in A 
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Here every querulous P paſſion would 


be dumb and dormant, if our Reaſon o 


Religion were ſuffered to have its pro- 

per, or indeed Single any: Influence 

For, 115 Hirn 
5 the ene Of Life 


may. be; when once we are ſenſible that 
they are all the Diſpenſations P 


fa wiſe 
and gracious Providence, there can be 
no more Room for Complaint and Mur- 
mur, than there can be in any painful 
Methods of Medicine, intended to heal 
and cure us. It is not in either Caſe ex- 
petted, that we ſhould not feel the Pain; 
tho! the more we rage and fret at it, the 


more painful it will be, and the leſs ef+ 


fectual. Our Duty i in this, as general - 

qther Caſes, is our apparent Inter- 
ſt ;. and c our Submiſſion is at onee a Le- 
nitive, which Will aſſwage our Grief, and 
the expreſs Proof of our Reſignation to 
the Will of Heaven. And then the In⸗ 
ſtruments Which ſhall be uſed in theſe 
Methods of chaſtiſing us, will encoun- 
ter es; of. our Refentment, hen it is 
bh conſider d 
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Teeth with it. 
will behave in another Manner; and a 


ir configns them to their proper Judge 


Barth to roach them; and may very 


8 ERM ON M. 
conſider d, to what and to 40hoſe wie 
Purpoſes they are ſeverally ſubſervient. 


A Dog will bire indeed à Stone which 
js rhrown/ er dig ill he breaks his 


But a ruaſonubie Creature 


Chriſtian will exert and will exem 

the Power of his Religion; upon fuch 
Occaſions; he will eonfider, and ſuy, as 
ale, Saviour did to Plate upon a ile 
Exigence, Thos contdeft have no Power 
ar all againſt me, except it were given ther 
from abvye. This indeed doth no way 
excuſe: the Inſtruments, where they are 
free Agents in the Milchief; but then 


in Heaven, when there is none upon 


fitly filence in the Interim, the over- 
hafty nds of a vindictive Spitit. 

In fine, Religion is manifeſtly intend. 
ed for our Eaſe and Happineſs, and a 
Senſe of our Dependence upon its holy 
Author hath a notorious Tendency to 


brighten the Enjoyments, and to ſoften 


the Infelicities of our preſent State. All 
the Tumulte aan Yiforders, which paſs 
within 
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vichin our n Brraſts, and either 


four” nf 
nner of Life, might find from rhis one 
Reſource either a Lenitive of a Cu- 

Its further Proſpects enter not with 
riet Propraery into our 
ment. But if it takes out the" Sting 
from thoſe Caſualties and Miſidven. 
tures. which here befal us; if it leaves 


that Happineſs, which will always ariſe 


from the Government of our ſeveral 
Paſſions, pretty much within our Power; 
and gives us beſides fair Chances for a 
competent Share in the other Bleſſings 
of this World ; the Infidel himſelf can- 


not doubt, bur au ths Hope from ano- 


ther doth 1 


the Sinner's. 


Hereafter there conn be #6: Compariſon, 


and even here, upon àn impartial Efti- 
mate, there can be Ble Room for it. 


God of his infinite Mercy grant, that 


wwe may ſee and follow the Things 


which belong to our Peace before they 
be hid from our Eyes. 
| D which End, let us humbly beſeech him, 
who alone can order the unruly Wills 


1s, Or nagt the Micfor- 


preſent Argu- 


and 
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in à very lively” Manner 
12. the repining, diſcontented 
Thoughts, which even gœod 
Men are apt to harbour in chelvBreaſtsy 

I | | 1 | | * 


HE plalm repreſents to ug 
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upon. obſerving the Proſperity which 
ſometimes attends the Wicked ; 1 the 
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and ſubſtantial 5 : 4s; * 
they find it not the! Portion of their own 


cluſions upon the Province of God, 
ze did not enough diſtinguiſh his 
faithful Servants by his favourable Deal- 
ings towards them. Net a truly good 
Man will ſoon recover out of the Sur- 
prize imo which theſe Obſervations may 
on tlie fudden hurry him; and will fook 
round the Caſe before he Hnally pro- 
nounces of it. When he goes mts the 
Sanitary of God, and there conſiders 
the Methods of his Government, he 
will find, that neither the Feliciry of 
the Wieked, nor the Neſtitution o 
Righteous, | are Caſes fo fure in Act, 
nor ſo frequently to he met with, 
he was apt to imagine; that C | 
of thi Kiod;are- > te imac, 20d mW * 


made 
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male upon errbacoys El ö 
thoſe Appearances of Hapoines * 


EY 


miſlead hin in bes Calculations; amo . 
always what they feces to be, do nat 


per form hat they promiſe, nar anfwier 


up to Eapektstion. Here & then an 


Error at ſetting out; his firſt Principle 


is Wrong, and ſo muſt thereſore be all 


the Inferences he draws from it. e 


1 Da aſs ow 2 i D997 1 It 


4 HG 11. 3510 


1 8 vpon this Way of 


Reaſoning, that its very Foundation is 


n and .- e of 7 
grieved at ping ii 21 Fase gl 
Viſiu, un nion of Fancy, when: n 
ſuch Thing as Happineſs doth really at- 
tend m. e W 11 2d Þ DOWN 


— * _ 
1 } Oiisbnnon Nia 963 


3 


1 Upon > Guppdfal; that, in 
ſane; knfllances! at loaſt, his Qbfer vation 


may: be, night and Juft;- chat the good 


Things of Life are no and then in he 


Sinners Poſſeſſion; L ſhall themendea vom 


te giyg you ſome Acconnt.of this Mat- 
1 a 80 aloar the: Frovidence of 


God 


1 a two-fold Error eomm 


ns Ne ws a V «Com 2 ee 
us againſt 1 it; if, I ay; the Premiſſes are 


oſten in Point of Fact miſtaken and 


the Concluſion graſt 
always erroneous; the wliole Argument 


muſt needs be chroughout fallaciousg che 
Objection hence. ſtarted againſt Pro- 


\idence; muſt be weak and frivolobs; 
any Deſpondencies the good re 
ſink into from it muſt be imputed to 

bis Frailty;asany Encouragements which 
the Sinner may derive from it; muſt: be 


5 charged e Pr err Sos N aß 
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I. Hiſt, 1 degli with ler inc chat 


the very Foundation of this Reaſoning 


is often Faulty, and the Proſperity of the 


unguuhy, which the good Man is grieved 


at ſeeing, is a mere Dexeptio Viſus, an II- 
luſion of Fancy, hen no ſuch thing as 
Happineſs doth really attend them. 


I might here premiſe, that there. i 
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In this Eſtimate, through too great a 
Proneneſs in Men of ſevere é retired 
Thoughts to cenſure the moſt innocent 


indulge them. This Cenſure regulated 
by charitable and ſober Meaſures would 
ſtrike perhaps a round Number out of 
the Account, from which the Calcula: 
tions are made of the Wicked in great 
Proſperity; ſince the Perſons thus wick- 
ed i in the Sight of Men, are, it may be, 
in the Mag meat of God, as upright 
and harmleſs as their unfriendly Cen- 
ſors. But when theſe are ſtruck out of 
the Eſtimate, tho? the Number hence 
may be a good deal abated; yet Inſtances 
will ſtill be left which cannot be dif 
puted, of notorious Sinners, who pro- 
ſper in the World, who increaſe in Riches, 
a in the ſeveral Ingredients which 

into the Compoſition - of worldly 
Fe pg Yet then, even here, where 
the Character of the Perſon cannot be 
queſtioned, | the Quality of his Condi- 
tion is often miſtaken; for a Man at laſt 


„ 
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and allowable Liberties of Life, and to 
pronounce the Perſons ungodly who. 


may be very unhappy amidſt all the Libe- 


395 


306 


rali ities an I 3 ha re 


ewith For- 


tune can favour him. No Man knows 
what paſſes within the Retirements of 
another's Breaſt ; the anxious Feats, the 


corroding Cares, the gloomy. Preſages, 


the ſtinging Reflexions, the ſad Ap- 
prehenſions of various Sorts, which 


may laſh and wound and mortify him 


in the deep Silence of the Night, or in 
the ſecret Chambers of his Heart. The 
Part in his Circumſtances which is gay 
and ſplendid attracts and dazzles the 
Eye of a tranſient Spectator; who looks 
not beyond fine Appearances, and gueſſes 


that all is as well within, as it ſeems to be 


without; where yet perhaps there is a 


Wound unobſerved by others, which 


preys upon the Peace and Quiet of his 


Soul, and leaves all his orher Comforts 
| taſteleſs and jejune to him. 


The whole Extent and Compaſs of 
any Man's Affairs, the Impreſſions they 
make upon him, and the differ ent Senti- 
ments of Joy or Sorrow wherewith he 
entertains them, are generally confined 
to his own perſonal Knowledge and Per- 
0 of them; as it 18 ce man 

ble 
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ble they ſhould be throughly. known, 


where they are not felt. Yet upon Cir- 


cumſtances thus unknown to all but him- 


ſelf the preciſe Meaſures of his Felicity do 


at laſt depend. Let him then be ſur- 
rounded to any Degree conceivable, with 


outward Advantages; yet if there be a 
Thorn in any of them unſeen by the 


World, but painful to his own Senſe 
and Feeling, the reſt will but little avail 
to his real Happineſs. The reſt, it may 


be, ſeem to thoſe who have N not, 


to contain in them very many Ingredi 
ents of what the World calls Happineſs; 
but to thoſe who have them, who are 


accuſtomed to them, and who are fully 


activainged with the utmoſt Amount of 
them, they convey no more of real Sa- 
tisfact ion, than what is enjoyed by ſuch 


as have them not, from the different 


Advantages which thoſe others ſtand 


poſſeſſed off. 
The Emptineſs of worldly Good, and 
its utter Inſufficiency to anſwer. the end- 


leſs Cravings of our ſeveral Deſires, be- 
tray themſelves in nothing more, than 


in that general Imagination which ſeems 
9 to 
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to haunt all Orders of Men among us, 
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that if they had ſomewhat which they 
have not, ſomewhat which they ſee o- 
thers have, and fancy themſelves to 
want, all would be well and. eaſy with 
them; when yet thoſe others are not 
more eafy than themſelves, but are 
teazed with the ſame incurable Imagina- 


tion, the ſame Leanneſs of Soul, the 


ſame Diſſatisfaction for want of ſome- 
what which they have not, or for ſome 
unpleafing Circumſtance in what they 
have, which ſpoils perhaps their! Reliſh 
of all the abr N ARES can oe in 


M | 


'T Apes not * of thoſe viſible and 
glaring Misfortunes, which are often 
obſerved to mix with, and to checquer 


the Felicities of a State, otherwiſe proſ- 


perous and gouriſhing: Since theſe 
would croſs upon our preſent Suppoſi- 


tion, which puts the Caſe of Wicked 


Men, appearing to abound in all the 
Comforts of Life; to come into no. Miſ- 


fortune like” other Folk, nor to be plagued 


like other Men. But what 1 would ſay 
is At that ag here, as well as 
in 


= 8 E R M 0 N XII. 
in other In 


ſtander, tho a Domeſtick, it may be, 


and a Friend, perceives no Ailment; no 


Cauſe of Complaint. This is a com- 


mon Caſe, which ſtands verified by Ex- 


perience in manifold Examples. Now 
there is more Reaſon to expect, that this 
ſhould be the Lot of the Yicked, even 
when Appearances ſeem moſt to favour 
them, than of any Perſons in the World 
beſides them. 

The Providence of God renders it or- 
dinarily a very juſt and fit Expectation, 


ances differ widely from 
Realities ; and a great deal may be felt 
by the unhappy Patient, where a By- 
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that the bright Side of their Fortune 


ſhould have a dark one to ſhade it; leſt 
they ſhould proceed in their preſumptu- 
ous Practice without any Remembran- 
cer, that there is 4 God, who judgeth in 
the Earth. So that there is room e- 
nough to ſuppoſe, where we cannot ſee 
It, that they carry about with W n a 
Scourge and an Avenger. 
And from the Reaſon of Things, i it is 


more credible of them, than of any other 


Perſons, (whatever their outward Con- 
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rantes repreſent it. ; 
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ition may ſeem to be) that it ĩs not real · 
ly ſo ſmooth and flouriſhing as Ap bp. 


For the common Iſſues of Life: are un- 
conteſted Evidences of its great Uncer- 
tainty. So that they muſt go hence, 
they are ſure, in a very little Time, and 
leave whatever can be thought their Hap- 
pineſs behind them. And they muſt go 
hence into a State for which the Caſe as 


put ſuppoſes them to have made no 


Manner of Proviſion, with all the con- 


ceivable Degrees of Probability, that they 


are to live for ever in it, and with an 
utter Inpoſſibility of ſecuring themſelves 


againſt a Danger of this vaſt Impor- 


trance: The Senſe- of which were alone 
enough to denominate their Condition 


exceedingly unhappy; with every other 


Circumſtance of Life in their Favour. 
Now if this Apprehenſion doth no Way 


affect them: yet if there be infinite Rea» 


ſon Why it ſhould affect them; if the 
Enjoyment they take in the Felicities of 


Fortune can no way be accounted for, 


Ry by: res 1 ai of all 
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iſe mink Forecalh* * if a Man may 


I truly pronounced vhhappy with ex- 


* > 
e 
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treme, (tho” unſeen) Miſery at his El- 


bow, juſt re⸗ dy to befal and cruſh him; 
this, I think, is ſo clearly the Caſe of 
the Ungodly, that no good Man ſhould 


ge, howſoever gawdy or ſumptu- 
ous, — the Way they are taking 


leads them to Deſtruction, and muſt for 


ever baniſh them from the Preſence of the 
Lor d, | and fr om the Glory of his Power. 4 


| We ſuppoſe the Senſe: of all this to 


be at preſent not very pungent nor un- 
eaſy to them; ſince, if it were fo, they 
might a would arm againſt it. But 
ſtill an Extremity.of Danger, whether 


em the Accommodations of their 


perceived or not, repreſents a Man's Af. 


fairs as in a very untoward Poſture, 
and indeed as the worſe a great deal for 
that Want of Apprehenſion which ſhould 
apprize him of it, and ſollicir his En- 
deavours to guard againſt it. 
58 o to der ah © Proſperity 0 of the 
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vidence, 
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7 vidence, it ſhould: be oved in a ichelr 
Favour, not only that — have this or 
that Accommodation in Life, which 
might go a good Way towards the Hap- 
5 pinefs of ſome other Perſons; but that 
upon the whole of their Caſe, upon a 
full Survey of it in all its Circumſtances, 
reſpecting as well their probable: \Prop- 
pelis, as their preſent Enjoyments, it 
ſhould be proved, I ſay, that upon fuch 
a View of their Condition it may be 
fairly entitled happy * ; Which for the 
. e given I am Ai it can never be. 
Io account however for thoſe Ap- 
pearances of Felicity, which the Sinner, 
in ſome Inſtances is found poſſeſſed of, 
you will give me Leave to enter upon a 
Aer Diſcuſſion a a under wy 


II. e e ad; to 9 before | 
ö you diverſe Conſiderations , which may 
clear the Providence of God from all 
Reproach and Miſconſtruction in it. 
1, Fit then, I deſire it may. be con- 
gder-d as à View very fit and reaſonable, 
that ſome Room ſhould be bt fo be 


*'Tis ue 62h 1 


he. Lad 


ſent Corredti 


poſſile to avoid it; 


important 


ged wit 


port Ends wank be — — if hs pu- 
niſhment of Sin did in every: Inſtance 
immediately attend it. There could be 
no Proof of our Faith, if the inviſible 


World were naked aud open to us, or 
(which were in Effect the ſame Thing) 
if the Hand of divine Vengeance ſhould 
always 3 ſtretchꝰd cut for the pre- 


ing, in this Caſe, would ſuperſede Be. 


on of each Miſdeed. See 
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Opera ; ions of B, for the "Tridls of 


lieving'; ; whereas the Bleſſing of our Lord 


is entailed moſt emphatically u upon thoſe 
2 eee Joh. xx. 19. 


who' have not ſeen, and het ha 
The Reaſon of the Preference ſeems t 
be this; that no Thanks can with any 
Colour be claimed by the Man who 
gives into a Perſuaſion, when it is im- 
whereas a Man, who 
preſerves his Mind in a State of Open- 
neſs and Readineſs for the Reception of 


proper. Character, 
| and 


'ruths, ſupported, we ſup- 
poſe, by ſufficient Evidence, yet clog - 
ſome Difficulties, and encoun- 
| ter d OE various — (xhis Man I 


in this World, as it is deſigned to 


+ ' 
and 10 r due et of his reaſon- 
able Nature, ſtands fairly entitled to the 

Fraiſe and Recompence of ſo wiſe a 
1 2 — here apparent, that any 
ſhould: turn — — 05 Faith into 
the Evidence of Sight would leave no 
Room for the Operations of the form 
and ſo that Teſt of our Reaſon miami 
entirely be loſt and ſunk, which conſiſts 
in the Wiſdom of believing upan fit and 

rational Motives of Perſuaſion. __ 
Ihe fame, a good deal, is the Caſe of 
Howes ; which would have as little Trial 


in the next, if the Scourge hung always 
over us, ready to laſh us for each Exams 
oo of our Departure from it. 

The moſt adventurous Sinner would | 
ia be daunted, and deterred from 
his preſumptuous Practice by various 
Regards of preſent Inconvenience, were 
he bene ſure of encountring ſuch In- 
convenience, were it confeſfedly and 
conftantly entailed upon his Sin with- 
out. ene one Exception. And yet 


Sin would ſtill in war 


and would burn the —— ä 
in, for being outwardly reſtrainedl. 80 
that the Views of Providence, Which 
are intended to meliorate and ſanctify 
our Nature, would to no Degree be an- 
ſwer'd by ſuch Methods of Govern- 
ment, as ſhould only affect our exteriur 
Deportment, without reaching the Foun- 
_ tains of Action, or exempliſying- the 
Truth of our imer Parts. 
That Firmneſs of our Minds avkich 
enables us to make a Stand againſt pre- 
ſent Impreſſions, in Hope of a future Re- 
compence, is the juſt and proper Com- 
mendation of Virtue; which would loſe 
the Applauſes to which it ſtands hence 
entitled, if, inſtead of Hopes and Fears, 
whoſe reſpective Objects are unſeen and 
diſtant, it were governed by feb ble aan ; 
be os. hack of Tony! nent or Re 
Nor would ahead Liberty of tk, 
which enters eſſentially into the Cha- 
racter of Virtue, be preſerved entire to 
it, if Sin and Puniſbment did immediate. 
n MY ay; OT attend Te! vidio 
1 Some 
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Some Fears ions nanitatly are which 
will-over-bear-at-once our Freedom and 
our Reaſon, Which will take from us 

the Poſſeſſion of bur ſelves, and leave 

us not Maſters of our own Conduct. 

The Civil Lau therefore very wiſely al- 

lows'a Terror which is culßclent to out- 
brave a Man of Conſtancy and .Cou. 

rage, Metus qui tadere in conſtuntem vi- 
rum polſit, allows, I ſay, ſuch a Terror 

to paſs in Excuſe of any Miſadventure 

flowing from it. Upon the ſame Rea- 
fon and Equity, a Man loſes his Title 
to the Praiſe and Recompence of any 
Virtue, into which he is frightned by a 
Terror of equal Magnitude. So that if 
he reſiſts a Temptation becauſe he ſees 
immediate and certain Vengeance en- 
tailed upon a Compliance with it, he is 
not properly Maſter of his Conduct in 
that Particular, he hath no Time to de- 
liberate; and his Forbearance proves no 
more of his Wiſdom or Virtue, than 
what we aſcribe to a Man, when we 
only ſay of him, that he is not directly 
mad; as he manifeſtly would be, ſhould 
he ruſh — immediate and apparent 
20 | Ruin. | 


W ey ee, 1 6 


veep that with 


SND 
Ruin. Thus far then 


+ P 


to be fit and reaſonable, — — 785 


W and ſome Reſpite ſhould! be in. „ 


* n the Puniſbm 


Kan — that ſome yo 


pearances of worldly” Happineſs" ſhould 


be found now and then in ale Zinner? 
| Foſſeſßon. Wee, 143 N eee ee AS a 


2. Secondiy, 1 


the Reaſons juſt giver 
»Per and Inconvenient; the Sinner 


prox ; 
muſt. Se wilt have his Chaneess in the 


ble of Life, muft and will ſect 


to himſelf more (it may be) than a com- 
mon Share'i in the Pelickies of Fortune. 


He hays out, *tis likely, all the Pow 
of his Mind in the Purſuit of them, em- 
ploys all his Skill and # all his Ditigenc 
in his Endeavours 
quick in eſpying his . daes 
ready to puſh} it; ſuffers himſelf to be 


— with all this Taduftry: 


out duch an Tnterpoſa 
from the Hand of Providence, as; for 
, would be im- 


check'd by no Reſtraints of Honour or 
Juſtice, of Religion or Virtue. / | 


eee 
1535 Proportion ; 


. ——— — — 6 - 
1. —— r 
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Proportion of human Prudence; he vill 
then. have all the Likelihood, of Things | 
to favour his Pretenſions z:and,, as he is 
ei. repreſented: wiſer in his Generarion than 
the: Children of Light, his Suc 
be more frequent than they are ob- 
OY ſeryable, if the moſs High 4 not rule 
in the Kingdom of Men, who diſpoſeth 
„ * ook hell the Race 10 the ſwift, nor the 
Batili to the ſtrong, neither yet. Bread to 
the wiſe, nor yet Riches 10. Men of Under- 
ſtanding, nor yet Favour o Men of Skill; 
Prov.xvi. hut When the Lot is thrown into the Lap, 
885 reſerves. to himſelf the whole. Diſpoſal 
thereof: I fay, did not the inviſible 
Checks of Providence often croſs upon 
the Deſigns and Endeavours of the Wic- 
ed, they are frequently ſo laid and-con- 
certed, that they could not well .miſs 
their-Aim. For unfit, by the way, as 
it is, that theſe. Interpoſals. ſhould 5 
too glaring or conſtant, it is no leſs unfit 
that they ſhould be wholly, wanting. 
But now by that wiſe and becoming 
Temper which is actually obſerved in 
the Order of God's: Government, our 


Faith and our Virtue, have their Ex- 
105101 ereiſe 


3 an a abſolute Reliance 


"Ning — — * ther Oun 


_Habitation are in the Hands of 4 — 


rior Power; yet ſtill this Remembrance 
4; not ſo fore 

he hath much a Mind to it he may drop 
it, he hath his Liberty, and may govern 
his Perſuaſions and his Actions by other 
Meaſures. Virtue hath rational Induce- 


ments 


thods of Violence, as inconſiſtent with 


its Genius and Character, are not ap 
plyd to it. he \ 

ſometimes left to the natural Reſults of 
their own Genius and Application; and 
ſometimes advanced to a Station of E- 
minence; and only that their Ruin 
may be the more conſpicuous by their 
oy from it. _ (ſaith our 


them down; into „ee, How: are 


ny — 


d upon him, but that if : 


and fit Encouragements to back 
it; but eee Terrors and Me- 


icked therefore 1 


en en be prefumed, that the great Searcher 0 


wakeſ, thow ſhalt deſpiſe-their' 

But though ſome ſignal Rxatnptes"of 
Ven ngeance may now and then be re- 
quilite to keep up, or to retrieve 
in Mankind a Senſe of their Depen 
dence * man who: yg 1 ＋ n 
| —— Thirdly, A nh Reaſon, who | this | 
is not the conſtant Proceſs of the divine 
Councils, is that our preſent State is 
deſigned not fo much for Retribution, as 
for Trial; - and: conſequently What beſt 
anſwers to the latter Purpoſe, is the 
Ftteſt Portion for us. Now the Ends of 
Trial may be conſulted as effectually, in 
2 Station of Proſperity, as in a Poſt of Ad- 

wer/ity; ſince each hath its proper Tem- 
| — to it, which, upon 
Proof may exemplify the Firmneſs or 
Weakneſs of our ſeveral Virtues. And 
in all Reaſon and Decency it ought to 


| Hearts is-the ftteſt Judge which of the 


prove chem.” Sorh that from his allotting 
| "Ty 


the Wickel can 2 — pan 

ran; 1 àgainſt the Pre 
of God, re it could thence 
cludedþ that he is either 
or atoloweſt, ſtands -# 
ereſts of Holir 


. 


* 


er to the In- 


is conſidered, that this World is inte 
ed for nothing more nor -farther tha an 
4 State of Trial, ihwhich Adverſity ma 


: approve æhe Graces of his faithful Ser . 
wants, h r ww foil {and | 


Subjetts, 0 eie 4. 87099 


The * Scabe l is 8 1 : 


Mm State of exact Retributim from the 
Hand of Providence: We ſhould eaſily 


fall inte a —— that we have no. ; 


10 ee V 
conſtant — 
vo L. II. 


Lover of "Sin 


neſs; But neither" "of 
theſe Conſequences will follow when ie 


— Reaſon yer bach 2 80 
that hence We ſhould grow more at- 

tach d: to the World, more devoted to 
ins Cares, more afraid of its Misfortunes, 
and more ford: of its Enjoyments, than 
the Intereſts of Virtue will in any wiſe 
ermit; which: therefore would ſuffer 
more deeply by ſuch a Sort of Regard, 
than by any Appearances of Negle& or 
Coldnels to them. For when God un- 
dertakes avowedly to puniſh, the . 
he inflicts, it may be reaſonably pre- 
ſumed, will he real and ſ ubltantial Mie 
chiefs, Wat witli all poſſible Care and 
Diligence we ſhould endeavour to avoid: 
In like Manner, when he profeſſedly en- 
ters upon the Diſpenſation of his Re- 
wards, the good Things he diſtributes, 
it may as fairly be conceived, will be 
ſolid and important Bleſſings; ſuch as 
will deſerve the Employment of all our 
aduſtry and Application to ſecure "them. 
80 19g if his · Rewards and 
AS. are. 1 to > coaſt in the 
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and mortify ? 5 the t 1 7 
4. "Pourebh); Therefore, aid) finally, 
it is hence apparent, if there were no 


poſitive Declarations extant from him 


concerning it, that God hath: in Reſerve 
Day wherezn* he will judge the World 
with the exaQeſt Righteouſneſs , and re- 
ward us all according to our Deeds: It 
follows, I fay, as a certain Conſequence 


Advetſity dh Proſperity in this pre- 
ſent Life; that there muſt and will be 


2 Life beyond it, in which the Righre- | 


zufneſs' of our holy Judge will perfectly 
clear up the Honour of Fs Governivient, 
and' fignalize his 1 Regard 

to his Laws. % 
Wherefore, Ko ihk 28. no proper 
Place for an exact Diſtribution F Pu- 
niſhments or Rewards; ſince the eſta. 


WIT Oiler 1 Tis Lark the bY . 
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Weed "he 3 Char — . Nelk 
gion moſt labours to depreciate; and to 
juſtify that Affection for them, which 

it is 'the Buſineſs of Vine" ſuppreſs 


from the promiſcuous Diſtribution" of 
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_ and; diſconcerted;; by-any:runiform-ot 
diſtinguiſh'd Interpoſals of Providence 
in the Correction of Sin; ſince the Er 
— of our Faith, the Trial of our 
Virtue, and the Aberty of our Act ions, 
would all be precluded by ſuch a Me- 
thod of Adminiſtration; theſe, 1 think, 
are Reaſons ſufficient why. no ſuch Me- 
thod is taken in the Government of the 
World, and will vindicate all the ſeem- 
ing Inequalities en are to be * 
1 7 ſince they . e open to 
the View of the future Retribution, — 
iber we ſhould finally refer all the Dif. 
ficulties we meet with in conſidering or 
adjuſting the Dealings of Providence. 
At the Concluſion ef this great and en- 
tangled Plot, the ſeveral Parts of it will 
appear unravell'd, with all the Beauty 
of the Deſign, and all the Wiſdom of 
the Execution. | 

Mean while from an . 9 OI 
and a proſpect ſo reaſonably founded, 
the Wicked may be taught to abate of 
their Preſumption, and the Righteous te to 
1 wp their Hearts Above Deſpondency.. 


wa wa +4 n 


their Safety, cor eludes them, We 
ſeen, 5 under the greater Danger. As 
ent: Diſcouragements of 'theother, 


* 


inſtead of miniſtring any fartker Occa- 
ſion to their Fears, may be improved 
into a Reaſon for the wo of their 


bri g hteſt _ 


* . I, 5 15 CG | i 
dealt out to. 88 Zur: the 
Far. is; the "aft: Ola of Per- 


naciouſly * W thick Fn Scruples or 
Complaints. Even when ws Heſb 
and * Heart faileth, they ſhould know 
ſhould remember, that God is the 
55 of their Heart, and thei 


g come, when ſuch as forſake him ſball 17 
— And therefore we all may ſafely r 
in che wiſe Concluſion of our holy: — 


miſt, that it is good for us to hold us Jef | 


2 


e of mai ns ot 
a0 of Feat any Argument for 


Por- 
| zon for ever. For aſſuredly the Day will 
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HE Words T have read to 
vou contain the Deſign of 
1 the whole Epiſtle; kd if it 
were not too great a Tref. 
paſs upon the Rules which Cuſtom hath 
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ſome of his Effects. The eee won 


eing to meet at Rom with St Pal, yhen 
a Fan for the © Ca or Chriſt,” be- 


It U was a Rule! in thoſe 8 ey invio- 
lable, that 45 primal: Repentance cancell d 
all preceding. Guilt : So that what G 
was ſuppaſed already to have pardoned, 


Man might with the more won and 


Decency be requeſted to forgive." 
Appeaſing the Maſter's pri eee 


and opening the Seryant's Wa to a fa- 
N vourable Reception (I have told you} 
was St. Pauls Defign in this elegant 


Letter; which being taken up with a 
Matter ſo private and perſonal, ſome 

few, of the Ancients made a doubt whe- 
ther it ſhould be ae into the ſacred 


Canon,. 1 But 


ee dire bur Practiee, which in due 
Time ſhall dhe obferved to Jeu, this 
3 a over-ruled. ar 

te which e daher 
DiMculty affign'd to i- 
ds 4 wg us, 2 A notable ks 
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Paſs of it, LwWill venture to- — 
Art and. Oratory do 105 Where appear 
| plo A HO: Te. affecting! Manner 
by out Apoſtle in this hort 
Addreſs. -. TRIESTE BA 4421993 i air *R. 

In Points argumentative, and in Que- 
dio, of De 0 ine he pron 
the Cauſe before him. And he cher N 
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ways to the — and Appichens 
ſions of thoſe he was to deal with 
which: they who overlook will loſe che : 
Strength and Beauty of his Arguments 
as when you hear or read them in ſhort 
and broken Portions, diſfinguiſſi d in 
the modern Way by Verficles and 
Chapters, you can very hardiy enter in. 
— — Writery or into the 

mpaſs of his! Reaſoning. 
But 11 yen woll purſue him as yo do 
ae conſider in one View 


obſerve whit Buſineſs 16d im to ſay, 
w ted from him, 
= e offers in anfwer to 
| chem; I doubt ndt but vou would then 
perceive him as cloſe, as pertinent, as 
juſt; and as acute a Writer, as any of 
thoſe celebrated Maſters whom the 
Vogue of the World hath moſt extolled 
for the Politeneſs and Jo repent of 1 


veſpective p 10 * 

This I. cen ey 0 0 in Ken wog. 
geſt to you, with regard to his other 

Works: But the * before you is 
e b . Wer | 
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And 1 am the more o ndnd to pro⸗ 
in this Way, becauſe I lock upon 
this/Pirftiemarios! of our Apoſtle to be 
in its Kind a Maſter- piece; which yet, 
I think, you will not find obſerved. in 
any of the Commentators; nor the par- 
Topics of Perſuaſion , - where 
upon he dwells, mark d out 68 they 
W to their "eſprctut: Notice. 
When I have gone throꝰ this Part/of 
my Deſign, I ſhall:farther Point to vo 
thoſe practical Leſſons, which the main 
Scope of the Epiſtle Will warrant me to 
draw from eas „ va if 20 
We may divide it (for Method's Sak 
into four ee e 1 n 
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the three firſt — tho? uſually. — 
ter of Indifference and flight Regard, 
is not here without ſame Marks of Skill 
and Contrivance; which will beſt, 1 
think, be illuſtrated in the Way of Pa- 
raphraſe- As thus: Paul, à Priſoner of 
Jeſus Chriſt, under that View: A 
the more venerable and morecompaſſion- 
able, and Timothy our Brus el 
to us by his perſonal Worth, as well as 
by his Office of an Evangeliſt and Biſhop 
in the Chriſtian Church; anto Phileman, 
oun dearly beloued: who. therefbre ſhould 
hold himſelf bound to all fit Returns in 
the Offices of Love, and as a Fellow 
Labourer in publiſhing the Notice of the 
Goſpel, ſhould be kind and indulgent to 
Converts, (one of whom One mus his 
Servant now was) and ſhould eaſe, as 


much as he could, all Partakers of the 
common Work; in which St. Paul, tho? 
an Apoſtle and à Pillar of the firſt Mag- 
nitude, by calling Philemon his Fellow. 
_ Labourer, condeſcenſively repreſents him- 
felf _ a Foat of as as bis Part- 

ner 


ociate. But wy lat Re- ” 
d not make a ſufficient: iy 


following hates hes — 4 ops, | 
probably Wife of Philemon;  Archippus | 
N Biſhop of the Place, whom he.dignities 
with the Title of Fllow-Soldier as ha- 
ving perhaps been a Sufferer for the 
Cauſe of Chryf ; with whom he thoug ht 
fit to join the ſeveral: Domeſtics of Zhi 
Fake hath honoured them with the 
Name and Character of a Church. To 
all theſe he hath. left upon Record the 
uſual Apoſtolical Benediction, Grace 
and Peace from God our Father, "and the 
Lord Feſus Chri it Thus much for the 
op His bet 


ak The 3 ee nent in 5 
Order; which proceeds from the Begin- 
ning of the fourth to the end of the ſe- 
venth Verſe; and is Sade to Phile- | 

pt thank my God: (aich our Apolle) 
making mention of thee always in my Pray- 
_ ors _—_ of thy. Love and 25 which 
98 haſt towards the. Lord 
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wards all Saints.” That the Cintnimication 
of this Faith may become effittual, by the 
acknowledging of every good Thing whith is 
in you in Chrift Jeſus. Pr we have gh 
Joy and Conſolation in thy Love, becauſe 
the Bowels of the Saints are are refreſhed by 


nn Brother. 


Nothing could more "ſenſibly en ngage 
a Man already well-diſpoſed, 15 perſe- 
vere in his good Works, than fuch an 


| honourable Acne, of — *, 


mer Behaviour. 
The Apoſtle begins With tekng hün, FA 


was always in his Prayers; and never in 


his Prayers, but that he found an Occaſion 
of mixing with them his Praiſes to God, 
for the Eminence of his Faith in Chriſt, 
and of his Love and Charity to the di- 


ſtreſſed Members * the ChriſtianChurch. 
Now 


The Prayers of an Apoſtle; of an Am- 
baſlidor from Chriſt, immediate and un- 
doubted, to whoſe Perſon without all 
peradventure (if not allowed to his Of. 
fice) our great Mafter had promiſed, 


John xx. that whoſe ſoever Sins he ſhould remit they 


23. 


. be remitted into him; T fay, Pray- 


ers 


ers. of ſuch 124 r hnrit „ „ bm, m 108 
have been of great Account with all 
who believed the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Imporrance and Dig- 
nityof an Apoſtle's Commiſſion. Where- 
fore when theſe were offer'd with Fre- 
quency and Conſtancy to the Throne of 
Grace, on the Behalf of any. particular | 
Perſon; that Perſon, if he had any _ 
Spark of Ingenuity, any Senſe of Gra. 
titude, muſt needs apprehend himſelf 
engaged inviolably to 20 poſſible Re- 
for a Favour and a Privilege of 
ſl fuch confeſed Importance.” And when 
it ſhould appear moreover recorded to 
his everlaiting Honour, that his Faith 
in Chriſt, and his Love to ChriſPs Fol- 
err had given great Joy and Conſola- | 
tion to ſuch an eminent Officer in the 
Houſhold of Faith, great Occaſion of 
Thankſgiving to God, as well as of E. 
mulation and Exainple to his Chriſtian 
Brethren; if ſuch à Perſon had au Spi- 
rit, any Zeal,” any Vehemence "of Deſire to 
grow in Grace; and to go on umto Perfe- 
Him; theſe" Encouragements could not 
= E . him to all proper Lengths, 


: nor 
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| Compaſs and. Powef! in hrayolindg adw 
Every Thing then in this Introducti- 
on Was juſt and true; opportunely men⸗ 
tioned, and judiciouſiy r- Each 
Circumſtance in it had an engaging 
Tendency, to open a favourable Paſſage 
for the Repel v hog followed i its This 


is ther efore our inne 10 
4 1 5 
AT SITIO er ³⅛·˙ꝛmꝛAi˙ĩ mwb Bet fats be 


| ML. Third . which we . . 
ginning with the eighth, and e 
with the one and twentieth Verſ. 
The Apoſtle introduceth it with a 
gentle Hint, that, in virtue of his Office, 
he might enjoin Philemon a Thing ſo fit 
and ſo convenient; might not only prefs 
upon him the general Command 5 For- 
giveneſs, Meekneſs, and Patience; but, 
as one ee, from above, might apply 
it to the particular Exigence then before 
bim, and make it a ſpecific Demand upon 
his Obedience: Y et, to avoid the Suſpici- 
on of interpoſing in ſecular or domeſtic 
e as 4 Ray and a * 2 105 Mutes | 


Ts, 


I fay „Philemon 


uct a ua en Paul the 3 phe” then 
Er iſouer felis 2 (19, (ta 1 15 


TOY 
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mo | be had begotten in hus B © 
It is hard in orher Words, 


rityal Senſe his Children begotten by bim, 


Both in this Senſe were his Debtors; and 


e a Leader; much more an inſi- 
in che Chriſtian Church, they 
Pr 


| Ties of a more 


Obſervance | He wasn net 

worn, out in the Labours of the G 
and ih the Service of. thejr common | 
ſter. Under theſe moving Circum̃ſtan- 
5 1 Paul, the: aged, venerable for his 
Tears, diſtin Sand in his Cheracder and 
Station, eminent for his natural and ſu- 
pernatur: al Endowments, Abe A great 
Part of his Life exhauſted in immenſe 
ST. wich Fat Fapigys, | LG Ape. 
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Py baked page compaſſionate 
towards another; bi thallke the'Objedts 5 
of his Care and Lovel r 
As a ſpiritual Guide, he intimates, With 
all engaging and becoming Tendetneſs, 
What he might well expect that a Per- 
fon ſtanding in a ſpiritual Relation to 
him, one intimately attach'd, one ini 
o him; ſhould perform 


* 


nitely obliged t 
at his Inſtance, for another tanding 
a like ſpiritual Re. 


upon the ee ( 
lation. G10. ECL, 4.5 * a Eh et; > 3. £15 
As an Apoſtle and E. 721 OY be user | 


the Intereſt which thoſe Characters 
might well ſuppoſe in him, with a Con- 
vert for a Convert. As a Perſon i in Di- 
Kreſs" and Bondage for the common 
Cauſe, he vel! one Retainer to it, 
in' Favour of another. * As a Friend, he 
addreſſeth himſelf 20 4 Friend for a 
Friend. As -4 Father, he ies . 3 
licits, perſuades, (and h. then would 
not think all this ſhould commmd 4 
Son Adiſobliged, to enter upon Terms 
of Reconciliation With a Son off tnd- bo 
ing, but penitent.” As an indulgent Cre-' 
Om” to two mſolvent Debtors, he on- 
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8 3 P leh would in- 
bt upan 40 bigorops-Ad vantage againſt 
an 1zed Inſtrument 


the other. As an aurho 
in procuring the Pardon of God for: 


both bf them he beſeeches the Mjurea 
to forgive the Iajurinus : And the Moral 


5 


of the Whole Argument ſuggeſts to us, 


that no one among the Sons of Men 


ſhould bear hard upon another in any 
Relation or Circumſtance of Life, hen 
they are all the Objects, 28 theft two 
in e were” both Partakers, 1 
the Divine Compaſſions. 
From this general Plea dub Apoſtle, 
that e night not ſeem too partial, pro- 


deeds at the 0% Verſe to a more parti- 


cular Acknowledgment of the Delin- 
quent's Offence j that in Yume puſt he 


had been unproſtable to Philemon, had an- 
Iwered neither tõ the Importance of his 


Name (which! in Greet ſignifies; profit= 
wble) nor to tlie Penor of his Obliga- 
tions: But then he foftens all by a kind 
and favbufable Suggeſtion, that thence- 


forth he was likely to be profitable to the 


Apoſtle himſelf, as well as to his Maſter 
with-whoin heretofore he 5 dealt un. 


HSE "A 2 _ Airhfully 


for the holy Apoſtie, could — 4 
this bear hard upon a eee 
eee e eee em 


faittifullys. 


ry Christian; PT ang — 3 
wards be ſure of him as a conſcientious 
and faithful Servant- And with this 


| former. Maſter; ta 
thou. — recieve ber that: in mine 


5 — be —— to: — 
Onſimus with him, that in Phibmmms 
ſtead he might have miniſtred n 
dhe ene W a 


LS; 


Was now a would be fue ig 


inſtruct him in all thoſe Duties to Which! 


any Relation of Life obliged him 80 


that from the C 


view our Apoſtle returns him to is 
orted by che fol 


own Bomels. , 87 


A Word could not have been -pitch'd 


more «Ps Al. 


Sddion for his 1 8 


when he called him his 99, eme 
One who had any Eſteem or Re 
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fity,. that his Ba 
chnftriined and free. — 
Pay Habe retained (faith he) 
that in thy "Bead he mig bt Tel 
6 


N Þ 1 2 
. ano, 1 the Bonds of f 


Ne hot pl nd Noth; could be 
more likely to work ypon. a Man of Ho- 
nour and Ingenuity, than ſuch a gentle 
Touch to remind him of his Duty, alt 
the ſame Time att tended with ſuch a frank | 
Rellg nation of him to his own Liberty. 
He fubjoins with wonderful Art, and 
a Maſter- like Dexterity, the Good which 4 
Was likely to ariſe out of this Eu; and 
the fav ourable Turn which now appear- 
ed providentially given to an Action, 
not otherwiſe excuſtble, tho under this 2 
View of it the more pardonable. Pet's 
hays he therefore departed for a Seaſon, that 
# ſhonldeſt rective him for euer. 15 — 


e 


3 apparently was Phrlemon's Profit, if th if th 


25 . : 1 


1 Apoſtle was. od 5 ee upon RP Cauſt, 
and too quicksſighted ta miſs. the: Im. 
provement of ſuch, a. pertinent Hint, 
He diſplays it accordingly to the N85 
ſter with all Advantage; and with this 
farther Turn of it in fayour to. One bi 
nus; not now to receive him a8 4 ; Servant, 
but above 4 Servant, 4 Brother beloved, 
ſpecially to me, but how much more. unto 
to thee, both in the Reſh and in the 
Lord? The Circutũſtance which return: 
ed him to his Maſter with the fore - 
mentioned Advantages, St. Paul with 
great Addreſs inſinuates, did entitle him 
to a more favourable Treatment and 
to better Uſage than the common Fate 
of Servitude (in thoſe Days very 
hard and rigorous) would have other- 
NE wiſe allotted to him, Dear as: he Was 
to the; Apoſtle, and dearer {till (as the 
"Apoſtle. fain would make him), to his 
aſter, upon, the Score of former Ser- 
vic as well as of his new E 7 age. 
mentd. (the late Offence ſuppoſed. to be 
for gotten), St. Pan afreſh recommen, | N ) 
him as a Chriſtian and a Brother, to he 
 Teoylved, with. the e due. Th 
„2 I | t at 
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Ct atk * 7 
; count 5 I Paul. have. written it with, mine 


ther, ore. 4 Partner, 2 


£ —_— that on mine Ac- 


„ I vill repay it. Albeit, I do 


not ſay la thee, how: thou oweſt., unto: me, 


on ſe If beſides. | Tea, Brother, 


ler. me; have;\ Joy, in les in 2 Lord, re- 


rest . Bowels. in the Lord. 
Could a Convert to an Apoſtle, — 
ſible of the mighty Bleſſings he had re- 


e thro” his A 
— him a Boon ſo movingly re- 
meer Co 1. he add (do we 
ions o the, Bonds of an aged 


tous? No The Goſpel then had other- 


guiſe Effects upon the Hearts of its Fol- 
lowers. They who. continued.” in. the A- 


poſtles. Dottrine wh Fellowſhip,: had too 


; much; Reyerence for their Perſons, and 
yoo grateful a Senſe. of their pious La- 
: — — to — the ne any 


n 


pings | 2 4 1 Te lat 


. hath wronged thee 5 


ency and Endeavours, 


rf 7 the Cauſe of Chriſt, by . 
1 * Fellow - Convert, for whom 
the Apoſtle appeared ſo infinitely ſolici- 


Role of 
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Juſt was dere ss it Cu. re, whit 
Se. Pant expreſſes in F hi lerjdh's'Oht ence, 
whem he wrote: that he 5001 
0 | 10e then he hal ſail. Which by 
"Way was an elegant and artful Way of 
perſuading him, o perform at leaſt t le 
Fall Amount of his Re ſueſt to him. A 
But yet feſt a Deter, v 
a che be | 
; ſhould e ou 


| ifores it with his "own Pr ene, w 
would not ſo eafiiy take 4 Rerugl; 
Hiliting withal te Phelps in Terms 6f 
Modety, but great Signifrunty, tlie Im- 
portance of his Company, N the mu- 
tual Endearments, Which, whether pre- 
ſent or abſent, Were 7 paſs between 
them. 7 truſt that thro Jour Fre 7 
1 be given into hn 
Then he cloſes this aire Epi ite 
witk proper Salütations, and with the 
euſtorhary Benediaion. ' 51512 294 
Here, I think we may Male « peut, 
and thay” a little to relect upon” the 


| 5 „ 


Occaſions whereupon they exerted them; 


rien 40 uſeful | 
Manner among the ſacred P. 
Holy 4ptu e, the plain naſe 
Simplicity | of their "Hiſtorical / Mar- 


2 

gures the lively Images, the cmajeſtic 
Solemnity, the Kmiltar Addlreſſes, the 
Predictions, (ſome litteral, ſome myKi- - 
cal) which are obſervable in the feve- 
ral Prophets, as they reſpectively differ in 
Talent and in Genius, and in the ſeveral 


the Strength and Compaſs of St. Pan! 
in his Reaſonings and Argumentations; 
the Vivacity of his Spirit, and the Per- 
ſuaſtveneſs of his Eloquence, together 
with che ſoſter Notes and more hum- 
ble Strains of thoſe other ' inſpired Au- 
thors, who have bequeath'd to the 
Church very ſerviceable Leſſons of Do- 
| Arine'and Practice; Diverſity of Gifts 
proportion'd to the Diverſity « of Tem- 
pers and Talents, of Sentiments and Ap- 
preh nſions, for which _ were feve- 


the he de, — — the Chait 


gfe” of 


lofi Flights, the bold Fi. 


of. tha Critic, or the Pret poet of's 5 
Judge; let him know at laſt, (and h * 
aſhamed if he cannot of himſelf diſcern 
n it) that all Scripture is given by Juſpiration 
16, 17. , God, and is profitahle for Doctrine, for 
 Reproef, for Correction, for Inftruttion. in 
Righteouſueſs,; That the Man of God may 
þ > perfch, through furnjÞ'd ung al 
Horks. 
Even this mall Partion of i . which 
ſeems: of all other moſt . perſonal. and 
private, will furniſh us with IR very 
uſeful Reflexions. N 
1. Erſt which I ſhall mention, is this, 
That every, Chriſtian how mean ſoe, 
ver in his outward Condition of Lite, 
is entitled ta a conſiderable Degree of 
; — Eſteem and Reſpect. The State af 
Servitude was rated in our Apoſtleꝰ 
Pays at a much lower Eſtimate, upon 
ly — Faot of Purchaſe, than now it is 
upon the Foot of Contract. Net we ſee 
with what Zeal and Earneſtneſs, with 
| what Solicitude and perſonal Concern. 
\ ment our Apoſtle labours the Iutereſt 
af one, who had broken thro all Terms 
with his Maſter, was perfectly at Mer: 
Ie WE 
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152 ily por St. Foals ( W Near — i 
him as a Man, and as a Chriſtian ; and as 
ſuch, alike entitled to the main Advan- 
tages of Being, with the moſt elevated 
and exalted Dignities of this World. 
He ſpeaks of him in one Senſe as a Bro. 
ther Te: in another as a Son, in both 
_ Objet af his tendereſt Concern. | 
Ye et, 

A, Secondly, The Chriſtian Religion 
doth not aboliſh thoſe uſeful and neces 
fary Diſtinctions of Life, whereby the 
World i is kept in order, and Society is 
preſerved upon a Foot dr Government 
and Subjection. For Ougſimus was ſtill 
2. Servant to Philemon, notwithſtanding 
that he was become a Chriſtian; and 
without his Maſter's Leave, our Apo- 
ſtle would claim no Right in him. 


Tribute to whom Tribute i due, Cuftom | 


to whom Cuſtom, Far to whom Fear, 
nour to whom Honour, is as much a Rule 
ok Grace as of Natute ; and the _ 
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anſwered to | 

would be by Pride and: Inſolence and 
arrogant Expectations: As the Inferior, 
by a Deportment ſuitable to his lower 
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SER 


to the due Diſcharge of all relarive Ob. | 


I 


It Was none er its bleſſed Arthiek 

urpoſe to deſtroy the Linw and the Pro. 
Shin, bur 10 fulfil them. 80 that he 
cancelled no moral Dutie Which he 
found here. But, 

3. Thirdly, He hath het jothted hon 
7 them, to the great Advan- 


cerned. mn all eels Engagements. 
The Superior, by obſerving the Rules of 
the Goſpel, and by demeaning himſelf 
with Forbearance and Condeſcenfion to 
his Inferior, is in a much fairer Way of 
finding his Demands upon that Iiferior 
is Satisfaction, than he 


Station, is much more Tkely to draw 
upon himſelf, the Regard and Counte- 
nance of his Superior, than he would be 
by Sturdineſs and Stiffneſs, by Sullen- 
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in N ſierce Diſputes, 55 heir noi 
ſy Conteſts wirkt each other, upon S Sub 


As which very few of 1 know 


other wiſe than by . Fote; Whaf a bleſ- 
{ek en would it produce amongſt 

? That Clary which is due 40 God 

on * hich for his, good Mill to Men, would 
they be A es d to great Advantage 
Earth, by bringing Peace to it, 

But whilſt: oY unruly Mills 2 
cine of ſanful. Men $a Thar ſo great a 


Sway in it; to our beſt Endeavours 


for. the, Happineſs and Tranquility of 
Life, we can only add out moſt 


fervent, Prayers to the God of Order 


2 His Governance, that his: ond 
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ale” which my Text 
relates to was a Meſſage 
from God to King David, 
upon Occaſion of a ric 
vous Injury offered by 


— 


him to a faithful Subject and Servant, 
whoſe Bed he firſt corrupted, and then; 
in the common Progreſs of adding Ini- 
quity to Iniquity, ſucceeded. afterwards 


in a foul Attempt upon his Life. 1 


ape 
den. Thi" Pers 
who had committed it, Was Aer 1 4 
Favour with God, for hairy þ reat and 
ood Qualifications which He poſſeſſed 
u a very eminent Begree before ; bis . 
ſhameful Lapſe. And there | was 
not given up immediately to a x6 probate a 
Mind, Sn ſome Ajit Youchlafe: 
ments and Endeavours to feclaim and 
to reform him. But the Prophet Na- 
than was ſent” expreſs, upon cis Errand, 
with a \pecial, Commiſſion” from above 
to awaken and retrieve him. There are 


' "Two general Conſiderations Sl | 


; 


from = Text t hus opened, | $a 
4 45 l Fl A M4 + $29. F 2 "x FF. M . 
r e ae | 5 1 1 5 
I. The Behaviour of 80 A0 Probe in 


delvering his Mellage, 8 1 ? Ws; 
* „ The, Behaviour 'of the! 25 75 in 7e. 
eving it. And there are d HRT Infe- 
rendes which m may be fairly grafted upon 
the Proceſs of this whole Tranſaction, 
which yet, 1 foreſee, muſt be POM Re, 
to ſome farther ee 8 e 


F 


* IR 


7 


i . wx 1 1 


nn 


Prop het in deliver 


latter Application. 


however, became a ho EN and A [ca 


$: K1 R M 0 1 XI . 
* begin with: the-Behaviour ofithe 
. Where 
Q Fr. 


bo. N 
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* "Hon and Ci x J Ml 
| rest; 1 85 1 Hatte) He DN 
2. e peremprory. Flainneſs of his 


1. I obſerve. the Circuripefion 
Civility . his former 2 Gs Me: 
_ with a Parable, a, "Way ch 1 
vogue, and very taki with the 
Fog ea 15 here 1 2 Joe: Ga 


in a. 117 5 ol ing 7. 


was not to be reproved like a common 


Offender, tho here, it is evident, he 


was a very Ir iSVOuR 
the Perſon whoſe Office i it was to admo- 
niſh him, forgot not that he was his 


Treſſor. _ Yet 


Subject v and t 0˙ he had a ſpecial War- 


rant from Heaven to ſet his Miſdeeds be- 


fore him, yet his firſt Attempt was to 
_ doit in a Way, which might 3 the 
. Office leaſt odious ta the I 5 

. | erein 


Was — ks a "ſerious ——— td 
| reclaim his Sove 

his Ways: This Part he performed in a 
Private Application to him, which could 
not expoſe him to the Contempt or Ha- 
tred of His People; and even then he 


% © A 
3 82 
* ;v We : 


ign from the Error of 


— Buſinefs wich - 


ſmoothies his Paſſage, and, as it wete, 
felt out his Way to it by Circumſtande 
And Sirdtitade;" by-gemle, fofty; andö ll. 


wiſe, he had probably gained no Point, 
| nor left any to be gained, by thoſe who 
93 3 after him: For a reaſonable 
Diſguſt once given to Men in Power, 
by an ungracious Mannet of faſtening 
upon them an officious Kindneſs, can 
never turn to any good Account.” | 
Office will be diſreliſ'd for the Sake of 
the Perſon, when grown” unacceptable; 
and the great Ends of it will be defeated, 
8 wherever it entirely ceaſes to bb agrer- 
Able. P We was it ho nee OI] that 


"You T IL wherever 


malapert or fawcy! Bluntneſs, but He 


farely Approaches. Had he done othet- 


ſhould break in upon thoſe relative d 
ligations, whereby Order is wo" 
and good Government is maintained a- 
8 But now to |ſpeak; Evil of 
ies, or coarſely to them, muſt cer- 
tainly weaken the Bands of Govern- 
ment, and conſequently. enfeeble the 
Protection We receive from it. The 
| Rafigns of Majeſty are not without 
their Uſe, inaſmuch as they are apt to 
dra aſter them Obſervance and Reſpect 
The Analogy of the ſame Reaſon will 
ſuggeſt to us, that too familiar a Treat- 
ment of the Perſons, or too laviſh a 
Cenſure upon the Actions of. thoſe in 
Authority, muſt breed a Contempt of 
them; which, I ſay, muſt tend to burſt 
aſunder the Ligaments of Society, and 
to diſſolve the Alliance between Rule and 
Subjectiun. This will hold for an eter- 
nal Truth, founded in the Reaſon of 
Things, as well as in the Oracles of 
God, which a Preacher of Righteouſneſs 
ſhould no more-be afraid of ſpeaking 
to his People than he ſhould be of ſpeak- 
ing to his * when Nees to it, the 
| DIANA 


$:E-R MON XIV. 


Wo of Truth and Soberneſi, whether 
palatal le, or diſpleaſing to the one or to 
the. ny ad St. aul, we may remember, 
6555 yery great Provocation. given him 
„ who, came into the high 
Pricfthood, by Methods, we are ſure, 
very oppoſite to God's original Institu- 
tion. But yet ſome Regards were due 
' the. Office, Whoever ſhould, be the 
Per rſon wearing it; as it was indeed im- 
poſſible that the Ends of it ſhould be 
anſwer' d. Without paying them: Upon 
which View the good Apoſtle ſo9n cor- 
rected. himſelf for an unſeaſonable Word 
Which. his Reſentinent. had drawn from 
him ; and preſently acknowledged the 


Obligation 1 upon all, not r 10 = 


1 vil of the Ruler of their. People. 
le Caſe before us, here was 4 2 
pl het, be had a direct and immediate 
Commiſſion from God, to reprove bis 
rince for two very grievous and waſt- f 
ing Sins. And his Conduct upon it is 
| well worth our. Obſer vation. Did he 
publiſh theſe Offences in the Streets; 
or cry them upon the Houſe- tops? Did 
he e the 1 upon the Miſ- 
A „ ” click : 


chiefs which muſt 18 from ay > 
poſe them by Ridicule and Satyr, © c 
make them the Subjects and Eiben 
ments of common Converſation? No! 
This had been quite out of Character in 
a Prophet of the moſt high God. But to 
the Prince himſelf he reſorts upon his 
weighty Ambaſſy; forgets not the Com- 
miſſion he was charged with, but yet in 
opening it remembers the Subject 'Du- 
ty of Reſpect and Obfervance to his So- 
vereign; and therefore handles the 
Matter with Tendernefs and Caution, 
not breaking his Way, but /oftening. it; 
not directly accuſi ing, but ſymbolically. 
appealing to him; not boldly reviling, - 
but modeſtly reproving him; not cen- 
ſuring thro? mere Indulgence to à cen- 
ſorious Diſpoſition, but with Views and 
Likelihoods of a Reformation; not un- 
ſeaſonably nor bluntly reproaching him 
with his Guilt, but prudently and cir- 


cumſtantially reminding him, from whence 
he was falles. This was his firſt Attempt 
upon his Royal Charge; and had the 

great Man given any Signs of hearkning 
to theſe general Hints, which the good 
= a 


'S E R M O N XIV. 
Prophet gave him, or of applying the 


Parable to the Moral meant by it, here, 


in much Likelihood, would have been 
an End of all farther Expoſtulation. pg 
But when the Prophet faw that his 
Fable was miſtook for H. Rory; that the 
intended Application was not made by 
the Perſon moſt concerned to make it; 
that the Heinouſneſs of a Fact ſomewhat 
Parallel, was however acknowledged, 
and a Way thereby opened to a more 
explicit and particular Manner of deal. 
ing with him; he proceeds i 
2. In the next Place to be more plain 
and peremptory, and, in the Words of 


my Text, to tell the King dir ectly, Thon 


art the Man. He ſeems to have wiſh'd, 


that the King would have underfiond . 


him in a Parable more remotely point- 
ing to his Caſe; otherwiſe, one might 


well imagine, he would never have ta- 


ken ſuch a round -· about Way of coming 
at him: But ſince David either did not, 


4 


or would not thus underſtand him; 


the Prophet was fairly acquitted of all 
unneceſſary or peeviſh Interpoſals. No- 


_ hogs now Was: lelt to him, but to expo- 
: A a 3 ſtulate 
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Kulate the Caſe as it really flood, to res 
mind King David of the Bleſſing g which 
God had heaped upon him, and of the 
diſcouraging Returns he had made for 
ſuch ſingular Vouchſafements. 1 need 
not repeat the Meſfage at Length, which 
you may read at your Leifure, from 15 
Text down to the thirteenth. Verſe 0 
this Chapter. Wo 

Throughout the whole, Tenopr of i ir, 
we may obſerve the undaunted Bravery 


of the Prophet's Spirit, in the fearleſs 


and plain Delivery of a Meſſage, not 


likely to, pleaſe a Man of Pleaſure, but 


very likely to offend him in the Height 
of his Poter. Ta art the Man! The 
« Man whom thy own Sentence” hath 
60 condemned a as unworthy of Liſe; the | 


„ Man whom und un ed Luſt and 


33 


e outrageous | Injuſtice have outlawed 
«'from the Privileges of human So, 
« ciety; the Man who” haft broken 
<« thro? all the Obligations of Honour, 
« and Friendſhip „of Righteouſneſs and 


« Probity, and haſt facriticed A bruve 
< unfortunate Subject : 5 


TP N ems have 9 a Lowes of- 


hy his 


/ ö 745 1 


85 


his 88 and spegacdk of his Coun 
bt 2 7 to the lawleſs and vile Embraces 


* Peng, and of ali Sun 
© conferred upon "thee, "haſt forgotten 
&« God th Jy Saviour, who hath done ſo great 
6 i Thing for thee ; who raiſed thee from 
0g” 'Eotige to a Throne, and in all 
« Points hath given thee thy Heart's De- 
6c fire ; yet thou art the Man, who in 
« 'Spight, of all the Favours, wherein 
« the Goodneſs: of thy Creator hath a- 
& bounded towards thee, haſt defaced 
6 his Image - diſconce ed the Meaſures 
partly 1 nc trampled under 
„ Voot the Authority of his Govern- 
4 ment , brake i in upon thoſe Rules and 
6 Orders 'of human' Society, which it 
« was thy Province to maintain, and 
« haſt given up all theſe great and 
4 weighty Confiderations to the un. 
«© temper'd ' Heat 7 A laſcivious Di do- 
14 fition ! 2 N Menn 1 
Neſpect, 1 _— Sbrved, with eld 
the Prophet for a Seaſon Hom"! zen 


; r plain and peremptory Wen N 
Aa 4 Sovereign; 


a 


SERMON XIV. 
Sovereign; but when ſofter. Methods 


proved. unavailable, and it was appas 


rent chat nothing leſs.than a direft and 


down-right Application to him would 
bring him to Recollection, the Prophet 


would no longer conceal the Charge 


he was entruſted with, nor weaken the 


Force and Authgrity of his Meſſage, 
by wur the Contents or diſguiſing 
any Part of it, with complaiſant and 
artful Mitigations. As all was to paſs 
between them two in private, and the 
Prince was no Way expoſed by it in 
the Ears of his People, the Prophet 
might well apprehend himſelf the more 
at Liberty to be plain with him. He 
could hurt, he knew, none but himſelf 
by an Offence, thus given to, or taken 
by, a Man in Power; which was no 


ſufficient Reaſon to the Prophet for 


haulking his Commiſſion, or for not 
acting up to the full Extent of it. His 


Orders (tis true) were ſpecial and im- 
mediate, and both Caſe and Perſon were 


particularly marked out to him; Cir- 


cumſtances theſe which may be thought 
tg. have. ha Ham with 85 Kouragy | 
AQ922700 8 8 


8 ERM ON XIV. 


he ne not otherwiſe have. exerted; Via: 


as ſomewhat perhaps there might be in 
theſe which gave his Example a pecu- 
liar Luſtre: Yet the Main of it all muſt 
follow, who are veſted in an Office 
obliging them to the Duties of Admonis 
tion and Reproof. The Regards of De. 
Cency, Diſcretion, and Prudence muſt 
point them to the Occaſion, which here 
indeed was ſingled out by a ſpecial Di- 
rection from the Finger of God; but 
general Orders will certainly meet with 
particular Caſes and Circumſtances, in 
which they muſt be executed. Whe · 
ther the Derivation of them be medi- 
ate or immediate, makes little. Diffe- 
rence, When once we are perſuaded 
that they proceed in the higheſt and 
laſt Reſort from the Will of God. For 
then, whenever a Jun&ure apens which 
calls for our Obedi ience, and for our 
Diſcharge of the Truſt repoſed in us; 
the Integrity and Courage obſervable 
in this illuſtrious Precedent will claim 
. Amitntion. * 18 na ben 10 be a 


„ ae 


SE RM ON XIV. 
be ſuffered to protect it, no Veil to con- 
eeal it, no Greatnefs to varniſh” it, no 
Multitudes to encourage it, no Appear: 
ances of Holineſs to fanctify nor diſ- 
guiſe it. If the Rar of God and an aw 
ful Reverence for his righteous Laws, 
be not in this Caſe our leading Prin- 
ciples, the Rar of Man wilt be too apt 
to enſnare us, to make us tame and in- 
dolent in the Intereſts of Religion, and 
too much reſigned to the Pleaſure of 
thoſe, whoſe Profit we ought to 25 2 
and who ſe Souls wwe ſhould watch for, as 
bey that mnſt give an Account. 

Jo deſert this important Charge chro? 
N egligence or Sloth; to betray it by 
mean and paultry Condeſcenſions; to 
ſooth the rich and powerful in their 
Sins; to ſwim! down with the Tide of 
popular and prevailing Errors; to be 
afraid of ſpeaking the Truth, when 
our Friends and Favourites, when the 
Party we are moſt attach'd to, when 
the Perſons on whom we are depending, 
when great Men or great N 2 
do, in our Opinion, ſwerve from it; 
10 contrary is 5 this in 2 every Branch 


of 


s ERM ON XIV. 
| 25 it to the glorious Pattern exhibi tec 
in my Text! How vile is the ppear- 
ance, and how ſhocking the HONG of 


ſuch a noble Example 
No Awe of imperial Majeſty, - fin 


Dread of abſolute Power, nor of the 


Dſe which Reſentment might make of 

it upon this trying Occaſion could damp 
che fearleſs Spirit of our courageous 
Prophet; who delivered his Meſſage, 
and performed his Duty, and truſted 


the Conſequence with the Gor who. 


employ'd him. 


# „ 
„. 
: L 
* 
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And ſhall we who 138 FE Aha 


ty of Laws to protect us in the due Ex- 
ccution of our weighty Truſt, be afraid 
of diſpleaſing by the Delivery of an un- 
acceptable Meſſage, or by the Utter- 
ance of ungrateful Truths? Shall ur 
ſmooth our Way to the Honours and 
Profits of this Life, by ſ>unning to de- 
 elare the whole Counſel f God, when 
we have as fair a Chance for them, by 
declaring, as we may have by concealing 
it ? Shall we weaken the Terrors of the 


Ford which we ſo well know, by teach- 


ing any to die has who have lived in 
1 Sin, 


. 
Or finally ſhall we be apprehenſive of 
what a World of Sin and Folly ſhall 


fay, or ſhall conceive of us; or ſhall 
we direct our Conduct by ſuch an un- 
certain Rule; who have 4 17 th Ward of 
Prophecy to take Heed to, a righteous, un- 
erring Judge to account to, and a Ma. 
ſter in Heaven who will recompence our 
well-meant Labours, and will effectual- 
ly skreen his faithful Servants, from 
the injurious Blaſt of malicious and ly- 
Far be ſuch abject degegerate Thoughts, | 
and farther yet ſuch baſe ignominious 
Practices, from all who conſider them- 
ſelves as the. Miuiſters of God, and Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries of Chriſt ES bas 
 Hitherto our Views have been em- 
ploy'd upon the Prophet's Behaviour, 
inthisnice and critical Conjuncture; we 
bave ſeen how perfectly well be acted 
up to Character; with what rich Re- 
gard to Decenq as well as Duty. And 
may his car ogg in _ ode! many | 
5 vv W pats. 
| | . 2 


our, e e Delivery of 1 hs i Metin, 
proceed We, 4] HET 1 gt 14 it 
| onen 1 ff * 1 
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2 — 2 our — general 
Conſideration, Rach. was the Behavi- 


GRT. 
ee ate, us under he Würze, (i 
ticle, there are two mr cap Entitled 
to our eſpecial Notice. 
x. His Manner of Tectt vg the re- 
moter Application to him, in the Way 
of Parable and gener ul Similitude-- 
= His Behaviour upon the Prephet's 
more particular and Perem pol), Expo: 5 
fulation with him. 
1. His Manner of decke n 
moter Application to him, in the Way 
of Parable and general Similitude. K 
This he 290 in the uſual Form, acc 
cording to the common Guiſe of: Par: 
| tiality and Self-Eoyer rt 29: 
Do bur alter the Attire Ang türk. 
ing of the moſt heinous Fact, the per- 
ſonal or local Circiitnifthces Which di- 
ſtinguiſh it; do but diverfify the Scene, 


and 


SERMON, XIV. 


and change the Actors in it; and then 


rie. 91 KF 3 WE Otter, 


vou will eaſily have the genuine im. 
partial Senſe of the Man WhO com- 
n it, and who will pronounce; 

n it with tg utmoſt ww 


. i Caſe * tha poor. Man. ith, his 


| fingle - Lamb injuriouſly forced from 


him by his great rich N eighbour had 


not half the Tarte nor Sas in it, 


41. 


of his Bed, and then = hi for is 


Life involved in it. Yet David, like A 


righteous Judge: who. ſuppoſed himſelf 


unconcerned in it, very frankly cenſured 


the former Exorbitance, and allotted 


the Doom to it, which it ſo well. de- 
ſerved. Little did he imagine that the 


Sentence he was then pronouncing, ſo 
nearly affected his Royal Perſon, or touch'd 


upon a Fact, whereof himſelf had been 
guilty, in an higher Degree, and i in a 


more agrant Example. : 


This is the ordinary "EY of hu- 
man Judgment. In 77 75 of Right 


and Wrong, Juſt and Unjuſt, Natural 


Conſcience. and Common $ Lees enable be | 


Bang, whilſt ourſelves are out of t 


tion, and utterty unconcerned in a 


But let our own. Wah ts be in any Man- 
ner depending the Diſeuſſion of it, 
and it is a a to-obſerve; low: 4 
Change 1 in this Circumſtance, ſhall alter 

the State of it; how eaſily e ſhall ſlide 
over it, if utterly indefenſihle, or, if it 
will bear a Debate, how many , 
Shifts, ingenious Quer bs, ſubtle Evaſions, 
and nice Diſtinc tions the Logic of Sin will 
furniſh, to ſupport 4 lame Cauſe, to main. 
tain the darling Argument of our own. 
Innocence, or however to palliate our 
Deviations from it, under the piriablè C 
ver--of human Frailty.... Covetouſneſs ſhall 
then be Prudence; and Frugality ; .. -Drun= 
keriurieſs nothing but an Exceſs of vo vad 
Nature; Pride a juſt, and becoming So. 
Regard; Wi rath: and Malice ſhall; be but 


due --Reſentments.; Murder Self-Defence,, 


or, at moſt, the Sally of an, excufable 
Paſſion; and Adultery: (for which the 
Modeſty of former Ages had no Names 
_ of, Mitigation) may. derive from the In- 
. of modern Refinements, the ex- 
a5 1 2 
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Addreſs. e . why» cor) 
Or if bm f theſe 5 — too 


confeſledly heinous for any favourable 


Conſtructions, and natural Conſcience 
ſhould! choak at them in ſpight of all 
Apologies ;. the next Artifice will be to 
filence the Voice of it, and to huſh its 
Remonſtrances in the various Amuſe- 
ments and Pleaſures of Life. By ſome 
Methods or other, a Way will 3 
be found either to palliate the Guilt, or to 


fee thoſe Reſexions, which Reaſon, if 


permitted, would be ſure to make upon 


it. This is the uſual Deceitfulneſs of 
Sin, and this is the Way by which it 


hardens us. The D "Ur between 


Good and Evil will not quite wear out; 


ordinarily we are ready to acknowledge 
them, where we are not perſonally con- 
cerned in them; but Self makes a migh- 
ty Difference, and we are brought with 
Difficulty to own our ſelves abandoned 

and vile Offenders. We ſhould calily | 


enough agree, that others would be fo 
in any like Circumſtances ; but we 


back at che Application of the Chara- 
7 "ho 


can ce believe, digeſt, nor bear 
with it, when it preſſes home upon us. 
Some Diverſity in the Fact, or ſome 
Change in its Circumſtances, we are apt 
and willing to imagine makes a total 


Alteration. So that we can hear, nay 
perhaps can join (as David here did) in 


a good deal of Cenſure and of Satyr, 


369 
air comes too near Wy we 


upon a Crime which our ſelves have 


committed even with greater Aggrava- 


tions; and never once reflect, that we 


have any Part or Lot in it. 
Such was the Behaviour of the King 
we the Caſe before us; and ſuch is 
the common Proceſs of Partiality and 
Self. Love. 5 
2. T wiſh J could likewiſe obſerve 4 in 
the ſecond Place, that his Conduct upon 
the Prophet's more particular and pe- 
remptory Application to him 5 as ma- 
ay Followers. 
Here he ſeems to have been ſtruck 


dumb for a while, when he was judged 


out of his own Mouth, and told that 


himſelf was the Man whoſe Crime he 


had juſt pronounced upon. 


Vol. II. 5 He 


370 


s ERM ON XIV. 


He did not then endeavour to recri- 


minate upon the Prophet, nor miſcinter- 


pret his honeſt Freedom for preſſing 
him ſo cloſely; but in the Language of an 
humble awakened Penitent he acknow- 


ledged to Nathan, that he had ſinned a. 


gainſt the Lord. His Breaſt was full 


charged with Reflexions upon his Guilt; 


and he could only vent himſelf for the 


preſent in thoſe ſad and forrowful Words; 
T have ſinned againſt the Lord ! 

Thus when natural Conſcience, or the 
Spirit of God applies his Word to us, 
and brings home to our Hearts the Ter- 
ror of his general Denunciations; when 
upon being told at large that they who 
do fuch, or ſuch Things, ſhall not inherit 
eternal Life, we charge ourſelves with 
the Commiſſion of thoſe very Crimes, 
and acknowledge the Wrath of God to 
be due to them; we anſwer then the 
Purpoſes of Heaven in threatning us 
with its Vengeance, which was origi- 
nally meant to lead us to Repentance, 
and to ſecure our Eſcape from a final 


55 Condemnation. 


God 


/ | 
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WY in his Mercy hath various Me- 
thods of darting in upon our Minds 
the Preſages of his fierce Diſpleaſure; 
and of ſaying to each of us, Thou art the 
Man. For Example, 
His Word is quick and powerful, and fcb 1 
ſharger than any two-edged Sword, pier- 
cing even to the dividing aſunder of Soul 
and Spirit, and of the Foints and Marrow, 
2 is a Diſcerner of the Thoughts and In. 
tents o the Heart. 
He hath ſtill his Meſſengers a Mi- 
niſters, who are to attend upon the ſe- 


veral Duties of Exhortation, Admoni- 


tion, and Reproof; to warn the wicked Beek. it. 
Man from his wicked. Way in order to ſaue 
his Life ; to cry aloud, and ſpare not, to ia. =will 
| lift up their Voice like @ Trumpet, and to 
ſhew his People their Tranſgreſſion. _ 
He hath his Spirit to facilitate the 
Endeavours of the one, and to apply the 
ſeveral Hints and Intimations of the o- 
ther; to ſirive with Man, and to rouze 
him from his indolent, impenitent State. 
Finally, there is a vaſt Variety of 
providential Calls attending us at our go- 
ins out and our coming in, through- 
| 2 ata 0 
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out all the Stages and Occutrehces of 
human Life, to let in upon us a Senſe 
of our Duty, and of the Danger we 
muſt incur by a Tranſgreſſion of it. 
If by theſe or any other of the mani- 
fold Methods of Grace, we can be 
brought to ſober Recollection, and to a 

- conifidhrars Frame of Spirit, great is then 
the Hope, that due Reflexions upon our 
infinite Unworthineſs may melt down 
each of us into penitential Tears; and 
then, in the Words of the Royal Peni- 
tent, we ſhall acknowledge, as he did, 
without Reſerve; I have ame agamſt 
the Lord; and with the pious Ardor of 

the humble Publican in the Goſpel ; 
we ſhall ſmite upon our Breaſts (each of 
Luk. ü. us) and ſay, God be mere 7 fo ne 4 

8 Sinner. 

Diverſe Inferences, I have told Jen, 5 
might be drawn from this whole Tranſ- 
action. But I muſt reſerve them for an- 
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MORE ts Xii. 7. 
And N. athan ſaid unto David, Thos 
n een Man — 1 


punk Confiderativas from 

this Paſſage of Scripture. 

HI. The Behaviour of the 
8 0 . in ORE” his 


II. The Behaviour of the Ki ing in re. 
cejving = 

I. The Behaviour of the Propher, we 
farther obſerved, had two remarkable 


Circumſtances i in it. 
B b 3 1. The 
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r. The Circumſpection and Civility 
of his former Addreſs; which remotely 
pointed to his Buſineſs in the Way of | 
Parable and Similitude. | 
2. The peremptory Plainneſs of his 
latter Application, when the former 


1-455 Method proved unſucceſsful. 


II. In the Behaviour of the King 
there were alſo two Particulars entitled, 
I thought, to your eſpecial Notice, 

1. His Manner of receiving the re- 
moter Application of the Prophet to him 


In the Way of Parable and Similitude ; 


which he took in the uſual Form, ac. 


3 to the common Guiſe of Partia- 
t 


ity and Self-Love, without obſerving or 
acknowledging, that he had any. Con- | 


cern of his e in it. 


2. His Behaviour upon the Prophet? 8 
more particular and peremptory Ex- 
poſtulation with him, which melted 
him down into penitential Tears. That 
ſtartling Aſſertion from the one, Thou 
art the Man, extorted from the other 

this humble Confeſſion , I have Jinned 4 
gainſt the Lordi _ | 
Diverſe lnferences and tler, ; 
al 
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told you, might be drawn from the Pro- 


ceſs of this whole Tranſaction, which 
the laſt Time would not permit me to 


go thro? with, and therefore I reſerved 


them for the next Opportunity, which 
being now, by the Bleſſing of God, be- 


r = ſhall be u ak tha in conider- 


i The frft Obſervation I ſhall make 


upon it, will be the Goodneſs of God 


to returning Sinners, and his Readineſs 
to pardon them, _ their ſincere Re- 
pentance. 


No ſooner was David firoitk with 


Compunction for his Wickedneſs, and 


had made a Confeſſion of it, than a De- 


claration of Pardon was iſſued out in 


Form to him: The Lord hath put away 


thy Sin (faith the Prophet;) Thou ſbalt 
not die. The deſponding Penitent may 
build upon this Foundation Encourage- 


ment and Comfort to himſelf, under the 


moſt enormous Aggravations of Guilt, 


for which he is truly contrite and hum- 
bled. Guilt of a deeper Dye than what 


Was hence contracted is ſeldom feen 


* 


Bb 4 amidſt 


ä Bs 


amid the. fouleſ ee wich can 
be named, even in the Dregs of. modern 
Corruption. Let God who ſaw the A- 
gonies of his trembling Soul, now 
throughly awakened with a Senſe of 


his infinite Ingratitude and Folly, pour- 
ed in upon his wounded Spirit ſome Oy} 
of Gladneſs, refreſh'd his darkned Con- 


ſcience with ſome chearing Beams from 


the Light of his Countenance; in _— 


waſh*d him from his I. ladet, a 

cla him from his cin. 
In the boundleſs Exuberance of God's 

Compaiions towards the Children of 


Men, ſurely there is no Example of 


them which ought to be more endear- 
ing, than the great Condeſcenſion and 
Kindneſs he vouchſafes to them in his 


pardoning Grace. If we ſeriouſly re- 


flect upon the Majeſty of the Governor; 
the Holineſs of the Law, the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of paying it all Obedience; the 
manifold Engagements from Intereſt, 
common Senſe, and Gratitude, which 
Offenders break-thro?; the paultry Conſi- 


derations which prevail with them a- 


gainſt ſuch magity y Motives; the out- 
$ 5; rageous 


rageous Inſolence of Duſt and' Aſhes ſet- 
ting themſelves up againſt the moſt high 
God and his righteous Commandments; 
the utter Inſignificancy of the Perſons 
thus preſumptuouſly trampling upon 
the Authority and Meaſures of his wiſe 
Providence; and if to theſe ſeveral 
Views we add. the unparalleld Benig· 
nity of God our Saviour, in ſtooping 
down from Heaven, the Habitation of ye . 
Holineſs and Glory, to viſit ſuch ſtupid in 
grateful Wretches, who duell in Houſes 
of Clay, and to fit them up for Man- 
ſions of Immortality; ; we muſt certainly 
be loſt in the Heights and Depths of 
ſuch marvellous Love: The Contem- 
plation of it muſt caſt us into an Extaſy 
of Joy and Wonder; and in the humble 
Strain of our devout Pſalmiſt, we may 
breath out to God his pious Afwation; ; 
Lord, what is Man, that thou art mindful v. Plalvili. 4. 
0 of him, and the Son of Man, that thou vi- 
fiteft him? There was Room enough for | 
this Acknowledgment, upon no other ; 
View, than of the infinite Diſtance be- 
tween the Creator and the Creature, 
fog * . to the Guilt and 
Ingra- 


Ingratitude of the one; or to has par- 
But when theſe Conſiderations are ad- 


we think of for ſuch an Heap of Bene- 
fits ſo undeſervedly conferred upon us? 
What Heart can conceive, or what 
Tongue can expreſs ſuch matchleſs Obli 
Epheſ. ij. ations ? The Father of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, 
wa 128 of whom the whole Family in Heaven and 
Earib is named, muſt firſt grant unto us ac- 
cording to the Riches of his Glory, to be 
ſtrengthened with Might by his Spirit in the 
inner Man; Chriſt muſt dwell in our Hearts 
by Faith, we muſt be rooted and grounded 
in Love, before we ſhall be able to com- 
prehend with all Saints, what is the Length 
and Breadth and Depth and Height, or to 
know the Love of Chriſt, which after all 
ſiurpaſſeth the ſcanty Dimenſions of hu- 
man Knowledge, till we come to be fled 
with all the Fullneſs of Gd. 

But tho' there be indeed much Room 
for Wonder, and for ſome Degrees of 
Diffidence, when we view the Caſe of 

even Penitent Sinners in the Light 
which mere Nature affords ir; yet . | 
the 


doning Grace and Mercies of the other. 


ded to the Reckoning, what Return can 
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true) may be allowed to continue, but 
our Diffidence ought to be abated; and 
then the Diſtruſt which naturally ariſes 
from an Apprehenſion of God's Juſtice, 


ſhould give Way to that Word of Truth, 


and to thoſe gracious Promiſes, ' which 


encourage our Reliance upon his Good- 


neſs and Mercy. For 3 


If under the Terrors of a more ſevere 


Diſpenſation, our Lord proclaimed him- 


ſelf a God merciful and gracious, long-Exod. 


ſuffering, abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, 8 8 55 


keeping 1 for Thouſands, forgiving Ini- 


quity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin; we know 


full well, that the Deſign of the Goſpel 
was ſtill more amiable and more engag- 
ing, that it was meant to give us a ful- 

ler Aſſurance of his gracious Purpoſes 


concerning us, to ſet forth his Son as a 


Propitiation we might depend on, for 
the Sins of the whole World, and to declare 


his Righteouſneſs for the Remi Non of Sins Rom. iii 


which are paſt, thro the Forbearance of God. 


Particular Perſons have nothing to do, 


but to follow the Example of our Royal 
Penitent, 


379 
y of Grace ſteps in to 
this. Aſſiſtance, , our Wonder (it is 


380 


IIa. i. 16, 
17. 18. 


be white as Snow; tho they be red like 
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Penitent, to confefs their Wickeduſs, and 
be ſorry for their Sin, after ſuch a n 
Sort, as may work in them à true Repen- 
tance, and bring forth the Fruits which 
are meet for it: Then, if they will 
earken to the Advice of the Evan- 
gelical Prophet Jſaiah, if they will waſb 
them, male them clean, put away the Evil 
of their Doings from before the Eyes of 
God, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, 
ſeek 5 udgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, Judge 
the Fatherleſs, and plead for the Widow ; 


then, I ſay, they may well reſt fatisfied, 


tho? their Sins be as ſcarlet, that they ſhall 


Crimſon, they ſhall be as Mool. Yet 
II. Thoꝰ the deſponding Sinner, bowed 


down with a Load of Guilt too heavy 


for him to bear, and above all Things 
deſirous of Relief from it upon any 


Conditions; tho? ſuch: an one, I fay, 


may hence be allowed to derive Encou- 


ragement and Comfort; yet the pre- 


ſumptuous Offender may alſo be remind- 


ed from a different View of the Caſe 


before us, that he hath great Reaſon to 


5 „ 
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be awalicaed by it into a Senſe of his 
Guilt and Danger. Strong and ardent 
was the Cry, great and plentiful were 
thoſe Showers of Tears, which the Re- 
morſes of a ſore-wounded Conſcience 
drew from this humble afflicted Soul. 
He was plagued all the Day long, and Pal. xi. | 
chaſtned every Morning. J am Weary PA. vi. 6. 
(faith he) with my Groaning ; every Night 
waſh Imy Bed, and water my Couch with 
my Tears. Obſerve the mournful Strains 
of his nn, Acknowledgments up- 
on this very Occafion —— Have Mercy Pal. lr. 
pon me, O God, according i ar; ©, of: 
X indneſs, according unto the Multitude of 
thy render Mercies blot out my Ti N 
ons — Waſh me throughly from mine Im. 
quity, and cleanſe me from my Sin — For I 
acknowledge my Tranſgreſſions, and my Sin 
ir ever before me. Purge me with Hyſſop, 
and T ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall 
be whiter than Snow. Make me to hear of 
Foy and Gladneſs, that the Bones which thou 
haſt broken may Tejoyce. Create in me 4 
clean Heart, O God; and renew a right 
Spirit within me: Caft me not away from 
Y Preſence, and tale not thy holy Spirit 


from 


1382 


from me. Could any Thin 8 A more ; 
devout, more humble, more expreffive 
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of his Senſe that he had grievouſſy of- 


fended, than were theſe moving Strains 
of his pious Eloquence? He was then in 
the full Strength and Vigour of his 
Age; ſurrounded with all the Tempta- 


tions which the Licence of a ſplendid 
Court could afford him; he had all the 


Pleaſures of it within his Reach; all the 


Honours of it were in his Diſpoſal ; ; 


and Flattery, I conceive, may be juſt as 
old as Wealth and Power, of which we 


may be therefore ſure he had a ſufficient 


Share, to have blanch'd his Wickedneſs, 
and, if poſſible, to have made a Virtue 


of it. Would he have hearkened to any 


ſuch Inſinuations, he might eaſily per- 
haps have believed, that the Prophet 
had forged his Commiſſion; or if not a 


Deceiver, was himſelf deceived; that 


he was of a turbulent, angry, diſcon- 
tented Spirit; miſtook the Suggeſtions 
of an over-heated and peeviſh Fancy 


for the Illuminations of Heaven, and 


that he knew not enough of the World, 


for the Dictates of divine Revelation; 
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to indulge the great ones of it in pro- 


per convenient Liberties; that he was a 


Man of Retirement and Speculation, 


given up to the Deluſions of his Of- 
fice, to the Pedantry and Pertneſs of 
narrow Notions, and of impracticable 
Dunes. e 
This, or ſome Part of it, might eaſily 
Have paſt upon a great Man and great 


Sinner too, who was not heartily aſha- 


med of, and truly ſorry for his Sin. 
Had any Remains of Affection to it 
been harboured in his Breaſt, ſome of 
theſe Hints might have revived its In- 
tereſt and its Power with him. But he 
was too intimately conſcious of his 
Guilt, and too well apprized of the Dan- 


ger cleaving to it, to give into ſuch 


fatal Notions, or to encourage ſuch 
deluſive Suggeſtions, if they were ever 
offer'd to him. He was therefore con- 
tent to lay aſide the Confiderations of 
Pomp and Grandeur, when the Guſt of 
them might well be ſuppoſed the ftrong» 
eſt, and to humble himſelf before his 
God as one of the meaneſt and vileſt 
amongſt his rational Creatures. Nor 
„ = "would 


wWouldd all this avail for a plenaty Par- 
don, without ſome mortifying Strokes 
to check him in any future Temptation, 
and to convince the World, that even 
in his moſt beloved Servants God would 
both ſee their Sin, and would avenge it. 
For the Prophet's Declaration of For- 
giveneſs had, we find, a Clog upon it; 
and tho? the Lord had o far put away his 
2 Sam. xii. Hin, that he was not to die for it, yet be. 
. cauſe by that Deed he had given great Occa. 
ſion to the Enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, 
the Child, which was born unto him from 
this wicked Fact, was to bear his Father's 
Iniquity, and to leave the Light of this 
World as ſoon as he ſhould ſee it. And 
what was moreover threatened to him 
concerning the Deſolations and Diviſions 
of his Family in the eleventh Verſe of this 


Chapter was to a Tittle accompliſh'd; 
ſuch a foul Example-in the Father ſoon 


ſpread its Influence among the Children, 
and the next News we have of them pro- 
duce the unhappy Tydings of Inceſt and 
Cap. xii. Murder between Abſalom, a Son of Da- 
vid's, Tamar his Daughter, and their 
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3 ® * er, ha Houſs, nor did heceaſs 1 Sem. ail. 
ee 

1 pt ous: s. Tranſgrefſor 
Ds Ph ping 9 in all its Cir- 

7 cumſtances, before he builds upon it 5 
any Concluſion favourable to his Pra- 
Trice. Let him be ſure, if he can, that 
he ſhall repent as David repented; that 
he ſhall pour out his Soul in ſuch ſtrong 
Crying and Tears, as the Royal Penis». 
tent did; that he ſhall do it in the midſt 
of the moſt potent e to a 

Continuance in Sin; that he ſhall perſe- 

vere for the Main, 1 in an uniform Courſe 

of future Piety and Obedience; and let 
him be moręover conſcious to himſelf 

of an Heart and Purpoſe all along up- 
right in the Sight of God, till a power ⸗ 
ful Seducement drew him aſide from it; 
and caſt. him down a Precipice, where -- 

the Horror of the Fall was indeed (as 
in David's Caſe) exceedingly perillous 

and ſhocking, but from which how. 

ever he recovered at _ the firſt happy _ 

Stop Which was given Him; Let alt 
| this, I ſay, * alſured to him (as I think 
it cannot an N before he 
49] Vor. Il. ers Ce. 2 ens 


_ draws 10 Cate! into Pied n 

upon it any impious Security; for 5 
ny pretended Security which he founds 
upon it, muſt be always impious upon 
the foregoing Reaſons. David ſinned 
not upon any deliberate Proſpect of a 
future Repentance; hut aſter grievous 
Sins committed, thro? the Violence of 
ſtrong ungovern'd: Affections, he be- 
came a thorough” Penitent; and; even 
then the Puniſhment. of his Sins was en 
tailed upon him, in a Courſe: of very 
bitter and afflictwe Calamities; which 
he never ſurvived, but found and felt 
the Plague of them attending him all 
the Days of his Life. So that upon a fair 
Eſtimate of Loſs and Profit, of Pleaſure 
and of Pain, from this unhappy Adven- 
ture, the Hiſtory of his Reign will tell 
us, that the Balance run high againſt 


+4 dien And if the abandon'd Libertine 


would rightly conſult the Intereſts which 
he ſeems moſt fond of, he would find, 
I believe, no Reaſon-! to. boaſt of his 
wretched Bargain, when he comes to 
ſum up his Reckoning, upon Regards 
which are purely temporal: But When 


even waa Chances for <a" os taken 
FF into 
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j ito the Calculation; it ſurpaſſes the 
Power of Language to expreſs his Fol- 


3 in it. There is Hrgiveneſi with thee pt I. 
a 


(faith the holy Pſalmiſt) that thou ma 9 
bie feared: Such a Forgiveneſs as this, is 

rather (Pm ſure) a Motive to our Dread 
of God's Juſtice, than to any Preſum- 
ption upon his Forbearance and Mercy. 
Unrepented Sin is ſure of Vengeance; 5 
Repentance is a Thing uncertain to us; 
upon all Accounts therefore it is bet- 
ter not to need it, than to riſque our 
whole Fortune upon an Iſſue ſo preca- 
tous. For 1 obſerve hence Ari 9905 


2 23 


if un; Third, That sin Satin pro | 
greſſive, more apt to go forwards For 
backwards with any Man, who engages 
in it. The Nature of Facts makes it 
often neceſſary to proceed with them; 
or the Appetite aecuſtome 1 t Indul- 
gence will expect and claim it: All this 
while the Motives which would re 
ſtrain him are weakened by being un- 
attended to, and the more à Man ſins, 
the more he: may; the leſs Check he Will 
127 5 in doing ſo, he will A eaſy and 
e 


| conſiderably. abated, and l 


* unconcern wa at it, * W wilt: bes 
come familiar and thence delightful to. 
him, and he will fall into it Wine 


habitual Few - 5 — all theſe Views 
the Hope of any future Repentancal 7-8 


are great againſt it. In the Example | 
now. before us, Adultery could: not be 
_ concealed, could not be enjoy'd. with 
Credit or with Safety, except the in- 
jured Perſon were yet more injured; 
and ſo the Murder of him followed as 
neceſſary to ſtifle his Complaints, and 
to guard againſt the Conſequences of 
his juſt Reſentment. What a pitiful 
Figure doth a Sinner make, when skulk- 
ing thus behind a Cover, and ſneaking 
away from Obſervation under any Diſa 
guiſe he can lay hold of? How. abjeck 
and inconſiſtent was the Conduct of this 
unhappy Prince, whilſt a Coward to his 
injured Servant, and a Bravo to his of- 
tended God! He could, not encounter 
the Face of a Man to whom he had 
been thus unjuſt and barbarous; yet: 
Was not afraid of God's all-ſeeing Pre- 
e ſence 


„ 
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ſence, whoſe Eyes he knew were always 
apon him, were about his Path and about 
Ja wo and:ſpied out all his Ways. © 
This Inconfiſtency of Mind and Be- 
Fo jour betray'd him into farther Mif- 


chief, and plunged him deeper into Wick- 


edneſs, which before was deep enough 
to have overwhelmed his Soul. But 
thus the Neceſſities of his Guilt enga- 


ged and entangled him. He had thrown. 


_ Himſelf from the Guardianſhip of Grace 
and Providence by his firſt Tranſgreſ- 
fon; the preſent Effects of which were 
| likely to prove Miſchievous to him, 

except he could ward them off by a ſe: 
cond, which the ſame continued Paſ- 


ſion made eaſy to him, abated the Shock 


and Horror of the Fact, and ſuppreſſed 


thoſe Riſings of Conſcience which ſhould 


haye check'd him in it. 
| Obſerve the Proceſs of the Caſe, and 


5 With it the uſual Progreſs of Sin. It 


will appear from the ſecond Verſe of 
the eleventh Chapter in this Book, that 
Idleneſs produced a vicious Curioſity; - 


that Curioſity a wicked Indulgence to a 


| lewd Imagination; the Conſequence of 
. C gg 5 7 which 


which was Adultery, and the End of it 
Murder. This is enough to warn us 
of Sin in its firſt Approaches; which, 5 
it be not nipped in the Bud and re- 
;jecdted in its earlieſt Motians, will creep 


ſage from Heaven produced it; and the 
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into our Boſoms, and lodge itſelf in 
our Hearts, and will not thence remove 
without more Violence than the Ten- 
derneſs of moſt Conſtitutions will en- 
dure. The Man who hath not Hard- 
neſs enough in his Make to keep him 
innocent, will uſually be too /oft and 
ſelkindulgent to become a Penitent. Ex- 


ceptions, Iknow, there are to this, and 


almoſt every other Rule which can be 
named to us: And even the Caſe before 
us is an Exception ta it. But then 
you will remember that an expreſs Meſ- 


Circumſtances have been noted. which 
diſtinguiſh this from moſt other Ex- 
amples, and which are ſo many Rea» 
ſons why it ſhould not be drawn into 
Precedent, nor found any juſt ExpeQta» 
tion of a like favourable Iſſue, Health 


is certainly the beſt Security to Life; 


altho” in Sickneſs it be reaſonable My | 
try. 
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wiſe Man would chuſe bs Sickneſs b 


ace, to ſee what may be done for bis 
ee w_— the Ads or Anatomy op 
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ers of Medicine. But no 
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riment; nor will a ratio- 
— or a or Nad Man, forfeit his Imo 


se bed from chis KHrample h, be fal. 
He cannot eaſily be ſuppoſed to have 


more Reaſons for hoping well of his 


preſent Condition, than David had be- 


fore his unhappy Lapſe. Thro' a long 


Courſe of miraculous Peovidences he 
was eſtabliſh'd in a flouriſhing Kingdom; 
had the Honour of near and frequent In- 
tercourſes with Heaven; was of an ex- 


cellent natural Diſpoſition, improved by 


large Proportions of Succour from a- 


bove. Vet all theſe Advantages prov'd, 


we ſee, ineffectual for reſtraining him, 
and for preſerving that Integrity which 
he was once poſſeſſed of in ſuch an emi- 
nent Degree. Tho? his Poſture ſeemed 


erect and firm, and the Ground he ſtood 
upon ſmooth and even, yet, thro? Inad- 
vertency and Want of Caution, he had 


a n which ſorely bruiſed him; the 


Cc 4 Pain 


pain and the 8c HOwed. 
his on and would not even — uf 


5E R ON N. 


a AYBFattcz-T 
of it followe 
5 Nh N F 

a 


n, had not God in his ten, 
A8 Ae ces miraculouſly: ſnatched 


him as a Brand out of the Fire, awa- 


kened him by à Voice from Heaven n- 


to a Repentance deep and crying as 


encourag 
"Bu his pile ory Wal uns wen On 


his Sin, loath that a Soul fo white and 
ſpotleſs as his s il this foul Blemiſh 
ſtained it, be torn from the 


Hands af its e too bad indeed, 


and too much defiled, as yet to 85 d000 
them, - tho? too good in the main, to fall 
into any other. Therefore, 1 ſay, he 
received a peculiar Sun to 


from whence he was fallen; Which rouzed 

and - awakened - him: | Otherwiſe,: tis 
highly probable, he would have. gone 
on adding Iniquity to Iniquity, till all 


the Powers of his Virtue had been dozed 
and ſtupified in a fatal Lethargy, and all 
Hope precluded of his Recollection or 
Recovery. His Eſcape from the Dan: 
ger at the Expence of a miraculous In- 


terpoſal to ſave him, is no Reaſon to 


e our Adventure alter him. 


ty of 1 bis Eftape from it, is a Reaſon 
panes obvious ro the beſt of us all, why 

5 not be high-minded, but fear. 

God, may hence obſerve, hath no 

buch! Faopuvites whom he will forcibly 


 _ ſkreen off either from Guilt or Danger. 


But he will ſee and will puniſh Sin in 
all who are bold enough to commit it. 
No Man's Virtues lay upon Providence 
any Obligations to guard him againſt de- 
ſtructive and waſting Yices, when him- 
ſelf is willing to depart from the one, 
and to embrace the other. The Rule 
was long ago eſtabliſn'd, and God ſtill 
abides by it in his Dealings with Men — 
M hen the Righteous turneth away from his Ezccaviii. 
Righteouſneſs, and committeth Iniquity, and 
doth atcording to all the  Abominations 
which the wicked Man doth ; ſhall he live? 
' All his Ri ghteouſneſs which he hath done, 
Pall not be mentioned; in his Treſpaſs 
which he hath treſpa ſed, and in his Sin 
ewhich he hath ſinned, in them ſhall he die. 
The Caſe here put ſuppoſeth that righte- 
ous Men may finally wy away from their 
Righteouſneſs, and pla aly then tells them, 
that they have nothing to expect hut the 
: Portion of the Wicked, Yer #5) 
V. Hfth- 


, | 
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ALE eats Efforts are hen 
recommended to him for riſing again ak 


wy - (408) ITY: 71 "| Inv It 


. 2 and ity, where it i is ny 


ter his Fall, and for recovering his for- 
mer Poſture. God doth now no longer 


deal with us by immediate and ſpecial 
Applications from above. But he hath 


leſt ſtanding Means of Grace ſufficient, 


if they will hearken, to reclaim and to 


reform the moſt Guilty. A Voice from 
Heaven hath once for all proclaimed the 
Miſſion of our Lord and Saviour; ſay- 


ing, This is my beloved Son in whom. Tam 


well pleaſed: And by his Direction the 


Whole Will of God concerning us is up- 


on Record, and we may ar have Re- 
courſe to it. Wherefore, _ 5 

If either by the Miniſtry of his Word, : 
or by the Methods of his Providence, 
or by the Suggeſtions of his Spirit, or 
by a Reſort to his Ordinances, the Sin- 
ner feels himſelf warmed at any Time 
into ſober Recolle&ion and ſerious 
Thought; let him remember it is the 
merciful Call of, God to him, who. 
| [els 3 W 


4 
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1 help e 


him out of „ Mire that he Jak not ; 
on of the Mater: fd ec would drown 


him, and out of the 


uſe and improve the favourable 
tunity, purſue the Thought as far as it 


will carry him, and embrace the Invi- 


tation he receives from it to Repentance 


and Folineſs, and chance to Life and 


Immortality. 


* @ her Mouth now him. Lerhim 


How killing will ts che Reflexion es . 


may be forced hereafter to make upon 


ba Neglect of ſuch precious Moments? 


« What an abandoned Wretch was I 
(may he one Day think in the Ago- 


&« nies of his raging Soul) who refuſed 
“ the Offers of Grace and Salvation, 
“ when I was invited to cloſe with 


cc them, | when I: Was even willing to | 
embrace them, when I was juſt upon 
the Point of giving into them, when 
I was almoſt melted into Tears and 


K 


» 


Od 


« awakened into a Senſe of my Guilt 


and Danger; had not a Thing of 


a 


6 
6s eee of n . Gain, or ſome 


nought, a Guſt of vain Pleaſure, " 


ha - anpry 7 
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| Purpo Int r 1 
« my Happities, ct me back into the 


S ER * 0 N Jar. 
«empty: Honoury blown _ ; ray good 


« Courſes I was juſt forſaking, and ſunk 
cc nie thus. deeply, thus nen ins 
to the nethermoſt Hell? 
It is now in his Power to Avoid ehe | 
Horrors of ſuch a tormenting Retro- 
ſpect; if by a penitent Humiliation be- 
fore his God, he deriyes upon himſelf 
the Comfort of his Help, and the Eſta- 
bliſhment of his free Spirit. All this 
will be in vain attempted, in vain here- 


after wiſh'd for, with fad and endleſs 


Lamentations. | 
Now is' the Time in Winch We 5 


he may hope to be accepted; now only 
is the Day of Salvation. And God in his 


infinite Mercy grant that he, and we 
all, may in Time lay hold of it; that we 
may ſee in this our Day the Things 
which belong to our Peace, before they 


be hid from our Eyes for ever. 


Which we humbly beg of him in the 


: Name, and for the 51 of Jeſus Chriſt | 


our * 8 by. Advocate. 2 
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SERMON, xvi. 


o 5 E x great Point i in View. 
ih our Apoſtle thro? 
this whole Epiſtle, was to 
remove the Prejudices of 
the Jes againſt the Ad- 


| 1 of the Gentiles into the Church 


and Houſhold of God; which implyed 


in it the ſhocking Notion of throwing 


open their Encloſure, and la ing their 
(hitherto peculiar) Advantages in com- 
mon with all, who ſhould profeſs a 
Deſire and Willingneſs to partake of 
1 

According ly "he ſmooths his Way 
to them with. -admirable Skill and 
Dexterity, laying thick upon the Gen- 
nales the Guilt and Stupidity of their firſt 
Departure from the living God, which 
provoked him to give them wb ro "wie 415 


e to believe a Lye. 


This was a fit Monitory to. the Gen- 
tiles, of their Debt to a gracious: Provi- 
dence, in calling them out of their cho- 
ſen Darkneſs into the Light of the glo. 


rious Goſpel ; and at the ſame Time it 


2 18 and blanct'd the Apoſtle's own 


Character 
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Character with the Jews, which od 
not a little ſuſpected by them of too 
much Indulgence : and a el towards 
the Gentile. MG od 
I be Paſſage theretois | was now more 
open to him for proceeding directly tothe 
main Point in Queſtion, and for remind- 
ing both Jeu and Gentile of what was 
moſt valuable in both their Services, vis. 
a.cordial and vital Senſe of their Subje- 
ction to the Will of God, which in 
Courſe would put them upon all fit n- 
deavours to underſtand and to perform 
it; that all outward Practices not ſpring- 
ing from this Root, were a mere dead 
Letter of Forms and Ordinances, ut- 
terly unprofitable, utterly unavailable! 
to their Acceptance in the Sight of 
their holy judge; that in Caſes of in- 
vincible Tgnorance or unavoidable Im- 
pediment, ſuch a Spirit might be ac- 
cepted without the Letter, tho the Let. 
ter never would be without the Spirit; 
for, as our Apoſtle obſerves elſewhere; 
the End of the Commandment is Charity out x Tim.i.s. 
of a pure Heart, and of a good Conſcience, 
and of Faith unfeig ned.” Ad to this a 
farther . put by him in the 
Context 


** A 
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Rom. fl ii. 
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circumciſion be chad far 
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all not his Un- 
Circumciſion ? 


Righteouſneſs's the Law, Jt 


Not that a known Ordinance. of God 
was to be wilfully neglected; but 
' 28 where it WAS morally impoſſible, that | 
Nen ſhould come at it (which had long 
been the Caſe of the Gentile World) 
therè our Apoſtle intimates, that the 
Effect of it would teach them if they 
Were true to the main Deſign and Spirit 
of it, which was an uniform ;Obodpaneg 
to the Light afforded tliem. 


Well. But what Advantage then had a 


Jeu? Or: what. Profit was there in Cir« 
cumciſion? as the firſt Verſe of the 


| following Chapter objelts to the fore- 
going Reaſoning: Or what | Advantage 
(it may be now be aſked) hath a Chit 


ſtian, Lg Profit from his Baptiſm, up- 


on the Foot of ſuch catholic and exten- 
ſive Principles? I anſwer in the Words 
af our Apoſtle (which you have in the. 


ſecond Ver fey Much every way : Chieſiy 


s bat unto them were committed the 5 80 ä 


of God; and with them, the Means of 


imprinting upon their Minds a deeper 


_ of their 9 to God's Au- 
225 OT 


Wn: 
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of making theteby a farther 
Prog mY into the Spirit of me Religion, 


j and e f advancing to high- 


er Degrees of God's Favour and Ap- 
probation. 4 5 5 
This Was their As this their 


ſuperior Profit above others, who were 
deſtitute of ſuch happy Opportunities; 
whilſt | yet thoſe others, by a ſincere O. 


dience to the Law written upon their 


5 Hearts, might poſſibly be in a better 


- 3 
8 
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Condit ion with Regard: to the Favout 5 


3 or Diſpleaſure of God, than they t6 


whom his Oracles were * vain commit- 


ted 


The Obhection hence beidg thus fore: 


eloſed, as Well by the plain Reaſon of 


the Caſe in Iſue, as by the ſpecial Pe- 


termination of an inſpired Writer; the 


Moral of the Te ext will reach us as we 


2 


For it is as certain of Chriſtians, - Py 
erer was of Jews, that they are neither 
the one, nor the other, who are only 
o outwardly; that nd Ordinances of the 
one or the other Diſpenſation do trily 
Vol. W anſwer 


are Chri iftians, tho? in-its original Intend- 
; ment, it pointed at the eus. ; 


' 
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anſwer the Purpaſis Fey by them; 
whilſt they meet with a N coor 


which is merely external. 


. Baptiſm and Circumciſion a are ſo far” ups 
on the Level, that neither will avail. 


But it muſt be an inward, ſerious, 


Lo practical Senſe of the various Obli- 
gations, under which their reſpective 
Profeſſions ſeverally laid, or do lay them, 


which could then procure Accgeptance 


for a Few, or can now obtain it for 2 


OO: goin =o Þ 3 - 
The Heart mult be principally. con- 


| cerned ! in it; it muſt be in the Spirit, 


and not in the Letter; i. e. in the Spirit 
chiefly, in the Letter ſubordinately; the 
Praiſe of which, in this World of Fool. 


ery and Frailty, is not to be ron 


from Men, but God. 


The Text thus Ti will. natu- 


5 cull enter us upon a Subject of the ut · 


moſt Conſequence, to all who have a- 
ny good Meaning for the Intereſts of 


Religion, or for the Concerns on their 


own Salvation" For IN” 57h 


. 1a, 


which is only outward j in the Fleſh. es 


* 
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oy H 14. We may wh great Propri- 
ety. and. Uſefulneſs enquire from it, 


wherein a truly religious Frame of 


Mind doth principally conſiſt. -.. 


* 


II. Secondly, We may obſerve from 
it, that this Frame of Mind, (whatever 


403. 


it ſball appear to be) is. the Cardinal 5 


Point whereupon our Acceptance turns 


in the Sight of God; fo far, I mean, 'as 


any thing on our Parts can be Judged 


to contribute towards F 
III. Thirdly, We may hence infer, that 


all outward Practices; whether of ritual 


or moral Righteouſneſs, are ſo far only 
valuable, as they proceed from this Root, 


and build upon this as their only true 


and ſolid Foundation. To guard how- 
ever againſt the Dreams of Enthuſiaſm, 5 


it may be fit to add in the 


IV. Fourth Place, as a uſt and ere. 


15 Explication of the Text, that tho? 


the Letter here is comparatively depre- 
_ ciated, as ſet in a Light of Oppoſition 


to the Spirit, yet there is a ſubordinate 
Regard remaining due to it; ſo that 


Externals are never to be ſet at nought, 


D d a Gs e 


. er ha „ aer by them 
whilſt they meet with a e 
which is merely. external. _ 
- Baptiſm and Circumciſion are ſo far up⸗ 
on the Level, that neither will avail. 
which is only outward i in the Hab. . 
But it muſt be an inward, ſerious, 
a practical Senſe of the various C Obli- 
gations, under which their reſpective 
Profeſſions ſeverally laid, or do lay them, 
which could then procure Acceptance 
for a Jeu, or can now obtain it for 4 
COIs. + „ 5 © 
The Heart muſt by principally con- 
cerned in it; ; it muſt be in the Spirit, 
and not in the Letter; i. e. in the Spirit 
chiefly, in the Terter ſubordinately; the 
Praiſe of which, in this World of Fool. 
ery and Frailry, i is not to be N d e 
from Men, but God. 
The Text thus W will- natu- 
| rally enter us upon a Subject of the ut · 
moſt Conſequence, to all Who have a- 
ny good Meaning for the Intereſts of 
Religion, or for the Concerns a vga 
own ad F or . 
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7 1. 1 PR We may 1 great Propri. 
ety and Uſefulneſs enquire . from it, 


wherein a truly religious Frame or 


Mind doth principally conſiſt. 3 
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II. Secondly, We may obſerve peat 
it, that this Frame of Mind, (whatever 


it ſhall appear to be) is the Cardinal 


Point whereupon our Acceptance | turns 


in the Sight of God; ſo far, mean, as 


any thing on our Parts can be judged 


to contribute towards. . 
III. Thirdly, We may es infer, that 


all outward PraQices; whether of rind. 


or moral Righteouſneſs, are ſo far only 
valuable, as they proceed from this Root, 
and build upon this as their only true 


and ſolid Foundation. To guard how 


ever againſt the Dreams of Enthuſiaſm, 


it may be fit to add in the 


IV. Fourth Place, as a juſt and pro- 


per Explication of the Text, that tho? 


the Letter here is comparatively depre- 


ciated, as ſet in a Light of Oppoſition 
to the Spirit, yet there is a ſubordinate 
Regard remaining due to it; ſo that 


Bocternals are never to be ſet at nought, 


DS > except 
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except when the Whole is placed in 


them, or when too much Streſs is laid 
upon them, or when they manifeſtly 


feed and prey upon the Buna of real 


Holineſs. 


I. Our firſt Emqutey 3 the Text will 
lead us to examine, wherein a truly re- 
ligious Frame of Mind doth principally 
conſiſt ; viz. In a practical, awful, and 
lively Senſe of our Dependence. on the 
ſupreme Being. 

This is the noble and fruitful Root, 
from which all the beautiful Branches 


of true Religion are derived; the Foun» 


dation upon which all the goodly Juper- 


ftrufture of real and vital Holineſs is built. 


Without it, nothing can be done in Religh 
on to any faving Purpoſe; there can in- 
deed be no ſuch Thing as Religion, tho“ 


there may be a Pretence to it. For 


Religion is properly that Band or Tie, 


which attaches and unites us to the Au- 


thor of all Things, to the Parent of u- 


niverſal Nature. This is the general 
and 5 Notion of it, both ho. the 
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| will be done to the Purpoſes of real Pi- 


ety, which the Circumſtances of the 


3 
Nums and Thing. With this every Thing 


Agent admit, as poſſible, or practical. 


For a Man under this Conviction ha- 


bitually attending and governing him, 


will be ſenſible that he is not his own 


Maſter, but that every Motion and 


Action in which he engages are ſub- 


ject to the Guidance of an over-ruling 
Power; whoſe Will and Pleaſure con- 
cerning him, he will judge it of the 
higheſt Importance for him to know 
and do; ſo that if the Means of find- 
ing it are in any Manner open to him, 


his Care in this Matter will never be 


wanting; ſince an earneſt Solicitude 
will always attract and employ Endea- 
deavour. The Operations of human 
Nature are uniform, where no con- 


trary Byaſs warps them. And whate- 


ver we have much at Heart, will al- 
ways have a ſuitable fande upon the 


main Proceſs of Life and Action. Where- 


fore if this be our prevailing Byaſs, if 
it be a leading Principle with us, that 
we are under the Government of an 
Des © nary 
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infinitely perfe&t Being; all proper thn" 5 
ſequences will flow from it, as Streams 5 
do from their Fountain; all Opportu- 
nities will be embraced of recommend- | 
ing ourſelves to the Favour and Ac 
ceptance of our mighty Sovereign. The | 


| Law written upon our Hearts, ze. What 


natural Light diſcoyers to us of his: 
Will, ſhall be ſure of finding an uni- 
form Obſervange from us; for the In. 
viſible Things of Cod, even bis eternal 
Power and Godhead', may be eaſily and 
clearly underſtood by the 7 hings which are 
made; as our Apoſtle reaſons upon this 


Subject in the firſt Chapter of the E. 


piſtle; where he leaves the Perſons with- 
out Excuſe, who would take no Heed t to 


ſuch glaring Evidence, ſince there is a 
Proviſion made by natural Conſcience, 


which reminds every Man who com- 
eth into the World, that he came not 
by Chance into it; and an Attention 


once awake upon ſi uch an important Ar- 


gument, will lead him with due Encou- 


ragement; into all juſt and neceſſary 


Concluſions; it will be impoſhble to 


miss N if he 111 truly vines to 


KP 


\ * 5 x ' 
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entered upon a ſerious! 
weighty Subject, he will find the Propoſals 


1 in Sight of of hab, 2 id bed . 


Diſcuſſion of this 


of gan rs ſo very beneficial, ſoexceed- 
ingly uſeful, ſo perfectly and exactly ſuit⸗- 
ed, to the ene Difficulties and Doubts 


in which he will feel hirhſelf entangled, 

upon the Foot of unaffiſted Enquiries, 
that it is utterly incredible they ſhould 
fail of a thankful Reception, or of a 
due Improvement from him. 


But if Providence hath 1 him 


in a Soil, where theſe Propoſals cannot 


come at him; our Apoſtle hath ſettled the 


Point for bim, that having no written 
Law to govern him, his own Confcience 

(the Light which he hath) muſt be the 
Law to him, till a better reaches him. 


And if by Nature he doth the' Things 
contained in the Lau, (which the Apo- 


ſtle plainly puts not only as a poſſi- 
ble Suppoſal; but as a Caſe of Fatt) 
then that Conſcience, which beareth 
Witness in his Favour, will alſo plead 


an Excuſe for him, in the Day, when 8 
God ſhall Judge the Secrets of Men by Je- 4. 1.16. 


Foy dle This St. Paul harh told us 


_ e 


— — 
1 — 
— — 
——— ——ꝛů —— LHR EEE Ts 
= 
5 5 
4 
* ? 
x 


= — . <> Aarne — — — - 
-_ v — 
— my 
g — — m , , e ˙—ͤ 4 AT. > 
* 


40 
1 was his Goſpel. It is true, that under the 


Helps of Revelation, a Man with ſuch 
a Caſt of Mind and Temper would cer- 


} 
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i tainly make a much farther Progreſs, and 


qualify himſelf for much higher Degrees : 
of his Maker's Fayour, ſo, that it muſt 


be conſidered as a great Misfortune and. 


Diſadvantage to him, to be deſtitute of 


the Light which the Oracles of God 


might afford him. 
Mean while, it may be obſerved in 


| paſſing, that the great Creator was no. 
more obliged. to put all Men upon a, 


Foot of equal Advantages, than he was 
to make all his Creatures with like En- 
dowments, or ſuſceptible — eau Pri- 
vileges and Favours. 
Still however the religious principle 

which we ſuppoſe poſſeſſing the Man in 
our preſent View, the Senſe of his De- 

pendence which we ſuppoſe, all along, 


| prevailing with him, wall qualify him. 


for all the Advances and Improvements, 
which God deſigned for, or will ever 


; require from him. 


It is the Infelicity of the Soil where- 
in it Is PRES no Failure nor. Fault | 


an 
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en his Panty which iii his 0450 

Root from ſpreading i its goodly Branches 
more extenſively. And what is no way 
his Fault (we may be ſure if we are ſure 
of any thing) will never be imputed, as 
ſuch to him by a Wr Wc 252. 
God. For, Oita 


II. Second hy, This practical, ein; and . 


lively Senſe of our Dependence on the 
Supreme Being, attended, as we always 
2 ſupp oſe it, with its proper Conſequences, 
is the Cardinal Point whereupon our 
Acceptance turns in the Sight of God; ſo. 
far, I mean, as any thing on-our Parts can 
be judged to contribute towards it. 
he Service of the Heart is doubtleſs. 
preferable to any other Service, and in the 
Truth of Things will carry along with it 
all other Service which is worth Accept- 
ance, It will certainly neglect no fit or 
known Expreſſion of its fincere Attach- 
ment to thoſe Intereſts whereunto it is 
really and affectionately devoted. So that 
exery Point which is worth ſecuring will 
effectually be ſecured when this Service of 


a 
an 


very End of Religion/v wil be ans 


Se ch when the leading Powers of the 


Mind are once gained over to it; every 


End, I mean, of Religion, RS the 


Capacity and Condition of the Perſon 


enable him to anſwer: And more than 


this, we may be ſure, as I have ſaid, 
will not be required of him. e 

For how, I befeech you, is it con- 
abjeabls, that with the forementioned 
Senſe of Things poſſeſſing him, with an 
habitual and firong Perſuaſion, that he 
lives under the Inſpection and Gui- 
dance of an all- ſeeing Providence, (how, 
Lask, can it be imagined poſſible) that 
he fats either negle& any Means of 


acquainting himſelf with the Will of 


Providence concerning him, or volun- 
tarily croſs upon it, when he is once 
-acquainted with it? It this now be not 
imaginable; what more, I would far- 
ther ask, can be thought deſirable from 
a rational Creature, conſidered as in a 
State of Frailty? What more, however, 
can a merciful and gracious God de- 
mand of a Creature, whom he hach 
3 veſted with no farther Powers, 


and 


better C Opportunities? 5 1 

Well would it be Wirk u us ne e: 
Rimony of all our Conſeiencss Were a 
favourable, if they bore witneſs t So 
that we thus have cleaved imto the Lord - 
our God, that we thus have ſerved him in 
Sincerity and in Truth, "with a perfect | 
Heart, and with a willing Mind; that ve 
thus have walked before him in Upright- 2 2 
neſs, and Integrity of Heart ; that we are 
really poſſeſſed of that Tiuth in the . 
ward Parts which he deſires and expects 
from us: For then we are as fure as the 
Reaſon of Things and the Oracles of 
God can make ùs; that, f there be 2 
willing Mind, it weill be accepted atcording 4 
zo that we have, and not accor, ling to 
| that we have not. There is nocht ng 
of equal Moment, nothing ſo fe to be 
the great and general Condition of 
God's Favour to his Creatures, in 4 8 5 
State of Frailty, as the Temper of Mind . 
which hath been here deſcribed to you. 
And were our Hearts, I fay, thus ſound in 
his Statutes, we might lift up our Faces 


| * 2 des We — be agent, cud 


4 


need 
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rell not fear ; ſince theUpright have "IN 
miſe that they ſhall dwell in his Preſence. 
But where amidſt the infinite Variety 
of Pretenders to this Integrity, ſhall we, 
find any Numbers who really ſtand poſ- 
ſeſſed of it, Perſons without Guile, fear- 
ing God, and eſcthewing Evil? The Cog- 
niſance of this Enquiry belongs to God, 
who alone is the Searcher of Hearts, a. 
lone can diſcern the ſecret T houghts 
and Intents of them. Yet we are ſure, 
that ll are not Children, who are of the 
Seed: of Abraham ; nox are they all Iſrael, 
who are of Hrael. But who in particy- 
5 lar are, or are not ſo, we have nothing 
to do to o judge. 1 ed however i in 


the 


Ul. Third Mes to a 1 Ob- 
ſer vation, that all outward Practices, 
whether of rituat or moral Righteouſ neſs, : 
are ſo far only valuable, as they ſpring 

from this Root of a. pure and upright 
Heart, and build upon it as their only 

true and ſolid Foundation. For ritual: 

Practices; no Man who thinks of them 

can aſcribe. any Value ro. them, but 

What 
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ons is ſubordinate to ſome farther 
View, ſuppoſed to be advanced by them. 
And therefore where they end in the 
mere external Performance, without 
promoting ſome farther Service, the Sa. 
orifice of Fools is the higheſt Title they 
can pur in a Claim to. *Tis well-if the 
Knave doth not often creep in under the 
HooPs Diſguiſe, and carry on the naughty 


43 


Purpoſes: of a corrupt Heart, thro the 


goodly Appearances; of a formal Coun 


tenance, and the exact Punctilio's of 4 


ſanctified Deportment. Tis well iß, 


where a crooked Meaning is not har- 
boured under the Veil of demure Re: 


preſentations, the true Spirit of Piety be 


not in the Event à Sufferer from too 
great a Regard to them. The Man who 


pays it, will do well, however, to en: 
ter into a ſtrict Examination of hls own 


Heart, whether it ſtands as zealouſly af 


fected towards the Duties of än higher 
Claſs; of Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, and God. 
Tues: And if it doth not, he may af 
ſure himſelf that there is a wrong Turn 
in it, that it is by no Means OX: in 
an 15 Gods A 


Even 
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9 Even thoſe Duties e de of, the 
: big her Claſs, as exemplified | to the 
World i in external Pradtice, do not always 
flow from a right Principle, are not al- 
Po, the Products of a good Intention, 
nor of a pure Cunſcience. And where 
ey are not ſo; they, as well as the 
wretched Performers of them, are but as 
founding Braſs, or as à tinkling Cymbal. 
Bold as the ſounding Braſs, if there be a- 
ny Proſpect of impoſing upon God by 
them; vain as the tinkling Cymbal, if 
there be any Delight in expecting or en 
joying the Praiſe of Men for them. The 
Largeſs of all our Goods to feed the Poor, 
and of our Bodies to be burned for the Sake 
of the Goſpel, one would be apt to ima- 
gine very high and ſignificant Expreſſi- 
ons of our Zeal for the Glory of God, 
and the Good of Men. But yet we 
x Coraxii. know the Apoſtle hath put both theſe 
1 Caſes, attended with a Suppoſal that 
the true Principle might be wanting, 
which alone could give any Character 
of Advantage, or of Uſefulneſs, even to 
ſuch exalted and ſhining Appearances. 
Other Examples after theſe, it were ea · 
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Duties performed in a lower Way, 


ed from, of Devotions, Mortifications 
of various Sorts; ſtrong perhaps and 


lively, tho? ſtill mere Images of the ſe- 
veral Virtues they would be thought to 
repreſent , whilſt yet they have really 
neither Part nor Lot in the one Thing 
needful; nor is the Heart (it may be) 


of the Perſons wearing them upright 


in the Sight of God. Still they may 
not mean his Service in any of | theſe 
ſplendid Actions: But either the Force 


of Education, or the Praiſe of Men, or 


a complexional Diſpoſition, or ſome 8 
preſent Proſpect, ſomething different 

A and independent on the View of 
E ms God and obeying his Will, may 


poſſil * be way: Motive to e practice. 


| good — he | Reaf 85 
dence and the Views of e es 


65 it not ode 10 ae betdre you, , of, | 


| Monſes experided, of Pleaſures abſtain: . 


7 at) — — to a 
n f Provis 


" 
* 
* 16 4 
N. 
5 
"as 


& 


gf otives. teh 5 we FY TS | it were 4 
ed in no other Regards beſides thoſe of 
perſonal Humour, or of preſent Conve: 


nience. Every Man would meet with 


diverſe Inſtances in Life, where ſuch 


Motives would fail him; and where his 


Virtue would conſequently be deſtitute 
of any. fit Incentives to it. 80 that 
there was an evident and plain N eceſſity 


of founding the Obligations to it upon 
Reaſons more uniform and more exten- 


Give, and of fixing the Root of it as 
deep as the Heart of Man: Since other: 
wiſe any Blaſt of T. emptation, any Gut 
of interfering Intereſt or Paſſion, might 


| __ lde or overſet its Ter 


W. Burri in Knatly: 1 ibo che 


Heart of Man be of principal Account 


in the Service of his Maker, and the 


mere Letter of his Obedience 1 in any poſ- 


- ible Inſtance be of no Value nor "Con: 


ſequence, i in Compariſon with the Spirit 


of it; yet to guard againſt the Dreams 


of Enthuſiaſn, it is fit 1 ould add, as 4 


juſt and proper Explication of my T ext; 
that it is very neceſſary to be 4 Chriſtian 
ard 4 as well as aui that * ; 


Vhich are never toi be ſet at noughr,: ex- 
cepr when the whole i 18 placed in them, 
or When too much Streſs is laid upon 

or when the n 


| HT he . Heror of the Jews: in our 
Siviour's Time was indeed Rituality, +7 
an exceſſi ve undue Regard to the Cere- 
monial of divine Worſhip. Hence we have 
frequent Monitories in the Ney Teſta- 
ment againſt a Diſpoſition which, in T ruth 
Mult, be confeſſed, is apt in its Nature, 
to eat out the Vitals of true Religion. 
I 2 Yet. our Savi Ur well conſidering of 
what we are made, that we have Bodies 
as well as Spirits Which will neceſſarily 
mix with every human Aden excluded 


reſcri ed a Meaſure e to chen 
knew. in ſhort, what was in Ma y 
knew, that Man could not do without | 
them... Accordingly. the Seafon,*, upon 
which. we are enter d, warne dre ' 
dn übe to them n in the . 


1 ae Fan. 1. on de ireu x 7 of dur Laid; 'F- | 
Verl. e . aboliſh 


i 
1 A 
15 TY 7. 
| | ; 1 
—_— <>; 9 
\ ; x 
1 x 


_ Infiſts' on no more than what ſhe thinks 
Dedeney; and as für as we can trace 


and Nature. I Will on 


8 ER M O N 6 ** 1 
aboliſh,” but which; ill aboliſtrd, * 


taĩnꝰ' d its Title to a due Obſervancec: 


he declared throughout the —.— 
Courſe of his exemplary Life, that it 
behoved him to fulfill all Righteouſ- 
neſs, and to claim no Rxerption from 
any Part of it. Vet 1 will not at laſt 
undertake to fay, that we no Where in- 
dulge too much to this Bent; no where 
miſcaleulate, nor exceed in the — | 
Mould ſet upon Articles of this Kind 
ly ſay, that our 
Church in her general Aim and Purpoſe 


ice the 
Hiſtory of public Worſhip, no Evidence 
appears that'leſs of chis Kind was ever 


adopted into ancient Offices: So łhat if 


a certainly alle a Fault on the other Side 
of the Queſtit 
Treatment of Fotins! and 'Orditances; 


therebe any where amongſt us a Fault 
in this Matter, it 18 chargeable upon 
barticdlar- Tutlintions; not upon 6ur gent 
ral ot "e/Fabliſhed © Nat 25.” But there is 


e n contemptucus 


and ef all Authority divine and Human: 


I wiſh at LE 1 not appear, that 
es 2 As #he 


the World in Time wall come to be di 
vided between the two great Extremes, 
of idoliæing them on the one Hand, and 
of wilifymg them on the other; of aban: 
doning the Succours which it was de- 
 figned we ſhould receive from them, 
and of expecting more from them than 
they were ever meant to afford us 
As for” dutward Practices of moral 
Rich hte he, the inward Diſpoſition £0- 
wards t m is therefore ſo 'valu: RS, 
xecaulſe it is the only Principle ts be de- 
8 on for ſecuring un uniform,” pun- 
| Rial and conltant Obſervance of them | 
in Life and Conduct. 80 that the Pre. 
tence muſt be infinitely unreaſonable and 
; preſumproous, which boaſts of the Rot 
without Ering g any Branches to ſhew 


E for it; which talks much of the Spirit, 


and totally neglects the Letter, which 
g profeſſes Devotion” 70 God withour any 
Reſort to His Ordmances, or Charity ta 


Man without doing Goo! 70 him as Oppor= 


Tuniries are preſented, A Foundation 
which lies too deep in the Earth to have 
any known Superſtructure raiſed upo! 
It, is not raculated for any viſible Ad- 
E ez vantage 


4 _ 


ſuch) of any Service in human 


"Jp E R M 0 N XVI. 


vantage of Vſefulneſs gx 'Edification; 
Nor are the Virtues (if there could be 


| which lie ſo hid in the deep of the 


Heart, that they are never viſible i in ex- 


ternal Practice. But | there, can in the 


Truth of Things be no ſuch, Virtues: N 
For like Lights put under a Buſhel, they 
will either break thro it, or will be ex- 
tinguiſbꝰd by it. So that tho? the Cogni- 
ſance of 80 Heart belongs not to Man, 

when the Queſtion, is whether outward 
Actions of a fair Appearance do or do 


not flow from it, yet where, no. ſuch 


Actions are viſible, a. rational Man can 

never believe, that there is in Reality 
any Diſpoſition towards them. The Tree 
wlll be known, in this Caſe, by-1 its. 1 ruits ; 
the. preſumption will be, that Faith cane 
not fail of ſbewing it ſelf in 1 ſuitabll Works; 
that 4 wiſe Man, one who is truly 2 
dowed with Knowledge, will. ſhew out of a 


good Converſation his Works with Meekneſs 


of Wiſdom ; neither ſolicitous to be ſeen | 
of Men, nor affectedly declining No- 
ice, when it may prove exemplary; 
but above all, regarding the neyer-fail- 


* 1 oY 8 1 - * 4 ing 3 
- 5 5 a 
2 * 


©. . " 5: the l f 
1 * 


Ter - 


ing InfpeRtion” of God his Judge, Who 
ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, who weigheth 
gur A tions ina Balance, and will render 


Man according to his D 


£5, * ad ar. 


W 


r e 


mdutted ws thro the ſeueral Changes an 
Chances of this mortal Life, go on to 1 
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S'ERMON XVEL 
Faith, and during his Abſence from 
them had heen perverted to Opinions 


423 


favouring the” Moſaic Law „ and the 


Belief of its being ſtill obliging to them 
under the Goſpel State; and they who 


had ſeduced them into theſe Miſperſua- 


ſions, ſeem alſo to have inſinuated, that 


St. Paul himſelf mg given into their 
NCeotions. ; 0000 
Upon theſe Views th ſets out with af 
ſerting the Authority of his Miniſtry, 
to which he tells them he was commiſ⸗ 
ſion d immediately from God and his 
Chriſt; without Dependence on any 
Man, or any Apoſtle, one of whom he 
reproved to his Face for too tame a 
Compliance with this very Error. 


He farther hints to them in His Thos. 


duction at the fourth Verſe; that one 


Deſign of our Saviour in giving himſelf 


for our Sins, Was to deliver" us from the 


preſent evil World ; which in ali Likeli- 


hood muſt mean the preſent Dil 

tion of dhe Me Law; ſineée our 84 
viour came not to tale us out of che 
| World, or, in, that Senſe f cee 


to deiner us from/it; bu 4s N Age * 


% 8 ER MONA 
td o come was in Sct ipture pr 
Age of the Meſſias, or the Eco my o 
the Goſpel; ſo the Age then in being 
(Which is the literal Tranſlation of the 
Words render'd by us this preſent W orld) 
muſt in all Probability mean, the Di- 
penſation then in * of the e Orr 
dinances. E H en 
He next orocecds to aaa his Won- 
8 der, that they ſhould ſo ſoon be ſeduced 
Ul | and alienated from he Doctrine he had 
[i taught them, into quite another Scheme 
of Principles, Y 6. We hardly make 
Senſe of the Words next following, when 
vVve read them as they ſtand in our 8 
liſh Bibles, (which is not another ] we 
ſhould rather, I humbly conceive, give - 
the following Turn to them; Which Re- 
moval of yours from me who converted 
Goſpel, is nothing elſe, or is fairly charge- 
able upon no other Cauſe, but that 
there are ſome who would confound 
vou, and quite change the Tenour of 
the Geſpel Economy... But let Who 
Sul do o he it myſelf, as my Adyer- 
ſar es would nfinuate, or be it any 0- 
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Cy, 1 e 
Hes —— rw e te a > 
$9.6: "Whmdver might do or be, hereto- 
<« fore, when I profeſſedly followed the 5 
“ Counſels of Men, and — the e, 
* Authority of the'Zewjb/Sanhedrim; 
yet ſurely you cannot now imagine, 1 
6 would ſo far deſert, or betray my Truſt, 
4 as to mix any thing with my Doctrine 
4 from a View of pleaſing Man rather 
than God by it. If in the Circumſtances 
« wherein Inow ſtand, expoſed to ĩnnu- 
. merable Dangers from the whole Te- 
nor of my Profeſſion, I ſhould ſuffera. 
5 « ny Conſiderations of this Sort to pre- 
vail with me, I might e'en as well quit 
60 Claim to my Commiſſion, and no lon- 
* geravow myſelf with ſuch infinite Ha 
< zard-a' Servant of Chriſt ? ; 
WMWe read the Paſſage, Do L 
 ſuade Men, or God? which undd ann 
the W ord render d by us Perſuade, ſig- =. 
nifies ſo to perſuade, as to appeaſẽ, to gain 
the Hoint intended, to make: court, and 
ſucceſsful Application ; Zito. 1 
Wen £5 Ota. _—_ _ at Bi 
. 5 Servants =? 75 
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Servants with the Moras he uſed to them; 
j. e. the Words he uſed to them perſua- 
el ther: bu 3 Pi poſe 

„Thus a0 boon a Chic? 3 * 
. the Watch who had guarded the 
Body of Feſus, that they would anger 


take to perſuade the Governor, i. e. to 


jy bis Diſpleaſure, that he ſhould not be 


pngry at their men! in watching. 


Acts xi, 


And moſt of all to our Purpoſe; 
chis very Word is euch d to mate a 
Friend of ; where the People of Tyre and 
and S$don, are ſaid to have made Blaſtus 
the King's Chamberlain their Friend, © 
Thus, I think, you will have the full 
Import of my Text in n the OO 
Paraphraſe. get 

« Is it vow 4 Time of Day for me to 
make my Application and my Court 
“ to Men, or God? Shall I make it my 
« Buſineſs to ſeek the Favour of Men? 
No certainly; if I Rill did thus, in 


& vain ſnould I profeſs myſelf a Ser- ” 


4 vant of Chris. If I'preach'd any Do- 
4 Grine with 3 View to Man-pleaſing, 


5 . =] might as well ""_—— my Relation 


. 1 53 It to 


5 Gigi my Anger e; arid x e 


— . ſuch apparent e dee b. 
my preſent Intereſts. e 

95 I now perſuade Men, on. God? Or. 
ao Tſeel to pleaſe Men? Fans if I yet pleas 
fed Men, I ſhould not be 9 E 
r or, Iwould not be the Servant of 

Chrift ; I would nat profeſs ſuch an ha- 
wart er Doctrine to no manner of Pur. 
poſe. The Moral of my Text thus open- 
ed is general, affects not only, the Buſi- 
neſs of Preaching, but of Liuing, reaches 
not only to the Caſe of any ſang le Duty, 
but is alike extenſive to all our religious 
Oblgations; Since whatever proceeds up- 
on a Foot of Religion, or hath any 
Claim to its Recompence, muſt have a 
principal Eye of Regard to God, as the 
Creator, Preſerver, and Govertiour of 
the World; who conſequently ſtands 
entitled to the Homage and eee 
| of every Being in it. 'No'Perforr ance 
can be acceptable to him, which civic 
nat this View along with it, -and'is in 
N by it as its leading Motive. 


To this Man-pleaſing is 1 


bring che direct Reverſe of it; 
rad 
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_ therefore in conſidering tl 
the Crane,” we ſhall cafily e the 
Genius of the Virtue; as in expoſing 
the Unprofitahleneſs, Folly, and £ Danger 


0 nn 


of the one, we cannot miſs obſerving 
the erte n he a e _ e = . 
the others} 55: 55 5 

The Nature of: the Crime wilt come 
firſt under | Conſideration, before we 
nn to et n the M rant of i inc 


%. 5 
7 , 


291. B then? 1 en ehre upo n mY 
that all Endeavour to pleaſe Men' is is not 
univerſally" to be ane nor Cen- 
. [77 

This is 0 fir em Seng: true, ls 
all unneceſſary Diſpleaſure knowingly 
given to them is criminal as croſſing 
upon the Rules of human Society, and 


betraying too much Arrogance, as well 


as too en Sufficiency of Mind and 


3 ur even to the Infirmities 


of our Brethren; becauſe no Man lives 
without his Share of Frailties; and every 


Man will want Allowances of {ome fort 
We: Wahet5 from the Perſons who have 


Ion  Intercouſs 


T this Conſidetat ion. Since it is unque 


8 ER 


Tatercourſe, and } 4 in erce akin, i, 
8 80 that there are Caſes in which. every 


' bis Good to Edification., And what ought © 
to be done, i 1s certainly. a very juſt and 
| proper | View with the Perſons who ate 
to do it. Nor is even Se excluded 2 


ſtionably conc ucive to the Hence 
Mankind, that every Member of 1 
great Community ſhould be. deſirous of 
living well With t the World about him, 
of maintaining a a fair orreſpondence 5 

with other M 1 of che ſame Socie- 


and FE 5 are "he one Pe Nj | 
will not give into Meaſures ſo fair and 

equitable, and evidently adapted to 4 

common Intereſt. They love indeed 
the ill-natured Pleaſure of being per- 
verſe and diſobliging; and therefore 
will never think of pleaſing, where 
oy. have not fome Yiews of Profit from 


f 1 8 7. 
e 1 f NY 
* 
— 
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of us. ought to Beal his Neighbour far Row. xv. 


; SERMON: vi 
Kean jon, ich is mild aa: wh 
* 251 well-natuired ; full f Merty 
. good Fruits, yet as much without 
Hypo 105 48 the moſt rough and ſurly 
Barbarians: This is therefore a Diſp = 
fition fo far from deſerving a Character 
of Difadyantage ; that there is nothing 
more defttable, nothing more ornamen- 
ral, nothing more ſerviceable to human 
Society, 500 more neceſſary to the due 
Diſcharge of all relative Obligations. 
But to this View of Man- pleaſf ing, 
which is Taudable and comely, there are 
divers e Which render it a 15 5 


wb injure. che our eee or HE 
The Make of ſome Men is fo ſoſt and 
ductile, that they know not how to 
Rand out againſt the wildeſt ' Propofal, 
which Example, Converſation, or Com- 
pany can advance to them. Their. Rea- 
ſon is ſo ſubdued to theſe potent In- 
fluences, that it cannot reſiſt, or re- 
monſtrate to any practical Purpoſe- 

1 he 


- mk e being: ne and miſlead hem ( 


into Paces and Motions E the moſt fatal 
Conſequendce ,v hich they purſue not | 

otigital Choice and Approbation, but | 
merely from the Impreſſions of an un- 
mahly Diffidence, and the Fear of being 
thought too ſtiff and uncompanionable. 
This Eaſineſs of Nature will gradualſy 
weaken; and at laſt wear out all the 
Principles of Sobriety and Virtue; from 
tame and unfledg'd — bf a4 bad 
Example will make them Leaders" in it; 
will thus perpetuate a Succeſſion Gf . 
centious Practices; and fo, by a Pre- 
poſterous Miſapplication of the Name 
and Thing, what began in Complaiſance, 
will end in the total Deſtruttion Ef all 
_ good Manners. Wen Virtue comes 
onde to be flexible; will ſdon ceaſe co 
be Virtue; When ir departs from its 
Steddineſs, it yields up its beſt Security, 
and you have nothing to expect from it, 

when you can 'obſerve it upon che Parlys 
hearkningto P and gie ing amo 
the Faſhion of dhe World. A g Sol 
| —_ Feſms. Cviſt muſt neither be due 


rel nor 


| _ Ir1gated 118 Cue 3 
4 rotary Fears muſt prevail with hit 
| to quit his Poſt, norito deſert the Charge 
which Providence Bath allotted to him. 
Let the World about him cajole;.deride, 
or menace him; his Part in Life is aſ- 
Gigo'd him by al ſupexior Power, and no 
AnvItarions muſt; duce. him to betray 
it, 00 to act out: of bis proper Character 
as à rational Creature, Accountable: for 
the Truſt repoſed in him. There will 
come à Day (be ſute there will) wher 
aue muſt all appear before. the Judgment Seat 
of Chriſt;j'\ and then it will. be ſeen whe- 
2 the little Intrigues or Pleaſures of 
will compenſate for our Departure 
| — the living God, and from tlie true 
Wiſdom of Religion. Again 
. Secondly, When we court the Fa- 
gbd Applauſe of Men by the Dawb 
of officious: Flattery, when we paint 
out their Virtues to them beyond all 
the Proportions of real. Liſe, and fink 
tlieir groſſeſt Faults into common Frail- 
ties, or rather leave them no Frailties to 
remind them of what Nature they are 


NS this 18 View of Man- 
= pleaſing, 


11 
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pleaſing, ' which every Man who hath 


* 
* 
* 
15 * . 
2 | ; 3 3 


Senſe and Soul i in him ſhould beaſhamed 


of entertaining. It is indeed the Reſult 


of a Spirit ſo lou / and groveling, that 


every Man who obſerves, deſpiſe and 


deteſts it, except the poor Idol, who; 


in his own Caſe; can be fond of it. T hs 


Wiſdom and Virtue, will always; even 
in its own (moſt of all in its own) 


Caſe, reject. and abhor I . : Ilias indeed = 


an Affront upon any Man's Underſtand: 
ing to take it for granted, that he will 


be pleaſed to he {6 impoſed upon; as it 


is an Imputation upon his Morals, to 
imagine that he hath either Vices to bo 


_ coverdby it, the Siglit of which would 


moleſt him; or Virtues which need a 
falſe-colouring; to give them an Height 
and Beaury not ipropetly- E to 
them. 05 


of Self. Love, that it is not ordinarily 


willing to look thro' this thin Diſguiſe; 


much leſs to diſcourage it by thoſe 
Frowns:' and Animadverſions which. 


Vet ſuch i is the Fondnefs and Panialiry 


would ſoon change its Note, and give it 


any Sound Which the Hearer ſhould des 
e * * 15 
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ſire. The coarſer Dawh Will perhaps 
offend; but well managed Flattery, whiell 


draus with ſome Reſemblance, tho? al- 
ways, be ſure, with the. very beſt and 


_ © moſt heightned Likeneſs, is a Stratagem 
| leſs apt to fail of pleaſing. And yet the 


Fuce-Hlatterer is uſually found in Com- 
pany with the back and the buſy Mocker ; 
he prides himſelf in acting the ſuperior 
Part, in laying his Snare ſo well, that 


he finds it takes; this Pleaſure would 
burſt him, if it had no vent, and there- 


fore the Dupe whom he hath made his 


own by it, muſt in fit Time and Place 


undergo the keen Satyr of his Reproaches, 
in Proportion to the Exceſs of his laviſh 
Commendations. 4 

But what an Abuſe i is this of Wa Pri- 


vilege of Speech, and the Powers of 


Language! To pervert it into a Diſguiſe | 


of our Meaning, inſtead of a Diſcove- 
ry and a Communication of it! To fall 


down and worſhipa Man like our ſelves 


with it, and to lick the Duſt of his Feet, 
with hom we ftand upon Terms of 
Equality, in Regard to the main Advan- 
N of our common * To - 

* 
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Poll Good, and Good Evil, in Comple- 


ment ant Homage to thoſe, who can 


neither change the Nature, nor alter the 
Standard of Things, nor make one Hair 
for us white br 'black, nor keep our 
Breath or their own, within the No- 
ſtrils for one Moment longer than the 


Lord of Life ſhall permit its Continu- 


ance! Farther yet, and 

3. Thirdly, That View of Man-pleafing 
| ſhould not paſs without its Share of Re- 
proach and Cenſure, which is attended 
with an undue Meaſure of Solicitude 
for the Event, and will not leavea Man 


eaſy, till all are made fo, whom he 


Means to pleaſe, Berlidps this is not 


within his Porr, perhaps tis unfit it 
ſhould be in his Mill to pleaſe them, by 
the Methods which ME can pleaſe 
them; perhaps tis not worth while to 
ſtake the Comfort and Pleaſure (it may 

be alſo the Innocence) of his Life, up- 

on the Whim and Caprice of Men not 
eaſily pleaſed, but very eaſily diſcontented: 


Tis too low a View for a Man of Spi- 


rit and lk: Al to ſteer his Motions | 


by a Cape S which may ſo probably 
„„ fail 
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fail him, and can never enough requite 


him for the Drudgery of holding the 


Comforts of his Life upon the precarious 


Tenure of what others ſhall ſay or think 


of him. A good Man may, and ſhould 


be ſatisfied from himſelf ; from a Conſci- 
_ ouſneſs, that his Intentions are upright, 


and that he hath not fail'd in the Exe- 


cution by any notable Miſmanagement- : 


It is acknowledged, that there is a De- 
ference due to the Eſteem of Mankind; 
which no Man ſhould willingly forfeit, 
and no Man ſhould profeſs Indifference, 
whether he hath, or 1 not his Share 


in it. But chies © is a real and a wide 


Diſt inction between a moderate Deſire, 


and an over-heated Anxiety. The one 


will be ſufficient to ſpirit up all fit En- 
deavours ; whilſt the other will betray 
a Man into mean and paultry Conde- 
ſcenſions. The one will conſiſt with the 
Innocence of the Dove , and yet will mix 
with it a due Proportion of the Serpent's 
Wi dom, whilſt the other will entangle a 
Man in all the Mazes and Perplexities 
of | Cunning, in all the Pomp of labour'd 
APPRArances, and with little of no pro- 
bortion d 
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- Portion'd Meaning to them, in all the 


dark Intrigue and Politic of Life; in all 
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the Shifts and Subtleties of a various | 
unſteddy Conduct; in all blind Submiſ- 


ſion to the few, or to the many whoſe 


Favour he would court, without due 


Regard to the Meafures of Truth and 
Juſtice, of Right or Wrong, of whatis 
fit or decent, or conſiſtent with ſuperi- 


or and prior Obligations. Great and 
apparent is here the Danger, that in 


ſome of theſe Encounters his Integrity 


will contract foul Blots and Blemiſhes ; 
that it will not make its Way thro? fo 
many dark and intricate Paſſages without 
being loſt, ' or ſorely plunged in ſome 
of them. Since he who hath a Mind 
much bent upon pleaſing Man, will find 


it unbent, in all Likelihood, when he 


ſhould be pleaſing God. Our Saviour 


long ago obſerved, that no. Man could 


ſerve two Maſters ; for either he would 
hate the one and love the other, or elſe he 
would hold to the one and deſpiſe the other : 


But it was certain that God and Mammom yz. i. 
could, # not HOY: be en "UE him. 24. 


Fot 


P 7 3 4. Finreb- 


438 


SER MON XVII. 
4. Fourthly and finally, the moſt miſ. 
gon and fatal Inſtance of Man- 


pleaſi ng is, that which the forementioned | 


Caſe is apteſt to conclude in; vis. a Pre- 


ference of Man to God. Let Man, if you 


will, be pleaſed; let all fir and ſober En- 
deavours be laid out upon a View 
which will bear a good deal to be ſaid 


floor it, Why it ſhould be purſued and 
cultivated. Oaly let not God be poſt. 
poned or neglected for any Applications, 


which cannot abide the Teſt of a Com- 
pariſon. Let the Righteouſneſs of his 


Kingdom be firſt in our Thoughts and 


Cares, and then let all ſubordinate Proſ- 
ſp ofts. have the Allowances which are 
ſeverally due to them. Religion was 


intended for the Support of an uniform, 


conſiſtent Scheme of Life and Aion 


It was never meant to diſconcert the 


Buſineſs of the World, but to temper 
and to regulate thoſe Exceſſes of our. 


ſeveral Paſſions, which are ſo prone to. 


mingle with all human Purpoſes, to ruf. 
file the Order, and to diſcompoſe the 


Tranquillity of public as well as private 
Tale You may know what you have. 


£0, f 
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to 4 on from a a who n | 


under the Power of its Principles; they 
will even oblige, whenever they permit 


him to be tractable and pliant; and they 


will always permit him to be ſo, e 


where the Latitude of the Allowance 


would produce worſe Conſequences, 
than any Reſtraint will under which 


he may happen to be laid by them. For 


tho'ꝰ ſome /ingle Point may be gained in 
Life, by a Departure from the Rules of 


a ſteddy Virtue, yet the Sum total of 
Affairs will beſt be ſerv'd by an inflexi- 
ble Adherence to it. 

Men of ſtrong Paſons may ep 


to have thoſe Paſſions courted; but a 


Man 


f trae Wiſdom will deſpiſe the 


mean Submiſſiveneſs of that ſlaviſn 
Idolizer, who can make his Reaſon and 
Religion bow down to his Intereſt, and 


can proſtitute his Lips to the Uſe of a 
Language, which his Heart underſtands 
or means not. Will ſuch a Man be true 
to his Engagements, or faithful to his 
Truſt in a trying Juncture: ? It were 


wild and abſurd to expect it from him! 
"98 ſteers, it is evident, by quite ano- 


F f 4 ther 
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ther Compaſs, which will veer. about 

with Occaſions, and will lead the Man 
iis is governd by it, thro' all the 
Windings and ning af a 8 
inſiſtent Conduct. 


There is nothing Anise but Prihei- 
| omg nothing ſteddy but Virtue; nothing 
upon which any ſure Dependence can be 
form'd but Religion. Things and Per- 
ſons built or building upon any narrow- 
er Foundation, you will find upon Proof 
of them, to be tottering, weak and un- 
ſtable; and you cannot tell what will 
come of them, nor what they will ex- 
pect from you, nor where, vor when, 
nor how, their endleſs Demands upon 
you can be ever anſwer'd. You will 
find very little in them of what is in- 
trinſicaliy right, or good, or becoming; 
but only the poor Reſults of Caprice and 
Humour, of Party- Attachments and con- 
tracted Meaſures; of a blind Zeal for 
one Side (no Matter which) and an im- 
plicit Rage againſt another; of a reſoly?d 
; DConſtruction, that all muſt in one Caſe 
4 be juſt what 1 it ſhould be, and all in an- 


aller d out ol ane le kung 


— * — 92 1 
- ag > 


* never in Fact miſtaken'; whilſt another 
Sort, "the? 'tis confeſſed they may have 
Ae Chances for what is juſt and true 
and fit, are never in 1 = NICELY as 
to meet with it. 

But what muſt at laſt 
Truth; when this is the Sta 
What of real Merit, when ſo falſe a 


0 by Men 18 en yet ſome are 


bet ome' of 
idard for it? 


Teſt is ſet up for it? What 'of Peace, 


when the Things which make for it are 
neglected? What of the Vilof God, and 
the Reverence due to his holy Laws, 
_ -whilſt the Vill of Men ſt 
poſition to them, and the Advantages 
attending an Admiration of their Perſons, 
are allawed to rival the proper Recom- 
pence of Virtue? Truth at laſt is coy, 
and muſt be courted; it is like a goodly 
Pearl, which the Merchant-man who 
. would purchaſe muſt often be content to 
pay a round Price for it; like Treaſure 
- hid in a Field, which will never be diſeo- 
ver'd, except mere Chance ſhould lead 
you to it, by careleſs, looſe and ſuperfi- 
. Enquiries; like a fill ſmall Vite, 


nd up in Op- 


um x38. * 
44,45 46. | 
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of — e Multitude,, or tha Madaeſs of the 
People. In ſhort, you muſt no where 
expect it in the Lump or Wholeſale, 
with no one Man, in every Thing, nor 
with any one Denomi e or Ser. . _ 
whatſoever. "Fe og 
The Conſequence e is Woo That 
| you | ſhould fort, or ſhould cloſe with 
none of them; (for then, as the Apoſtle 
Fpeaks' in a Caſe ſomewhat like the pre- 
ſent, ye muſt needs go out of The World) 
nor yet that you ſhould ſtand upon a 
Foot of Ihdifference and Neutrality to 
"6 of them; but only that your Com- 
merce with, your Attachment to the 
very them ſhould: be managed 
with Reſerve and Diſtinction; that it 
ſhould be regulated by thoſe ſober Mea- 
ſures, which alone either can or ought 
to oblige a reaſonable and thinking N 
ture; that ſhould call no Man Maſter ap- 
on Earth, but ſhould dare to leave any 
i Company, any Converſation, any Ex- 
amples, ſo far as you have Reaſon to 
_ apprehend them wrong; that you ſhould 
2 be 3 their rag; nor ſtand 
an 


in awe wy thats = iow 
which are the impotent Effects of an 
undiſciplin'd Will, and of an unnurtur + 
Vnderſtanding : In fine, that your Re- 
gard to the Intrinſic of Things, ſhould 
ever govern, ever .over-rule, all Sum. 
e ic and lower Conſiderations. . 
IT am ſenſible I have been hete antick. 
pating, and indeed I could not help all 
along anticipating, what I meant ori- 
ginally for a difti & Hea 4 
ment. CC 
But the Miſchiefs oft 95 wg Praftios | 
TI have been hitherto deſcribing enter ſo 
deep into its Nature, cleave to it ſo 
cloſely and ſo inſeparably, that I knew 
not well how to put aſunder, hat the 
Reaſon and Fact of Things hadb ſa e- 
dently joun'd together. £53. Terry Ho 
Little now will need to be added w 
What bath b den „end- nen _ 
this Subject. 
The Inflagont fans 4 e in 
which the Fault of Man- pleaſing is 
moſt obſervable. The Conſequences at- 
tending i it, as we went ee TE 
| kewl pointed to.. 


| ey 


ee + 
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It appears upon the whole; that 
* Truth and Peace, Religion and Virtue, 
all Integrity and perſonal Worth, muſt | 
fink in their reſpective Influences; pro- 
portionably as this is the View which 
governs our Actions. 
Under the Power of theſe Contifiivns 
I ſhould ill diſcharge the Truſt repoſed 
in me, if the Fear of diſpleaſing any 
Man, refiriin' d me-from entring upon 
an Argument of great Delicacy indeed 
in its Nature, but withal of the greateft 
Importance to every valuable Purpoſe 
af human Society and human Life. 
Loet me cloſe with the moſt ſerious Ap- 
2 hai to all who hear me; that they 
would ſeek in the firſt Place the King- 
com of God, and the Righteoufneſs 
thereof; chat they would harbour no 
Views inconſiſtent with it; that they 
would conſider the Loving Favour of 
Men in its due Subordination to that of 
God]; that they would not court it even 
then with too great Anxiety, leſt it 
ſhould unawares betray their Integrity, 
when they do not mean to depart from 
it; that they would look upon it in its 
o true 


— 
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true Situation, as what is obtain'd with 


Difficulty and loſt with Eaſe, what ma- 
ny Submiſſions may not gain, and what 
one Incompliance may forfeit. 

Buacder theſe Limitations let all cour- 

teous and friendly Offices, all obliging 

and ſoft Condeſcenſions, all mutual 

Forbearances and endearing PraQtices, 

be purſued and cultivated, as then they 

may be with Innocence and Safety. 

Man will thus be pleaſed, and God will 
not be provoked by them 

Thus ſpeaking the Truth in Love, 
we may grow up unto him in all T hings 

which is the Head, even Chriſt» 

To whom be euro. now 
and ever. 
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And they were both righteous befire 
Cad, walking in all the Commandi 
ments and Ordinances 15 1h Lord 
blame leſß. 


HE uſual Diviſion of the 
Moſaic Law, before the Jews 
became ſubje& to a foreign 
Power, = three-fold, and 

flood commonly diſtinguiſh'd into Mo- 

ral, Ceremonial, and Judicial. But the 
judicial Part was often interrupted, 
and 


fir ay at re: aboliſhed, ai 
5 — and Legiſlature departed | 


from them: Under this Interruption of 
the Fudicial fro 


| deſcribed as righteous in the Sight of 
God, and conſequently accepted by him, 
from their ſtrict Adherence to the Moral 
and Ceremonial, to the Commandments 
and Ordinantes of the Lord, Theſe 
were the Parents of Fohn the Baptiſt, 


the great Elias of the Goſpel, the im- 


mediate Harbinger and Fore- runner of 


Cbriſt. It is not to be thought, becauſe 
they are repreſented Blameleſs, that their 


Obedience was perfect in either Kind, 
that they did in no Inſtance depart 


from the Purity of the Moral, or the 


Leier of the Cremonial Law. This was 
an Height which none among che Sons 


of Men did ever reach, he alone except 


ed, Who came to fulfl all Bighteouſ- 
BY It was! ſufficient to their Accep< 
tance in the Sight of God, if in the main 
Bent and Purpoſe of their Hearts they 
ſought to pleaſe him; if all known 
Rreuolies: upon the Rule of Duty were 

„ A 


the Roman Conqueſt of 
that People, two of them we find here 


avoided by: them; if, when Surprize, | 


pable had led them into any Tranſ⸗ 
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Inadvertency, or even Cauſes more culi 


greſſion of it, they reſorted to ſuch 


Means of Recovery, as his Command. 
ments or Ordinances had preſcribed to 


them; for then, that Sin, whatever it 


might be; was no more imputed to them; 


it was covered and forgiven, and the 
Law took no farther Notice of it. Un- 
der this Reſtriction and Reſerve we are 


to underſtand the good Apoſtle, when; 


F ſpeaking of himſelf to the Philippians, 


he ſaith, that 4s touching the Rig breouſ- 


Phil. ii. 6. nes which is in the Law he had been 


blameleſs, 1. e. He had been a zealous, de- 
vout, and ſincere Obſerver of it. Thus 


when we find in hol) y Scripture the Cha- 


racter of David, as a — God's 0wn 
Heart, notwithſtanding great Stains and 
Blemiſhes in his Conduct, we are to 
conſider him in a View of upright Mean- 
ing, with regard to the main Purport of 
his Life, and that his Stains and Ble- 


miſnes were then diſcharged by a Re- 


pentance deep and crying as his Sins. 


| Now as * be truly pronoun ed 


found 
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ſound and healthy aſter his Recovery 
from a dangerous Sickneſs; ſo he may 
be pronounced Righteous: before God, 
who yer hath grievouſly offended him, 
when his Tranſgreſſions are: cancelled 
by fit Acts of Penitence and Contrition. 
Only it is neceſſary to the Character of 
ſuch Righteouſneſs, at the T ime, When 
it is aſcribed to any Man, that he be 
then found walking, i. e. living in all the 
 Commanidments a. Ordinances of phe Lord 
Hameleſs Inu the Ordinas as Well as 
the Commundments, in the Commandrhents, 
as well as in the Ordinances, inalkof each, 
as well as in any, blameleſs. with 
This was the ol the 
Bie ; Which had Ordinances peculiar 
_ to itſelf; and this is now the Righreouf- 
-eſs- of the Goſpel; which hath alſo its 
Ordinances as well as its Commandments, 
tho? fewer in Number, a eaſiet * 
the Obſedvan cee... 
In the of this nk 
ſhall be my Buſiness to lay before you 
the great Qualification! of an acceptable 
Obedience r . 
ed it in the C Ol acter 
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 Zarhoviah band Eliesinb the nuch weßr : 
both righteous er ee and diwharen- 
ö minded Them: to hu Deno 1 


den — but in all ther C 
nmandments; nor only in t the Cm 
4 ac ver W in W Dre ; 


© The: Qualification. then-of: 
-cable-O dedience is plainly his, 
the . bs ain 7 | 
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The Co me ts: are firſt in Or- 

Kg _ firſt in Dignity; for by theſe 
are 3 — of moral 
ee e 1 en 
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| of — even in the Moſaic Dir: 
cipline, to ſtop at Rituals, nud Ha 
expoſed as ſuch under the Reproof and 
Correction of the Frophetical Writer 
but moſt of all, under the Rebultes 


Pn wil P Prophecy, and "ſer the finiſh · 
ing Hand of God to his ſgveral” Diſs 
penſations of Grace. Now, if under 
an Inſtitutſon, here there was ſo great 
and ſo pr felled an Indulgence'to the 
Ceremonial of Religion, there was yet 
as avowed a Preference given tò the 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs of the Morul Law; 
we may be ſure the Goſpel, which every 
where ſpeaks With a comparative Di- 
minution of the Ritual, means a much 
higher Degree of Regard to the Moral. 
So that they are without Excuſe un- 
der the Chriſtian OEconomy, who con- 
tend with Earneſtneſs, and with great 
Appearances of Zeal, for this or that 
Form of Words or of Worſhip in it, and 
yet live in an habitual Neglect or Tranſ- 
grefſign of i its _—_ effential Duties, or 
ſhould - Fs — ont + fr ha 
Chaths, when his very Vals were wha 
| Danger or een erer _ naments 


old. "only flow thoſe Water ; which | 


are — e him. „ 
Cloaths as of undoubted: Vs; when 
K Es  __ 
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thete i any wü to be charbed by them; 
and Ornaments are agreeable, v hen there 
is any thing to be adorned by them; and 
a — 5 may with Prudence avoid even 
the ſlighteſt- Indiſpoſition, whilſt no 
greater Danę er is 5 ene to claim Ws 
Caution. 1 390 

But chen e every u Body Jaws that th 
Eſtimate in theſe — Caſes ſhould 
be Comparative: neither excluſive. of, nor 
. to, what the Reaſon and Nature 
Things n n in how men 
SD AT Ar 5 . 

Wherefore der my firſt general 
Head of all the Commandments, as in- 
terpreted of Moral Righteouſneſs, I have 
two Particulars which I eue offer to 
19255 farther Conſideration ; A 2v1] 39 ; 
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1h Firſt, The TithMkeriey” 8. of | the 
iriteſt Adherence to Ordinancts, with. 
out an uniform Ota, of theſe 
ene gr om gre alſo. In the Ane 
E. Jerdnd Place, The Bages ad 
dedĩence even to theſe Command- 
ments, whe it is paid:to one, or more 
oaly, and not * alk of ther s 
| 7 73 L The 
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155 . Bey The * 5 of FO Krick | 
eſt Adherence to Ordinances without an 


uniform Obſervance: of the Moral Law, 
may appear unto us under ſeveral Views; 
particularly the three following. 
1. Firſt, That no good Purpoſe of 
Providence in its Government of the 
World, is promoted by the greateſt 
Punctuality in ritual Obſervances, where 
the moral Law is neglected; but quite 
otherwiſe the nobleſt Ends of Provi- 


dence are bern Rane and fruſtra- 


Wes 

Ts; FIR That no Reſemblante to God 
is gained by any ſuch PunQuality when 
attended with the forementioned Neg- 
le; whilſt yet a Likeneſs to God is 
one great End of all true Religion. 

3. Thirdly, That this is a Spirit, which 
Rood. all along diſcountenanced- even 
under the Moſaic OEconomy, and was 
purſued by our Saviour at the Time of 
his Appearance With peculiar Marks of 
his Diſlike and Averſion. 


453 


1. Firſt, Iaffirm, that no good Purpoſe ; 
of Providence in its Government of the 
1 World 


# 
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1 „ e won the greateſt 
Punctuality in ritual Obſervances, where 
the moral Law is neglected; but quite 
otherwiſe the nobleſt Ends of Provi- 


dence are perverted hence and fruſtra- 
ted. The moral l 
Uſes to which it miniſters, in the Or- 
der and Conduct of human Life; and 
was evidently enacted in the Counſels 
of Eternity, to make our Subſiſtence 
here more comfortable and pleaſant to 


a hath, apparent 


us; to reſtrain our Paſſions within the 
Compaſs of a ſober and rational Medi- 
ocrity, which inſtead of diſturbing, our 
Peace and Tranquillity, would then 


become Inſtruments of adding the brisk- 


er Reliſh and Poignancy to all our 
Advantages. It is manifeſtly the Want 
of Temper and Government in our ſe- 


veral Affections, which aggravates our 


Misfortunes, or abates our Felicities, 
or, upon the whole, doth intricate and 


perplex the preſent Scene. to us. The 
View of Providence in our preſent Set- 
7  ,tlement was plainly, that we ſhould 
25 . live together like rational and ſociable | 
Preatures, in all the friendly Se 


"I Ss bh. DAM 
Ll 


«Guſt our Eſtimate "of 5 W 
us, and what is due 0 us, that Gur 


of inivitus! 00d 0 — ad reciprocal? 


Endearments: \Afid'the Practice of thoſe? 
Vi rues -which "lie" Feat t Lau, — — 


at is deen 


Paſſage would beinfinitely more {moot 
and eaſy to us, and moſf of thoſe Inter- 
ferings and Rencounters would be thence 
prevented, which leſſen the Comforts 
of Society, and ſour the Enjoyments of 
Life. The Occaſion of many Sorrows 
to us, would hence be ſtopp'd at their 


Source and Foundation; and our Senſe 


of others would be greatly mitigated. 
Our Joys would flow in upon us pure 
and unallay d by any Diſcompoſure; and 
the World about us, inſtead of throw- 
ing in Matter of Uneaſineſs and Dif- 
quiet to us, would be daily increaſing the 
Meaſure of our Felicities, by like Re- 
gulations in moral Conduct. This Was 
the State we were deſigned for in our 
preſent Abode; and we only mils of 
it, becauſe we deviants from the Vit ue es 
which. een 27 ente anker o 


- 7% 
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Saen Mazes of Sin and Boll, Mt? 


and to labour a Return to it, they vould 
ſoon perceive. how much it would con- 
duce to their Benefit and Improvement; 
how it would tame the Fierceneſs of 
their extravagant Deſires, and recon- 
cile the Quarrel of their jarring Inter- 
efts, and cool the Ardor of their over - 
heated Reſentments; and, by qualifying 
the Exceſſes of their ſeveral. Faſſions, 
would re-inſtate their Reaſon in its pro- 


per Dominion, and ſo reftore them to 


that Paradiſe, from which the Tyranny 
of. their, uſurping Luſts long ago ex- 
pelPd, and ever ſince hath continued to 
exclude them. Could Mankind in ge- 


neral be thus perſuaded, theſe, I ſay, 
f would be the bleſſed Confequences. But, 
if this, as I doubt it is, be a vain Ex- 


pectation; let any Man try for him- 


 felf the hopeful Experiment, and it will 
amply quit the Coſt to him. If he can- 


not bring others into his Scheme, yet 
if he can for himſelf be Maſter of it; 
if 


en 5 


if * . adi the Diet Auel 
he finds within, and adjuſt the Motions 
of hisown Mind by the Rules and Mea- 
ſures of moral Wiſdom; the Motions of 
the World without him, will be the leſs 
grievous to him, when they proceed not 
to his Liking; and he will have the more 
comfortable Senſe BE _ hen "mY 
agreeably. 
We ſee then ine inthe hers f is an 
apparent Uſefulneſs, and an mirinſic Ex- 
cellence in thoſe Commandments, which, 
when obſerved, w 
prove our preſent Situation; and there- 
fore it is a View every Way becoming 
the Care of Providence, to infift upona 
fit Regard to ſuch . aer err 
ede TIER 
But now this is a Vit which" ths 
utmelt PunQuality in ritual Obſervances, 
with a Neglect of thoſe Higher Obligati- 
ons, will be fo far from promoting, that 
it wil rather defeat and fruſtrate that 
glorious End. Tt cannot promote an End 
to which the Caſe, as ſtated , fuppoſeth it 
bearing no Sort of Relation. The 
e not the better, nor any ſingle 
YE Man 


ould fo adorn and im- 
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Man in it, for ſuch # ws of Godlineſs 
as make neither the one nor the cis 
more pure nor peaceable, as contribute 
neither to the Advantages of human So- 
ciety, nor to the Improvement or Orna- 
ment of private Life. They derive their 
Value, when there is any due to them, 
from the Tendency they are conceived 
to have towards theſe good Purpoſes; 
from ai Subſerviency ſuppoſed i in them 
to the noble End of tempering our Paſ- 
ſions, and meliorating our Diſpoſitions, 
and removing the Impediments of our 
Happineſs, and taking out the Sting 
— our Diſtreſſes and Misfortunes. 
When they make no Progreſs for us in 
this gallant Diſcipline, they are inſipid 
and jejune Performances, without Uſe | 
or Spirit in them; Tracts, which the 
Wicked as well as the Good, the Igno- 
rant and Fooliſh as well as the Wiſe and 
the Diſcerning, may walk in together 
with like formal Paces; tho' the Fooliſh 
and the Wicked are moſt likely to out- 
ſtrip the Wife and Good in them, be- 
cauſe even the greateſt Nicety concern- 
| * them is conſiſtent with all. the Wick- 
edneſs 


13 


edneſs 1 Folly, inch were n n 

found upon the former; and the latter 
will ſeldom, if ever, value them be- 
vond their proper Order and Propor- 
tion; and within thoſe Regulations will 
never, we ſhall ſee, under value nor de- 
ſpiſe them. But we muſt needs be a- 
ware, that the Caſe is poſſible, becauſe 
Experience too often verifies the Fact 
to us, that not only the Hypocrite i is ena- 
bled to carry on his fraudulent and vile 
Deſigns, under the Maſk and Viſage of 


demure Pretenſions, without any real 


| Regard, ſhall I ay, to moral Righteouſ- 
neſs, nay even in Defiance of it, and in 
direct Contradiction to it; but the Forma- 
It alſo, who is not always an Hypocrite, 
by repoſing himſelf — the vain Sha- 
dow of ſanctified Appearances and ſo- 
lemn Grimaces, is eneif led into a 
Neglect of ſuperior Duties, becomes leſs 
careful than he ſhould be in an Art of 
Self-Government; grows proud and per- 
yerſe, arrogant and ill-manner'd, an im- 
placable Enemy, or an haughty Friend; 
exaci in outward Performances, but re- 
8 AG: of aſe: EE: Duties which 


ſhould -” 


* - 
Dr 2 Ws. he "Se — a 
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ſhould rene — in the Sun F * 
Mind, and give an uniform Tinfure to 
his whole Converſation. + + 
It is, at Bottom, the Wickedneſs of | 
Man's Heart whikh! turns Helps int 0 
Hindrances and Food into Poyſom; the ri. 
tua Inſtitutions of God are wiſe and good 
in their Deſign and Tendency; but they 
were never meant for any Thing more 
or farther, than for Inſtruments to ſerve 
us, or for Aſſiſtances to quicken and to. 
forward us in the Practice of all Virtue. 

And T mean not to paſs over them, 
_ without obſerving the Regard which, 
under this View, they are entitled to. 
But when Man will put afunder what 
God hath: join d together, will reſt in the 
Means, and neglect the End, will ac- 
knowledge his Dependence in all the e- 
laborate Strains and folemn Forms of 
Devotion, and yet will be an untracta- 
ble Member of human Society; indul- 
gent to all his Paſſions, licentious in 
Speech and Practice, without any Go- 
vernment of his Tongue or Heart; is it, 
npon this State of the Cafe, imagina- 
ble, * is — under the former 
Article 
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Article ſhould be accepted ; or his Looſe- 
neſs under the latter tolerated ? Will it not 


rather heighten the Horrors o of his Guilt, 


that he contracted it in Spight of the 
Means which were appointed, to prevent 
it; nay made perhaps thoſe Mean them. 


ſelves inſtrumental to promqte jt, thro? 


a vain Perſuaſion, that his Punctilio in 


the Uſe of them might ſerve him in the 
Stead of other Duties, and even dome 
penſate for the Breach of them, 
| Ihe Com | 
venerable. Laws of everlafing, Righteouf 
ts have 2. Reyerence. due to them, 
Which ao. Time nor Circumſtance, no- 
es from wwihn and nothing from 
zus, can, ever dif nf 
lax; on alter; the.Reaſon of them is as 
deeply: founded as the Scheme and Mo- 
del of the Creation; Eternal as the God 
who enacted them, and Anmutalveras his 
Being, in uhum is v0-Fariableneſs, neither 
_ Shadow of Turning. In theſe we muſt be 


found ryrfteous, : 5 no Pretence toRigh- 


teouſneſs will ey a whit avail us; no 
8 Fornis of Go 1 in. le | 2 


adments. of God, ho 


10 With, \ \ 


an Obſervances 5 ek no Feen fo 


— 75 N 
18 one Ser End * all true Religio! n; 


ve dwell in Houſes of Clay whoſe Found 
tion is in the Due, Tos, mas! Being is 
e and unc | 
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no Af xdaity in Aebi it, no Zeal fo 
its Decency, no Exainct in its 
tuals; nothing without clean Hands 17 
4 pure Heart, and an uniform Progreſs 


throughout the whole Circle of i intrin- 


age and oral Goodneſs. For 

2. As no good Purpoſe of pri ans 
in its Government of the World EN un- 
Fwer'd, by the greateſt Punctuality in 


2 tothe 2 — — 


ent, 
bo the greateſt perfeQtion, whereof the 
human Nature is in any Maniier' capa- 


ble. Now it is Obedience to tlie Pre. 
cepts of moral Goodneſs, which, the n 


of any Thing, likens us to God. He Is 


an immaculate Spirit, and of purer Eyes 


than to behold Iniquiey, without the deep- 


eſt Abhorrence of it. But tho' _ 


Compoſition be of Fleſh and Spirit, and 


bitation 


. 
B 5 
Pa "Is"; 
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— is in „ Holineſs and Glory ; yet even 

here it is expected from uy that we 
ſhould copy what we may from his glo· 

rious Original, that we ſhould endea vou. 

to exalt our Make, and reſine the Droſss 

of it, and ſpiritualize our leading Diſ- 

poſitions, and cleanſe our ſelves from: all Cor. uli. 
Hilthineſs of. Heſb and Spifity perfecting _ 

lineſs'mn the Han f God, . 
Again, God is juſt and 1 ex> 

cellent in Fudgment and in Plenty of uſtice ; Job xxxvii. 

and hath accordingly declared even un- 

der the Mar economy where Ritual 

had more Force than any where, that to 

40 Fuſtice avid ae is more acceptable 

to him than Sacrifice. He is the faithful 

God, and „ Truth. for ever; and 

therefore hing Lips: are his Abomination Prov. xi 

but they who deal truly are his Delight. He 

is good and doth good; and his tender Mer. 

cies are overall he Works ; and therefore; 

as we have Opportunity, we: ſhould do goa Gal. vi. 0. 

to all Men; fince with Sacrifices of =_ 

Sort he hath avowed himſelf awell-pleaſed: 

0 is ** 0 pl } — * — l. 
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and therefore we, 4 the: tt of 
God :{and hoping to be beloved of bim) 
wh .ſbould put a ani. Bowels of Mereies,. Toney, 
77 i. Meekneſs, > Li no -fuUffer ms. 
24 13. another and - forgiving. one. another, f a 
Man hath a Quarrel againſt any, even 'as 
Babb God: for Chriſt's Sake hath. 8 
* pinally, as he is g 
expects we ſhould be heh is al Manner 


y 


% 


of Converſation. But 2 bee) EA, 
55 * ConjunRtion ich — 695, is delten 
Obedience to theſe moral Commaniiment. 

7 God, and Likeneſs to his Natire'; an 
may hence: admire the Wiſdom of his 
Providence in the original Draught of 
the Creation, and in ſo contriving the 
Circumſtances of our preſent Abode; 
that the Vietues w icharemoſt neceſſary 
to our well being here, and to our com 
CT in the Life 
15 5s, ſhould-at the ſame Time diſpoſe and 
rm us up for that better State which 
nnn for hereafter, and for the 
L as yet hid with-Chrift in God, For 
iĩt is our preſent Reſemblance to him, which 
nn qualify us for our future 1 


| 


1 hem bad are 8 103 wil 8 
| —_ 5 other Badge or Cogniſance, 
cliagiby this Likeneſs of Nature and Dif- 
poſition: 80 that there can be nothing 
in Religion of equal Importance to us 
with the Attainment of thoſe Habits and 
Manners, which by the renewing of our 
Minds, aul che Sanctifidat ion of all our 
Powers, may transform us into his ſa- 
cred Image, and ſtamp upon the Perſons 
of the Children, the Features and Linea- 
ments of their great Parem. But noẽ 
this is a View which can no otherwiſe 
be ſerved; than by our Conformity co 
to the ſeveral Precepts of moral Duty; 
and by ſuch gradual Advances and Im- 
provements in them, as may enable us 
to abound yet more and more in all Virtue, 
and fo may work up this divine. Likenefs 
in us to greater Heights of Purity and 
Perfection; till at length with open: Face 
bebdlding' as in a Glaſs. the Glory f the 
Lord, ut be changed into eee 
from Glory zo Gloy, even at by the Spirit 
of the Lord. Little l be gainꝭd t 
this great Purpoſe, by any Meaſures of 
Exactneſs i in Forms and Ordinances, or 
Volt Ihe MH GK = a 
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they are allowed to ſtand out of their 
proper Courſe with us, and are not pin- 
ned downs to that ſubordinate Rank, 
which the Reaſon of Things and the 


Oracles of God have jointly aſſign'd to 


alue of 


them. An over. proportion d V 


them is apt, I rather ſuſpelt, to ſtint 
and to retard that Growth in Grate, and 


that Improvement in the moral Leſſons 
of the Goſpel, which it was the Deſign 


of their Inſtitution to promote and cul- 


nuls of Religion, the Merit of Which 5 


tivate. Miſtake me not, as if I meant 
to diſparage in any Manner the. Es 


4 


hall have its due Eſtimate, vette 1 
take Leave of my preſent Subject. 
Sud hath calÞd us to Holineſs by — 


very fit in themſelves to nouriſh: and in- 
ereaſe it. But that which was intended 


for the Food of Holineſs, thro' thie Mi- 


chief of a bad Digeſtion may poſſibly 


the Bane of it. And ſo. theſe 


Means will doubtleſs prove, whenever 


they lead not to their proper End, but 


are made t to ſerve un of Ic ei. 
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after all, each of theſe Partigilags: Was 
in Fact requir ed from ahem. 3. by then 8 
they wart all required 1 4 
Rank of, Duties, Which othaſe fan 
een were never meant to veil 
nd the Proceſs of the Expoſtula- 
a5where it pointed. - Haſh ye 
(ich — male —— away the 
. * — — e Fang 
went, »relieue the Oppreſob,; judee the $a- 
therkeſs; Ne for the Widow: Or, 8. 
other Prophet hath expreſſed the Da- 
N God: float the ſame People, 
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ration.” He char 1 them (in one great 


Inſtance of mora ty) "with making the Matar. 
Command of. God of mane Effet? by their 1 
Tradition ; "with, Re Leb to him. = wi 


Lis, W e 


him ; 3s . 
D 1 ; 


their e Fl hoon 7 
M5 


[ram ; Wy, 


with all 
3 N * \\ : (+ * 
ky 0 0 Action, An 
muſt 1 leaye- 


F Fo . 1 | 

appear. N 7 735 | £ * oh 1 A. 

13 arr _ We 95 Ab Den 
Let th P Ge D nel Ve 


beg, here i u. Ta 5 P ev. — | ; j 7 
Hh 2 


1 to the 1 8980 1 05 
to e of the Io = 
] Formalil iſt” g " gives, ien th eir g f 
ä vantage. . ere, he more s 7 5 ent 


Would he "fix 40 he i 2 


7990 P Ft 1511. 
Bk 15 5 as; Jt 18, 4 


| 3 Re 97 to. 0 
dr — 4 8 15 PUBIC: Js 4 A Re ligion 
onfelſe a Borg 


N *. 


as Ge oF it Bay 1 
api 5 * that 1 


IN, I&Z 
Aga oft | 


= e e 78 0 
h uche PR hel, 
e mended 5 
905 boos 1899200 e DIY gal 
3 | 2 11 H 


S ERM ON XVIII 472 


uniform Obedience to all the Commandments 8 
and Ordinances of God. That 
þ The: * Commandments being firſt | in Or- 
der, and firſt in Dignity; I offer'd two. 
Particulars. thereupon 10 Yorks Aer 
Conſideration. © DIE 68 
'Firft, The Infuficiencyof the frigeſt ä 
Adherence to Ordinances, without an 
uniform Obſervance of che Command. 
ments alſo; which is the only Point I 
have been able at this Time to finiſh. 
Ihe Second was the Inſufficiency of a 
partial Obedience even to theſe Com- 
mandments, when it is paid to one or 
more only, and not to all of them. 
But this, with what remains of the Sub- 
ject, muſt be ran > to a nar Ns 
portunity. ide 
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And they were both ri hteous befare 
Cad, — an mall — Command 
ments and Ordmances of the Lord 
Hlameleſs. e 


80 78 
1 5 it, the 
great Qualification of an 
acceptable Obedience; or what it is, 
which will be ſure to make us Righte- 

„„ 0 
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ou before God, as the Perſons hefe fpo- 
ken of are faid to have been: Nov the 
Reaſon of their being ſo accounted was 
their walking in all the 5 
and Ordinances of the Lord blameteſs. i. e. 
They were blameteſs in the main Bent 
of their Difpoſitions, and in the Tenor 
of their Actions; and if in any Point 
they miſcarried, they rettieved the Con- 
ſequence of proper Meafures of Humi- 
liation and Repentanee. 
This was the I Rig Bree of che 
Mofaic OEconomy, vis. an uniform O. 
bedience to al the Cumman an 
Ordinances of the Lord, as they were 
then circumſtantiated; and the ſame 
Obedience to all the Ca 1 and 
Ordinances of the Lord, as they irs now 
eircumſtantiated by his bleſſed Goſpel, is 
the proper Nation of Evitng let Neb 


„Fer "the Witt of God, 'howſbever 
known to us, is our Rule ef Duty; and 
therefore if the Law of Neem hath in- 
ructed us in the Eeſſons of His oral 
1mitndyrents, or if Revelation hath im- 
proved theſs ies for e, * 
ed 


od 238" 
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kts farther Directory of Forms and 
Ordinances, and of ritual Appointments; 
the Compaſs of our Obligations, will 
then extend as far and widely as the 
Compaſs of theſe ſeveral Injunctions ; 
ed the Commandments. and Or di. 
nances af God muſt. Wee ae hk r=. 
Vance; from ai Das z 2008) 1 10 

But as the, Commandments. as God. Are. 
interpreted, in a moral, and, his Ordinan- 
ces in a ceremonial Meaning, my laſt Diſs 
courſe was intended to convince you o 
the Preference due to the Monai bene 
the.Ceremonial, to the Commandments be- 
fore the Ordinances ; tho a juſt Regar U 
t 015 i 18 neceſſary. AS a 
Accordingly I 9 to conk- 
der eee two Particulars. % aA 


= Fr. The Inſuffic ieney of 5 
eſt Adherence to Ordinances, without. 


an uniform Obſervance to «the (r. 
mandments. alſo. In ET C3007 14% 
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of Things to gi 
narice.; and they have in per igen 4 
juſt Autho ity, which: demands fome Re, 
gatd to them: And therefore Here none 


is paich to them, the Frmabf, wha" hatt 


them too m ch At Heart, will be furs 
to load his” Kdveitaty, not onfy with 


the Reproaches due 15 tim, b 


Rage de Seel in e Ee A te eb, 
and in the Career of kis "Oppoſition, ts 
puſh beyond the Point, Where he werde 
make His Stand. "Mes while, the Eu, 
thuſiaft will not be bellind Har d in ta- 
king any Advantages which the other 


Shu him; 


of will — as, ae: Tus 


8E. R V 0 N XIX. 


anentel of Religion, he, in his Turn, 
Will as indefenſibly relar it; neither 
enough conſidering, xhat as true Reli- 
gion doth not cant in aide 1 
will Wall nor Ja le mba them. 
28th yy wg ans Genn. of che Ee. 
— in the, Profarenca.m hich, bath — : 
gigen to the aral Commandments of God 
_ big rica mee gt nen 
2 Omen Will bare Trilkive | 
dalle 5 the- Entbuſuff's — 
Neglect of them ill appear, Ipreſume, 
to have no tolerable Foundation in hu- 
man Mature, or in common Senſe. 
But before we can properly come ar 
the Liquidation of this — the: 
Method: T have pr. 201 
us to conſider a — — — 
the Cmmund ments of God, Which Fer 
remains do dene ere eee e 4. 
PSs kin at ni hei 
InefHacy of a per Obedience 
to a whos tile gant to one or ane 
wy and not to ail of them. For 
BP =" the Text 


4.444” 


ks as , 


Pg 


— EY 


— — — 
- 


"x" 2 VS He wn xe one ue een ns 
= HED DAS > - EG 
* * — —— — 


this on that of his 


Caſt Tn n9ft Men! 
of af :Oblj 

©  bbey}ahe" Commundmints'6P God. But 
then . is in the fam Perſond, 4 PG! 


entangle his Affections; Who bath A 


—_— — —— EI BA „ A - = - 
— S — „—— — — — . S 
—— - - — 5 — * — 2 . VF 8 - - by "= 2 . — 
* 4 ; , * N e " or I On Prog OR apes 
7 * 


— 
— 


. — — — 
„ 8 


—ů ä ——ů ——ů —— — 
— 1 $2 — — r 
— — = - . — 


| _ R MON AN 
as righteous bifare Gol alte not on ia 
alb of them; or elſe they Bad nde een 


blammeleſs. Here dgain che Seren 
of our Hearts, is as apt to 'deteive 
to miſleatb us; A8 id Me werben 


niere Is, ſeims Senft 
ve And to 
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penſity and an Inelination to depart}! i in 
ſomèe Inſtance or otheis from the Tenor 


_ /of-this Obligation. For example 
on he e will ealily quita the 
Views of the Ain 


15 and leave him 
in the Poſſeſſion or the Purſuit of ithe 


H enours: he aſpires to withouriconteſt- 
ing a point wit img to Which his 
Heart häth nd. Attachment nor Devo- 


tion; nor will the Neceitfulneſſes of Riches 


Mind more fer upon eriding than 
ſing them together in an uſeleſs Hoard. 


Burke Sin which moſs:efily-beſets! him 
ſhall ſtill retain its Hold bf him, and | 
ſhall retain it tlie faſter, becauſe in thoſe 


_ Articles 2 Trapſgrefſion his Gon- 
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about him; ſuch as a flowing Courte- 


y, 4 generous: Condeſcenſion, a Readi- 
neſs to do kind Offices, with great Ap» 
pearances of good Will to all Men. All 
this is poſſible, and oſten tlie Caſe in 


Fact. But let klie Bait be laid for him 


which ſuits his Taſfe and Liking, let a 


Temptation be preſented which grati- 
Hes Ss: his leading Paſſion, and it Will; i Im- 
| mediately be ſeen that his Virtue will 

give Way toit, that he proceeds not 


upon Prineiple, dur is govern d by Ap- 


Petite and Inclinatio . 
le me Leave upon thb Oecaſſon to 


2 offer r Wannen 


from. 5, why: we es to dls in all. 
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is tamp'd upon all Which is upon any un 


of them. This is St. James s Argument up- 
on the 8ubject. He that ſaid, Do not commit 


Adultery, ſaid alſo, Do nm till : Now if thon 
commit nd ' Adultery, yet F thou kill, thou 
art become a Tranſgreſſor f thewhole Law. 


the Will of our Makev?' That's n+ 


fyd to us in one Inſtance of Obedience 


as well as ———— the ee | 
and private, as well as in the ſocial: an 
relatiue Duties of Life; in the — 


of Righlconjney* and Sobriety, as well as 
of Prety « 80 that to pick 


and chuſe for ourſilves which Link we 


will break, and which we will rep i 


the Guidanct of Gods Coumſel, but the 

Whim and Caprice of our ohn Hu- 

mour and e of Now there can at 
curity for our Obedience 


to any of God's Commandments, where 


his Authority is not the leading Mo- 


tive to it. Suppoſe” our _ or our 


Convenience the Inducements which 
prevail with us; Time may alter that 


Te, and even quite reverſe it; and 
* = then 
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aha the —_— ice —_ oi 
fame Indulgence, which happens, to, be 
the preſent Lot of its contrary; Virtue; 
and thus our Principles ſhall vary witli 
the Change of our Complexions. Or 
ſuppoſe our Virtues founded in Conve- 
ence, that we are temperate. merely | 
for the ſake of Health; or righteous in 
the Sight of Men, that we- may gain 
their Applauſe: Who ſees not here, that 
Circumſtances may be quite alter'd? 
That we may offend in the Article of 
Indulgence to our Appetites and Paſ- 
ſions, with all Safety to our Conſtitu- 
tion; and advance to great Lengths of 
Tnjuſtice and Fraud, without any Dan» 
ger of a Diſcovery? And where is then 
the Motive, which ſhould reſtrain, us? 
But now the Authority of God is a Con- 
ſideration, which at all Times, and in all 
imaginableVariety of Circumſtances will 
be ever preſent, and ever perſuaſive. tc to 
us. It is an uniform, univerſal Princi- 
ple, of like Force and Efficacy i in all the 
Inſtances of Dut e Where i it operates 
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any y where, will Have: a general obe. 
ration. N A8 
For if elther-the. e or = Roar of 
ta produces in us a Regard: to his 
Pleaſure; the Notification of ſuch his 
Pleaſure will be the decifive Point with 
us, and the Maſter-Spring of all our 
Actions. If we do his Mill, and not our 
oven, the whole Round of Virtues will 
e a like Obſervance: from us; be- 
cauſe he is alike concerned for all as he 
is for any of them. So that there can 
be no Pretence of Service meant to him, 
Which is only partial, or which fixes 
upon ſome favourite Duty, excluſive of 
any Branch belonging to it, wherein to 
pay him the Tribute of Obedience. 
And where the Service is not meant to 
him, we have ſeen it will be paid with 
no RRactneſs nor Punctuality; nor will 
even the Favourite Inſtanee in which we 
chuſe at one Time to pay it, be at all 
Times, perhaps, agrecable to our Taſte 
and Liking, hen will in'courſe be drop- 
_y ö and fo! . ET. and loweſt 
Pittance 
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Pittance of Obedience will no longer 
be obtain'd of us. Wherefore 


It was neceſſary, that our Obligation to 
the Laws of God ſhould be fixed upon a 


more extenſive Principle; ſuch as might 
reach us at all Times, in all Circum- 
ſtances, and in all the Branches of the Du- 


ty required from us. Now the facred 
Impreſs of his Authority, is a Conſide- 


ration of this extenſive Nature; it ſtands 


equally oppoſed to the whole Catalogue 
of Sins; admits no Exception, gives out 
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no Licenſe, but takes in the full Com- 
paſs of all Goodneſs and of al Virtue. 


Again, 


all God's Commandmeats is the ſame 
with the intrinſic Reaſon of any; and 


therefore all as well as any, have a Claim 


upon our Obedience. This in general 
is the Peace and good Government of 


human Society by a juſt Regard to all 
relatrve Obligations; together with the 


2. Secondly, The jneeintie Reufonr of 


Improvement and Ornament of private 


Life, by a due Cultivation of all per- 


final. Virtues. a Self have too much 
_-Iiz Indulgence, 
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Indulgence, and it cannot well be, bur 


that others muſt ſuffer from it; or, if 
that Conſequence were avoidable, which 


it rarely is, yet the Fondling would him- 


ſelf be worſted by the Exceſs and Miſ- 
proportion of his own Demands. ' But 


there is indeed ſuch a mutual Alliance 


between all the Offices of moral Duty, 


that a Breach in any one of them, af- 


fets the reſt, which lie next in Order 
to it, and enfeebles the whole Conſti- 
tuion of the Soul. The Man who is 
too bold with the perſonal Virtues of 
Meekneſs or Content, will naturally 
prove a perverſe or encroaching Neigh- 
bour: As he who gives a Looſe to his 
Paſſions, or flings up the Reins of Tem- 


perance and Sobriety, lets a wild Boar 


into the Vineyard next him, which will 
ravage and devour.every Thing before 
him; or if no ſuch Miſchief comes of it, 
no Thanks, however, are due to his 
Caution or his Care, who broke up the 
Enclofure, and expoſed both himſelf and 


hog within his Reach; to 5 ein of 
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Rage without Reaſon, and of 1 
without Controul or Government. 
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ö Let the Inſtance fix where you will 


Conde natural Evil will ever attend the 
moral; ſome ugly Conſequence: will 
always cleave to a Departure from the 
Rule of God's Commandments. This is 
founded in the Conſtitution of Things, 


as the Wiſdom of Providence hath con- 


\ g trived and ordered them. To break in 
upon the Meaſures of Right and Wrong, 


muſt and will diſconcert the Peace 
and Happineſs of human Society; and 
the larger any Man is in ſelfiſn De⸗ 
mands or Cravings, the leſs he will al- 


low to the Claims of others; 8 the 


more forgetful he is of his Depen- 
dence on the God who made — pre- 
ſerves him, the leſs Guard he will have 


won his whole Behaviour, the leſs 


Check upon his Lufts and Appetites, and 
the leſs Value for his Brethren, When 


of. And yet perhaps this very Man ſhall 
be vain, as the vaineſt, in his 'own Im- 
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of Sobriety, and in the Government 


of ſome particular Paſſi on, he is ſtrict 
perhaps and regular; his Conſtitution, 


it may be, will not bear Exceſſes, or 


his Inclination may not favour them z 


but then he ſhall wrap himſelf up in 


Sourneſs and Stiffneſs, in Surlineſs and 
Moroſeneſs, in Perverſeneſs and Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs, and in all the ſcurvy Marks 
of an unfriendly Diſpoſition, Or ſup» 
poſe the Reverſe of this; that with all 

the amiable Turns of a frank and ſo- 
ciable Temper, he runs Riot in Senſu- 


ality, and in vicious Indulgences; this 


is ſtill an Offence againſt the Reaſon of 


Things, and an unwarrantable Excep- 


tion to the Rule of Duty. His Mind 
is carnalized by it, which ſhould be 


ſpiritualized ; the Powers of his Soul, 


as well as of his Body, are foiPd, im. 


pair'd, and enfeebled by it, which ſhould 


be preſerved, improved, and brightened; 
and wherever he draws in Partners to 
his Guilt, Human Society becomes ſo 
much the worſe for him, and with oy 

23 it 18 
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his Regards to Honour and Juſtice,” he 
will not ſcruple to ſacrifice them, when 
they ſtand: between him and his belo- 


ved Enjoyments. But where at laſt is 
the Uniformity or the Conſiſtency of 


437. 


ſuch a Conduct? Is the imrinſic Reaſon 


of Virtue the Motive to him for diſ- 
charging ſome of its various Offices? 
Why then ſhould it not be alike pre- 


vailing with him, for the Diſcharge of 


others, and indeed of all? For all have 
this intrinſic Reaſon eſſentially and inſe- 
ſeparably cleaving to them; all are 


founded in wiſe and weighty Regards, 


all were form'd and modelPd in the 


Counſels of Eternity; before the Moun- 


tains were brought forth, or even the 


Earth and the "World were made, they 
were with God from everlaſting, inter- 


woven with the original Scheme of the 
Creation, and impoſſible to be left out 


of it, without a Reverſe of the Whole, 

and a freſh unimaginable Draught of 
Things, upon new and unknown Foun- 
dations. 80 that it cannot be Reaſon, 


it cannot be Religion, it cannot be 4 
TE Ii + EKReverence 
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Reverence for God's Authority, it can- 
not be Principle of any Sort, it can in- 
deed be nothing but Caprice and Hu- 
mour, Whim and Fancy, which daun 
induce a Man to walk in ſore of God's 
Commandments, and to leave others be- 
hind him without any Regard t« — 
For they have all the ſame Reaſon, ad 3 
ſame Authority, and I add in thei; +: 
38. Third and laſt Place, that they l lun 
all the ſame Sanctions alſo. He who ſaid, 
Do not commit Adultery, not only ſaid, Do 
not kill; but hath pronounced upon both 
a Sentence of Condemnation. They are 
both Tranſgreſſions of the Law, and ſhall 
be judged as ſuch. One capital Offence 
is fatal. And tho? the Place of Torment, 
wherever it be, may admit Degrees in 
it, and the deepeſt Meaſures of Guilt 
ſhall indubitably have the deepeſt Mea- 
ſures of Puniſhment. aſlign'd to it; yet 
even the loueſt Degree of it implies an 
everlaſting Separation from the bliſsful 
Preſence of God, an everlaſting Abode 
in a State of Gloomineſs and Horror, 
and is W e Characters too 
Sg” | dreadful 


A D Ig, 
” * 
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on which the moſt inviting Pro. 


miſesiof s Sin can give us. Is it then any 


fongle in, which the moſt eaſily beſers us ? 


The more ea, one would think, it might 
be to get rid of it, for its bein g /mple. 
A Legion, ſurely, were far more S bemt. 
dable. If we-car not enter the Liſts 

with one Enemy, how ſhall we behave 


when Numbers aſault us with mite 


K 


tereſt in God, and in that Recompence 
of Reward to which our other Virtues 
might entitle us, for the Sake of * 
one Indulgence; to miſs the Prize 


higb Calling, and to ſtop ſhort of che 


Goal, when we have but one puſh more 


ary 


1 We ereny Con- 


trength ? But 1 now to forfeit our In- 


to make for it, were a Degree of Slug- 


giſhneſs and Folly, to which amidſt all 
the Abſurdities'of Vice there can ſcarce 
be found a Parallel. To mount ſo high 
in the Scale of Virtue, as to have the 


laſt Round in View, then to faint and 


give out, when we are juſt at the Top, 
becauſe the Ia Pace requires fomewhat 
pe a _ Stretch, and "y that Relaxa- 
tion 


of 
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tion of our Endeavours: to fall quite 


back, and to loſe the Fruits of our paſt 
Labour and Struggle, is ſuch wild In- 


conſiſtency in reaſonable Creatures, that 


one would think it ſhould be a Bar to 


their Claim of Rationality! Vet this ig 


in effect their Conduct, ho break in 


upon the Circle of Obedience by any 
angle Tranſgreſſion of the moral — 
which in all its Parts and Branches is 
their reaſonable Service; and if againſt 
this any one Man were allowed to make 
for himſelf his favourite Exception, an- 
other might with equal Right demand 


the ſame Privilege, and fo. tlie _— 


Law would be broken by Pi 
and by a confuſed Variety of particular 


eals, 


Relaxations. | 

Thus we 2 at large Donkdertd ihe 
Neceſſity. of walking in the Command- 
ments of God, as interpreted of moral 


Duties; upon which we have obſerved, 


I. The Inſufficiency of the ſtricteſt 
Adherence to Ordinances, as taken for 
ritual Appointments, without an uniform 


Obedience to theſe Commandments alſo: = 


And in the .".- mY 


n 
e 
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II. Second Place, the Inefficacy of a 
partial Obedience even to theſe Com. 
mandments, when it is paid to one or X 
more als; and not to all of le. 

It is yet incumbent. on us to conſider | 
the Neceſſity of walking in the Ordi- 
nantes, as well as the Commandments of 
God, in order to'be righteous before _— 
and blanidleſs i in his Sight. 

And that this Part of the Angiinuate 
may: have Juſtice 'done it, we- will take 
it ra the ſame Point of View, which we 
took the er in; an therefore will 
nen 


EY The nfs of the ltricteſt 
Adherence to the Commandments of God, 
without an uniform Regard to his Ord 
nances alſa; and in tze 
II. Second Place, the Incffieacy of a 
partial Regard to theſe Ordinances, when 
it is paid to re) or more BEEP and not 
to alk ot ham: wants N 


But — we 3 to Fae DiſcuC: | 
lan of the two boremention d Particu- 
at lars, 


| how ſuitable they are, and have always 


even in a State of Innocence, whilſt our 


lars, it will be = we ene, n 


the N eceſſity of Ordinances in general: 


been to our Make and Conſtitution, 
and how impoſſible it hath been ever 
found for Religion to ſubſiſt without 
them. If Hiſtory may be credited; the 
moſt ancient and facred of all Hiſtories 
informs us, that even before the Fall, 


Nature was unimpaired, and our Reaſon 
ſhone out with its fulleſt Luſtre in the 
Perſons of our two great Anceſtors, e- 
ven they were ſubje& to a poſitive Or- 


dinance, the Breach of which was fo. 


it, and afterwards adopted into the 


Sen. xxxv. 


Gan. i. 


lemnly vindicated by an Entail of Woe 
upon all ſucceeding Generations. The 
Patriarchal State was not leſt (we are 
ſure) to ſubſiſt upon mere Morality ; but 
diverſe Ordinances were appo inted under 


iſh Ritual; before which we read of 
Altars and Oyl, and Drink-Offerings, as 
uſed in Divine Worſhip; the Sign of Cir- 
cumciſion preſcribed to Abraham ; Offer- 
yy and Sacrifices s preſented to god long 


before 
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before the Flood, as well as After it. 5 


And as ſoon as the: Memory was loſt of 


God's Inſtitutions, human Nature wept Gen. vin 


a Whoring after its own Inventions ;** 
which is Io juſt Account of that pre- 
vailing Superſtition and Idolatry, where- 
with the World was over-run in ſome of 
its earlieſt Ages. The ſenſitive Part of 
human Nature hath ever been too hard 
in Fact for the rational ; and therefore 
where the former hath had no ſtated In- 
dulgences, it hath encroach'd upon the 
latter, with the more fatal Advances. 

Obſerve whether the Truth of Things 
doth not correſpond to a Tittle with this 
Obſervation. Some Preſcriptions of this 
Sort the Patriarchs had, and they who 
ſtopped there, and kept within the En- 
cloſure of God's Ordinances, enjoy'd: the 
Continuanceofhis Favour, and ſuch Mea- 
ſures of Revelation from him, as. their 
Circumſtances: from Time to Time re- 
preſented expedient for them. Mean 
while, the reſt of the World, as they de- 
parted from the Rituals of divine Inflitu- 
e run Riot into hs the Extra ag 
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of human Fency': Whereugon ir grew 


neceſſary to make ſome farther Allow- 
| ances for this prevailing Bent, and to 


guard at the ſame Time againſt all ar- 
bitrary Indulgence to it. Upon Views 


of this Sort the Jewiſh Ceremonial ſeems 


to have been inſtituted. Look at the reſt 
of Mankind, and you will find them 
over-run with all the Exceſs and Barba- 


riſm of the moſt monſtrous Uſages in 
religious Worſhip. Even the Jews 


themſelves, tho? tied down to the ſtrict- 


eſt Letter of ritual Obſervances; were 


prefery'd with great Difficulty, (when 
at all preſery'd) from farther undue 
Excurfions; and when a long Captivity 
had reclaimed them from that Error, 


the Form of it was only varied, but the 


Subſtance of it continued with them, in 


the utmoſt Nicety of Regard to Ordi- 


nances, which employed indeed all their 


Study and all their Learning in the Re- 


ſolution of the minuteſt Cafes and Que- 
: ſtions relating to them. 


This was the State of Mank ind, both 


of Jew and Gentile , when the Goſpel 


was 


/ N . 
1 C r 
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3 Pal ack de to them. The whoſe 


Series of Facts, from the Creation down 


to that period, is is ſufficient Evidence 


rhat there was ever a Principle in human 


Nature, which would not be ſatisfied 


without ſome Form of Godlineſs. And 


indeed the very Frame and Compoſition 
of our Beings may ſerve to convince us, 


mediately akin to him, it mult be very 
fit for us to gloriß him in both: And 


tho upon the Chriſtian Scheme, the 


moſt proper Worſhip of him is repre- 
ſented as that which is paid to him in 
Spirit and in Truth; and much accordin g- 


ly of the Fewiſb Ritual is aboliflyd by it, 


that as our Bodies are the Temples of God, 
and our Spirits yet nearer and more im- 


(as it was then indeed high Time to 


at which had masse all the 
aries of Mediocrity a 
| Seng yet our Saviour, — full 
well-what was in Man, remember w What 
was fit for him; that he was not yet 
iGed for the Had of Angels, nor for 
the perfect Simplicity of a mere ſpiri- 
tual e Service; — 


B +33 fore 


ſolicitous to ſet in Order the Things which 


ter. What then could the Goſpel we 


| fore, ſufficiently i intimating g that the - „„ 
ral of Religion was his primary Care, 
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he neglected not however to fix upon 
ſome Rituals ; = wherever he leſt the 
Caſe undecided, his earlieſt Followers 
who moved for ſome Ages under the 
Guidance of his Spirit, were particularly 


were wanting, and hand down to Poſte- 


Tity what they had received from their 


Fathers. Thus we have a Scheme of 


Chriſtian Worſhip and L Diſcipline, deli- 
ver d in general Hints to us by the in- 


ſpired Pen- Men of the New- Teſtament, 
and more at large explain'd to us by the 


ſucceſſive Writings and Practices of the 


earlieſt and pureſt Ages i in the 2 
Church: And 


Thus if general 3 Fubt n may FA | 
allowed to prove a general univerſal Bent 
we have the undoubted Concurrence of 


the former to vouch as undoubted a 
Diſpoſition in human Nature to the lat. 


finding in us all this ritual Fropenſity 


9 habe ie nn it, had * 
5 1 terd | 
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whe us upon a Scheme never yet ider 


ed, and therefore in all- Likkelihood ut- 
terly unfit for / us. It rather ſeems to 


have been the Vieuwof Our great La W. 


giver, to bring us back to the Patriar- 
chal State of Religion, Which had in it 
ſoniewhaty:4h6? not a great deal of tlie 
Ceremuniul mid / with it; as we are 
ſure, that the Ard was its chief In- 
tention. . 1 tight 303 re OY org 
But Ordinances ſtill, as they: have al. 
ways been, are entituled.'to'a proper 
| Meaſure of Obſervance from us; and 
our Nature ſeems to have ever favourd 
them with ſo ſtrong a Byaſs of Inclina- 
tion, that a total! Cure of it, „without 
ſome Hdulgence towards it, never yet 
appears to have been within the View 
of Providence: Let t ole -who are bet- 
ter acquainted with our Make and Con- 
ſtitution than the. Author of our Be- 
ing is, improve, if they can; upon his 
Scheme and Workmanſhip, and find out 
for us an Utopian Religion, adapted to 
their own peculiar Speculations. 
For &lves, es, let FO or, asthe - 
e e Worhs 


'ord there ſignifies, 
that Grace which the G 
7 to us, 
him acceptab] 


& 
1 
5 


ars do yet remain to be 
this ſecond get 
of my Diſcourſe, which: having ſo 
lately mention'd, 1 will not now re- 
peat to you, but ſhall reſerve 
cher Conſideration of them for 
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—— — as the great Ar- 
-tieles ef the Moral 1 


ae, iche 
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the Commandments alſo, and the Tneffica: 
of : pA Odedien 4 even to theſe 
pmmandments cemſeltes, when paid io 
die dr more only, and not to all of them, | 
ats Pains. 7 92 75 8 Hoo 56 0 


* the Caſe of C Orman, eh eNeceſſe 
of them in general, their known gree- 
ableieſs to the Make and Bent 6f our 
r and the conſtant Reſort 


ich hath ever been tõ them 
the Forms and Faces of Religion, un- 
der the Patriarchal, Jeuſb, and Chri- 
Fian Diſpenſations, ven in Paradiſe it- 
ſelf, as well as ou! of 1t, before the Flood 
add after i it, and FF) all the Varieties 
of gentile Superſtition: Now I thought 
it a juſt Concluſion from theſe Panic 
ſes, that a Tuct ſo general and min hy 
muſt have a Reaſon as genral 5 1 - Ver 
25 ig whieht — er k Wt 


ever infifing wen ſome 80 Il 
Worb. 'T he, Doaſequence b yore 1 
eng. 4 13 hath 


* F. R M © N XX. 2 


D 5 ſtated Ceremonial fix d 
2 appointed for them „ they have; 
ſouj 2 for themſelves and given in 
2 all the wild and confuſeth eme 
of their oton Inuentimm. 


The Reſtraint of them Goa theſe — 


due Excurſions, ſeems to have been a 
ood deal the Reaſon and Foundation of: 
he Jeuiſb | Eſtabliſhment, upon the 
growing Corruptions in the Patriurchal 
State, and their Declenſions from the 
Purity of mad vom INT me _ 
tam b in it. Forde i non 013792 
The Goſpel Scheme ans in a great 
Meaſure calculated for reviving tlie Pa- 
triarchal; only with ſome Change in 
the. E orms and, Ordinances of the latter, 


which was intended to perpetuate the 


Memory of its own moſt ſignal Occur- 


701 
that where Mankind 


rences, 5 and with ſome farther Proviſion 


than was made before, for notifying to 

the World the Pleaſure of its Maſter; 
the Knowledge of which could not 
| Wa gar, nor long ſubſiſt upon the 
Foot, or with, 15 Help 1 mere 1 
2 | 92 
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Wo have therefore now a farev wird | 
7d to 


of Prophecy o tale beed to, convey 
us in 'a- written Directory, for the 


Regulatian of our L and Practice, K 


able - P11 b val N publiſh for the 


Ufe of all Generations. 


- From this general View of Oele, £ 


tis neceſſary to our preſent. Condition, 


proceed we now to a more ſperiat Conſi- | 


deration of the two. Particulars . 
were juſt mentioned and propaund 

you towards the Cloſe are Fn "Die 
comme upon this Subject. iT. 


5 The Inſuffcleney of hs aride 
'Adherence to God's s Commandments, with, 
out an uniform Regard! ro his Ordindncty 


alſo, In the 
II. Vo Place, the Inccaty: era 


: partial Regard to theſe Ordinancts, when 


it is paid to one; of peat cy and not 
to anal c an 5 


£ 


2 uo üs wig Vie 
of theſe Particulars in 4 ſufficient 
3 | ; 18 A 

e t. That 
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lat worked are the moſt ped 
Teſts of our Obedience to God's Autho. 


rity; hi 


„ as ſuch, Morals themſelves will ne- 
ver be preſerv'd in Purity, never meet 
with an uniform or general Obſervance 
from us. Por it hath already been re- 


mark*d in the Courſe of this Argument, 


that moft of the Inſtances i in Moral Du- 


have ſomewhat to be pleaded for 


them, from the Topics of their own 
intrinſic Uſefulneſs and Convenience, 


ich Morals are not always; now 
without a Negard to the Authority of 


503 


and of ſome preſent Miſchief attending : 


the Tranſgreſſion of them. So that a- 
part from the Conſideration of God's 
Authority, a good deal of Reaſon may 


be urged on the Behalf of them, from 
Views of a different Nature, which yet 


will not ſecure an univerſal Obedience 


to them in all Examples. Whereas a 
Regard to God's Authority will ſecure it 


in ald, as being ſtamp'd upon all alike; 


and u0 Principle but that will carry us 
thro” the whole Range and Compaſs of 
all our Obligations. Whatever then 
ſhall be found beſt fitted to obtain from 
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us a,, reverential Acknowledgment; of 
God's s Authority, will at the ſame Time ap- 
pear beſt fitted: to obtain from us an uni- 
form Obedience to all his Commandments. 
Nou Rituals ſubſiſt entirely upon this, 
as their ſole Foundation; ſince. there 
can be no rational View in our nĩceſt 
Regard to them, but only as ſuch Re- 
gard exhibits a Specimen of our Sub- 
miſſiveneſs to his Will and Pleaſure 
ho enjoinꝰd the Uſe of them. For 
this pins us down to a eloſe and inti- 
mate "Senſe. of our Dependence upon, 
and our Attachment to him, Whoſe Au. 
thority over us we recognize hereby, and 
practically confeſs our Subjection to it: 
Which ſeems a fair Account of that po- 
ſitive Appointment preſcribed to our firſt 
Parents in their, State of Innocence. 
Some authentic Recognition of his 
Right to command their Service, God 
did even then think it proper to. inſiſt 
upon; of ſuch Moment and Conſequence 
Was that: Principle of Obedienee, that 
he thought fit to eſtabliſh it hy a. Sancti- 
Pha: the: Force of” WH and the, Pe- 


; 
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yalty of e, in Apen it, n 
felt and acknowledged: by all ſucceeding 
Generations. And indeed ſome ritual 


Obſervance was not only for them the 


feſt, but in a Manner the only Teſt, 
Which their Obedience, at that Time, 


could well be put upon. The relative 
Duties in moral Life were few in N um- 


ber, when there were only two Perſons. 


in the World to practiſe them; who 
could not eaſily tranſgreſs the Obligati- 
ons of - Juſtice or Mercy, when there 


were no Diſtreſſes nor Wants to exerciſe 
the Compaſſions of the one, nor any 
Propriety or mutual Commerce to em- 
ploy the Weights or Meaſures of the 


other. Nor could there be much T. emp- 


; tation to infringe the Laws of Tempe- 


rance and M ediocrity „ when Nature 
had not yet wanton'd in luxurious Arts, 
when Appetite; was yet a Stranger to 
undue Indulgences , and Paſſion had 
then broke out into no rebellious En- 
croachments upon Reafon. The Senſe 
of their _ Dependence. upon the God. 
ob hag 1 lately form d them, was the. 

"we 
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only 8 which _ to want ur 


Sede or Security.” And for that 
the freſh Memory of their Birth and 
Being might ſeem to have promiſed 2 
competent t Proviſion. / But left it ſhould. 
not prove ſo, it was guarded with the 
additional Fence of one, and only one, Ce- 
remonial Inſtitution, or poſitive Re- 
ſtraint; as one at that Time and Jun- 


cture might well indeed have been 


chought ſufficient. But when a remo- 
tet Diſtance from the Original of 
Things, with farther Exceſſes of Appe- 
tite and Paffion, had weaken'd in the 
Minds of Men the Senſe of their Depen- 


dence, nd! of their due Subjeftion to 


the God of Heaven, more Inſtitut ions 
and Forms were occaſſonally thrown in- 
to their Scheme of Religion, by Way of 
farther Security to God's Commandments, 
and to the Reyerence which it was ex. 
pected that Men ſhould entertain for 
en The whole Proceſs of the Fact, 
as well as the Neaſon © the Thing in- 
forms us, hoy fit Preſer vatives l tuals 
are to Moralt, wh TY in a peculiar 
"NONE ; 


— 


Manner as Teſts of our Obedience, and 
as Probs of our: Subjection to the Gn 
Authority of ou? great W 1 05 
But I proceed to talte Notice | 
2. Sttondly, That even the 
ert, which hath ever in Fact woo 


and. hath ever been, fs. ferner that * 
ſhould be, and th 80 ore ſtands, and 
| hath always: food in need of Ordinances, 
to point out an "Atonement, and to d. 
rect us in the ener of lung o out our 

Pardon. . 

Natural Light, the it might a+ aid 
inſtruc Mankind in the Neceſſity, could 
never yet aſſure to them the Efficacy or 

diene) of penitential Sorrow for the 
Pardon of Sin, or for the Cure of the 
Guile contracted by it: And therefore 
in Fact they never depended on, never 
acquieſced in it; but reſorted to various 
Forms of Faerifice and Expiation, look d 
out for Mediators and Interceſſors with 
the ſupreme Being, and rather than they 
would truſt themſelves with the naked 
1 of Reptntanct, yr into all the _— : 


— 
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„ which Wente, 


the: themior the moſt abandonꝰ d. upenſti- 
7101 patromi ce. Theobeſt Circumſtance 


in their Repentauqę z they mi 


ven the hgheſt Deg 


ight; cafily 
diſcern; was a en kenden o. Care 
in their future Oledienaee; whilſt, yet e- 
| . they ould: 
hope to riſe up to in their future Obe- 


diences, Mas and; would be ever lower 


than. it ſhould he, and ſo eee ſtand in 
— 1 a einn ante. 1 7 th ; 


W & i#& 


1 i — e 1 — beep a 
new. one. Upon this Plan of Reaſen- 
ing from the Circumſtances then allot- 
ted to them, it Was natural for them to 
look out beyond themſelves for ſome 

ſaving Help, and to feel after God if haply 
they might find him, in any Reſorts to 


Ordinances which either Cuſtom had 


adopted, or Credulity recommended, or 


the Vanity of human Imagination re- 


preſented proper and expedi ient. Morals | 


alone, as practiſed or practicable upon 
fs 6 HOG of our. date en 1 


Re bin us, * Wader ine 2 
Providence, or the Dignity ofoits S- 


vernment; and the general Sanſs af 


Mankind in all Ages, in all the Petiods 
and Forins; -offoRidigion!. which have 
2 char panted. for 
Relief under this:prefing) Axtigle, and 


carrietly ſouglit alter the. Methgds:.of 


Recondiliations In this Condit on the 


Goſpel Hund v8 ſenſible of ſome Mam, 


attempring: (ig-vainatiempting)-noflup- | 
ply: EY labourir by 5 


0 


Arts Which Feat; o Fancy con fuggelt 


to appeaſe andita approach with Accep- 
tafige gan offended: ren wer. 


Thus we. Eon Ehn. de bol Dreation Rom. vii. 


groaned.. and travailed in Pain, rogether,** 
till the Revelation of God. by; his Son 

clear'd, up our Doubts, and; aſcertain d 
our; Hopes, and, fd the N ſerms of our 
Forgiveneſs by an, aut bentic. D 1015 
tiang;that tho? al baye ſinned, nd ch 
ſhort of the. Glory. of God, 155 they : are 
3 5 Freely by: 70 Grace thr 


8 o. the. Re. Rom. iii. 


N Ne ** l C 8 cho 85 ES 


% forth 15 he ti 4 Proditiation 
thr. Faich: in bis Blood 10 2 
"Rip Conners for © the. |Remiſſion - bf Sis, 
that ure paſt, thro"; the en 
God. MT oY e at 230 & Us nr mae 
- Did Heathen eolo ogy: look | [our 
chen for a Propitiatſon; and ſhall we, 
hen it is offered us, deſpiſe or neg- 
lect it? Was the Genale World ſolicitous 
to find the Methods of approaching the 
Objects of their Worſhip acceptably; 
id Yhall We, when they are revealed 
to us, Aiſpute or contradict: them? It 
doth not appear that there is more 4- 
: mongſt v us, either of natural Talent, or 
of acquitted Improvement, chan what 
. a the Sages: of thoſe Times were ſeveral- 
«ly poſſeſſed of. Now they went in the 
Perſuaſions and Practices of the Times 
they Hved in, upon Reaſons much leſs 
Ln tofive than what'may now be urged! 
| with Regard. to che 2 which 


TS 


the Contempr of Of abies! cher toe 
Sight of common Senſe, Who Would 
km to have attained the moſt Wy 1. 8 


2 Notions: Which at 


— 8 ä FLY 
— S i $ : 


7 i ) 12 ; 5 
ER = df: >. *% 2 1 
x - | 8 * 4 
n Slave 0 of ir it. By e the 


rent are recei- 
ved, they contradict the Notions which 
have always been received. For who- 


ever ſhall agree with us in the gene- 
ral Doctrine of Forms: and Ordiuauces, 
can have little or no Objection to the 


particular Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian 
Scheme. Albi are founded, either 
in the Reaſon of Things, or in the pre- 


vailing Sentiments of Mankind concern- 


ing them, or in ſome peculiar Relation 


born by them to the great Tranſactions 


2 God and Man in C 
Example, 3 | iir * | 
—— here Bbg bwn and 
ions have begun, with iniriarory 
Rites : This Rite in the Few Ordi 4 
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e 


was Circumciſion, to which in the Caſe of 


Proſelytes was after wards added Baptiſm - 
In the Gentile Religion, the Forms of 
this were as various, as the Objects 
of their Worſhip into whoſe Servick 
their Votaries were ſeverally initiated: 
-Our-Saviour:-retain'd the plain and fim- 
22 Fr aired 12 1 „ which he 
found 


upon their ne Prefffidn — 1 
any Man in his Wits object to ſuch an 
harmleſs. Inſtitution, when: a Ceremd- 
-nial of: ſome:Sott''or other | hath ever 
been the conſtant Practice of Mankind 
« a on like Occdfions? /i), 2latil ng mages . 
2. Thus again in the 3 f 
his laſt Supper, which was intended to 
perpetuate the Memory of his all- atto- 
ning Sacrifice, and eto preſerve in us a 
oonſtant and lively Senſe of that mighty 
Benefit, which he conferred upon us by 
his Expiation f gur (otherwiſe) un 
cancelled Guilt; In this, I ſay, there 
was nothing new) but the Circumſtance 
only; for the Subſtance was before, tho 
indeed but obſeurely, pointed to, in the 
Luſtrations and Sacrifices of the Heg- 
then Ritual, and in the various Attone- 
ments of the Jewiſh. Lau i as in Fact 
it was current univerſal Vage, to per- 
petuate the Remembrance of public 
and ſignal Benefits by ſome pertinent 
and ſolemn. Ceremonial : W heretore, 
ſince there f is nothing here unnatural or 
bu; 7 — 


5 K R N © 
# > wu 


3 3 nothing Dy _— 0 1 
hang: ot 


of the Cale, and, the. 
of. alla Ages * well, ad dhe 20 


ES 


Appointment af our Lord, and; Sah 
to authatize; the 


Or, Will be fe 
Neglet of, gur Atte 


lance upon this 


upon Cauſes , we gpghk to be afha: 
1 Rev hr whilt.we profeſs. the Gaſpeh 


or live in Oppoſition to the main 


Tener oft chis A Farther, Wet; 


and Stk ai bas 

3. The Worſhip. of God thro” Gini 
ou Mediator, hath: ſomewhat in it ſo 
congenial to to the Sentiments of Man- 
kind, as far and widely as we are able 
to trace them, that here we differ in 

nothing from univerſal Practice, but in 
2 great Advantage and Security we 
have, that ours is an atdborized: Intes- 


= 0 and able to ſave to the uttermaſt 
them wha. come unto Gad by: ham. Either 5 
a Conſcinuſneſs of their Weakneſs, r 


ſolemn! Prdinance will be chargeable = 


were that de either light its Bleſſiggs, - 


a Senſe of their Guilt) or the rexalted 


Notions hieh Men had entertzined of 
hn Jt the 


4 
. ſupreme Being, did evermore di- 
rect their Reſorts to ſome friendly 
mediatorial Powers, whoſe” Intereſt 
they ſuppoſed to be better than their 


8 E R M 0 N xXx. 


own in him, and which they pray 'd 
might be employ'd in their Favour 


with the Court of Heaven. ''This was 


an Uſage, which had Truth and Rea- 


ſon to ſw pport the Main of it, and 
was founded in all Likelihood, upon 
ſome common Tradition from che O- 
riginal of Things; though the Riſe of 
it was forgotten; ; and in the Proceſs 
of it, Was coverd with Rubbiſh, 


and darkened with Superſtition. / Bur 


the Practice is now brought back to 


its genuine Meaning, and re- inſtated 
in its proper Order; the Perſon of 
this much-wanted Mediator 1s point- 


ed out and aſcertained, and all er 
erg of this Kind are forbidden | to 


Thus in the Rieden which 1 


| mail peculiar to the Ritual of the Go- 


ſpel, we may obſerve the Baſis of them 


OW! a yoo” deal catlier/ than its 


actual 
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SERMON XX. 
actual Promulgation, and their Out- lines 


drawn upon all the Forms of Religion 
over the Face of the whole Earth. 
So that if we do not object to Ordi- 


nantes in the groſs and general, (and if 
we do, wWe object to the univerſal 
Senſe of Mankind in all Ages of the 
World, and in all the Periods of Re- 
ligious Worſhip)” to theſe in Par ricu- 


lar we can have no juſt Exception; 
which have ſo much "ths Nature of 


Things to favour them, the Uſage of 
the World to recommend them, and an 
undoubted Authority to re et We 


4. The © Worſhip of God by public and 
private Applications to him in the Of- 


fices of ſolemn Devotion, hath ſo ſtrong 


a Tendency to imprint upon our Minds 
juſt Sentiments of our Dependence ; and 
thoſe Sentiments of our Dependence are 
ſuch Guards upon our Obedience; that 
as no Religion did ever 'fubſft without 
it, ſo, I preſume, no ſerious 2 
of _ hem, 550 _ ever 15 eps 


Nr ſet apart by {© 
monia for the more — Perform 
ane of Divine Offices, hath been 3 

t Rüge, Uſage: in all the Farmularies of 


"ts 5! nnn upon aha Will and the 
Word. of God by hearing it diſcour- 
fed to you, and by conſidering it for 


yourſelyes, at proper Seaſons of Leiſure 
and Retirement; the pointing out theſe 


geaſons to your more eſpecial ? Notice, 


and the public. Regard! which, is paid 
to them by a. general Ceſſation from 


commen, Buſineſs, are ſo apparently 
ſuhſervient to the great Ends of Re 
Ow ro; the; Improvement. of Piety 


of all. Virtue 42 that the mere. Ha- 


| dy ſhould not fail to be: 


friend them, nor to give them the 


| aun mer of his own Example. 24, 7 


6. The Ptieſthood, or at Ondeg of 
+. folemn. Gere 


[tho' the Manner of o 
veying — ſeveral Powers: aſſigned to 


the Eugction in different; Nimes aud 


Hlares bath- lit is confeſſed). been dif 
rent. But every Scheme of Religion 


hath always had ſome Rule for the 


DSM £ FF Conveyance 
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Land _— 


C 


which any — — — 


been ever cenſured as irregular: and pre- 
Jumptaons. And indeed the Nature of 
the Thing requires here an Eneloſure; 
to prevent that Confuſion lich muſt 


needs ariſe from eprotnlicyous:ddlow- 


ande of all, or any Miniſtrations. 
' Wherefore, when Nevelation chimes 


in with the Voice of Reaſin, and points 
out à Method to us for keeping this 


Matter within Rule and Order; when 
the Form of it hath been convey d to 
us, throꝰ all ſucceſſive Generations, and 
the different Degrees in this | Miniſtry 

appear upon the ſame, Records and k. 


videtices, which notify to us the Rule 


Of our Faith itſelf, and are Vouchers 
to the Caflon of Holy Scripture; 1 


ecanhot imagine why we, ag. Chriſtians, 


ſhoald” be leſs folicitous for ours, than 
the ei, than the Heatheur were, than 
the Vetaries' of all Religions have ever 
been, for the Honour of their Prieſt- 
160d; and for the Appropriation of its 
ve Offices to Perſons duly in- 


He „ *  - ns 
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veſted with the Right of debe 
_ To conclude this Head; 

7. All innocent Modes and Cireum- 
Mums of human Appointment ; ſuch 


as, the Times and Places, the Habits 


and Geſtures of public Worſhip; the 


Seaſons of ſolemn Humiliation or 


Thankſgiving; the Forms, and other 


Regulations of Things indifferent in 


the Service of God; in fine, whatever 


of this Sort may be judged conducive 


to his Honour, or to the Benefit of 
human Society, whether in ſtated, or 


_ occaſional Injunctions, by the Perſons 
_ entruſted with the Care of preſcribing 
them; all theſe, methinks, might eaſi- 
ly be allowed to paſs with us under 
the general View of thoſe Command- 
ments or Ordinances, which have recom- 
_ mended to us a Spirit of Peace and Pi- 


ety, and of Submiſſion to them who 


have the Rule over us. In ſuch Caſes, 
to ſcan each Article with a nice 


critical Scrupuloſity, hath too much 


the Appearance of a froward conten- 
| tious 3 2 and of a perverſe Reſo- 


lution 


. N © 
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7 lution to diſpute by en the Ground 


of our Obedience. 


The Jeuiſb Ordiaal 1 was . more | 


particular than the Chriſtian, in ſettling 
the minuteſt Formularies of the Wor- 
ſhip preſcribed by it, and yet we find 


in diverſe Examples, (in ſtated Inſtances, 


as well as in occaſional) that human Au- 


 thority diſcretionally interpoſed with 


that People; preſcribed what Ged ine. 
not directly preſcribed: to them, and 
even inſiſted upon thoſe ne, thoſe hu. 
man Injunctions, as Terms of their Cum 
muniun. We read of no Oppoſition 


from any of their Members, or their 


Proſelytes, to the Feaſt of Purim, which. 2 M. 27, 


was a mere human Ordinance; and yet 
none might join themſelves to them who 


would not obſerve it. Their Feaſt of 
Dedication was in like Manner of . 


man Appointment; ſo was their Bap- 
tiſm of Proſelytes, and the Poffcenium, 
or After- paſt of their moſt. ſolemn. Fe- 


ſtivals; 3; none of which were. condem- 
ned by our Saviour, even when he was 


moſt _—_ in on e to on ritual 


L144 Spirit, 


e Fr ; 7 1 


7 
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pirit, which he ⸗feund enn dre 
vailing with them. On the cohttury; 
3 e ] . of 1 
—— + his Ehukets; and 5 

ed them inte bis on — Nane ä 


; Diſpenſation. ; 2917 HI I vp 2 2 IF * 3 y 34 


— we. tive! PETS has oitliev: as 


ſor an of them, the fame Spirit which 


ee Obedience, or as Helps fo our 
„or as muulgenres to a Bent 


we have: always! ſtood inclined to, the 


Ordinances of God, as well as his Com- 


mundnents, have a Claim to our Obſer- 
_ vanice; chat it is not enough to walk in 
the ont, without: walking in the orher 


ald. 1 am e now to add. _ mw 


II. ab Particuley 1 this n | 
Head, that it is not enough to'walk in 


fore of theſe Ordinances only, "Without 


walking. in all of them. FOr, 
1. Nyſt, As Teſts of our Obel hey 
cal never anſwer the End defign'd by 
chem, if we take a Liberty of departing; 
in any Inſtance! — th: frotm therm. 
The fame Authority is alle CnCef ed 


ſaid, 


, N 1 7 „ 1 : 12 ; 5 
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1 Gita; Nepent and be Sar » . Fo ii. 38. 
Moth: of St. Peter; the ſame Spirit 
Which hath directed us in every thing by Phil. iv 6. 
Frcher and Supplication with © Thankſgi- 
vine to ler our Nequeft be made known 
nne God, by the Mouth of St. Puul, 
aich alſo by the Mouth of our Saviour, 
| This do in Remembrance of me. In fine, Luk. xxil. 
the fame Spirit which directed the car- "7 
lieft Followers of his Goſpel to aſſemble 
themſelves together on the fr ft Day of the 
mel, for hearing his Word, pomted 
| t6'them the Duties of breaking Bread 
and of Prayers.” 80 that if the Autho- 
| tity of our Law-giver be any Reaſon 
to us for obſerving one or more of his 
facred Inſtitutions, it will be a Reaſon 
equally concluſive with us for _obſer- 
ving all of them. And if this be not 
our Motive, if Credit, or Convenience, 
if the Employment of an idle Hour, if the 
Cutom and the Fiſhlon of Life, de our 
deciſtve Inducements for attending up- 
on this or that Ordinæntce of 7 the Lord, and 
leaving the reſt neglected; upon the 
Views of Religion , It were even. as 
well, if une off them were obſery'd by 


us 


$22 


us. Becauſe: Fn our © Neglect yy chis . 
or that, it is too apparent; that none of 
them have any Hold of us upon a firm 


indolent; the one a great deal more fond 


or a proper Principle. It is God's Au- 
ang which is the juſt — of 


this i is a Reaſon like extenſive to th hem 


. Extrinſe Reaſon of 45 | 
vine Authority, we have ſeen that there 
is ſomewhat of an Intrinſic. cleaving to 


_ of them. So that we follow net 


ther the Reaſon of Things, nor the Au- 


 thority of our great Lawgiver, when we 
will pick and chuſe for our ſelves any 
favourite Articles of Obedience, either 


to the Commandments or Ordinances. of 


- God. For Example, That Part, and 
that Time in our public Aſſemblies for 
his Worſhip, which are allotted to the 


Offices of Prayer and Thankſgrving have 
at leaſt as much of intrinſic Reaſon to be 
pleaded for them, as thoſe which are aſ- 


ſigned to Hearing and Meditation. And 


yet our Ears, tis eas are often 
#ching, whilſt our Hearts are. cold and 


of 


ing us to perf 


Day of 


e the . af prompt-, 


is not more evident in Fact, 


ſuch Worſhip was, for the main, Eucha- 


riſtical Cor Sacramental] and never omĩt- 
ted the Memorial of our Saviour's Paſ- 
ſion. Yet how ſtrange would this Do-. 
frine ſound, ſhould. it be preſſed upon 
you; and bow much ſtranger would this : 


Practice be, ſhould a. Revival of it be 
now attempted ? - 


In fine, it is a FI AI y Reflexion, | 
which the Truth of Facts a me to. 


make upon the general Proceſs. of com- 
mon Life, that we ſeldom. form our 


it upon Caprice and Humour, upon 


the Genius of our Company or of the 


| Rang, we are moſt attach d to; Views 
which 


orm our Duty. Again, it 
that the fr 
the Meel, from the earlieſt Times 
of the Goſpel, was ſacred. to the Pur- 
poſes of ſolemn Worſhip, than i it is chat 


Eſtimate of Things upon the juſt and 
intrinſic Reaſon of them but we form 


— 


Cuſtom or Fancy, upon careleſs, looſe, ſu. 
perficial Enquiries, or perhaps upon none 
at all, upon the Peculiarity of our Taſte 
or the Courſe of our Education, upon 


and in Obe TRE Or other, will by 
Rad us wretchedly'! 1 2340 
The Rule of Right t6 oh 10 the wal of 
God, Which will appear in his Oraecles, 
apon'a doe Reſort to them. And the 
proper Range of Duties, their Proredemey = 
and their Nalenab, What is fu and 
what is lf in them, are Leſſofs which 
will be eaſily legible i in the two great 
Volumes ef Reaſm and Revelation, by 
all WHO are ferfouſly Ulſpoſed to learn 
them. For the reſt; the Hypocrire and 
Profane, the Formalif and Enthuſiaſt , 
have divided the World amongſt them; 
and in their ſeveral Ways of oppoſing or 
inidermining true Religion, have left-us 
in the Nelli a very ſcanty Portio of 
tt. For thro? a ng Commandments at 
Vatiance with Ordinantes, or thro? pt 
ting vp Ordinances i in Oppoſi tion bo Cha. 
mandments, the Power of Godlineſt is by 
fene neglected, the Fm of it ridiculed 
by others, and fo in this Way, or in that, 
both Form and Poeger are grievous $uf- 
| feters, Small ie the Profpet of any 
bunu Cure for 4 ® Diſtr? which | 


ſeems 


| Shams. to Ive 1 at the very Kine of our . 
| Beings, and whoſe ugly Symptome 
| have been ever found upon Religion, 
in all its Periods, and under all its Diſ- 
penſations. Our Help in this Caſe can 
be expected only from the Lord who made 
Heaven and Earth : Wherefore to him 


; let us humbly apply, in the wiſe mn. 
| | ſober Devotions of our Church, | 
Almighty and merciful"God, of whoſe only 


Gift it cometh, that thy faithful People 2 
unto thee true and laudable Service; Grant, 
de beſeech thee, that we may ſo 3 faithfully | 


ſerve thee in this Life, that we fail not l. 
nally to attain thy heavenly Promiſes, thro 
the Merits of Jeſus 9 Amen. . 


The End of be K econd Volum me. 
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